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tonight
Holy Shab-e-Barat. the night
of fortune, will be observed
tonight with due solemnity and
religious fervour. reports UNB.
uslims in the country as
elsewhere in the world. will ob-
serve the graceful night through
night-long prayers at all
ues and seeking di-
vine s for them as well
as the nation.
President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed, Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Zia issued sepa-
rate messages on the occasion.
Different socio-cultural, po-
litical and religious or sa-

tions will milad mah-
fil. Qurankhwani and discus-

Ban-gladuh Betar
" See Page 12 Col 5

Rice price up,
vegetables’

down

By Staff Correspondent
Prices of rice have increased

in the markets while those
of decreased sligh
compared to last week's, -
ers said.

Nazirshail, one of the fine
varieties of rice. is now being
sold at Tk 16.50 to Tk l?’pcr%ﬁ

its previous price of
15.50 to Tk 16. Prices of vari-
eties like IRRI have also in-
creased by Tk 0.50 to Tk 1.00

per kg. One kg of IRRI rice is be-
See Page 12 Col 8

HOLIDAY

The offices of The Duily Star
will remain closed today and
tomorrow on the occasion of
Holy Shab-e-Barat and

Victory Day.
M'dcn:’:e, there will be no
issue of the newspaper tomor-

row and day after tomorrow.

Inside Today

Article

* What Have We

__Done with Our

by Mahfuz Anam
Page 4

| Supplements

Today's 20-page issue
of The Baily Star
contains an 8-page
supplement on
Victory Lay
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PROPERTY HEIGHTS
12 RN MISSION ROAD, DHANA

PROPERTY raxsscaeseses vone -

OREVELOBPMENT LTD 563117 3663126, 066041123

VOL. VII NO. 322 REGD. NO. DA 781

e freedom gh

With

facilities

POUSH 1 1404 BS.

Vow to uphold spirit|q
_of Liberation
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War

By Staff Correspondent

The nation celebrates the
Victory ﬂafr tomorrow with a
renewed pledge to build the
country with the spirit of Lib-
eration War.

The people of Bangladesh
achieved victory on
December 16, 1971 after a nine-
month bloody war against the
Pakistani occupation forces for
liberating the motherland.
Millions sacrificed their lives
in the war for the long cher-
ished in dence.

Ninety-three thousand Pak-
istani soldiers surrendered to
the joint forces of Bangladesh's
freedom fighters — Muktibahini
— and the Eastern Command of
Indian Army that day at the
historic Race Course Maidan
(now Suhrawardy Uddyan) in
the city.

This year the Victory Day co-
incides with the Silver Jubilee
of the country's Constitution
that came into force in 1972,
Celebration of the Day will be-
gin in a novel way this time,
with the blowing of whistles by
all train engines across the
countrysat mid t tonight -

On the eve of the Day, Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

gave arate messages pa
rich tributes to martyrs of ﬁE—g

eration War.

In his message, the President
stressed the need for concerted
efforts of the patriotic ple
irrespective of party and opin-
ion to resolve national crisis
and lead the country towards
pros ty.

He said thwplﬁ now c:lr-

t int understand-
?ecas thcygt.yﬂdelin: for national
politics instead of clash and

See Page 12 Col 2

PM calls upon freedom fighters

Resist conspirators

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday calied upon

those trying to
.and values of indepen-
and liberation war, re-
ports UNB.

*There is no room for con-
ators in the country. Free-
ters will resist who-
ever will try to divide the na-
tion and undermine the spirit
of liberation war,” she said
while addr a grand rally
of the freedom ters at Pal-

tan Maidan in the afternoon.
Hasina said, "The people of
the country will no longer allow
anyone to plot any conspiragy
against independence and lib-

t to resist -
g:ntru the

_jective of the ruling

eration war 2

Father of the nation B at
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur ﬁl*
man gave the nation political
freedom and now the only ob-
is to
ensure economic freedom of the
commonman, she said.

Freedom fighters from all
over the country gathered at the
Paltan Maidan and the whole
area was swam with ban-
ners, posters and festoons.

Veteran f(reedom fighters,
youths and a large number of
women also llulnt.d the rally.
organised by Bangladesh Muk-
tijoddha Sangsad Kendriya
Command Council ahead of the
Victory Day.

BRIDCE

The Prime Minisle;; saléd her
government wanis o bulld . up a
poverty, hungér and ex En
tion-free 'Sonar Bang
dreamt by the father of the na-
tion bandhu Sheikh Mu-

b and
{lhc is taking steps to attain

"Once you fought at the call
of Bangabandhu to free the na-
tion, now you'll have to fight
a#:}n to ii;l;m the nation from
the curse ;and h :
" she told Ill‘||t‘:lm:'ll:'*'::rt ﬂghl‘;gs:r

The Prime Minister said the
freedom fighters remained ne-
glected for last 2] years, they
were dended their due rights and
respect. Now the pro-liberation
forces have come to power and
taken a number of steps for the

a’ as

" welfare of the freedom fighters.

About the success of her -
ernmen!, Hasina said it ﬂs
succeeded In solving the long-
standing problems and signed
the Ganges water sharing treaty
with India and an accord with
the tribal leaders to restore

. See Page 12 Col 4

Over 100

-CHITTAGONG, Dec 14: At
least two persons were killed
when BDR opened fire on agitat-
ing mtjjp[imrt:rs of Parbattya
Sarbadalia Oikya Parishad
(PSOP) at Matiranga in Kha-
grachhari today.

Over 100 others including 45
police personnel were injured
in a series of clashes ween
the PSOP supporters and on-
dug police and BDR, sources
said.

The dead were identified as
Zakir Hossain (15) and Abdur
Rasul (40).

Among the injured, most of
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hurt: Army on alert: Sec 144 imposed

DR firing kills 2 in Khagrachhari

From Staff Correspondent

BNP to stage

them bullet-hit, 16 people were activities against the CHT peace . .
brought to Chittagong Medical accord.~ °* " demonstration
ollege Hospital while the rest abou am, the demon-
were admitted to the local strators marched to gherao the WEdneEday
health complex. Matiranga thana office de- :
Police and local sources said manding release of the arrested By Staff Correspondent

the trouble began at around 10  activists. When police inter- BNP will demonstrate across

am when several thousand of cepted, the clash :rudptcd, police the country on Wednesday to
supporters of PSOP demon- and local ple said. Ernteat yesterday's killings in
strated at Matiranga Bazar The clash marked by gun- DR firing in Khagrachhari.

protesting the arrest of two BNP fires and pelting of brickbats Besides, the party will hold a

activists — Abu Yusuf and Md
" Faruk.

Police said those two BNP
men were arrested last night
from Matiranga on charge of
instigation and other illegal

continued for three hours, po-
lice said.

Police initially fired rubber
bullets to disperse the demon-
strators who attacked the Mati-

See Page 12 Col 7

bana janaza for the dead at

the Baitul Mokarram Mosque
after Zohr prayers today.

Party Secretary General Ab-

dul Mannan Bhuiyan MP an-

See Page 12 Col 5
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UP election

84pc candidates
affiliated with
political parties

By Staff Cerrespondent
Eighty-four per cent of those

contesting for the posts of

chairman in the on-going

Ufﬁ?inncsaﬂataapdoﬁlﬁﬁm are

affiiated wi tical parties.

Besides, 60 ger cent of them

have ‘links with police and 27
per cent with mastans’.
See Page 12 Col 4

3000 vehicles
stranded at
3 ferry ghats

SAVAR. Dec 14: Traffic con-
gestion at Aricha, Nagarbari
and Daulatdia ferry ghats took
a serious turm as the number of
siranded vehicles is growing
daily due to diamﬂllun in ferry
services, reports UNB.

The number of vehicles
stranded at the three ghats rose
to about 3,000 today although
BIWTC kept 1,950 vehicles in
their serial to be ferried across.

Oct 14 abortive ﬂigh; to NY

13 Biman, Civil Aviation
staff held responsible

By Masud Anif

Negligence to duty by 13 staff
members of the Biman and the
Civil Aviation Authority was
responsible for the return of
Biman's October 14 New York
flight about three hours afier its
take-off from Dhaka, a probe
report says.

Biman's BG-011 flight
(Dhaka-Delhi-Brussels-New
York) came back because of an
on-going exercise of Indian Air
Force in Delhi.

There is no well-defined
guideline on responsibilities of
the staff at Biman's operations
control, the probe report of the
Ministry of Civil Aviation and
Tourism says.

Operation of the abortive

flight ignoring a “"very urgent”
N&I‘ Mfr[[]nutltc to airman) mes-

sage trom Delhi about the exer-
cise caused a financial loss of
Tk 6. 34 lakh.

On October 14, the captain of
the BG-011 flight and others
concerned ignored the NOTAM
message as none of them re-

rted to the operations cenire
or pre-flight briefing. the re-
port said

Senior officials of the Biman
and the Civil Aviation Au-
thorities of Bangladesh (CAAB]
said as per rules, all the crew
were supposed to get flight plan’
and 'briefing’ from the opera-
tions centre about one hour be-
fore the take-off.

The crew of the flight did not
‘sincerely scan” the papers of
the flight plan’ which, accord-

See Page 12 Col |

JU students call strike,
gherao VC today

By JU Correspondent

Students of Jahangirnagar
University yesterday said their
barricade on the Dhaka-Aricha
highway near the campus will
remnain suspended from 10 am
today till the morning on De-
cember 17 to facilitate Victory
[Day celebrations at the Na-
tional Memorial at Savar

They put up the barricade on
Thursday night.

They have called a da lnnji
sirike on the campus followec
by a gherao of the Vice Chancel-
lor's office today to realise their
eight - point demand.

They will go for an Indefi-
nite road barricade programme
on the highway and allout
strike on the campus from Dg-

cember 17 if their demands are
not met by that time.

The demands Include re-
moval of the truck stand from
Aminbazar and arrest and
punishment of the persons in-
volved in the attack on a JU bus
on Thursday night which left at
least 50 students injured. The
programmes was announced at
a press conference at the Dairy
Firm Gate of the university
which was also participated hr
leaders of student fronts of all
political parties

Vice Chancellor Profl
Amirul Islam Choudhury, ac-
companied by some Syndicate
members yesterday visited the

See Page 12 Col 2

People nf all walks of life thronged the emm:ial.at

2 more Naogaon
BDR firing
victims die

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Dec 14: Two
more persons who were injured

g ¥ B R Nl O SRR “id | in BDR firing yesterday after-

ey T o R T e e SR T i " | noon at Sreerampur village

e g - G ; A I:..q.:.. _:.:_,.:. . A near Sutlrhﬂl' ill Mmda thﬂna

G o el ¥ | | of Naogaon district succumbed

e WY Tl TSN D ™ | to injuries on way to Rajshahi .

A E e Merii]ical College Hospital last

They were identified as Moz-
zamel and Sushil.

The incident occurred when

4 | a BDR vehicle was attacked at

e i Srctran;lpur on Naogaon-Ra-

] ' jshahi Highway by the angry

vilﬁl%ers who blocked vehicular

traffic following a road accident
that left a 9-year-old girl killed
in the morning.

At one stage, the BDR per-
sonnel opened fire to disperse

the villagers killing a man on
the spot. He was later identified

.......
o

Mirpur yesterday to pay homage to the reanwilies 1oad commuis

cation between Naogaon and
See Page 12 Col 1

Opposition calls
day-long hartal
at Habiganj

HABIGANJ, Dec 14: A half-
day hartal, called by BNP, was"
observed peacefully in the dis-
trict town today protesting the

— Star photo

'Tributes to martyred
intellectuals

By Staff Currespondent-

The nation yesterday paid up in long queues.
glowing tributes to the intellec- Prime Minister and Awami

b tuals who were anartyred. g chief Sheikh Hasina, Thursday's ingident in ch
two days ahead of the victor flanked by party colleagues, | seven people were Killed in po-
the War of Liberation. garlanded the portrait of Father | lice firing, reports UNB.

On December 14, 1971, of the Nation Bangabandhu Meanwhile, the opposition
of the country’s most gifted sons Sheikh Mujibur Rahman early | political parties jointly called

were picked up from their resi- gesterda morning at Banga- a dawn-to-dusk hartal in the

dences by local collaborators of andhu Bhaban in the city. town tomorrow demanding a
the Pakistani occupation forces Later at around 7 am. the udicial inquitl;y committee,
and butchered with the evil mo-  Prime Minister placed wreaths eaded by a judge of the Hi
tive of t the emerging na- at the Memorial, at Mirpur in Court, and compensation for
tion intellectually bankrupt. homage to the martyred intel- | the dead and the injured.

In the city yesterday, all lectuals. Bugle played the last The ruling Awami League to-
roads led to the Martyred Intel- post and a smartly turned out day organised a meeting at the

) Poil Govt Primary School
ute as the premier laid remises with Syed Ahmedul

E[uq in the chair and called
upon the opposition parties Lo
withdraw the Monday's hartal.

See Page 12 Col 1

contingent of the army gave a
gun
wreaths and stood in solemn si-
lence there for a few minutes.

From Mirpur, Hasina went
See Page 12 Col 5

lectuals Memorial at Mirpur
and Rayerbazar mass grave.
Grief-striken people in their
thousands hlnclf there to pay
their respect to the martyrs.
They placed wreaths by lining

On Victory Day
Prime Bank

Shares the pride with the Nation
and all its clients.

Prime Bank

announces the openimng of its TWO
new branches at Sylhet, the land blessed
with the memory of the Saints.

On 17 of Dec.'97 Prime Bank's
12th branch and 2nd Islami Banking Branch
opens at Amberkhana, Sylhet

and

on the 18 of Dec.'97 Prime Bank's
13th branch opens at Moulvi Bazar, Sylhet.

Another forward step in banking services.

AA Prime Bank Limited

- a bank with a difference

Head Office : Adamjee Court Annex Building-2
119-120, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka
Phone : 9562983, PABX: 9567265




