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Jails are Hells

If there is anything close to hell on earth then
probably it is a jail in Bangladesh. Thursday's Star
report on jail inmates’ jeremiad once again re-
minded us of this oft perceived notion. It took the
untimely deaths of two young men for the world to
know that the Narayanganj District Jail is no
more a place for a living person. A gaol with a ca-
pacity for 126 inmates it now overflows with a
population of 779! Prisoners spoiling their clothes
for the lack of adequate toilet facilities, and wait-
ing for winter to have some sleep at last because it

summer — are some of the horrid details that tend
and if

is impossible to sleep in the heat and congestion of |

to question whether we are civilised enough

we still subscribe to the view that a jail is to.reform

a criminal back to a law-abiding life

This paper has been vociferously pleading with
the authorities to undertake the task of jail reform
for a long time. In the aftermath of the bloody jail-
break in Jessore when the whole country was
caught in a consciousness frenzy about the inhu-
man inner reality of prison houses in Bangladesh,
it was known that the committee formed with the
express view of recommending measures for jail
reform did a fairly exhaustive job and it was left to
authorities to implement them. But nothing has
been heard since then.

What is happening in the jails in Bangladesh is a
twin robbing of rights of very fundamental nature.
Not only is there continuing a reign of basic hu-
man rights violation as the authorities are unable
to provide the minimum amenities and medicare
but also people are being constantly denied of a le-
gal right. Majority of the jail population comprises
undertrial prisoners. These people suffer for
months on end whereas they should not be held in |
captivity over three months unless they are con-
victed. Authorities pass the buck by referring to the
tardy colonial legal system of the country for this
extended confinement. But the time has come
where the suffering of the jail inmates can no
longer be ignored in an endless jugglery of respon-
sibility.

It is sad that the present government which ap-
peared so sincere and positively inclined about ad-
dressing the inhuman condition of jail dwellers
seems to have been caught in the all too familiar
syndrome of feet dragging.

Please, wake up and act.

An Ominous Upswing

If the year, which is into its last month, stands
out for the sheer volubility of resolutions adopted
against incidence of violence on women and chil-
dren, it seems all set to close on a highly alarming
note of insecurity for those two most vulnerable
segments of our society. Ju Dhaka city alone during;

‘last eleven months 488 women and children *
preyed on by rapists and 183 were abducted °
making for a monthly average of above 44 in the
first category of crime and very nearly 17 in the
second. Since there is a thin line of demarcation
between rape and abduction, especially as far as
the women or girl children went the incidence of
sexual crime might well have been higher than 44
per month.

Dhaka being the capital city is supposed to be the
most well-guarded among the country's urban cen-
tres. Ironically it is not. This is for the fact that the
metropolitan police force is to a very large extent
deployed for VIP duties, tailing political and as-
sorted other processions and keeping an eye on
public meetings of variegated persuasions. What-

stationary and mobile vigilante duties. While the
information relay network needs to be modernised
with a wide scanner coverage, short-notice arrival
of reinforcements will have to be guaranteed.

The incidents of rape and abduction do not hap-
pen all of a sudden. There must have been, in most
cases, incipient early warnings about them coming
which needed to be heeded timely for stopping
them on the track. We suggest community or ward
level visit and intervention as an antidote to the
barbaric crimes against women and children.

Stop This Now

Poisoning a community's water is a capital
crime in many countries of the world. This crime
is, however, inconceivable in the modern times.

One of Bangladesh's most precious blessings of
nature is the Sundarbans. Besides yielding annu-
ally wealth worth a billion to multifarious takers,
it holds the potential of immeasurably more
bounty. And even that is nothing compared to its
value as the linchpin holding Bangladesh's ecosys-
tem together ensuring its position as one of the
pleasantest living countries in the world.

This treasure trove has been exploited for cen-
turies, but without harming it eventually. With the
increase in man's power to plunder and kill nature,

]

Sundarbans has fallen a helpless victim to van-
dals and rogues of the strangest variety. Man, it
seems, is bent on seeing the end of this biggest
mangrove forest in the world, one that secures the
coast lands of this country against the lashings of
world's highest sea tides. As if the continuous wast-
ing of the wonderful 600 thousand hectare forest
together with government failures that spur this
rather than arrest, was not enough, the vandals
have started to kill all life forms in its rivers and
channels spread over 200 thousand hectares. First,
in their greed to catch a pricey variety of shrimp
they trawled the rivers in a way that killed 150
fishes to get one shrimp.

And then someone thought up to poison the
rivers and water courses so that these throw up
their fishes for easy catching. As a result the Sun-

darbans is now being fast reduced into a slaughter-
house of all forms of life living in water.

If this cannot be stopped forthwith why should
there be a government at all for this nation?
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The Rural Non-farm Economy

A large segment of RNFA have the potentiality to deliver higher productivity
than agriculture and pull labour out of agriculture. Appropriate credit and
infrastructure policies could help these grow faster and firm.
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OPINION

CHT Peace Accord

The ng of the Chitta-
gong Hill peace accord is
currently being hotly deba.ed
among many circles. The
principal tion parties are
engaged in hartal and in a
massive mobilization of public
opinion this accord.

There is no doubt that the
from
normal administrative pat-
terns in other parts of the
country. The granting of some
sort of autonomy to the CHT
tribals raises alarms in many
circles as to whether is a pre-

lude to an Indﬁndcm:c move-
Emt by the tri :ﬂ lttﬂ-;ay also

forcefully argu t such
extraordin concessions will
encourage other tribals in the
Sylhet or Madhupur area to
seek similar status. Further, it
is clear that the local council —

envisaged in the accord, will
have the right to determine who

can and cannot come and live

in this area. As
Bangladeshi netter observed,

why should any Bangladeshi be
disallowed to in a of
T
are no such | on the
tribals? Such .' are in-
deed serious uni normal
conditions.

a hgln the other hand, from a
spective, a small
minority of a bigger political
had little Teverage i the pollt:
e leverage in the ti-
cal process that ﬂlgﬂ des-
tiny of the piece
they are their ancestors called
.'" They had little to do
with the dominant forces that
curved out Pakistan or the ones

that brought about Bangladesh.
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Saleh Tanveer

In the name of development,
they have been to mas-

sive from the Kaptai
pmjm little or no com-
pensation. There is reason to
ltrm&ldnuht if they would
have subject to such care-
less treatment, if those in g

tions of power considered them
the same as the rest of us.

Further, with the continued
migration of nontribals, who
do not share their culture, lan-

or religion, feel disen-

in their own land.

There is no understanding

shown by successive govern-

ments to their concerns. They
are told to their

and see t cmulireu as

“Bangalee” — not too dissimilar
in spirit to what was

in another day and another
time: Forget that you are

mﬂ!: m this day on-
, You are Pakistanis.

Our litical leaders, and
“indeed the intelli-
ﬁ:tﬂa at 3 to realise

t the t effective to

identit into a la.r‘&
B iden was to
S
holds for ‘Thi

. This
was not going to achieved
when nﬂnu’:llfy demands are
met with denial and dismissal.
Further, in the early stages of
the armed revolt, our response
has been to send in more troops
to to contain them militar-
ily. We cried foul about India's
i::vul\rtment, while nf?:t ru:n&
nising opportunities for politi-
cal settlement. A qunrtcf"o of a
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The Systems Loss in the
Garment Export Industry

We are all proud of the
achievements of the garment
export sector. Most of the credit
goes to the early pioneers who
slowly but surely build up the
market themselves during the
initial period, without much

‘awareness’ by the government.

They have accumulated about

ence and
it appears,

two decades of
expertise. Still,
things are not wurkyellg
smoothly and at routine level.
Why the small day-to-day hur-
dles have-to be brought to the
level? i
But it is noticed that no gov-
ernment or can satisfy

the BGMEA. It comes up with a

list of demands at periodieal in-
tervals, ess of the

in power. The latest is the 25-

nt demand. There is a pat-

in this exercise : the de-

-that no
anticipate the changing
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aecrease. What is the inference
from this pattern of working?

Of course, global and local
conditions are changing much
faster than normally expected.
The question arises : how is it
regulatory agency can
r:-
quirements of this industry;
and the rule makers always

seem to be caught na un-
less pointed out in the form of
‘demands'? P

Either it is insensitive ad-
ministrative, or some sort of
pressure tactics are ems-
ployed by the Association
more and more favourable
treatment, some of which may
not be in public interest, that
is. may suit some vested inter-
ests only. Is this the *daﬂw
syndrome' of a spoilt child.

us keep in mind the negligence

7 would be better If the office

bearers meet the press and
clarify this non-routine way of
agitation and getting things
done. How is it that the gar-
ment industry has not yet
reached a routine level of work-
ing even after a decade? It is a
pointer that the coordination
and cooperation mechanism is
not working in the way it has
been planned and is im-
!lent:d. There is systems
ss in the paper work and offi-
cialdom. By the way, what is
the owverall efficiency of the
arment industry during the
t 10-year period? BGMEA in-
ternal statistics are never pub-

lished, the export fig-
ures, What comnputers are

o
a couple of months,
another list of demands would
be released, judging by the av-
erage. Someth is
somewhere, as the grumbling

never stops.

Call a Hartal, and it's a Hartal

S‘:]UULD hartal be the expressi
and struggie in Banﬁgeah time agai
is gutuunn has n debated over the
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by Matiur Rahman

on of protest
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past quarters within political parties
and uutliﬂe.I?he matter has been mulled over

opinion polls have been carried out and much
has been written on the issue. However, all these
views have come up against a blank wall. Noth-

ing has been taken

into consideration.

Experience shows that hartal remains the main

amme of the
E:lnlg;[ hartal never ;
Hartal has

El::ﬁrmnmﬂ ever since the u

ad's autocratic rule. Even
note

tf:gﬁto'ltinn parties. And the
s
gained prominence in political

urge a nst
gu;smmld

ople's aversion and disinclination

t s hartal. But hartals were observed. Over

the past

have chosen hartal as their
me. It is the leadership of these two

P

five or six years. Awami League and BNP

main action

es who have made this programme, the
most crucial and extreme programme, all too

easy. The way thi
hartal means that
know
opinion is still very
nationwide survey
March 1995 revealed that 51
were to Awami

2 and 13 March that

stand now, a

will be observed. Yet we
well that, just as in the past,
much against hartal. A
conducted by Bhorer
per cent of the
League's hartal on

call for
public
in

year. Another survey on

4
April 1997 reveals that 81 per cent of the petzh;lg
were not in favour of hartal. This indicates that

public opinion against hartal is growing.

BNP leaders are r
gurlng
a

their rule, Awami

epeatedly reminding us that
e observed 173

of hartal. Perhaps BNP researchers have

calculated this total with the inclusion of all
hartals, nationwide and local. Awami League

hasn't refuted this either and so everyon

power, on a local basis

League still calls hartals, blockades and
ammes here and there. On the other

it as true. Even though in
Awami
siege progr

hand, during the rule of the

presen
BNP has observed 38 days of hartal du

e

t government,
this

m.anl\:‘ years, protesting the killings at Rajshahi
jail. From then, during the seven years 1987,
at the simultaneous initiative of, first, the 15-
party alliance and then the 15 and 7-part
alliance, a total of 20 hartals were observed.
This included a 48-hour, that is two-day, hartal
as well. On local level, 31 hartals took dur-
ing that period.

From June till December 1987, a total of 19
days of hartal was observed. This included six
48-hour hartals and one 72-hour hartal. There
were only two half-day hartals. These data were
collected by the writer in January 1988 from
various newspaper reports when writing an
article on hartals. il .

Thus hartals continue on an u d trend in
Bangladesh. During Ershad’'s rule we saw the
hartals 'u ' from half-day to full-

. from 48 hours to 72 hours. And during
BNFP's rule, Awami ue did not resort to
merely one or two da continuous hartal, but
even six-day hartal with certain relaxation.
Now hartals have become an easy programme
for the political parties.

mnEHFmtncleu.ithadalnttnn

nst Awami League's hartals. Now BNP i
observes hartals at regular intervals, even
though former Finance ster Saifur Rahman
has termed hartal and infectious disease. On the
other hand. after crea a record in hartals
itself, Awami € now such pro-
ﬁ‘ammca. Admittedly, Prime Minister Sheikh

asina has said that she has spoken a lot in
favour of hartal and now does not want to speak
against it. London's renowned journal The
Economist (27 September-3 October) has written
that BNP's repeated hartals will accelerate
decline in Bangladesh. Pre-sently, political
stability is most essential to attract foreign
investment. Hartal is damaging stability and
having a debilitating effect on trade and
business. However, BNP states that it is
observing hartal to save the country from a
worse predicament. On the other hand, the
government party lacks the moral s h to

18-month period. Of this six days of hartal were call for an end to hartals, having resorted to
observed nationwide, including Dhaka (one day such strategy itself when in opposition.

being in Dhaka and in the divisional towns). At ty ends

this rate, BNP will be able to break Awami

League's record. The only problem of BNP is that with hartal

now, more than ever before, people are opposed During the last BNP rule, Awami League

to hartal. The would ¢ out
simply rule out  The key to the success of any movement or struggle is hartal by send-

this reaction of

popular support and the capability of mass

ing statements

the le. And
80, fte being mobilisation. Everyone, including leaders of the L'i%;ﬁﬁﬁm “::
mmadt ;n-:“r;lt:r government and opposition parties, should keep it in the different
arties led by mind. Otherwise, hartal will tarnish the image and {7 P P ‘::;5_
Ka: z:f;rm:l‘-;? da.magetkcdrmgthofpoﬁﬂcdtﬂ:dmmmum ﬁ:;r oftfu:-r:gn
exer nation radio stations
certain degree of oon. 0 and would also
restraint. carry out certain
Against the Stream other ||:H.|hllclty work. Then, on the day before the
of Ti hartal, they would have a rather unctory

Actually, it Is not only during the present
times that debate has been raised over hartal. To
observe hartal or not was a point of dispute
within the 15-party alllance headed by Awami

League durin
Ersh

1983
party alliance.
poli
noted. With total disr

the movement against autocrat
ad's military rule, and later in
the movement of the 15-party
From then the tendency
parties to call hartal after hartal was
to public

September
and 7-
of

opinion, the

parties went ahead with their stringent pro-

grammes, feeling that if they continued in this
manner, success would be inevitable. But that is

not what experience has ta
of the sixties has
duﬁ"hm t?l':kq

| ng Pakistan time, frd

the ‘Iron Hmhﬁh?nﬁﬂﬂb?iync. 1

is hartals, were ob-
17 December, 1962;

L]
were

tus. Thes
us that it was not

taught
rr:%l‘liua;itfqn and participation
) the ‘students’’

1962 st
. only

1964, and 7 June, 1966. The 7 June

hart

was observed in support of the six-point

demand!, At the time, large number of

and siulents’ & ‘rike

were held.

. We rememb 1, for these three hartals, small

leaflets were distributed,
e i fl et
m ng in

thro the E:{:'glﬁ te
And on 2] January

e of

posters were displayed

s were held at the street comers. |
oups, posterii g

1962,

1969, a hartal was called
of student leader Asad on
spontaneous hartal it was!
political
wy we |. Next, on the hartal of 24
, the mass movement became a mass

must

upsurge. This two-day programme was observed

at the initiative o
movement. At that time, the
cla curfew.
with

e city

the all-party
akistani rulers
failed to quell the ple's movement even by

IR: was teeming large
. one procession followi
endlessly. Then hartal was observed

students’

the other
roughout

Pakistan on 14 February. And on 24 March,
Pakistan's ‘Iron Man' Ayub Khan had to step

down from power.

Then from 1969 to 1971. a historic movement
took place, incurpnrating various types of

programmes which the expectations of
the peopie. R’Eﬁﬁ to the historic speech of
Ban Mujibur Rahman on 7

1971, the oleheartedly joined

the non-coo

movement which culmi-

nated in the armed struggle initiated on 26

March that year.

No one keeps in mind an

es used to oust the

longer the
rulers of Pak-

- strategi
istan during the sixties. At that time popular

support

mass mobilisation were the main

levers of movement. It is extremely unfortunate

that from the very onset of the eigh
, whether left or righ
chosen to resort to the extreme programme

public opinion.

rtinagrom

political

hartal rather than mobilisin
And to support the hartals,
on cars

ties, all
t, have
of

private property, ruurtln'g to firearms,
and violence

During the rule of President Ziaur Rahman,
in 1980 a nationwide hartal was observed after

e —

Meeting---"

Sir, It is unethical journal-
ism to try to write authorita-
tively about a which is
closed-door and not open to re-

s. Based on hearsay re-
porting on such events in-
evitably involves distortion of
facts and half-truths. Mr CAF
Dowla's article on "Prime Minis-

ter's Meeting with Secretaries”
shed in you on 10-
2-97 suffers from faults

g badly. Firstly, no erstwhile
officer ted that to
with the of dearth
skilled officials they should
be n contract after retire-
Rather a senior Secretary
(ex-CSP!) suggested that to
meet the cri nior officers
with proven ability should be
given accelerated promotion

m I:: ﬁ: nlﬂ Eupoged
made

that a ntments
from (ﬁmlrtnt sectors (aca-

demia, business etc.) through

lateral entry. A non-SCP officer

who is now a made
out a case for raising the

retirement age to sixty as

PR

torch procession and a lot of bomb explosions.
Now too, the BNP leadership announces a hartal
and thereby ends their responsibility. The too
have the obligatory torch procession. Awami
League would have picketing at key points of the
city. On the day of the hartal it would have
processions. Many of the central leaders would
take to the streets. BNP does not even bother
with that an re. BNP announces the hartal,
but mainly Awami League activists control the
streets. us, a serious political action like
hartal has been reduced to something ridiculous.
The sharp political weapon which was used
most calculatingly against the Pakistani
colonial rule, is now being used with abandon
nst the democratically elected :

e are rather shocked to note that those

v& ctivities wi
volved, tical ps
to not di te ledflets any . do not have
posters proclaiming their demands, do not have
street meetings. are no ns even

wﬂhmﬂmmfﬂmmm But in

the sixties, we joined so man 8. The
processions would start at D University or
at the Shaheed Minar, go through Nawabpur and

Islampur, past Dhaka Central Jail and end up
where the . And all this would be most
peaceful. Student or political leaders were very
cautious about issuing any instigating
statements. Cars wouldn't be damaged. sho
woulc 't be attacked and bombs wouldn't
e:pln:}edh'mnt is why there was mnrﬁlgeo;ﬂc'l
participation, spontaneous rt. le
who had witriessed the rallies and processions of
those days, should be ashamed to see the same
pmﬂ:lﬁmtt:ﬂ n?w. ‘{Eu; processions now
gener S rom their res 'S
central office and end at Prmmmuhwiptﬁn&e
main ve of The tussle
to get in front of the camera is most
embarrassing. Dhaka's pn?.l..:ulltinn has
increased | . Even so, we to see any

spontaneous large gnmu'tng at programmes or
hartals of Awami League or BNP.

People's Support is the Ultimate Power
As things stand at present, there is no need
for public opinion or mobilisation for any po-

Hﬂmlmmt.ﬂhctherth:pmphmmt

the political party's demands or programmes is
not a matter of consideration wi;utm We

may point to a aspect here. BNP feels
that since Awami came to power on a
wave of parliament otts, hartals and
blockades, they too can suit.

And now a mere call for hartal means that
hartal will take place. A political party
has to announce hartal on issue and
hartal is a success. It's mtju:trz'nml or .
BNP, we've seen hartals of the five- left
front and Jamaat-e-Islami as well. Hartals have
become mundane affairs. But, for the
public, these programmes mean sheer s

Thckieytuﬂ}c:umufanym:r
- s support and the of
of the government and opposition parties,
should keep it in mind. Otherwise, hartal will
tarnish the image and

damage
tical
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another alternative. None of teachers while he was a stu-
these ideas figured in the article _dent of BAI instead of passing
of Mr Dowla who wrote his satirical remarks against the
imaginative piece in gay aban- teachers t
don. columns. This help se-
A journalist of his ilk may nior teacher of BAl to make best
write i sible and unethi- academic use of their wisdom
cal blil;. should a papcrh teeth!
like ¢ Daily Star’ print suc
unsubstantiated speculative Well, in to the sug-
piece? made to me by Tarik re-
gnrdlrLBM‘l autonomy, |
One who was present would to inform that a
cal framework for securing
BAl's autonomy has been
; moved by us !rhlc:'ll“ has ﬂu.l{
" been forwarded to relevan
A‘riculm authority by the Minister of
Colleges in and Ministry of Ed-
" . 'We are that
Bangladesh this thme we'll make |
Sir, On 28/11/97, one of Further it may be informed
our ex-student Mr Tarik vide that the authority is of

i;our opinion column t

is above titled write-up had
passed some odd comments
about the senijor teachers of

B

tute (BAI) h have
shocked the teachers of
He is welcomed to the Insti-

tute to discuss the experiences

case may be considered be-
cause it has almost ed
its 60 years its of service to the
Itural Insti- nation.
AT T
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar



