12 The Buily Star

AEi

Bangladesh Air Express International Limited

PLEASE CONTACT.

e=l” IR

OZ&IHy Worldwide Logistics

Head Office Tel : 9565114, Logistics Office Tel :9884851, Fax : (880-2) 9886531, E-mail :dac @aeilogis.com
Chittagong Office Tel : (031) 721085, Fax : (880-31) 710106, Internet : fedcgp @ spctnet.com.smip.
Air and Ocean-Forwarding @ Customs Brokerage e Warehousing and Distribution @ Express @ NVOCC

n B, i : inas
3 g o _

e

hakﬂ

University campus during

institutions to protest the CHT accord.

Classes not held
at DU as JCD

enforces strike

By DU Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) enforced a strike at the
Dhaka University yesterday
protesting the CHT accord.

No examinations and
classes were held due to the
strike.

JCD b touta
and later held a r

on
y on the

qg: JCD leaders, at the ;
termed the accord as a 'bla
one'. They said that once the ac-
cord was implemented, the
country would lose its sove-
reignty over the CHT.

The leaders the student
community of the country to
resist the implementation of
the accord at any cost.

Indus Valley
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they were seriously looking
into the matter. "We are scrutin-

ising all the legal aspects of the
contract nndw:wﬂlp;::n take a

decision about it," he said with- }

out elaborating.

Some 220 acres of lakeside
land in Gulshan area was leased
out to Indus Valley for 75 years

on Build-Operate-Transfer
(BOT) basis. Under the deal, In-
dus was to build a series of mul-
tistoried bulildings with a host
of other facilities.

After reports of serious ir-
regularities in the Rajuk deal,
the government suspended the
contract and set up an inquiry
committee. After the inquiry
committee submitted its report
to the Works Minister, Rajuk
Chairman Humayun Khadem
was removed from his post and
B}&ccd as Officer on Special

Rajuk official said none
other than Rajuk had the au-
thority to cancel the contract
with Indus Valley. "The two
signing parties were Rajuk and
Indus so it is one of them who
can cancel it," said a Rajuk offi-
cial, adding that Rajuk had just
received a formal letter from
the ministry to take steps to
cancel the contract.

yesra'trike called by JCD in all the e
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‘Consensus needed

to

reap advantage of

ALTID project

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a seminar on 'E-
conomic Potential of the Asian
Land Transport Infrastructure
Development (ALTID} Project'
yesterday stressed the need lor a
political consensus and a spe-
cific national action plan to
reap the fullest advantage of the
project.

€ seminar, jointly organ-
ised by the Economic and So-
cilal Commission for Asia and
Pacific (ESCAP) and the Centre
for Policy Dialogue (CPD), was
inaugurated by Minister for
Communications Anwar Hos-
sain Manju at a city hotel.

The seminar was spread over
three technical sessions,
chaired by Waliul Islam, Secre-
tary, Statistics Division of
Communications Ministry,
Prof Rehman Sobhan, Execu-
tive Chairman of CPD and Prus
Jamilur Reza Chowdhuty o
BUET.

The salient features of the
recommendations adopted at
the seminar include :

Political consensus and spe-
cific national action plan to
reap the fullest advantage of the
ALTID project.

Comparative study of
Mongla and Chittagong ports
from the point of view of
Nepalese transit.

The route passing through
Sylhet-Astagram-Karimganj is
more. suitable for the Asian
Highway than the Tamabil road
between Bangladesh and India.

Debate over having the exit
through Sylhet or Chittagon
for the Asian Highway shoul
be ended. To start with, the Syl-
het route should be considered
immediately and Chittagong
route could be taken up subse-
quently.

Stand alone railway bridge
over the river Jamuna.

Inaugurating the seminar,
Anwar Hossain Manju said,
“The whole initiative is aimed

A

| at providing a framework for

and colourful tribal
experience. ’

Date of Departure

Tour price

Dhaka Sheraton Hotei

. 19th December 1997, Friday
- . 1
Starting place & time : Dhaka Sheraton Hotel at 8 A.M.

. 3700/- per person
( Tk. 200/- extra for A/C accommodation)

Services include : Non A/C Luxury transport, all
meals at fixed menu as per programme, Non A/C twin
sharing accommodation at Parjatan Motel Rangamati,
sightseeing, lake cruise and guide service.

Attractions : Thousand years old turtles in a tank
nearby the Shrine of Hazrat Bayazid Bostami (RM),
Tribal Cultural Museum, Tribal Village, Ormamental
Rajbon Bihara, Bain Textile & Picnic Hill.

Tk

For ticket please contact :
Tour Division (Head Office) : 327842, 817855-9
Tourist |nformation Cente
Head Office (Bijoy. Sarani) : 819192, 817855-9
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reciprocal understanding and
cooperation that will enhance
the activities for unhindered
intermational flow of trade and
tourism.

"It is important to learn to
share infrastructure facilities
with others to bring about mu-

tual benefits of all . . . The role of

road, railway and other modes
of transportation in this con-
text will remain the focal point.

“If any country does not
agree with this concept, it will

be automatically isolated from
the process of globalisation.”

Among the others who spoke
at the Rénau I_;'al usst:n tﬂ.l"l!:
S zaul Hayat, retary,
hrﬂf':?a of Cnmy?nunitauunr:,
Dr-Q K Ahmed of Bangladesh
Unnayan Parishad, Dr Rah-
matyllah. ‘Directaor, TCTD. ES-

CAP and Hasanul Haq Inu of
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal.

ALCWC
From Page 1

contact’ amme to remove
the confusion from the minds
of :jh: people, meeting sources
said.

With AL acting president
Amir Hussain Amu in the
chair, the meeting was held at
the party central office in the

city.

The ALCWC meeting also
discussed the party pro-
grammes for the Mart In-

tellectuals’ Day and Victory
Day.

Today. a joint of the
front organisations of Awami

e will be held at the party
gﬁloﬂmﬂlﬂm

BCL ransacks‘
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crobuses, a police van and ran-
sacked five shops at the Mukti-

e ===, joddha Sangsad Market, wit-
RANGAMATI-ABODE OF PEACE

BECKONS YOU

Parjatan offers 3-days 2-nights tour to
Rangamati - paradise of nature. Take a break
from hustle and bustle of citylife. Be a guest of
Parjatan. Enjoy your holiday in serene nature
people for a memorable

nesses said. s created panic
in the town. _
At about 1 pm, they called a
four-hour hartal in the town
from 2 pm. No untoward inci-
dent was reported during the
hartal hour, police said.
Meanwhile, nine persons —

Nadim, Sharif, man,
Shabirul Karim, Beleyet Hos-
sain, Mustaquim, Sumon,

Mofizuddin and Rabindranath
— were arrested in connection
with the killing, police said.
Eight of the arrested are PDB
employees and the rest one is a
rtatauraQt owner.

Police said Azad's younger
brother Rashedul Haq Ranju,
the then president of Awami
League-backed Chhatra League
of Edward College unit of Chha-
tra League was also killed in
the town on May 16, 1993,

Abul Kalam Azad was the
gi_alntiﬂ' and principal witness

the Ranju murder case .

Azad recently deposed before
the trial court but his deposi-
tion was incomplete.

Hartal
From Page 1

]E::lyin from the morning
hough rickshaws were ex-
empted from hartal after 2 pm.
agrachhari, police dis-

rocession brought out
supporters. No major
untoward incidents were, how-
ﬁ fromc ht}“ CHT and

any area in ttagong.
Houtynf the shops and E&ceu
here remained closed during the
hartal hours. Four pickets were
At_Chitt Port
0 ort, cargo

handling w:;‘tgk:g continued in-
side the jetties while delivery of
goods to and from the was
su

::dxh
by harta

q:u:deqduehhckum.,

UNB adds: The pro-hartal
activists ‘attacked the press
clubs in Rangamati and

achhari, leaving several
journalists injured, burned the
effigy of the Prime Minister in
Ran ti and 1800 copies of
Daily Janakantha in
Khagrachhari. -
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Meghna PET
Industries
go into’
production
By Staff Correspondent

A joint venture polyethylene
terephthalate (PET) container
manufacturing plant, the first
of its kind in the country, went
into commercial production
yesterday.

Finance Minister S A M S
Kibria formally inaugurated
the cnmmcrtla?' production of
the indum.z,

Bangladesh can not attain
economic prosperity without
setting up of modern industries,
Kibria told the opening func-
tion, held in the industry com-
plex at Meghna ghat in Nara-

anganyj.
i 'ﬁ'lt Jl"k 22 crore Bangladesh-
l Saudi Arabia joint venture

prn]jnct. Meghna PET Industries
will produce bottles which will
be ‘environment friendly’ and
Arygienic for the st of food
stuff and drinks, the company
officials claimed.

Chairman of the Meghna
group M F Kamal later told the
reporters that the bottles Fru-
duced by his industry will be

cheaper than the imported ones -
I and thus save foreign curre

by discouraging import of suc
bottles.

Among others, Saudi Am-
bassador to Bangladesh Abdul-
lah Omar Barry, Japanese Em-
bassy minister Shigeharu
Maruyama, Shipping Secretary
H Molazzal Karim attended the
function.

Ferry ghats
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tion due to ‘technical faults'.
Two of those, however, lw
yesterday the fleet of 24

operating in the two routes
:l:jgi Aricha, a BIWTC official
There was a nearly two km
long queue of vehicles at Aricha
rul on Wednesday but it eased
0 some extent as some ferries

. carried those.

6 erday, about

750 vahjcg Mﬂm \n}i at
Aricha, around 900 at
Natakhola and nearly 350 at
Daulatdia,” the o llid.nd
yesterday. P

"All 13 of our buses bound
for the capital from northern
region got stranded at
Natakhola y.” said Sai-
o of I';mnnr.un:l:ﬂ]:l-:l't:,!"my )
agerola .
n...&,."’“’.ri?u‘!*"ﬁ“ kT i

aogaon that

for the cﬁlpltl! early terda
moming did not reach Ga
bus terminal till 6 pm yester-
day.” manager of another bus
company said.

Similar rts were
by many other inter-district

bus operators at the city's Gab-
tali terminal.

Bolchhi on TV

from today

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Television will
telecast a documcntm?' on the
war of | gepea e Ami Bi-
r C 7 er ten o'-
clucg news for the next three

days be#nnlng today.
Dr Nilima Ibrahim., Naw-

sheba Sharafl, na Guha
Thakurata, Subarna Mustafa,
Rini Reza, Sham Reza and

5nyed1.ll Kabir wi prum;ﬂ;:
ocument sponsore
Pride Textiles. 4
Directed by Rafl Hossain and
the documen has been pro-
duced by Rodela.

[Laloo Prasad
granted bail

NEW DELHI, Dec 11: A high-

ranking former ally of the out-
oing Indian Prime Minister
nder Kumar Gujral was granted
bail today in a multi-million
dollar corruption case, the
United News of India reported,
says AFP.

Victory Day
From Page |

Special programmes for
children will be organised b
the .J::?- Bangla Sangsluitil:
ﬂikga ote on the occasion. A
E:t ering of children will be

Id on the premises of the
ohikha Chirantan at 3 pm on
December 13.

A discussion meeting for
children will be held on the
same day at 4 pm at the Ramna
Batamul.

Naripakkha, a womens' or-
anisation, organised a Candle

t programme at the Central

Shahid Minar yesterday
evening.

People in general and spe-
cially those who had

many o
lost their d)r:*ar ones in the Lib-
eration War gathered at the foot
of the Shaheed Minar and de-
scribed horrific incidents of
killing by the Pakistani occu-
pation forces. Many came form
different parts of the country.

From Page 1
ment by the minister.

"It that by making
such nt;er-nptlmisucm state-
ments, they are trying to justify
a octlnﬁall:iratorial plan to

ndia or other coun o
E:;l the former minister.

Dr Badrul Imam. giving
technical details about the
prospects of hydrocarbon re-
serves, said that in order to
double the 10.8 TCF gas reserve

| at least 75 exploratory wells

should be drilled. There are 21
production gas wells in the
country. s ratio has been
calculated on the basis of suc-
cess rate of the explorers in

mtmem .'tn:n'j,r1m|"|.":l‘ls‘:I

"But the t statistics on
the structure show us
that there is only 6 such
untested prospective spots and
even if | am very much opti-
mistic, the number of such
Inputa wméld - exceed 40,"

man said. "Forty spots mean
on]% 13 recoverable wells.”
ting on the current
tions on block bi ;
he said that in Block 9, the

| Gas reserves not enough

com Tullow has proposed
to drﬂl 10 loratory wells.”
"This is unbelievable. Block 9

does not have 10 such struc-
tures (or prospective spots).
There are 3 to 4 such structures

onliy."

mran Ahmed, an Awami
League MP, however, said that
the government must consider
the present situation first and
future later. "We can't keep gas
unutilised now just for the sake
of the future,” he said.

SM Akram, Chairman of the
Public Accounts Committee of
JS also said, "we must remem-
ber that a part of the coun-

does not have energy. We
must add this issue first.
But we must also strike a bal-
ance between the present and
the future needs.”

"But should we wait for the
future?” He questioned. "Some-
one in the future come up
with a new solution to the en-

crisis.”
alfur Rahman said, "The
future may have some new so-
lution. but now we don't have
any such thing. So we can not
the bird in our hand for the
one in the bush.”

From Page 1
D-8 summit in Dhaka.

Palestine President Arafat
and Sheikh Hasina met for the
second time during the summit
and discussed matters of mu-
tual interest.

During her meeting with the
Sudanese president the two
leaders agreed to further
strengthen the friendly ties be-
tween the two countries.
General Kofi
Annan praised Hasina's role in

the em t of women in
Bangimgeah

Annan also said signing of
the water treaty with India is a
positive development in the re-
gion.

- On the Chittagong Hill
Tracts peace accord he said, "I
congratulate you for taking
such a bold step for Chittagong

Hill Tracts."

During the meeting with the
Séadi Crown Prince the two
leaders exchanged views on
matters of mutual interests.

The OIC Secretary General,
Dr Ezeddine Laraki also called
on Hasina this morning.

Hasina spends busy day -

During the meeting Sheikh
Hasina assured im of
Bangladesh's continued sup-
port to the Organisation.

Dr Laraki appreciated the
role of Bangladesh in the OIC
and expressed the confidence
that it would make positive
contribution to l;ll:;lﬂrnmﬂtiﬂn
of the Musim U :

Earlier yesterday evening
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
had separate meetings with
President Hafez Al-Assad of
Syria, President Maumoon Ab-
dul Gayoom of the Maldives
and President Yaya Gammeh of

Gambia.

Meanwhile, Mrs Zohrem
Khatami, wife of Iranian Presi-
dent Seyed Mohammad

Khatami, met Hasina at the
conference centire here this
evening.

She stayed with the Prime
Minister for some time and dis-
cussed the women issues of
Bangladesh.

Later, Fatemah Hashemi,
daughter of Ali Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani also met Sheikh
Hasina and stayed with her for

sometime. :

UP polls violence

30 injured, polling in

18 centres cancelled

By Staff Correspondent

More than 30 people were in-
jured and polling in at least 18
centres were cancelled due to
incidents of violence yesterday,
the ninth day of the on-going
Union Parishad elections.

Elections in 16 polling cen-
tres under [swarganj thana of
Mymensingh district were can-
celled following clashes over
snatching of ballot papers and
boxes by supporters of rival
candidates, our correspondent
reported from Mymensingh.
The centres are three Maizbagh
union, three in Jatia, six in Ra-
jibpur, one in Magatola, two in
Sarisha and one in Sohagi
union.

The Public Relations De-
partment of the Election Com-

Gold seized

From Page |
after Abdur Rashid whispered
something to him and leit the
Customs hall.

Later, Customs officials
stop Jalil at the Green
Channel at about 12 midnight.
When Jalil denied that he was

carrying gold, customs officials
scann is ﬁ:tn trol bag
and detected gold | it.

In the bag they found the gold
chains inside the batteries
wra in carbon pers.
ustoms l-n'l.ll'ccp:ll.ld Jalil
confessed that Rashid was also
involved in the sm . Both
the accused were over to
Cantonment thana. A case was
also lodged In this connection.

mission. however, said last
night that polling was cancelled
in six centres in four unions.
Elections were cancelled in
three centres in Maizbagh
union and one in Jatia union
under Iswarganj thana of My-
mensingh district and one cen-
tre each in Dighali and
Ushakhali wunions under
Laksmipur Sadar thana. The
EC however said that the num-
ber of affected centres might in-
crease.

The District Commissioner
of Mymensingh told The Daily
Star over telephone that he had
so far received information
about cancellation of polling in
seven centres under Iswarganj
thana. He, however, said that
the number might rise.

The elections were held yes-
terday in 24 unions of 37
thanas spreading over 35 dis-

trict.
JS bod
From Page 1
ces, the committee reviewed

some allegations of irregula-
rities in the constitution work
of a few food godowns. The issue
of the appointment of adviser
for construction of the godowns
also came up for discussion. The
details of the discussion were
not available yesterday.
Atkhtaruzzaman and Sultan
Mohammad Mansur, who
Awami League MPs and Dr TIM
Fazle Rabbl Chowdhury MP of
Jatiya Party were present at the
meeting.

BNP won't go to court

From Page 1

"Since the whole nation is
opposed to the accord, we will
have to continue street agita-
tion against it," Bhuiyan as-
serted. He claimed that the rul-
ing party units in the CHT also
participated in the Opposition-
called two-day hartal in the hill
districts, that ended yesterday.

When his attention was
drawn to the Prime Hlmitcﬂl
comment that the previous BNP
government was about to grant
autonomy to the CHT, Mannan
Ehulran said: Her statement is

purely deceptive and contra-
dicts facts.

The experts committee of
BNP, which earlier examined
the CHT accord to decide the
party stance, is also examining
the PM's speech on the issue.
“We'll further speak on the
matter as soon as the cominit-
tee prepares its report,” he
a :
Asked if his party would join
the planned special session of
parliament for discussing the
CHT accord, the BNP Secretary
General replied, "Participating

in the discussion would mean
legalising the unconstitutional
agreement ... We would have def-
initely taken part in the dis-
cussion had it been be-
fore signing of the accord ...
We're still ready to discuss the
issue in parliament if the gov-
ernment goes for a fresh ac-
cord.”

The CHT accord had dis-
criminated the tribal and non-
mhal_penrlic in the hill districts
and frustrated the people in
other areas.

Earlier, Mannan Bhuiyan
thanked the people of Chit-
tagong and three hill districts
for "rejecting” the CHT accord
through spontaneous obser-
vance of hartal terday and
the day before. J:.alnu
repression by police and ruling
party activists du the har-
tals and demanded immediate
release of all those arrested in
connection with the anti-accord
agitation.

On the second day of hartal
yesterday, he alleged, police ar-
rested 38 BNP men, of whom 23
were later freed, and raided the
houses of all the BNP leaders in

Chittagong.

)

Hasina leaves
Tehran for
home today

TEHRAN, Dec 11: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina leaves
here tomorrow morning for
Dhaka ending her four-day
visit to Tehran where she at-

tended the OIC summit, reports
BSS

Six more BNP
activists held
in Rajshahi

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Dec 11: Six more
BNP activists were arrested and
two pistols were recovered from
different places in the city last

night, Fo ce said.

Earlier, BNP city unit senior
vice-president Nazrul Huda and
party worker Hira were ar-
rested.

According to
ers were arrest
confession.

Shibir sources, however,
claimed that one of the arrested
is their activist.

WDB officers
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swer the showcause notices
served by the Board, the sources
added.

Besides, the Board placed
five more personnel, including
an executive engineer in a lower
scale of pay as a punitive mea-
sure for their indulgence in cor-
ruption and irregularities in
the implementation of town
Erutectiun work of Damudya

andar and township. They are
Mohammad Sajedul Karim
Chowdhury, Executive Engi-
neer, Coastal Embankment Re-
habilitation Project, Cox's
Bazar, Mohammad Abul
Kashem Miah, Sub-divisional
Engineer of Shariatpur, Mo-
hammad Abdul Majid, Section
Officer of Madaripur, Moham-
mad Atiqur Rahman, Section
Officer of Damudya. Shariat-
pur. and Jntlrmnﬁ Kundu, Sec-
tion Officer, Ullahpara of Sira-
jdanj district.

JASAS Bijoy Mela

From Page 1

rogramme yeslerday as ice
]I::unldagr rd!m}' nﬂmqflu pdwn

erected there, he cla ;
Mannan claimed that -

mission was taken from
for holding the mela. But the
PWD cancelled the ssion
after police dismantled the
ﬂ:ilum. Mannan condemned

ce of mwide

lice, the oth-
acting on their

“In the
protests and plans for agitation
against the heinous act, the

nt has given permis-
sion again for holding the mela,
Mannan said.

He said that he contacted
Telecommunications and Hous-
ing Minister Mohammad
Nasim yesterday. Nasim man-
aged the fresh permission.

JASAS chief Rezabuddowla
also spoke on the occasion.
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;f Masala Mix

To add spice to your life in a unique
environment we offer you some
mouthwatering continental and

<

orientalcuisine.

With every Tk. 500/- worth of food consumed!
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