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JV with French co | BOC plant foundation stone laying

Tk 1b cement
factory in
Sylhet soon

SYLHET, Dec 11: A joint-
venture cement industry in the
rivate sector will be set up in
ylhet with a production ca-
pacity of 12 lakh tonnes a year,
reports UNB.

A French company is col-
laborating with a Bangladeshi
entrepreneur to set up the in-
dustry at Noarai and
gﬁﬂn area in Chhatak thana uf

e district.

The construction work,
which was estimated to cost
about Tk one billion, is to start
early next year,

urces said, the industry,
named LeFarge Surma Cement,
is expected tn into production
at the middle of the year ﬁﬂﬂl

Russia willing
to buy jute
worth $ 17m

Russia has expressed keen
int:n:st to purchase raw jute
Jum goods worth 17 on
ollar from Bangladesh, re-
purtu UNB.

A two-member delegation,
led by vice president of Russian
Public Fund Anatole V Tikho-
nov, disclosed this when they
called on State Minister for
Jute and Textiles AK Faezul
Hu_c[l at his office yesterday.

he de atlun members
also expre their hope to buy
textile gm:rds from Bangladesh.

The minister informned them
that under the leadership of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
a free market economy and free
trade policy have been intro-
duced in the country to attract
foreign investment.

The Russian delegation
praised the government's pre-
sent inves* =nt

Russi Ambassador Eu-
geniy P Ihanov and joint sccn:-
tary of Jute Mlnist
Rezaur Rahman were
sent during the
official handout.-

OPEC fund to
extend more aid

to Baugladesh

50 prc-
. said an

"PEC Fund for Intérna-"

tic: il Development (OPECFID)
wili =xtend financial assistance
to i:nplement various projects
of 1.1ral electrification and in-
fras:ructure development in
Bangladesh, reports ;

The visiting Director Gen-
eral of OPECFID, Y Seyyid Ab-
dulai, gave the assurance during
a meeting with Finance Minis-
ter Shah AMS Kibria here on

yesterday.
Leather goods

fair ends

The Four-day 2nd Dhaka
Leather Goods Fair-'97, organ-
ised by the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
in cooperation with German
Technical Cooperation (GTZ),
concluded yesterday, says a
press release.

Twenty reputed leather and
leather goods manufacturers
ﬁr;'tlcipated in the fair. The

t two days of the event were
reserved fur business meetings
between buyers and sellers and
the rest days were open to the
public.

At the end of the fair, certifi-
cates were awarded to the par-
ticipants by A S M Quasem,
President, DCCI on behalf of the

organisers. . |
New Chairman

of MPA

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Dec 11: Com-
modore AMA Alam Tuesday
joined the Mongla Port Author-
ity (MPA) as Chairman on depu-
tation.
" The post remained vacant
after the transfer of Rezwanul
Huq. MPA Member (E&D),
Sharif Atiqur Rahman, worked
as acting chairman of Author-

ity.

Ixchange Rates
The following are the Janata

Bank’'s dealing rates (BD Tk for
one unit of Fnrci;n Currency) to

Executives of the BOC

adesh Ltd are that

the of the state came and

laid the foundation stone of one
of its new plants.

1 feel very much proud of
it.” !!‘{h : [:mlrtctnr A Has-
nat Khan to s correspon-
dent after President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed laid the
foundation stone of an air -
ration plant of the British
multinational here at Rupganj,
Narayanganj.

The planned plant will be
the largest in the country with a
capacity to produce 80 tnnrm of

efied en, ni
23:5- il every day. e:ht

By Govinda Shil, back from Rupganj, Narayangan;

ggpllmhcrtilmwpmdudng

In his lpecch
Shahabuddin Ahmed said the
fnr:i;n investors, who were al-

ut‘thtltalurcofﬂg mﬂ

fying to
entials and, lhnﬂ: the

siness climate.

“It makes a statement of
confidence in the al in-
vestment atmosphere that now
exists in B adesh,” the Pres-
ident said. "1 more multi-
national companies will follow
the example.”

David John, Chairman of

u:mcumuplmu.mdm

day
President

the MD of the h sub-

sidiary, also spoke. M Saiduz-

zaman, the chairman BOC

Bangladesh Ltd. and British
High Commissioner in -
desh David Walker were also

L.

“The investment that this

the
economy of Bangladesh is

company is making in

hlghwpruclablc the Presi-
BOC Group UK has been op-

erating here in the subcontinent
and its total

for last 60
investment so far reached Tk
175 crore. In 1973, it was
registered in Ban adesh as

Bangladesh Oxygen limited.

PresrdentShahabuddmuﬁhr;.led lays the fnundntmn stone of a new air separation plant of
the BOC Bangladesh Ltd at Rupganj yesterday. David John, the BOC Group Chairman,

was also present.

—PID Pheto

President invites transnationals
to invest in Bangladesh

The President praised the
BOC’s expansion programme
and its promise to deliver better
quality products a[t more Com-
petitive prices. "1 appreciate
such u fmrd -looking philos-

oph company.”

Igaﬂd John spoke of his
company's safety records in
this country nn good indus-
trial relations. He promised his
company would investment
more in

“We have been here for last
60 years and want to remain
here for another 60 years.” he

BOC's turnover m Tk 80
r:rnu last

Jamuna multi-purpose bridge

Northern Bangladesh readies
for a big boost to business

NATORE, Dec 11: The
med‘pecl of setting up small,
and large sc indus-

bri.ghtlnth:cnmpura—
tlﬂ:lylr:udﬂ:
tnm:uthe

cnnltrucﬂ:mnf the Jamuna
Multi-purpose Brldge is nearing
on, reports UNB
industrialisation &hﬂm
ind
for a Tf:hm of ab-
sence of supply. problems of
rbersvieilpios B e
cation,
of fuels, erratic ehctﬂcm?um
lack of en eurship, -
riers of industrial loan sanc-
tion and the bureaucratic red-

tapism.

‘Global Anti-Counterfeiting

Group formed
, Star Business Report

Anti-counterfei organi- t. and Increase the effec-
zations from strial tiveness of law enforcement

topum-m pmxdm;mtnthe Loner who! is Inten
res wer, who {s interim
increased involvement of orga- chairman of the new body, said:
nlndmmmnhn;nndlﬁl- Cmntﬂ'leiun;ﬂnglmoﬁm
Inghblpadn financed by organized crime
ational Chamber and terrorist groups. They
of Commerce ICC) and its own threaten the th and safety
Cumterlﬁthu Intelligence Bu- of consumers, rob ments

, announced the alllance

mmtlnq,::lu-mmtﬂ-
in France,

Germnn I.l ly. the Nether-
lands, Sweden, the United
lnd the United States.
. Global Anti-
Counterfclung rnup (GACG),
will t a united front to
ts and exchange in-
tion and expertise, ac-
cording to an ICC statement is-
sued y from Paris.
Lowe, Assistant Dlrec
tor of the ICC Counterfei
telligence Bureau, said:
initiative will improve nzﬁt_::l‘-
a positions with coun
in counterfeiting is ram-

of taxes and steal creativity

of manufacturers thrnughuut
the world.”

Formation of the alliance
would help industry to mount
an effective response to product

Three-day computer show opens

Its more than just business

promotion, says Kibria

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria yesterday asked all
concerned not to treat the com-
puter industry as 'trade promo-
tion' but to turn it into a move-
ment based on science to help
the nation face the challenge of
the twenty-first century, re-

ports BSS,

Speaking at the inaugural
ceremony of the ever-biggest
computer show in the coun
organised by the Banglades
Computer Samity (BCS) at Hotel
Sheraton here, the minister
said scientists, industrialists,
computer experts and educa-
tionists must be linked to help
stand the computer sector on
strong foundation.

The entire society, he said,
must be involved with the com-
puter sector to make it a for-
ward-looking industry.

Describing the computer in-
dustry as an rtant weapon
in the nation's forward march,
Kibria said this sector should be
the vanguard of our national

pro_gleu.
e sector, the mlniater

said, should be developed to
make computer a part of the

ﬂbﬂa resned the hope
that the mmputer would bring
about revolution in our na-
tional life. making qualitative
in all mm including
educatipn and ture.
The minister -also asked all

involved with the computer sec-
tor to find ways for exports
boost.

He said of all items, com-
wtu*desermutnmutcmﬂdu
ation.

Dolphin discount
at BCS show

Star Business Report

Dolphin ters Litd, dis-
tributor of Acer products in
Bangladesh, has announced
discounts on its sales during the
three-day exhibition that bega.n
at Sheraton Hotel yesterday, a
company statement said.

A thrae-day show of computers and rulated products lpomred by the Bangladalh Com-
. puter Samity began at Sheraton Hotel yesterday. Finance Minister S A M S Kibria opened

Managng:racturMAmmu::nmmmdMutthmag
ing Director Shamsuddin Ahmed of the Uttara Bank Lim-
ited signed an agreement on charter of demands with CBA
President Serajul Islam Mollah and General Secretary
Syed Salahuddin at the bank's head office Wednesday.
New pay-scale along with other financial benefits are
included in the agreement.

ood

year

Energised lines to cross
105,000 km by 2000: REB

‘Fhe energised lines under
the o g Rural Electrifica-

tion |( wﬂl::-
medlﬂﬁ mm
2000, a Rural E Iectﬂﬁca

tion Bnard source said here

The rural electrical pro-
gramme in Bangladesh experi-

mned an a 16.31 per cent
ﬁrnd 30 per cent or
mnre of the government electric

utilities, the source said adding
that the RE programme's over-
all goal is to bring down the sys-
tem loss to 10 per
1996 electric sales in-
mm:edmzapamtmthe
s year
Since the of the RE
ogramme in 1978, the donor

.agencies and countries have

provided 880.80 million US

| uumthcmmt:y

distribution lines and expan-
sion work among other activi-

L
(Gold prices hit
L
11-yrlow in
India

BOMBAY, Dec 11: Gold price
in India, the world's largest
consumer of the metal, pl un%ezl
in line with falling global
Rrﬁl_;ﬂ, traders natd reports

Gold trader Makhanlal
Damani, President of the Bom-
bay Bullion Association, said
the metal opened at 314 dollars
to an ounce, down 0.63 cent
frnmmeaday‘ncinunf 16 dol- |
ars
“Today's ”price is the lowest
in 11 he said. "Domestic
ﬁ price lu now totally depen-

t on international price.”

Damani, a kesman for

the Bombay bullion association
said traders were happy at the

The multi-million-dollar
JMB not meant not
only for fac tntln crossing
therthmm umnnhut

of umll

esently, all goods and
most of the are car-
ried via shutter ferries,

Brldge be enhanced.
According to local en-

, one of the most se-

rious boftlenecks of industrial-

isation in the northern region

is the absence of natural gas
lupply It is hoped for the sake
of development

and to check the
deforestation., natural will
on priority s in

be

u“nue ' lack of al
to natur

supply. thcuuol'ﬂrewoocltn

brickfields, cot industries
and house-holds has been in-
creased y. Many en-

s of country are
reluctant to set up industries in
this region because of the lack

;Jtl;gaa and transportation facil-
8.

But the ro-pu-:t of setting up
o-ba industries exists

f””.‘Lin‘lhse - of the coun-
number of export process-
ing zones (EPZs) could be estab-
lished in this on if agro-
based industries lh

ﬂlhllhi Natore, Hm

are famous for mango, lichi,
sugarcane, watermelon, sweet
potato, potato, turmeric, cate-
chu, shellac (sealing wax), fish

and many other non-conven-
tional agro-products -
etables, fine rice W
cotton, lunﬂum raw ltlthﬂ
and meat.

STUDY IN AUSTRALIA

At
University of Wollongong &
Wollongong International College

University degree courses at undergraduate

and postgraduate
Commerce,

level
Engineering,

are offered in
Informatics &

Computer Science, Health or Behavioural
Sciences (including public health), Arts,
Education, Law and Science. . Wollongong
International College provides a complete
package of education from English language,
undergraduate bridging courses including
Diploma or Advanced Diploma programs,
which entitle students up to full one-year

exemption

the Sydriey

towards
4 Students ma ‘study at tha maip campus or at
ntre.!© '

""‘III

degree programs.

TAPRE (200t |

‘l.r-';
r e I;’u‘i e

APPLY NOW FOH FEBHUAHY 1998 ENROLMENT

A University

of Wollongong - Representative

will be conducting interviews and accepting

applications at ;

Dhaka Sheraton Hotel,

Dhaka from 1pm-6pm on 16th December

1997.

(Appointment not required)

Further information:

Uni Advice, University of Wollongong
Wollongong 2500, NSW, Australia
Tel:+61 42 21 3343, Fax:+61 42 21 3233

Government of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh

Ministry of Education
NanonalcorrmmmbrLNESGO

T e

Project proposals
& purchase of equipment

science & technology, literacy, youth
education development, are invited from
autonomous & Non-Government Organisations

1999mdetUHESODPamwnPrmm

Terms & conditions for submitting

1. UHESGO'&WWMN;:EM“

can be collected from

mms{mmmmmmmnu
Bangladesh National Commission for UNESCO Ministry of

Education, 1, Asian
mmmw

, Plassey,
December '97.
Such NGOs as have 3 (three) years worki
heldoiadmahon culture, science & tldmlogy.

Nilkhet, Dhaka-1205

M

hmm&msmwmmwa

level and are
WGﬂam&BumuoiHGO

by the Ministry of Social

ffairs and have experience of

mmhnmtihnntommnlmmw

public as on 11/12/97. the display dubbed the biggest ever in Bangladesh. —Star Photo | dollars for setting up 62 PBS, falling prices.
Buying : —
Name of| TT Clean| OD oD S ® & | - = l
Cu- Sight | Transfer
58 il e candJnaVIan dOIlOl'S like Yy to
Bills
@
=minaE | provide Tk 757 t
GBPound 74.4391 74.1249 73.9430
GBPang 144391 741249 73940 proviae Cr as gran
Pir (a1 1o -
c.m:n 31 5679 31:4343 3?_35.,5 The Scandinavian donors The projects to be financed which is being implmntad by
Sellin . m gﬁ against various E?imﬂ?d seconda dumul;:éun the Minis of ?ﬁnhunic-—
Bangladesh er tion. Earlier, Taka .0 crore
Name of |T.T.& O.D. B.C. ! r.mm:nt d the current ﬂl- w E%ucu.lon was prnvided the Denish
_Currency {lﬂ'ﬂ'?- w:ﬂeglaru BSS. rurll electﬂﬂc;tiun 5ov=rmn=nt for project un-
US Dollar 456615 45.7010 nmnunt ﬂve in Bhola under the er an Tﬂmt signed in
GB Pound 756413  75.7074 | 409 crure higher than thllt of of and Mineral
D.Mark 257149 257374 | the corresponding figure of last Resources, non- educa- m will contribute
Fr. France 7.6830 76897 | fiscal (Taka 348 crore) received tion project-2 under the to the t of the coun-
JP Yen 0.3574 03577 | from them, said a senior offi- mary mass education, try by a standard
C.Dollar 32.1396 32.1676 | cial of Economic Relations Di- have agreed to provide Taka and ure of one of the
S. Pranc 31.7590 _ 31.7867 vision (ERD). 141.0 crore against these three most important. highways in
umhmwﬁ-r_pm way, Sweden and Denmark — BE“WI;IMHE fi- Md.m sector is | & -
[ d‘ned . nance Taka crore re- one sectors to
P lﬁm.lﬁw . "gm ment |t babiStation of Dhaks-Artcia Mr M A Yulmf Khan, President and Hnnn;inz Dluctur

ect. Th of United Commercial Bank Ltd inaugurates the new |
GBP 7460 726400 | Brgt mx month of the currens Wil Do wtliock 10 meet the 50 v B Tiopent ataisance | premises of Pabna branch of the bank. K C Rezaul Huq, ]
S Riyal 123500  12.000 fiscal. A d:ltlmal cost for the project. dence. Additional Managing Director, is also seen in the picture.



