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UBLIC Adminjstration
Reforms Commission has
recommended a number

of measures to make the
administration “dynamic,
accessible and accountable to
the " as re ed in The
Dail tar of November 11,
1997. One of the main recom-
mendations is that every min-
istry /department/autonomous
mr must give the final deci-
on any query or

s brought up to an
official of the governmen

sions

w;lhciln one month l.'llu st
1 ays as the sti
Secretariat ll’lglrltructiun}. nff

there be any exception, i’
liunnftheg:muterm be ob-
tained. If it is not possible to

give a decision within 15 days,
an interim reply has to be sent
to the petitioner.

The other recommendations
are to allow voluntary retire-
ment by public servants on
completion of 20 ’u.ﬁ
against 25 years with
pension and benefits., display
information boards in service-

oriented s/ organi-
sations about the services
available, to introduce a
of letters, lains
suggestions, etc., in me
Minister's office and to estab-
lish a mail- centre at
the entrance of the secretariat
so that all petitions/ ces
can ,be con to the min-
istries concerned without re-
the petitioner to go
the hastle of in-
side Secretariat. are
no doubt sensible recom-
mendations but will these en-
able the petitioners &m ag-
grieved persons to deci-
sions within one ﬁth?
The concern of the Public
Administration Reform

Commission to expedite the de-
dﬂm-mkhl&grm is well
appreciated. secretary told
me the other day that he was
to see that one assistant

himm for hnal approval of E

e hjgmy"éu{:ur

joint secretary and the addi-
tional secretary on the same
day. It was an example of real
efgﬂmt:y and dedication. But
nobody questioned as to why
the file was with him
for the last four months. Is any
action taken against an official
for not K:tung up the file
within t time limit pre-
scribed (3 days for section offi-
cers two days for deputy secre-
taries and one day at higher
level under the Secretariat
Instructions).

Delay in the decision-mak-
ing process and impediment in
the implementation of projects
is perhaps the worst disease in
our administrative system and
style of governance. Unfor-
tunately Public Adminis-
tration Reform Commission
has remained silent about this
fundamental malignancy in
our administration.

The most important factor
that delays the decision-mak-

vernment
sed system
of governance and concentra-
tion of powers in the higher
echelon of administration.

In the words of the World
Bank, our government |Is "seen
as preoccupied with process too
pervasive; highly centralised;
overly bureaucratic; too discre-
tionary in governance; unac-
countable and unresponsive
and wasteful” (government that
wurnk;] r

s is also quite in keeping
with our tradition of concentra-
ﬁ ‘:f under thne“]tinar-

A ﬂl:nlment or
dictatorship in the name o
democracy. Even after the in-
troduction of ggrliamcntar]r
democracy in 1991, changes
took place in name only, but
powers remained concentrated
and centralised as before.

Accordin to our
Constitution all executive pow-
ers vest in the Prime Minister
as is the practice in many other
countries. But such I's are
shared, delegated and decen-
tralised in o countries. Our
Secretariat Instructions also

Public Administration Reforms

by Mohammad Siddiquer Rahman

Needed Deconcentration of Power

With so many Ministries, Divisions, Departments and
possible for the Prime Minister,

agencies under PM's direct responsibility, is it really
however genius he or she may be, to go in-depth into the ]

operational management, policy formulation and efficient and timely disposal of files and business?

lay emphasis on decentralisa-

tion of powers and delegation of
authority, but people in author-

ity are adverse to such ideas and
deconcentration of power is a

far cry in our country.

Let us have a look at some
aspects of deconcentration of
powers at the various levels.

the Burden of the
Prime Minister: The Prime
Minister is the head of the gov-
ernment and head of the
Cabinet but is still the Minister
of Cabinet Division Estab-
lishment Ministry. Prime Mi-
nister Office, Defence Ministry,
Armed Forces Division, Special
Affairs Division, and the
Departments of Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau, Bangladesh Export
Zone Authority and
NGO airs Bureau. Prime
Minister is also the leader of
the House and is responsible for
s all issues that is raised
in the Parliament. She has to
give considerable time on
otocol, meet the Scopl:. see
ocal and fo ignitaries,
and various functions and
ceremonies.

With so many Ministries,
Divisions, Departments and
agencies under PM's direct re-
sponsibility, is it really possi-
ble for the Prime Minister,
however genius he or she ma
be, to go in-depth in to the ad-
ministration, operational
management, policy formula-
tion and efficient and timely
dis of files and business.
Why should the Prime Minister
be bogged down to routine ad-
ministration of. so many
Ministries, Divisions and

cies. This is bound to delay
things, even if the Prime

. services to be

Minister works for 24 hours a
day as a superman. Why not
share the responsibilities with
the Cabinet colleagues in the
spirit of collective responsibil-
ity of the Cabinet.

Suggestion: Prime Minister
may keep one or two Ministries
besides Cabinet Division and
Prime Minister's office and all
thhe other
Ministries/ artments/Office
s should be allocated to other
relevant Ministries/Divisions.
What is really important for the
Prime Minister is to act as the
Head of the Government and
k a watch over the activities
of the other Ministries to see
where the government is per-
forming or failing. Prime
Minister should have a str
Monitoring Evaluation an
Inspection Cell headed by the
Principal Secretary to find out
what is going wrong in the gov-
ernment and take account of
those who cannot provide the
to the
and those who cannot imple-
ment the policy decisions and
development project efficiently
and timely. Prime Minister is
not only to give strictures and
punishment but also give
ance and directions and leader-
ship for good ce.

e rules of business, on the
other hand, uires so many
administrative routine matters
to go to the Prime Minister for
decision/approval. Why the
cases of appointments, transfer,
posting, promotions other than
those of the rank of
Secretaries /Additional
Secretaries in-charge should at
all go to the Prime Minister.
These should be disposed of at

guid-
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Zonta Club IV

By Staff Correspondent
Zonta Club IV of Dhaka in a

eneral meeting observed
ER.u::rll:eya Day," the birth and
death anniver of Begum

Rokeya Shakhawat,
in city, yesterday

Daily Probhat
launched

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria said in the city yesterday
that newspapers always play a
pivotal role in flourishing
democracy and develop econ-

said the mass media play
a vital role to root out cerrup-
tion from society thr creat-

public opinion atmo-
:];lﬁ]ﬂt for development.

The minister was speaking
as the chief guest at the
launching ceremony of the
D Probhat at a hotel.

minent litterateur
E‘:hl:mkat Osman inaugurated

Post, Telecommunications,
Hou and Works Minister
Mohammad Nasim, State Min-
ister for Information Prof Abu

Sayeed, Awami League Preﬁd-
ilum member Amir Hossain
Amu, Workers Party General
Secr Rashed Khan Menon,
Awami e central leader
and chairman of the editorial
- board of the daily Mojaffar
Hossain Paltu and chief editor
M R Akhter Makul also spoke
on the occasion.

Kibria said many important
events of the nation were taken
place within a short time in-
cluding introduction of proper
system of %m of au-
tocracy and at t of in-

. "We must
our achievements with the
of he said.
e ﬂmhnpmtnl:t“ d;:inm
SOINe Mmore
Er political and economic sec-
The minister said that

Bmﬁlndnh has emerged as a
r devel
South Asia. ¢ CoUmY In

‘sultanit Aminul

The members of the club
Enl‘hllgghﬁd hegl ulzllcnll and
urage establishing rights
::néih::y ressed ngnl'jcn in the
; specially remem-

bered her %ht for emancipa-
tion of women, and their educa-

tion.
ity "l!'nh also praised her tenac-
challenges in
male-dominated society. :
NEAB

Prof Nooruddin Ahmed of
BUET and Dr Mahfuzul Haque
of Academy were yes-
terday elected president and
general secr respectively
of the National Environmental
Impact Assessment Association
of Bangladesh (NEAB). reports

EGIS training director As-
ari Ahmad and Comilla
roshika executive director

Rahat Uddin Ahmad were
elected vice president and trea-
surer respectively for the years
1998 and 1999 at the annual

eneral meeting held at I[UCN
Earépadeah country office.
nvironment and Develop-

ment Alliance (EDA) director
Syed Shah Tariquzzaman, Care
environment expert Farhat Ja-
han Chowdhury and IUCN con-
Islam were
elected members.

Labour Court

Bar Assoc

Mahbubul Haque and S A
m have been elected president

general secre respec-
tively of the Labour Court Bar
Association for the year 1998,
reports BSS.

Other office bearers of the
15-member executive commit-
tee are: Vice-presidents AK M
Badruddoza and Nesar Ahmed.
Joint secretary K M Nasim.
treasurer Md Ibrahim
Bhuyia, sing and cultural
l-ecreury“ﬂ-‘d“-.l:ﬁm r Alam,
and members — Chowdhury
Sanwar Al, Aminul Hoque,
Kabiruddin Ahmed. Mahbubul

Alam Siddiqui and Belayet
Hossain.

[

By Hanna-Barbera
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President’s
Parade held

The President's Parade
marking the commissioning of
the gentlemen cadets of 37th
BMA long course, other special
courses was held at B adesh
Military Academy (BMA) at

Bhatiary in Chittagong. reports
UNB. ng. repo

Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen
Muhammad Mahbubur Rah-
man reviewed the smartl
turned-out parade and too
salute at the impressive march
by the passed-out gentlemen
cadets, includjr¥ a group of 2]

5

Bosnian and Sri Lankan
cadets.
President Justice Sha-

habuddin Ahmed who was
scheduled to review the cere-

| monial parade as chiel guest

could not fly from Dhaka for
inclement weather.

Battalion senior Under Offi-
cer Dewan Mohammad Monjur
Hossain- was adjudged the best

all-round cadet and was
awarded the coveted Sword of
Honour.

Sergeant Mohammad Arefur
Rahman received the Chief of

| Army Staff gold medal for the

best performance in the mili-
subjects while Sergeant
Mohammad Mohiuddin was
ven the Osmani gold medal
the best academic feat.

Meanwhile, the Jahangir
Company retained the BMA
colour for the winter term.

Speaker visits
Shawkat Ali at CMH

Speaker Humayun Rashed
Chowdhury yesterday went to
the Combined Military Hospi-
tal (CMH) to see Col (retd)
Shawkat Ali, the ailing mem-
ber of parliament. reports BSS.

The Speaker enquired about
the condition of Ali and prayed
for his early recovery

Later. Chowdhury also vis-
ited police sub-inspector of
Brahmanbaria sadar Kazi
R::Eﬂul who was seriously in-
ju in a terrorist attack and

undergoing treatment in the
CMH.

the CHT peace accord.

the level of the Minister or
other appropriate levels con-
cerned. me Minister can
always call for a file or review
any decision taken by any
Ministry if she finds it neces-
sary in public interest. The
Prime glfigter is to atceg'c ttltlli
course government,
captain of the ship to give direc-
tig:m and tu;ﬂﬁuv:r-m htil:lw the
others are rming the re-
sponsibilities given to them
rather than take over their
functions.

opment projects

cessing time: Although
Ministers are responsible for
the p tion and implemen-
tation of development projects
they have no authority at all to
approve any such plans and
projects although the minister

or the state minister in-charge
of the ministry of planning has
powers to wow development
projects of all ministries up to
the value of Tk 10 crores. The
projects costing more than 10
crores Taka has to go to ECNEC

and the Prime Minister for ap-
proval.

u:_m‘uu If an Inter-min-
is committee like the pre-

ECNEC Committee consis

of the concerned members o
the Planning
Commission/Chief of Division
and the Secretaries or represen-
tatives of other Ministries con-
cerned (like
ERD/IMED/Establishment/

Finance etc) under the

Chairma.nAhig of the Secretary
of tl; line try, recom-
mends a t project
[POP) the minister of the line

| Ministry should be authorised

to approve at least up to
the value of Tk. 25 crore. Butpllt
condition should be that the
allocation, guideline/priorities
set by the Planning Com-
mission/ECNEC must be
adhered to similarly Planning
Minister should be given the au-
thority to approve development
g?ecta up to a value of Taka 50

re. Projects above 50 crore

‘Taka may go to the ECNEC for

approval.
proval of TAPP (Tech-
Assistance

ni Pmﬁct Profo-
rma): Presently the Minister of
the line Ministry can a
technical assistance up
to the value of Tk. crore.
Projects above Tk 1 crore is
ﬂapruﬂtd ay the Planning

inister. hy should the
Minister be so powerless in
approving TAPP, whereas the

anning Minister can approve
TAPP for any amount.

Suggestions: The TAPP
ahuu‘llggc examined by DSPEC
headed by the of the
line Ministry with the member
concerned of the Planning
Commission /Chief of Division
and the Secretaries or their rep-
resentatives of the concerned
Ministries (i.e. ERD, Finance,
IMEDK, Establishment etc) as
members. On the recommenda-
tion of this committee. the
Secretary of the line Ministry
should be authorised to approve
TAPP up to the value of 5
crores and the Minister con-
cerned should be authorised to

TAPP's up to the value

Tk. 20 crore. The project
should however be in confor-
mity with the list of projects
endorsed by the ERD, the
Planning Commission (PC) and
the Planning Minister for ex-
ternal collaboration.

TAPP's above the valué of
Tk. 20 crore and linked with
investment may how-
ever be approved by the

Minister. The donors
representatives should be in-
vited to attend the DSPEC meet-
m&att}melsnunmd for

separate concurrence
from the donors which usually
result in delay due to protracted
correspondence.

Recruitment of Consultants:
At present the departmental
head can a e recruitment
of consultants up to the value of
Taka one crore. The
of the Ministry has no author-
“F to approve the appointment
ol any Consultant. " The

Minister of the line Ministry
has the authority to approve
appointment of consultants
costing up to Taka 2 crore only.
All cases above the cost of Taka
2 crore is approved by the
Cabinet Committee for pur-
chase. As the line Ministers are
already authorised to approve
mham up to the value of
25 crore. Wlﬁr his
should be limited to 2
crores only in respect of ap-
pointment of consultants.
: In this case the
wer of the Head of the
B:nrmmt may be raised to
Tk. 3 crore, the of the
Ministry may be given powers
up to Taka 5 crore and the
nister aﬂmy be authﬁl;iacd to
case above the value
:? ER 5 crores. All the cases
must however be processed
through the Departmental
Special Project Evaluation
Committee (DSPEC), headed by
the Secretary of the line
Ministry with member con-
cerned of the Planning
Commission/Chief of the
Division and the concerned
Secretaries (ERD, IMED),
Finance etc). or their represen-
tatives as members. The donor's
representative shduld also be
invited to present their views in
Mmmuee I‘:g avoid pro-
correspondences on dif-
ferences of opinion.

Powers of Head of Depart-
ments, autonomous or-
and subordinate of-
es: All executive and opera-
tional functions of the ggﬂvcm-
ment are required to be done by
the departments, subordinate
offices and autonomous bodies.
But the Ministries have, in
most cases, usurped their -
ers and authorities in vinlgfi:rn
of the Rules of Business. The
Rules of Business limits the role
of Ministries to (1) Polic
Formulation, (2) Planning, (3)
Monitoring and Evaluation of
the Execution of Plans and
Programmes, (4) Legislative
matters, (5) Assisting the
Minister in the discharge of his
responsibilities to the
Parliament and (6) Personnel
ent at the top level.
Accordingly all operational
matters are the responsibilities
of departments, subordinate of-
fices and autonomous bodies.
But now a days even the promo-
tion, EFosting and appointments
of departments and au-
tonomous bodies falling within
the authority of the Head of the
organisation have become the

prerogatives of the ministers in

many cases.

: No cases of op-
erational and sonnel mat-
ters in which the departments,
subordinate office and bodies
are em to take decision
should be called by or submitted
to the ministry ; lﬂ case of
an a ns e decision
of thgﬂd?ﬂw department or

sation. Violation of such
e should be treated as an of-
fense. Like wise the heads of de-
artments and autonomous
ies should also decentralise
their powers to the lower-level
officers within their organisa-
tion and to their subordi-
nate/field offices.

Decentralisation is essential
for Good Governance:
Deconcentration of s and
delegation of authority is an es-
sential necessity for good gov-
ernance and speedy conduct of
business of the Government. It
enables the ent to take
decisions at appropriate levels
without unnecessary delay and
a prolonged ©process.
Deconcentration of power and
delegation of authority is nec-
essary to enables the people to
have access to E::E decision
making authori th in terms
of physical dut?m: as well as
distance in terms of bureau-
cratic hierarchy and make the
ﬁjmmanm more responsive to

e actual needs of the people.

A decentralised system of
overnance is cost effective for
€ government and less expen-
sive for the public who has to
spend a lot of time, effort and

money to get things done at the
level of the Directorate and
then the Ministry. Decent-
ralisation cannot only save the
people from bureaucratic
iI;‘Jedimcnts and delay but can
reduce corruption by reducing
the hierarchy and channels of
the decision-making process.
A decentralised system of
administration is more likely
to be fair and just not only be-
cause decisions taken nearer
the grassroots level is likely to
be more objective but also be-
cause public opinion is much
more pronounced and felt at
that level. Give the responsibili-
ties and authority to the appro-
priate level and take to task

those who fail to perform or
misuse power.

The writer is Former
Ambassador and Cabinet

Secretary.

Rainmaker

ROUGHTS in west

Africa over the past 20

ars may have been

caused by the destruction of

rainiorests in countries such as

{.Nigaria...Ghana and' Cgte’
d'lvoire and further deforesta-
¢+ tion in the

region "could causé
complete collapse of the west
African monsoon”, says Xinyu
Zheng of the Centre for Global
Change Science at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technol-

ogy. Cambridge, US.
Rainforests need high rain-
fall. But they also help generate
rainfall elsewhere. At least half
of the rain falling on the forest
uickly evaporates from the
orest canopy, providing mois-
ture in the air to form clouds
that produce rainfall. In this
way, west African coastal rain-
forests, which receive rain from
winds coming off the Atlantic
Ocean, have helped generate
rainfall in the drier lands of the
interior.
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. that Indians are mare. prone
" heart diseasrs based ‘onmra

Little
Hearts

The New Scientist reports
to

study
done.in UK.. which says: that
Beople from the sub-continent
ave narrow arteries. A cardi-
ology team from Bi am
Hospital examined the an-
gi of 27 cardiology pa-
tients from the sub-continent
and 59 white paﬂenta.dj'me av-
coron arte ameter
g:ﬁdlnns 2: 24.?2 millime-
tres as compared to 26.15 mm
for the Whites.

According to Veerandra
Rathmore, o0 led the team,
the difference though small is
?mﬁcmt for if there is a clot

a certain size in the coronary
artery, one with a narrow

has a greater chance of
ha a heart attack.

/Down To Earth Fea-
fures

Supreme Court Ainjibi Samity brought out a procession in the city yesterday protesting

— Star photo

Gold, medicine

'worth Tk 19 lakh

seized at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Customs personnel at Zia In-
ternational Airport (ZIA) re-
covered gold ornaments and
banned medicine worth about
Tk 18.75 lakh in the last few
days.

Airport sources said Cus-
toms officials searched the bod-
jes of two passengers of a t
from Singapore on Monday
night. They recovered gold
chains worth about Tk 5.35
lakh hidden inside the shoes of

one passenger.

Gold chains and gold bars
worth about Tk 6.76 lakh were
recovered from another passen-
ger of the same flight. These
were hidden under his belt cov-
ered with scotch tape.

Besides, gold ornaments and
seven hard disks of computer
valued at about Tk 2.90 lakh
were recovered from a passen-

ger of a Thai Airlines flighfTues-
day afternoon.

Bangladeshi wins Maldives minister

tafseer contest
in Iran

A Bangladeshi has secured
the first position in the Inter-
national Tafseer competition
held in Iran, ;

Afir Uddin Maruf of Ki-
shoreganj bagged the gold
medal in the competition, de-
feating more than a thousand
competitors who took part from
33 countries.

Maruf was awarded with a
50-tola gold cascade and three
lakh Irani rial for securing the
first position, said an Islamic
Fﬂl&ﬂdlﬂnn press release yes-
terday.

hMghmmldmﬂurElmﬂlm of
Lohagara in ttagong
secured the third tion in
Hefzul Quran and
Azharul Islam of Bangladesh
Air Force was placed sixth in
Kirat competition.

Iranian President Moham-
mad Khatami inaugurated the
competition on November 28,
while Iranian spiritual leader
Ayatullah All Khamenel dis-
tributed prizes among the win-

Nners.

meets Abul Hasan,
Mozammel

Women and Social Welfare
Minister of Maldives Rashidha
Yoosuf called on State Minister
for Fo Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury at the latter's office

yesterday, reports UNB.

The Maldives minister ap-
prised the state minister of t
socio-economic condition, edu-
cation systemn and tourism sec-
tor of her and
keen interest about the activi-
ties of Grameen Bank.

The state minister enquired

about the adesh na als
working in Maldives and re-
quested her to hel for

more job opportunities for
Bungllgielhi: tgere.

Another report adds. The
visi Women and Social Wel-
fare inister of Maldives,
Raashida Yoosuf, called on
State Minister for Social Wel-
fare and Women and Children

TV Teaches
Best

Children absorb more in-

fottmiatiéh ih terms of retention ' developed
Ih;m::g T¥rdhan rea )

,r ‘an in the New Sci-
| entist m‘fﬁstﬁé? dorre by JaR-
ette Walma van der Molen and
Tom van der Voort of Leiden
University in Netherlands, five
news stores according to inter-
est were g:lvtn to 152 children
aged 10-12 yrs.

Half the children received
information from the original
televised form while the other
half were given a printed tran-
script of the story. The televised
film was shown for two minutes
while the printed material was
allowed as long as the child
wanted. When queried after-
wards, 51 per cent of those who
saw TV answered correctly
while only 42 per cent of the
readi !gruup was right.

5 Down To th Fea-
tures

Getting -
Efficient

Anewli.j e has been

i' §ics ki R o Side

other Wéb’browsers, such as
Netscape and is free. The soft-
ware goes by the name Web
Bruwserchét: ligence or WBI —
pronounced Webby. Webby tests
the speed of links between sites
and works out the fastest way to
get at a . It even remembers
all the pages you have visited
and allows you to search
through them for pages you
didn't want to read at first but
now want to read. It can be
downloaded from
http:/ /www.almaden.ibm.com/
cs/user/wbi. At the moment,
the software only works with
windows 95, Windows NT and
IBM's own operating system
05/2.

CSE/Down To Earth Fea-
tures

" Work on gas line between

Narsingdi, Siddhirganj begins

Work on the 41-kilometre-
long Narsingdi-Siddhirganj gas
transmission line began yes-

terday, UNB.
Ener and Mineral Re-
sources Minister Lt Gen (Rtd) M

Noor Uddin Khan formally in-
augurated the work at the Nars-
ingdi valve station of Titas
Gas Transmission and Distri-
bution Company in the momn-
ing.
The 20-inch pipeline is
laid under the ird Natur
Gas Development project. The
entire project, aimed at mod-
e Titas Gas system,
will cost Tk 308.57 crore, in-

NSU admission

test results

Results of the North South
University (NSU) admission
test held on Nov 28, have been
announced. As many as 943
students in test for
admission into undergraduate
rogrammes starting from
g;rln( 1998. Only 187 students
came out successful. 4 students
with adequate TOEFL and SAT
scores were accepted for admis-
sion, a press release.
pass numbers of suc-
cessful applicants are as fol-

4 6 12 17 25 32 33 46 50 54
77 87 91 96 97 98 102 104 109

110112113118 124 127 137 144
156 169 176 198 208 221 222 224
226 228 230 231 236 237 241 244
252 253 254 255 268 272 287 288
mmgumamamamam
314 316 331 332 333 334 338 352
354 356 361 362 372 378 379 380
381 384 385 404 406 421 427 429
430 431 432 433 434 440 444 450
458 459 474 501 504 506 509 510
527 538 530 540 542 552 550 571
574 575 578 585 564 507 590 619
522 626 634 637 638 641 642 645
640 651 660 664 668 674 676 683
684 686 689 680 682 700 701 714
715 728 736 742 752 753 762 767
776 788 792 797 800 801 804 818
819 822 826 829 834 836 838 840
842 843 847 B40 854 857 859 860
864 56O 88] 883 8584 889 893 800
905 806 912 914 923 932 934 9356
938 939 941 1682

cluding a foreign exchange
component of Tk 152.75 crore.

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) and the Overseas
Economic Cooperation Fund
(OECF) of Japan are the co-fi-
nanciers of the project.

Under the project, 26 kilo-
metres of 20-inch gas transmis-
sion line from Monohardi-
Narsingdi have already been
constructed and became opera-
tive from June 14 this year.

The new Narsingdi-Siddhir-
ﬁanj gas transmission line will

ave a capacity to transmit 250
million cubic feet of gas per day.
This will help build up an ap-
propriate gas transmission
network for supplying gas to
power plants and mills and fac-
tories in the greater Dhaka re-
gion.

Under the project, 423 kilo-
metres of new gas distribution
line will also be installed and
some 1.28 lakh connections
will be given to consumers.
About 35 per cent work on
the project has already been
completed and the rest is ex-

ted to be completed by June

999, said an ial handout.

Creating awareness
about HR stressed

Speakers at a seminar in the
city terday underscored the
neecrei!nr creating awareness
peo?le about their
ts in soclety, re-

among the
humaL:I}HE
ports .

“It may not be possible to
lead the human rights move-
ment towards success if the
ﬁople cannot be made aware of

eir rights,” State Minister for
Land Alhaj Rashed Mosharraf
told the seminar at the Caritas
auditorium.

Bangladesh Human ts
Commission (BHRC) organised
the seminar on the occasion of
the 49th International Human

ts yesterday.
un?:g ts activist Fa-
ther W Timm presented the

keynote at the seminar
chaired %HEHRC chairman

Kazi Abdur Rezzak.



