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CCESS to information is a
AL e s
is: "a de ‘ in which

fundamental human rights,
freedom and respect for the
dignity and worth of the human
person shall be guaranteed and
in which eflective participation
by the people through their
elected representatives in
administration at all levels
shall be ensured.” In order for
the people to effectively
participate through their
elected sentatives, it is
necessary t be aware of
the facts and tion re-
lating to the affairs of the Re-
’ They should have adequate
information not only about the
candidates whom they are

to vote for. but must also have

kno about the agenda
and the of the
ermnment, the political

the legislators. and the gov-
ernment leaders. In order for

false and false in-
Md&mmﬁc
SO L.

the people may form their own
t it is im-

portant that should be
provided accurate infor-

issues and thus increase

te for more in-

formation. this context, the
planning and mechanism for
nhtﬂnin& :I::furmltlnn and
catering 's need is
a skill and an art

thought and conscience as well
as the freedom of speech and of

d

" HE rapid spread of
rape, police rape, ga-
ng rape and other

sexual assaults on women is

mostly explained by the biolo-
gistic argument that men's sex-
uality is basically essive
and based on irresistible drives
and that of woman is basically
assive and masochistic.”
Mics, Patriarchy and Ac-
cumulation on a World Scale,
1986).This was written in the
context of India. The situation
in Bangladesh, however is not
very different. Similar argu-

Eenu arghumln B afadﬂh

ju.l.l!l.)lr e ent act of rape.

In the last few years in[;-
dents of rape and other sexual
offences have increased alarm-
mglL The documentation unit
of Ain O Sﬂllhfml'(% has
compiled l'?l‘ll m Y pa-

pers which show that ET o

women and minor girls were

raped in 1995. In 1 it in-

creased to 262 and in 1997,

from January to June 365

women and girl children were

raped. Media statistics under-
mimate cﬂ:;ijnal incidents.

victims do not report ra
to the police. Women are reluf:
tant to talk about rape by hus-
band or boyfriend. Rape is
committed and in many cases
the accused went either scot
free or received acquittal order
from the court in absence of
proper evidence. And this was
not a failure on the part of the
complainant but usually due to
the inadequacies in the rape
law and the attitudinal problem
of the investigation officer,
la and the :

ular perceptions about
:*.apc not reflect the reality. It

commonly assumed that r

is committed in lonely pla::

outside the protective enclosure

of the home, in dark streets or
in desolate fields, where the vic-
tims screams will unheard.

But facts reveal that rape is

committed in the home, in the

fields, in public and in institu-
tions. It is also assumed that
potential victims of rape are
mﬂn, but victims have

a 3-year-old and a

60-year-old woman. re is a

belief that a rapist is a sick per-

vert, but evidence reveals that
he can also be a friend. lover, or

a close relative. In a society

which ts men's violence

agam?lt women ;.ll the norm, we
are e lo ra -

!pu%w%a social s tu:,T cfr

economic . All of us

face a hidden a]reat and all of
us are potential rape victims.

The fear of rape, then paradoxi-

cally defines and invades the

space in which we are led to
believe we are safe. In reality.

we are not safe anywhere in a

society which represses us, in

-;tuch our rtg;tl, need and de-

sires are neglected and ren-

dered invisible.

ptf.ri named Naima, 13, was
ra a 48-year-old man
named Salam, the father of her
friend. He has a wife and two
children. When his wife was out

his daughter invited Natma to
come and spend the night with

. of utmost im
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the press. These rights are in-
terdependent and as concept
they are also interconnected.
All of these rights are linked
with the t to information.
Without the free flow of infor-
mation and exchange of opin-
ion there cannot be the forma-
tion of m{ free and honest
opindon. ch n
there cannot be the public shar-
ung -
ticipation of people in the pol-

icy making area. Even a new-
bomb:t::yhhaannumbcr of

rights as the t to food.
to clothing. to shelter, to
healthy and friendly environ-

ment so on and so forth. But all
these rights cannot be devoid of
nor can be isolated from the
first birth cry that it makes,
which is the of the right
to expression. As the child
mhﬂ manner of expression
‘# into better articula-
tion. With ago and maturity it
ﬁ:: éven more lgghluu::nttd.
concept can applied in
respect to the freedom of ex-
in its individual, so-

cial and political dimension. In
articulating this right, the skill
and the mechanism is also de-

“vdmomd with practice in a par-
society. Such practice is

dia
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and The Role of Media
Access to information is a
concern. In a country

tively.
caretaker mmmmt during
elections, arly. the media
must also have a 1 of ex-
perts on various su ts, and a
panel of questioners. Through
various question and answer
sessions the people must be
able to get the relevant answers
to relevant issues. Like in the
Elrllamcnt. people may also

ave alternative way to access
information through question
hour on TV & radios. These
question answer sessions can

her. At ht. he forced inter-
course with her and threatened
her nothtn ha]i;;_bnut it. After
raping her he offered to marry
her if she agreed to have further
intercourse. On this pretext he
used to rape her for at least 5
months. her brother and
the community came to know
about the incident, her brother
hrutht her to Ain O Salish

ra for legal help. By then
she was a few weeks ant.
She, with her family on
an abortion, but it was too late
and she gave birth to a dead
baby. Salam was arrested and
put in to jail but his lawyer ob-

-tained his release on bail. Now

he threatens Naima and her
family.

The case has been under
trial for four years because the
Assistant Public Prosecutor
submits time tion whenever
there is a date for hearing. An-
other reason is that the investi-

tion officer has been trans-
erred to another police station
and a new officer has yet to be
Etouﬂﬂd. It l;ymm to legit-

se rape o marriage
in order to k the ‘honor’ of
the victim and the family. In
this case Naima's parent did
not want her to be married with

the rapist.

In another under trial case a
victim was g: raped by four
men. Empl as a domestic

maid she had sexual inter-
course with the son sometimes
willingly, under false promise of
marriage and sometimes by
force. Other maids in their
house were also used by him.
She obviously felt insecure and
left the house. In the street she
was kidnapped and gang raped
by four men. The witnesses
have been cross examined.
Again the trial is taking long as
the Puhlic prosecutor is apply-
ing for more time to collect evi-
dence, and due to overwork.

Investigation into rape cases
have not done satisfacto-
rily and the ce investigation

often takes the side of an
influential rapist. This happens
articularly in cases where po-
ice and ce officers are al-
leged accused. We have seen
this in Sima Chowdhury and
Yasmin Akhter's case.

In the criminal justice sys-
temn of Bangladesh rape trials
are held in the Session Courts
and in Special Courts, i.e. dis-
trict criminal courts. The legal
system is prejudiced. from the
police to the various court offi-
cials. The Public Prosecutor (PP)
is employed by the State to pre-
sent evidence in favour of the
rape victim. The most crucial
issue here is the judge's de-
mand of proof of resistance
from the victim. The belief un-
g;r:'g'lng this demand is that a
go woman would fight back

prevent someone from ra
her and as a result she rﬂ?lgt
have some wound or injury on
hum Otherwise she may be
acc of secretly wanting to

be raped or of enjoying it. Rape
trial often try to establish that

most rape victims provoke rape

also have ministers and party
leaders on the el to answer
uestions. They can participate
with the experts. Such ex-
ercise could be a continuous
ocess throughout the whole
ve-year term and during the
entire tenure of any particular
government. During the elec-
tion campaigning the question
answer session can be edited

by M Amir-Ul Islam

nuendo may easily blur the vi-
sion and judgment of the elec-
torate. Unless the people are
well informed and have regular
access to correct and u(l:;jcctlvt
information duly tested, veri-
fied and scrutinized through
various media and communi-
cation mechanism, false propa-

tions and restrictions which
are imposed in the interest of
the security of the state,
friendly relations with foreign
state, public order, decency or
morality or in relation to con-

temnpt of court, defamation or -

incitement for committing any
offence.
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__Law and Our Rights __ _
Right to Information: A Key to Integr

time publication of Lajja and
Nari have been banned. These
are the instances of application
of the repressive laws restrict-

the freedom of the press and
publication. The test of reason-
able restriction is yet to be de-
termined by the Supreme Court.
Similarly the laws under the
colonial era also need to be re-
viewed in order to make them

Journalists and the media therefore play the role of an investigator, a prosecutor and of a
Judge. In doing so it must also act as a strong lawyer for the defence in case the
bnMatehrgetnfupMicularmsaruiews likely to afffect, may have
something to say on the topic however strong or feeble, acceptable or not to
the writer-publisher or even the reader but it must be given due weight and

the same must find it's

—

and summarized and the issues
properly identified. The politi-
cal parties and the leaders could
be asked to give their views and
opinions as well as their agenda
and work plan on the basis of
their stands and performance
on these matters so identified.
They could be examined and
cross examined by the media
experts, panel members and
questioners. Sumrmarized facts
and figures and the presenta-
tion before the electorates for
their verdicts. So the people
could have adequate informa-
tion regarding the party agenda
and the performance of the po-
litical parties and the govern-
ment in power and their future

mme and action plan. In-
ormation about the matters
which concern the people is vi-
tal and important for the

ganda and innuendo can have
misguidln}i:ff:ct on the elec-
torates. ligious, local, re-
gional and parochial senti-
ments may win the day and
such verdict of the pcﬂrpie will
no doubt be a verdict of misdi-
rection to the jury resulting in
the miscarriage of the political

tem. Through the media and
the communication mecha-
nism, the election can be linked
with the national life and the
daily life of the people and
their problems and issues
which involve the people every
day. In this process, the election
needs to be integrated into our
national life. Election has not
been made the culmination of
the choice the people make as a
part of a continuous process all
through the five years term. But
this comes more as a sudden

Under our laws there are re-
strictions imposed on the free-
dom of expressions most of
which are contained under
Bangladesh Penal Code and
Contempt of Court Act. The rea-
sonableness of those laws has
not been tested as yet. Publica-
tion of h which was con-
sidered as sedition under a
colonial regime may have lost
its significance in an indepen-
dent country.

Sedition may not have the
same bearing in a country
which is free and where le
are not likely to be easily led to
violence through incitement. In
recent years there have been
cases when a writer has been
gmmuted and persecuted for

lasphemy and the journalists
have been arrested with non-
bailable warrant issued for al-

place along with the other side of the story.

compatible to the concept of
freedom of expression guaran-
teed as Fundamental Rights un-
der our Constitution. Besides
the question of restriction and
the role of the law, there are
also policy areas of the gov-
ernment which follow discrim-
inatory practice in pic and
choosing newspaper which re-
ceive doles and patronage in
various forms. Such practice
also has a adverse effect on
the freedom of the press and
newspapers. Governments often
use the carrot and the stick pol-
icy to cajole the press.

Like the life and liberty,
people’s right to reputation is
also very valuable and the re-
spect for life, liberty and repu-
tation is very important in a
society. The media can easily
destroy the reputation of an in-_

Under our laws there are restrictions imposed on the freedom of expressions most of which

are contained under

Bangladesh Penal Code and

of Court Act. The rea-

sonableness of those laws has not been tested as yet. Publication of speech which
was considered as sedition under a colonial regime may have lost its

significance in an independent country.

transparency as well as for ac-
countability of the government
and the political leaders.

Information : A Key to
Integration

Information is the key issue,
and access to information is the
q_z:ltewn}r for reaching to power.

e people have to be made
aware of what is hap ng in
regard to matters which con-
cern their life and living. Elec-
tion procedures are made to
look efficient but their en-
forcement as well as object and
procedures of such procedures
could remain unfulfilled. False
propaganda and misleading in-

one shot choice once in five
years (if le are lucky) and
thereafter people are forgotten
as an appendix to the system for
rest of the term. At best the -
ermnment and legislators be-
come patron for their support-
ers and constituents seeking to
establish a patron client rela-
tionship with the electorates. If

le are not treated as a judge
and a participant in the system
of governance and in decision
making on a day to day basis

through the liament and the
media, people do not actually
know which way to turn during

the poll day. Then they are
]ikr’lt{ to be easily mislead.
ere are of course regula-

leged defamation. There are
also instances when journal-
ists, editors and writers have
been arrested under Special
Powers Act and prosecuted for
allegedly hurting religious be-
lief and sentiment. Bail has
also been refused in most of
these cases. All of these aclions
against the writers and journal-
ists have adverse effect on the,
freedom of the press, the free-
dom of conscience and on the
freedom of expression. Till the
repeal of the relevant sections
of Special Powers Act, this
black law was used for proscrib-
ing the publication of newspa--

s. This black law was in ef-
ect till 1991. Even in recent
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To Resist is Our Constitutional Obligation

Did the 3-year-old girl child
provoke a man's desire to have
sexual intercourse with her?
The definition of rape is to
force sexual intercourse on a
woman against her will and
without her consent. Lawyers
and womern rights activist have
considered this definition as
narrow and limited, as it has
not been very helpful renderin
justice. The legal definition o
rape in section 375 of the Penal
Code states that, "a man is said
to commit rape who except in
the case hereinafter excepted,
has sexual intercourse with a
woman under circumstances
falling under any of the five fol-
lowing descriptions : (1) against
her well (2) without her consent
(3) with her consent., when her
consent has been obtained by
putting her in fear ol death, or
of hurt (4} with her consent,
when the man knows that he is
not her husband. and that her
consent is given because she
believes that he is another man
to whom she is or believes her-
self to be lawfully married and
(5] with or without her consent
when she is under 14 years of

Explanation @ penetration is
sufficient to constitute the sex-
ual intercourse necessary to the
offerice of rape Exception —
sexual intercourse by a man
with his own wife not being un-
der thirteen vyears of age
(Women and Children Repres-
sion Act. 1995 has made it 16

years). is not rape
The definition of rape clearly

slates that penetration is suffi-
cient proof of rape. The term
without consent' is also difficult
to prove as Lhe act can occur
under circumstances in which
the victim, from the shock of at-
tack. cannot resist rape.

Rape is an extremely violent
act and is degrading to a
woman. At the same time it
makes a woman ashamed and
frightened and she is unable to
respond to or immediate need
to report to a doctor or police
statiori. The rapist sometimes
uses a lot of force and in such a
situation, bodily wound is the
only primary evidence. So, if
mark of penetration, bodily
wound, resistance and lack of
consent is absent, the rape is
not established, consent in-
volves three different aspects.
(1) proof of resistance [2??&:1
sexual conduct and (3) corrobo-
ration. [t was decided in a case
that absence of any injury on
her back or buttocks or to her
private part indicate that she
was a consentin party.
|Sardara V 5tate of Haryana,
1980, Punj, LR 18 DLR 91.

The terms penetration’ and
without consent do not cover
the other aspects of rape, and
consent is more often than not
the central issue in a rape trial.
The consent requirement is in-
tended to be used to disti ish
between legitimate and illegiti-
mate sexual activity. However
in case of raping a minor girl.
consent or without consent

does not make any difference as_

: :a-[;aﬁﬁg ; mnmnﬂ ﬂﬂnﬁm

dar Prakash V State, 1985, A |
R, the court held that the con-
sent of a 16 year old was wl:ml!?r
irrelevant for determini of -
fence under section 375 of Pe-
nal Code of which the appellant
was convicted.

Women's campaign for re-
form of rape law is aruuumf
public awareness because o
the large number of rape inci-
dents reported in different parts
gf Bmduhhﬁfumt" have

ema simp legal pro-

cedures. The Wumur:igaf'ﬁj Child
Repression Act (special provi-
sion) 1995, pas by the Par-
liament has only increased the
punishment.

There has been considerable
debate amongst the women's
group in India on the definition
of rape law. The ad hoc sub-
committee constituted by the
National Commission on
Women, and in its proposed
Sexual Assault Draft Bill 1993,
consolidated the provisions re-
lating to rape (Section 375, 375
of Indian Penal Code), outraging
the modesty of a woman
[Section 509 of Indian Penal
Code), and assault against a
woman with intention to out
rage her modesty (Section 354
of Indian Penal Code) as well as
sexual abuse of children
(suggested new provision) under
a chapter entitled 'Sexual As-
sault’. The Draft Bill replaced
rape provision of Section 375 of
[IPC by Sexual Assault. Sexual
assault is defined as penetra-

dividual or a party or a group.
In projecting the image of a
country and its people the me-
dia can Elay an important role.
It, re, needs to be careful
and respectful to the reputa-
tions of the ple and of an
individual. Character assassi-
nation is no less harmful, and
fatal than the physical assassi-
nation at times. In the name of
right to information, intrusion
into someone's private life or to
pursue a scandal, in other
words, yellow journalism can
not be a justifiable exercise of
press freedom. Such abuse of
freedom no doubt needs to
evaluated vis a vis the right
of an individual to his/her pri-

tion of a man penis, into the
vagina, the external genitalia,
anus or mouth of another per-
son. It also includes, the intro-
duction by a person of an object
or a part of the body into the
vagina or anus of another per-
son. The other sexual offences
such as, any person for sexual
purpose touches directly or in-
directly with a part of the body
or with an object of the body of
another person. And with a
sexual purpose utters any word
makes any sound or gesture.

The Centre for Feminist Le-
gal Research (CFLR) group cri-
tiqued on the ad hoc subcom-
mittee's proposed law that the
law is directed towards vio-
lence, rather than the sexual
aspect of the crime. It su ted
that the p broad ni-
tion of sexual assault tends to
dilute the seriousness of the of-
fence by including in the same
category offences which
amount to sexual harassment
(uttering word with sexual pur-
m rather than assault. The

has proposed that the of-
fences of sexual harassment
should be under a separate
provision in the Code.

The CFLR has proposed a
new legislation (substitute
existing section 375) which
defines rape as sexual assault,
for the s of this section
sexual assault includes : (a) The

introduction (to any extent) by a

man of his penis into the
vagina, the external genitalia,
anus or mouth of another per-
son (b) the introduction (to any
extent) by a person of an ulﬂ::ct
or a part of the body. other than
the penis, into the vagina or
anus of another Pcrlﬂn (c)
Where any person, for the pur-
pose of sexual gratification,
touches directly or indirectly,
with a part of the body or with
an object, any part of the body
of another .

Rape is a violation of a wom-
an's right to sexual autonom
and bodily integrity. The CFL
proposal seeks to eliminate rape
from the Penal Code and re-
place it with sexual assault, ag-
gravated sexual assault, and
sexual assault with a weapon,
threats to a third party, or
causing bodily harm. The new
definition focuses attention on
the elements of the actual crime
rather than the complainant.
This legal approach would def-
initely strengthen the case in
favour of the victim. By doing
away with terms such as rape
and indecent assault, sex dis-
crimination in interpretation
and application of the law will
be mitigated.

Source : The Bangladesh Pe-
nal Code, 1860. Memorandum
on Reforms of Laws Relating to
Sexual offences, prepared by
centre for Feminis¢ Legal Re-
search, 1996,

Memorandum on Reforms of
Laws Relating to Sexual Of-
fences, prepared by Centre for
Feminist Legal Research, 1996,

The writer , a human rights
activist, (s a Research fellow of
Ain O Salish Kendra.
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vacy is also guaranteed under
our Constitution. Thus the
Right to Privacy and the right to
reputation hand in hand.
The social value and the culture
in the West, for instance, do not
resent free publication of gossip
or scandal of private life of the
members of the royalty or a
celebrity in public life. ’l'irua. no

doubt, may create immense in- .

terest among the readers to an

extent almost {ustlf]ﬂng such

publication. In the Eastern cul-
ture, on the other hand, it will

not be such a welcome reading.
Private life of people, therefore

may not become the subject of
information business as much
as it thrives in the West as an
industry quite easily. Yet, me-
dia has of course the capacity to
create an appetite for such pri-

vate scandal. Hence, opinion or
even choosing the media also
needs to make a value judgment
and exercise its own choice and
discretion in playing its role. It
should also practice a self cen-
sorship, a restraint, a modera-
tion and a balance in projecting
a news or formulating an issue
or in ventilating an opinion

and even choosing the subject
or a topic for publication. Me-
dia makes the choice whether
an issue or a topic is a matter of
public concern or interest. Does
it help in resolving the conflicts
and concern of the public and
the society? Does it help people
to gather information, forming
objective on etc. It is con-
tinuously deciding the issue as

to whether a cular subject
ought or ought not be subject

matter of public concern and if

it is what importance it should
deserve and how the same be
treated.

Journalists and the media
therefore play the role of an in-
vestigator, a prosecutor and of a
judge. In doing so it must also
act as a strong lawyer for the
defence in case the immediate
target of a particular news or
views likely to affect, may have
something to say on the topic
however strong or feeble, ac-
ceﬁlable or not to the writer-
publisher or even the reader but
it must be given due weight and
the same must find it's place
along with the other side of the

| stnR'.
eed for identifying major

national problemns demands the
formulation of right policy for
the media. Unless the main is-
sues concerned with the life of
the people and their priorities
find place in the main agenda
for action, the feuple'a interest
will always be lost in deciding

T
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'faclur_v,r‘s containers as 'pledged

commodity’ of SB. The Bank
said he did not refine the oil for
a long time. On suspicion, the
SB requested the Bangladesh
Standard and Testing Institute
(BSTI) to run a quality test of
the oil. The BSTI report found
that the oil containers had
large amounts of water in it.
BSTI report held Mohammad
Ali nsible for the adulter-
ation of oil. But surprisingly.
SB did not make any criminal
char nst him. Evidences
of collusion between Moham-
mad Ali and some SB officials
also become clear by the fact
that while Mohammad Ali had
Tk 5.44 cr unadjusted loan as
advance against merchandise
(AAM). The bank sanctioned
him another loan of Tk 7.54 cr
AMM. The BB has identified
this action of the SB as %uin&
against the interest of the ban
itself. The BB has already di-
rected the head office of the SB
to take action against the offi-
cials responsible for such flout-
ing of bank rules.

Al-Baraka Bank

Mohammad Ali has Tk
50.36 cr of defaulting loans
with Al-Baraka Bank against
his three enterprises — Fatullah
Steel Rerolling, Ripon Traders,
and AB Vegetable Industries
Ltd. He had taken the loan
a,g:inat the collateral of Soy-
abean oil. This oil, once again,
has been found to be mostly
water in content. Al-Baraka
failed to take any action -
ing this adulteration of oil.
Rather, the BB inspection had
found that through collusion
with Al-Baraka's officials. Mo-
hammad Ali had managed to
take crores of Taka worth of
additional loans despite having
defaulting loans with the same
bank. The inspection had also
found that Al-Baraka had not
taken any stock report of Mo-
hammad Ali's portfolio and
neither did it collect reports
from other banks about his
loan status. al measures are
now being taken against Al-
Baraka Bank and Mohammad
Ali.

IFIC Bank

IFIC Bank had sanctioned
Tk 11 er loan to Mohammad
Ali for purchasing shares. This
was done in complete violation
of banking rules and against
the interest of the bank itself.
Mohammad Ali had neither
mentioned the reason for tak-
ing loan nor did he mention
any loan amount in his appli-
cation. The loan was sanctioned
before taking necessary
collateral or completing docu-
mentation for the loan which is
a violation of banking rules.

Later, as Mohammad Ali
defaulted in repaying his loan,
the IFIC Bank advertised in the
newspaper for selling of his col-
lateral in the form of share cer-
tificates of Dhaka Vegetable Oil
Industries Ltd. At this s . All
took initiative to reschedule his
loan and submitted a cheque for
Tk 2.78 cr as ten cent down-
payment of his loan amount.

* the society where

l::olicy and its implementation.

t would never be possible in

that case to make the le ef-

fective participant in the af-

fairs of the Republic without

making the people and particu-

larly the concern of the disad-

vantaged people as the main is-

sue. It is important to initiate,

therefore, a national debate so

that information could be col-

lected on those issues which

could then be fed into the main-
stream of the information me-

dia. People must be made the
judge in deciding issues and
their opinions must be counted
in all matters. This may need
guiding and even educa and
training the public mind thus
developing a systemn and an ob-

jective method in formation of
opinion. This process need to be
followed without trying to im-

pose a preconceived bias or a

notion. The media thus be-

comes an educator and a very
powerful element in public life.

Information and media and the
value related matters have two
way process but it needs a mul-
tidimensional approach. This

can only be developed by shar-

ing information and having ex-
change of opinion and views on

all matters which concerns the

public life. In doing so people
also will be able to develop
awareness along with the re-

spect and tolerance for the
opinions and views of other
people. Our society, in the past,
suftered authoritarian rule un-

der various autocratic regimes
in one form or another. Most
people connected with power
are used to opinionated and

authoritarian views, They are
used to talking rather than lis-
tening and while talking they
talk down upon the pmpFe from
the above. There has not been
enough ventilation of free opin-
ion in our society nor enough
listening from the bottom
strata of the society. Trans-
par:nc{ itself has a correcting
effect. It is llke a mirror before
le can see
themselves and it works like
self correcting mechanism. The
transparent culture needs to be
integrated into our society. All
of these together will help cre-
ate an environment in which
people can work up a democracy
which is meaninéul for every-
one.

The writer is a senior
lawyer, Bangladesh Supreme
Court, Constitution Expert, and
Chairman, Legal Education
Committee of the Bar Council of
Bangladesh.

abean oil

But when the bahk ‘sent thei
cheque for encashment, it was
dishonoured. Bouncing of
cheques is a criminal offence,
But IFIC did not take any action
against Ali. The BB has already
asked the IFIC Bank to explain
why it did not take action
against Ali.

Rupali Bank

The board of directors of Ru-
pali Bank sanctioned a Tk 2.50
cr loan against Messers Shan
Fashion Export Ltd of Mo-

jhammad Ali on May 8,1995,
Mohammad Ali had furbished
collateral for the loan which
was worth only Tk 6.50 lakh.
But the bank's officials had in-
explicably evaluated it as
worth Tk 1.26 cr, an amount
much higher than the real value
of the property.

Moreover, the bank's board
had approved the loan even be-
fore receiving confidential re-
port on the applicant’s loan sta-
tus with other banks and before
taking certificates from the
bank engineers about the valua-
tion of the asset shown as col-
lateral. This, the BB inspection
team said, is a serious irregu-
larity.

AB Bank

Mohammad Ali had taken
loans from AB Bank in the
name of Fatullah Steel
Rerolling mills. The amount of
defaulted amount is now Tk
1.29 cr. The bank has already
filed a case to recover the
money.

The collusion of so many
bank officials in the elaborate
money scam has taken the
Bangladesh Bank officials by
surprise, and has shocked the
officials of the ministry. The
role of the bank officials has
cast a shadow on the credibility
'ql' the whole system, experts
eel.

Mohammad Ali's version

Mohammad Ali talked to
The Daily Star about the alle-
gations against him. He said all
these charges against him are
politically motivated. About
the adulterated content of soy-
abean oil found in his factory.
he denied the thal'iE%’l

He said the report is
baseless. But when asked
whether he would challenge the
report, be said no. He claimed
that he is repaying mcmeir to
banks and mentioned that he
had already paid Tk 50 lakh to
Al-Baraka where his total de-
faulting loan amount is Tk
50.36 cr. He also claimed that
he had repaid Tk 50 lakh to
IFIC some three months ago
where his defaulting loan
amount is Tk 20.32 cr. He
claimed that he is in no way
connected with Shan Fashion
which has Tk. three crore de-
faulting outstanding loans. He
said he had resigned from its
directorship and Is in no way
responsible for the loan. But the
fact remains that he had re-
- in 1996 from the board
of the company and the loan
was taken in 1995 which means
that he can not avoid responsi-
bility for the loan.



