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No political party can ignore 95.2m Indian Muslims|

NEW DELHI, Dec 14: It is al-
ways around election time that
Indian Musliins become an im-
portant factor in the country's
politics. No sooner are elections
announced that political par-
ties start computing the Muslim
factor, reports India Abroad
News Service.

Which way will the Muslims
turn; what caste combination
will suit them; will Muslims be
divided in a state like Uttar
Pradesh? These are some of the
usual queries which every In-
dian political party likes to
analyse before taking a plunge
into the hurly burly of an elec-
toral battle.

The coming elections will be
no different as once again spec
ulation on the much talked
about Muslim "vote bank"” has
started. But do the Indian Mus-
lims gla}r a crucial role in elec-
tions? Is the Muslim electorate
such a crucial factor that its
voting pattern could make or
unmake a federal government
in India? The answer is yes. The
Muslims® sheer number and
their almost countrywide pres-
ence makes it impossible for
political parties to ignore them
at election time. No political
party can afford to dismiss 95.2
million Indian Muslims who
constitute 12.12 per cent of the
lotal population.

In some of the politically
crucial states like  Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Westl Bengal.
Kerala and Assam, the concen-
tration of Muslim population
varies from 15 to over 20 per

cent. In Uttar Pradesh, for in-
stance, Muslims constitute 16.5
r cenl ol the total population.
ut in 25 parliamenta
menis in Utldr Pridcrl\”l 1&!
Muslim concentration is over
20 per cent. Similarly, 16 par-
liamentary constituencies re-
sults in Bihar depend on the
Muslim voling pattern because

their presence in these con-
stituencies is over 20 per cent.

In states like Kerala. West
Bengal and Assam. the Musliim
pulation is over 20 per cent.

fered to mediate between the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)
and Muslims on the Kashi and
Mathura temple disputes.

It was a part of the BJP's
election strategy to s to the
Muslims that the ron fam-
ily — as Hindu nationalist

oups are referred to - was will-
ng to do business with minori-
ties. The new BJP Muslim strat-
is an admission that the
ron flag can never be un-
furled in New Delhi unless it
has at least a part of the 95.2
mildion Muslims in India on its

1ere are states like Maharash- side. It must have been quite a

tra (9.7 r cent} and Andhra painful decision for a provoca-
Pradesh (8.8 per cent) where the  {jyely anti-Muslim BJP to woo
Muslim pupulatlnn ratio is be- Lo Community it loves to hate.

low 10 per cent. But as the Mus- It is in a reality that the

lims usually live in pockets, en block Muslim voting pattern

they influence election results

Musliin voting behaviour is
largely universal in the sense

that the community generally clary as well as victim of the

voles en block in favour or Muslim vote bank. The Muslim

against a political rty. That
is the reason why itpra gllled a clectorate had been largely en-

ments in New Delhi.
The Congress Party, for in-
stance, has been both benefi-

amoured with ' secular

‘vote bank,” which MITCFD"U~ rhetoric in the past R:Ight from

'3]3] party likes to encash the days of the first parliamen-
elections.

tary election of t In-

Its significance is evident as dia in 1952 down to 1977 the

even a fiercely pro-Hindu party
like the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) with its "Hindutva” plank
is trying to woo the Muslim
electorate for the coming elec-
tions. Just a day after Parlia-
ment was disanlwd BJP presi-
dent L K Advan: and former
Prime Minister Atal Beharl Va-
JM yee addressed a gathering of
uslim youths. Advani even of-

Muslims voted en block for the
Congrcu throughout the coun-

It was for the first time in
1977 that in states like Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat and Maha-
rashtra, the Muslims turmed
against the Congress. The 1977
election was a watershed in In-
dian politics because it was for

e i

Palestm:an leader Yaaser Arafat left, w:th US envoy Marhn Indjrk nght during a press
conference after their meeting at Arafat s office in Gaza City Saturday, The talks came in

advance of US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright's separate meetings next week with ./
Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Khatami hopes to
hold dialogue

with Americans

TEHRAN. Dec 14: Iranian
President Mohammad Khatami
said he hoped to hold dia]ugue
with the "great” American

le but US politicians were
olding up the process, reports
Reuter.

"l hope in future [ could have
a dialogue and talk with the
people of America and | hope
that will not take Inng " he told
a news conference. "The first

step for a dialogue is to have US
politicians to understand their
own time. They are behind their
time. This is the major prob-
lem...

"l hope the US politicians
would understand their time
better, understand the realities
and move forward,” Khatami
told a news conference today,
during which he repeatedly re-
ferred to "the great people of
America."”

Sihanouk under
stinging attack
for Khmer Rouge

brutality in ’75-79

PHNOM PENH. Dec 14: A
Cambodian newspaper today
launched a stinging attack on
King Norodom Sihanouk, sug-
gesting he was responsible for
the brutality of the 1975-79
Khmer Rouge government, re-
ports Reuter.

The Cambodian-language
Songkruos Cheat (National
Salvation) also said the kin
wanted to re-enter politics an
lead the Royalist Political
Party, something he has pub-
licly vowed not to do.

€ newspaper carried on its
front Eagc several old pho-
tographs including one from
the early 1970s of Sihanouk in
a meeting with Khmer Rouge
guerilla leaders.

Communist rebels
declare X’mas
ceasefire in
Pmllpplnes

MANILA, Dec 14: Commu-
nist rebels on Sunday declared
a ceasefire for the Christmas
season, promising to halt cf
fensives that have stalled their
peace talks with the govern-
ment, reports AP.

The unist Party of the
Philippines and its ar.ued wing,
the New People's Army, said in
a statement the ceasefire from
December 22 to January 7
would foster good will and allow
combatants on both sides to
observe the holidays.

Earlier this month, Presi-
dent Fidel Ramos declared a 30-
day ceasefire with the Commu-
41ist rebels from December 6 to

January 4.

I ﬂghtintﬁ since May 13 and said

— AP/UNB photo

Snow-storms claim 12 in Mexiéo:

Freatl'lz snrﬂr stnrmls and bitt;:r cold haw:j strg::k most of
northern Mexico, leaving at least 12 dead and paralysin
highways and ports, metfla reports said on Saturdgy cht:gr
reports from Mexico.

A cold spell that some experts linked to the EL Nino weather
phenomenon brought historic snowfalls to cities as far south as
Guadalajara, it snowed in the city for the first time since 1881,
radio reports there said.

 killed in Philippines truck Imshaq

Five people were killed aru:l at least 10 others injured ear
yesterday when a truck crashed into a small bus un a toll mad
near the Philippine capital Manila, a radio station said in
Manila. AFP reports from Manila.

The truck flew over a gully and into on traffic at the
south Luzon Expressway near the town of Blnan Dzrh station
reported from the scene.

UsS agents nab 6 Chinese: sorder
Patrol who stopped a van found 26 undocumented aliens
ahuard including uix Chinese, AP reports from Tucson,
ﬁri%%na

ose six were held pending legal proceedings, spokesman
Rob Daniels said Friday. He said the 20 others agreed to vol-
untary deportation.

Explosion kills 1 cop in Thailand: an

explosion at a police station in the central Thai province of
Suphan Burl early yesterday killed one policeman and injured
three others, media reports said, AFP reports from

The c:xplminn in the on room of the station in Ban
Pramaa district of the province occurred around 8:00 am (01
GMT). the radio reported.

Fighting leaves 9 dead
in Lanka

COLOMBO, Dec 14: Tamil®
Tiger guerillas ambushed a
group of government soldiers
trave]lin% in northern Sri
Lanka, killing six of them, the
rebels said today, reports AFP,

The separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
said in a statement from thcir
London office that th
captured weapons from LTIE vic-
tims who were travelling in a
tractor-trailer near Nedunkerni
on Friday.

The Tiger claim came as the
Defence Ministry said securit

kilometers (45 mile) highway
had been captured.

Rebel losses have been esti-
mated by the government as
more than 2.500 killed and
many more woundeéd but the
Tigers have discounted military
claims.

AP adds: Police are investi-
gating charges that guards did
nothing to prevent the killing
of three minority prisoners by
Sinhalese inmates, an official
said Sunday.

forces too shot dead at leas rebel p have accused prison
three rebels during a brief fire officials of connivance in the
killing of two Tamils and a

fight in the same area on Fri-  p olim who were clubbed and

£ X - hacked to death Thursday in-
The attacks came as a l'nﬂjﬂf Bldﬂ a Pﬂﬂrﬂn in Kalutara in

military offensive to capture a thern Lanka
key highway from Tiger gueril- mThe tl?rﬂu prlu;:murs WeTe

as entered its eight month o yy1eq during a riot inside the
aturday e \
Deputy Defence Minister Prison after some Tamil pris
Anurudha Ratwatte said that Mllh;.ﬂi asked 1;1; .r:gr; fuod

they hoped to complete the
cratlnn code- namg:l "Surc‘h?g was serving them, said Ma-

. lingam Seevaratnam, a police
tory.” before the.country's 50th
anniversary of 1ndcphg1dcme ﬁfllﬁ:;l investigating the

on February 4.

The minister said about
1.000 soldiers were killed and
another 3,000 wounded in the

"We have moved about 4000
Tamil prisoners to another
Jail," Seevaratnam told The As-
soclated Press in a telephone
interview Sunday.

more than two thlrdu of the 76-

" ""A Tamil lawmaker and a

the first time that the Congress
Eolt'ty was voted out of power.
h Muslims and Hindus had
universally voted out the then
Indira Gandhi rmment for

lu?;_endmg democratic rights
the prctz:xt of an internal

A.gajn In 1989 Muslim vot-
ers, along with the Hindus, had
defeated the Congress Party,
leading to the rise of the 11-
month Janata Dal ment
led by V P Singh. Finally, Mus-
lims all over the country gave
such a drubbing to the
Party in the 1 parliamen-
li? pulls that the Congress was

ed to its lowest ever Lally
of 140 members in the lower
house of parliament. Since then
the Congress has lost its pre-
mier position in Indian politics
- thanks largely to the Muslim
electorate which has aven

its humiliation followi the
1992 demolition of the Babri
ue in Ayodhya during the

term of the Narasimha Rao gov-
ernment.

Once again the key question
is which political formation
will the Muslims opt for in 1998
polls? Like any minority in any

of the world, the security
aclor huir:ally determines
Muslims' voting pattern. Indian
Muslims abhor communal ri-
ots. Communal violence not
only leads to loss of lives and
property. but hampers their
economic and social growth as
well. Curfew, communal

killings and a persisting sense

of insecurity can be a highl

bilitating factor for the well be
ing of any community. Mus-
lims, therefore, prefer a politi-
cal party which can buy them
communal ace along with

protecti religinuu and
culturalr%cnut}r

The Indian Muslim voter
turned his back on the Con
party because it failed to check
communal violence in the B0s.
Under Congress rule, cities and
towns with a high concentra-
tion of Muslims like Morad-
abad, Meerut, Hyderabad.
Mumbai and Ahm bad wit-
nessed massive communal ri-
g}l.hln aijl these cities, the role

Lhe police was suspect. So
the late 80s the MuF:i?mu h:glr
startied feeling let down by the
Congress as far as providing se-
curity was concerned.

Besides, the t-wing pro-
Hindu BJP. with its plank to
build the Ram Mandir on the
site of the Babri ue, had
started assuming a significant
role in Indian politics by the
late BOs. Annoyed with the
Congress and upset with the rise
of the BJP, the Muslims

to look for new litical al-
liances in the | 1 elections.
Consequently, in northern In-

dia, the Muslim voter tied up
with new emerging litical

Bqlayﬂl like current Defence
inister Mulayam Singh Yadav
in Uttar Pradesh and former

Chief Minister Laloo Prasad
Yadav in Bihar.
In 1996, Muslims opted for

regional parties in the southern
and the eastern parts of india as
well Regional outfits like the
Telugu Desam in Andhra
Pradesh, the Dravida Munnetra
Kazagham (DMK) in Tamil
Nadu and Assam Gana
Parishad in Assam were the
beneficiaries of the Muslim
vote bank

Fourteen of such small par
ties formed an umbrella outfit
called the United Front soon af-
ter the 1996 parliamentary

lls. The United Front was
ormed to

in for almost 18 months

any part of India. The Front

constituents. therefore, should
be the natural choice of the

Muslim electorate in the next

elections. Regional outfits like
the Telugu Desam, the DMK. the

Assam Gana Parishad and
nuﬂhcrn layers like Mulayam
v will be major ﬂcn

:ﬁcianea of the Musﬂm vote in

the 1998 elections.
But the Muslim electorate,

which hopes to keep both the
BJP and the Congress out of

wer. does have a problem in
states like Maharashtra, Gu-
jarat, Madhya Pradesh, Ra-

E}Phanandl-hrymwl'ﬂcme
are the

and the
only two major political out-

fits. If they re

Congress In these states, the
BJP would be the indirect bene-
ficiary.

Baghdad refuses to allow inspectors into 60 sites

World pressure on Iraq

KUWAIT, Dec 14: UN Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan said

Saturday that Iraq's govern-
ment will continue to lace in-
ternational pressure unul Pres-
ident Saddam Hussein
with all Security Council reso-
lutions, AP.

I think we've been quite

persistent in our determination
to get the Iraqgi government and
President Saddam to comply.”
Annan told reporters. "Recent
weeks have demonstrated the
determination of the interna-
tional community and the pres-
sure will be maintained.”

Iraq expelled UN weapons
inspectors nf us :iu:cnahip
last month, but was
demned and finally al nwcd
them to return under a Russian-
brokered deal. The inspectors
are charged with su llng
the elimination of Iraq's

s of mass destruction.

was -~ - Meéaunwhile,
clared too many sites off-limits

speaking after a ceremony at

Richard Butler,
w:aﬂ:nn. inspector who Is visit-

ment of Ir

UN ins

sites, saying they ar
for reasons of nati

trollin
tween

Kuwait University that awarded
him an honorary Ph.D. for his
work for world peace,

Annan said he hoped
the chief UN

would succeed in per-

uuadlnﬁ Baghdad to give moni-
tors fu
arms sites.

access to all suspected

1 would Mr. Butler will

not fail,” Annan said. "Our ob-

ective is to get the job done, to

dp inspectors on the ground
an

to continue our disarma-

pectors mtu some 60
e privileged
security.
Annan announced that the

UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation

Mission was going to start B:

the naval border
uwait and Iraq in the
first half of next year.

-‘%ﬂlrﬁuﬂlﬂﬂw

to continue : Annan

to UN arms ins s and the

sites cover 100 large an area, the

deputy chief in said.
American ins r Charles

Duelfer told Associated

Press on Saturday the Ir -
have abused a 19& i
on the dilarmlmcm Inipec
tions si by Rolf Ekeus, then
chief iInspector, and Iraql
Deputy Prime Minister Tariq
Aziz.

Meanwhile, Iraqi newspa-

s called Duelfer's boss, chief

N ins r Richard Butler, a

"mad og on Saturday, warn-
ing him to stay away from
idential palaces, which are
among the off-limits sites. But-
ler arrived Friday to press for
access for his in tors.

The inspectors are charged
with monitoring Irag compli-
ance with Security Council or-

ders that hraq get rid of all long-

Yhe NEm M range missiles and. its nuclear,

rhemical and biological
weapons. i

the BJP out of
. which it succeeded in do-
Be-

. during its rule there were
nu majur communal riots in

se to vote for the

Suspected 16 Bangladeshl children

Delhi Court orders to move
10 from jail to a home

NEW DELHI, Dec 14: An In-
dian court has ordered that ten
suspected Bangladeshi chil-
dren, who were detained while
allegedly being taken to the
camel races in the Gulf, be
moved from prison to a home
Eun ;IJ}' an international child

evelopment agency, reports
IANS. P Eim po
Ruling on a public mtcrt:st

tion by a human

. the Delhi Court

directed the city police to nhn¥
the children to the city branch
of the SOS Children's {’ﬂlnge in

India till Court completed hear-

ing the case.
The ten children are

the 16 who are lodged in the

capital's Tihar jail. However,

no order was on the re-
six as these children

said they did not want to leave

their parents who are also

jailed with them, newspapers

reported yesterday.

According to police, the
children, who were held
with adults, were from

Bangladesh. The families were
promised employment in the

five family
killed
axes
south of
pers reported several other at-
tacks.

Middle East, but the children
would have been forced to take
part in the hazardous camel
races popular in the Gulf na-
Ltions,

had claimed.
the Bamsgladesh
Commission in New Delhi

However,

has denied that the children

Security beefed
up in Algeria
ahead of Ramadan

ALGIERS, Dec 14: Soldiers

set up barricades and check-
points around

day. two weeks
Muslim holy month of Ra-

madan and amid rumours that
Islamic militants have infil-
trated the capital, reports AP.

ers Satur-
ead of the

Witnesses, meanwhile, said
mlembers were
assailants carrying
knives Thursday night
iers, and newspa-

and the adults im ail are from
that country. “Unless
Bangladesh is satisfied with
their nationality, cannot
be-taken back,” said an official
of the Bangladesh High Com-
mission here.
- .}Ernbindn Ghn?lllz cnunl:cl

r the petitioner, the People’'s
Right Group (PRG), had argued
in court that many of the chil
dren were _?nun cr than what
was stated by lice and
putting the (:hﬂdrcn in jail was
a serious violation of constitu-
tional guaranteed liberty and
equality of treatment to all
people in India.

e had also asked for direc-

tions to the External Affairs

Ministry to work al with the
desh Foreign Ministry to

trace the legal ardians of

these children in desh.

However, the External Af-
fairs Ministry told the Court
that there was no evidence to
g;:w the children were from

gladesh. This, the Ministry
counsel said, t create
lems in shifting them to

Bangladesh.

_UN Secretary General Kofi Annan addresses the ns and students of Kuwait University
in Khaldiya, Kuwait on Snturdny, after receiving an honorary degree of Doctor of Phi-

losophy. Annan arrived in Kuwait early Friday and stopped first at a

observers and peace keepers on the Iragi-Kuwaiti border.

a camp of UN
— AP/UNB photo

go to
new sident in a three-cor-
l"lel'&fre

mhadmd the country's
financial turmoi

shed the

image he a
years of opposition to the coun-
iry's milita

than once almost cost him his

International ﬁ

A burning barricade of vehicles in Londonderry Saturday
night when rioting broke after a Protestant parade through
the mainly catholic city. Nationalist Roman Catholic
demonstrators angered by the parade hurled bricks, bottles
and gasoline bombs at police, and barricaded streets with

burning, hijacked vehicles.

— AP/UNB photo

J ain Commission I'EPOIT
Indian judge receives
death threats

NEW DELHI. Dec 14: An In-
dian judge whose report on
former
Gandhi felled the country's

coalition government has re-
c:imd death threats,

yo AFP.

reported today, says

e iag Chand Juin has
t

he and his family had been

threatened anon 8 Jet-

ters and phone calls, The

Statesman sald quoting official

sSOurces.

The government has stepped
up security for Jain.

Jain, wno lives in New
Delhi, could not be reached for
comment. The Delhi police re-
fused to give further details.

Prime Minister Inder Kumar

Gujral’'s coalition government
collapsed last month in the

wake of a row s by a re-
from Jain linking an al-
ance member with Lankan
Tamil guerillas bl for Ra-
jiv Gandhi's 1991 killing.
Jain had said in his

subinitted to the government

ter a six-year investigation that

prime minister Rajiv

the DMK Party tly encour-
aged the le-crat]un Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), which has
been blamed for the assassina-
tion.
The DMK, a member of Gu-
jral's Eult:;“ y_rt;hnallunn. de-
nied the charge zﬁm&a
P took back ltl
I.::tt{u support tl;lnnn::lg
gmmrmmnt aﬂer Guijral refused
I?E DMK. flayed
Jain as been widely
for al his "anti-Tamil" re-
marks in thnu::I re u:‘t Most
s an
m-:: dismissed hilwrem
as a mere compilation of pub-
lished reports and unsubstanti-

ated charges.

The report has also embar-
:lal ged Indi ' {ur

e an milit train-
ing to Sri Lank:r? Tamil
guerillas for several years be-

nning 1983.

The Statesman said one of

; dhtarmymsl:ﬂﬁl

received
wu'l:lﬂl"hc mﬂd
for his nnti- By

Israel to build highway on West Bank
Albright to meet Arafat,

Netanyahu separately

for & Dreckibough b the
ing lor a in the
stalled Middle East pro-
cess, US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright will meet
separately Thursday with Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat, the State
Department announced Satur-

day, reports AP.
Al t planned the meet-
ings after failing to make
with the two leaders on

way to Africa. where she's

on a one-week tour.

After attending a NATO
mee in Brussels this Tues-
E:Iv and Wednesday, Al t

l go to Paris to see Ne-
tan u then to London for
Araiat.

"The will follow u
on recent with
leaders to narrow the differ-
ences and to continue to try to
find the best way to put the

ace process back on track.”

tate t s
3 e pokesman
These latest a at me-

diation will be Albright's third

European talks with the two
leaders since a November meet-
ing and the fourth since she
made her first trip to the Middle
East as Secretary of State in

five mon

SOUL, Dec 14: South Koreans
polls Thursday to choose a
first past the post race

reports 3
Muﬂaueitaaaduutraﬂem

tween the two top contenders,
steely former Supreme Court
ﬁdgf: and

prime minister, Lee
ol Changt 62. and tough op-

goa‘mnn veteran Kim Dae-Jung,

The third and can-

didate, Rhee In-Je, 49, is seen as
a spoiler who, if he bowed out of
the race. would hand the elec-
tion to Lee.

But the feisty Rhee. who

broke away from the then-rul-

ing party
nominated as the

date, has d-og%dly rtfuaed to
uit, despite charges of being

in a huff when Lee was
party candi-

ms
Kim Dac-Jung himself has
"pinkish’™ dissident

cquired through long
rulers that mbre

- and left him with a imp.
Now, in the television de-

bates that have taken the place
of traditional mass rallies. Kim
projects the image
servative elder statesman

of the con-

He warns of the dangers

] ROK presidential polls
to be held on Thursday

Hnrghr:nrela mﬂ:‘
argues the retention

ahmnlhclt modified version of
the Draconian National Secu-

rity Law under which he spent
years in prison, and speaks of
pardnnlng two jailed former

mht:;:l-ylnlmdpditl-

cal convenience he is allied
with \F'Ettrl;'l ﬁhﬁmw =
opposition lea m Jong-Mi.

Lee's higgrst'jroblem is dis-
himself from the tar-
nished legacy of incumbent
President Kim Young-Sam.
whose son landed in jail for in-
fluence ling and who is
blamed the humiliation of
the country crawling hit-in-
hand to the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF).

Ironically it is Rhee In-Je,
the rnuling party breakaway who
is harshest in his criticism of
Lee's past links with Kim
Young- ., in an t ef-
fort to shake off an old rumeur
that he himsell was covertly
backed by t]‘:‘d .lntt dis-
graced son u ironi-
ca]:l}' it is the dd:ﬁ'y KIL'I
Ju on his fourth and ﬂnnl
bid the ncy., who is
benefiting from the attacks
more than three. who some see
a dry run for

presidential race

tanci

as sim




