@he Daily Star

Founder-Editor: Late S. M. Ali

December 11, 1997

[ M, Ilr't_,f_ T rlll-”"'.":.i-.l'-,_-"

OIC Straight-jacket

It seems to us at long distance from Tehran
which is hosting the OIC summit that its opening
day was freshened up and suffused with Shiraj
roses. None of the reports say as much but unmis-
takably the fragrance of the queen of flowers min-
gled with the air. This was palpable from what the
Iranian President and OIC Chairman Khatami
said about Bangladesh and its government leader

Sheikh Hasina.

The glowing tributes paid to our prime minister
are deemed by us as an honour done to Bangladesh.
And, as Bangladeshis, we have our observations,
crystallised through watching the organisation for
a long time, to make on the present state of affairs
in the Islamic world. We don't underestimate the
machinations of the external forces arrayed
against the Islamic world nor are we oblivious of
the majoritarian tyranny over the minority
Muslims in several countries; but to our under-
standing, the main challenge facing the Muslim
world today is the dissension within not the con-
spiracy of external origins.

There are obvious contradictions between lofty
aspirations and real-life situations. We crave for
unity of purposes and stances vis-a-vis the rest of
the world without having unified our ranks from
within in the first place. Secondly, we never tire of
projecting the glory of Islam, we have long since
ceased to live up to, in a 'nothing but Islam’ attitude
while the ground is slipping away underfoot
through a disuse of the original value system of
Islam comprising tolerance, live-and-let-live, re-
spect for knowledge and justice and fairplay. While
Islam at the time of its origin and thereafter
through the golden ages of Abbasydes and
Ummaiyads was forward-looking it now appears
to be ironically backward-looking close to the 21st
century. How long shall we remain ignoramus, our
boat rocking away from the shores of new knowl-
edge as we diminish through ideological differ-
ences compounded by a suicidal persistence in
keeping to intellectual straight-jackets.

Deep fissures have developed between the Arabs
and the non-Arabs and between Shia and Sunni,
apart from other sectarian differences that inter-
minably erupt. Let the Muslim countries all
democratise their politics and turn into knowl-
edge-based societies with broad outlooks replacing
rusty prejudices.

HR: The Social Snag

Yesterday was World Human Rights Day. The
annual observance of the day has at its base the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted at
the UN 49 years ago and endorsed by the nations of
the world by and by. This document is a unique

achievement setting an ideal for man’'s ultimate
and inalienable need for liberty and dignity as dis-
tinct individuals and connotes at the same time
the laying down of the minimum that each human
individual must enjoy. The day offers us a chance
to assess our national situation in respect of the

| Declaration. The best way to do that is to look at

the sections of our people more vulnerable to hu-
man rights violations socially, economically, cul-
turally. What is the quantum and nature of human
rights accessible to a Dhaka slum-dweller or a
woman garments worker, or a landless peasant
and his wife or members of religious and ethnic
minorities? There cannot be any elevating answer
to that just as there is none as to why and how a

3000-taka office worker treats a 4,000-taka rick-
shaw driver as a creature essentially inferior to
him. Social strata are so stacked one upon the
other based on a graduated denial of dignity to the
lower by the upper.

Poverty is a great source of social inequality and
as such of institutionalised violation of human
rights. It is expected that with economic improve-
ments vast segments of our people would become
aware of their rights and would be only too de-
lighted to exercise them. This is not to say that
human rights for all must await elimination of
poverty.

Human rights cannot be salvaged from the
clutch of vile social value-mechanism without a
pervasive social movement. A cultural movement
spearheaded by a thrust for universal education
will also help greatly in eliminating the inequali-
ties that thrive in the minds.
| Human rights is another name for fairplay to
the individual. It will be best ensured if the indi-
| vidual battles every act diminishing these.

. .
The Sp Rot

Ten thousand answer scripts of six thousand ex-
aminees whose HSC results were published last
September are being reexamined. The leading
Bengali newspaper that carried this news item yes-
terday described it as some sort of a record.
| Perhaps it is a record but certainly a dubious one.

What message this mindbogglingly huge task that
the Board now claims to be panting under conveys
to the future examinees and the rest of the world?
| The recent in-depth stories on flagrant corrup-
tion in the Education Boards are reasons enough to
explain as to why many examinees should apply
for reexamination. In fact, as the report informs,
150 answer scripts of examinees from the last SSC
examination revealed ‘marking flaws' on reexam-
ination.

There is no point asking why cenfidence of ex-
aminees in the evaluating authorities is ebbing.
This is one secret that everybody--the Board offi-
cial, employee, examinee, guardian--every one is
in possession of more or less that money has a way
of making or unmaking things in the Board. But
this cannot go on.

As we said earlier in this column reexamination
system 1is a farce for all practical purposes because
it is effective only insofar as it matters in tallying
the total and checking any unmarked question but
cannot question the judgmental flaw or incapacity
on the part of the examiner.

Blaming computers for the problem is one red
he the Board people better not use any longer.
We demand of the education ministry to get a move
on about setting strict guidelines for teachers who
would be assigned the task of evaluating the scripts

and make arrangements to monitor
ing observance. :
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Treaty on Chittagong Hill Tracts
A New Era of Peace or

Beginning of a New Conflict?

The government did not pay heed to the widespread demand of the people to bring

major provisions of the treaty on this vitally important national issue
to the fore to elicit public opinion or to raise it in the
parliament before conclusion.

A Treaty on Chittagong Till Tracts was con-
cluded last week. It was signed by the Chief Whip
of the Parliament from the government side and
the Chakma head of the Parbatya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati Samity, claiming to act on behalf
of the tribes who live in the tr,rrttmz. The gov-
ernment and the government-backed parties
hailed the treaty as a t success, as a heralder
of pace in the trouble-torn region festered with
insurgency for over two decades. The BNP and
most opposition parties rejected the treaty,
terming it as capitulation of the rnment to
the unacceptable demands of the insurgent
group. They call it unlawful, unconstitutional
and discriminatory to almost half of the popula-
tion, the so-called Bengalis who came from the
plains and settled there since decades and cen-
turies. There have been mixed reaction marked
by violent demonstrations and hartals for and
against the treaty both in the CHT and the rest of
the country.

To dwell upon the background of the issue
briefly will perhaps help comprehend the prob-
lem better. After the Moghul time and till the
thirties during the British regime the Arakan
and even the bulk of erstwhile Burma were gen-
erally part of one political entity. technically
:njuﬂﬁ free movement of people in the entire
area. Although special considerations were al-
lowed in administering that region in accor-
dance with the CHT Manual of 1900, in the
Manual published in 1870 the Chakmas had
been described as "settlers”. So the settler is a
relative term. Strictly speaking, even the
Americans, Canadians and Australians of today
are settler but __
they enjoy ev-
en more rights
and benefits
than the orig-
inal inhabit-
ants, tribes '
and aborigi-
nes. The new
settlers in CHT.

E
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found their land and privileges threatened.
Ershad’s rule also witnessed some laudable ac-
tions to impart economic benefits and political
confidence to the tribals. He introduced District
Cuun]cila for thi:dahCHT districts where tribal
population wou ave greater say in runnin
their affairs. He also magg wurlhwgllc cuntrlbug-
tion to the development of infrastructure on that
difficult terrain.

During Begum Zia's epoch the trend to settle
the problem of tribal insurgency continued un-
abated, rather intensified. The newly constituted
National Committee started to work vigorously
and held 13 long sessions over several years to
this end. But the tions did not succeed due
to the insatiable a te for increased demand
of the tribal negotiators which, once whetted
could not be satisfied. Begum Zia did not com-
promise, as she found that the unreasonable de-
mands were not only in conflict with laws and
constitution but were highly discriminatory
against the other half of the population. hence
could not be a harbinger of a lasting peace. In
spite of that, she succeeded in repatriating some
six thousand Chakma refugees from Tripura and
gave them land, home, provisions and equip-
ment.

The present Awami League government was
determined to reach an agreement. But will this

ment, which was negotiated and concluded
in a great hurry, establish a lasting peace? The
protracted negotiations and broken peace ac-
cords in Palestine, Northern Ireland, Kashmir
and in various other places on the globe,
notwithstanding their dissimilar characteris
tics but with
similar dem-
and for peace
by all parties,
pro-vide a
message loud
and clear that
establish-ment
of a per-
manent peace

the Bengalis or
Bangladeshis,
therefore, deserve al least their legitimate demo-
cratic rights and privileges.

In any way, Chakmas being relatively old set-
greater facilities and privileges than
the new Bengali settlers. Being a depressed com-
munltgelwing in a relatively less developed area,
the tribes legitimately and uman?r deserve spe-
cial treatment, favour, finance and even author-
ity. But these must be in conformity with the
laws of the land, constitution of the country and
must not infringe upon the rights and pri
of all citizens as enjoined under the constitu-
tion.

Whether any provision of the treaty is in

conflict with the F.l;]_.nti laws or violates the
letter and spirit ol the constitution is a matter

for the constitutional rts to say and ulti-
mately the Judiciary to decide. There are, indeed,
opposing claims. as expected. Even prior to the
conclusion of the treaty, there were cautio
demands in this matter by the op tion. It
would, therefore, be fair to assume that the rul-
ing party had fortified their position by consult-
ing eminent constitutional experts, ey t
even have modified the text accordingly in

to avoid later criticism effectively.

Though the preamble suggest that both the
parties will uphold the constitution, territorial
integrity and rights of all citizens, some of the
provisions, according to many. negate that pos-
tulation. Even if any provision becomes repug-
nant to a law, this can be remedied by the gov-
ernment by enac enabling or such other ap-

ropriate legislation. But any conflict with the
etter and spirit of the constitution is beyond the
means of the to redress, except with
cooperation of the opposition. Whether interests
of one section of the people are subordinated to
those of another section in a democratic system,
can be figured out, besides resorting to legal
means, by exa political and humanitar-
ian considerations. Here political parties and
the people in general play a crucial role.

People, almost without tion, have t
regards for lawyers: some nurture fears about
them but more view them with suspicion. The
ordinary simple-minded people ponder with
both awe and admiration how two y distin-
guished lawyers bitterly argue against each
other, lending personal conviction of the latter
on the same issue in serious doubt. So, both the
government and the opposition will probably
commence a battle of the wise in due course of
time, if they fail to reach a political compro-
mise, I do not wish to interfere in their avidly
guarded domain.

The growth of the insurgency had its seed
sown shortly after the liberation of B desh
when the Prime Minister of h Sheikh
Mujib on his visit to the Chittagong Hill Tracts
called upon all the inhabitants to become
Bengalis. Bangabandhu's efforts to secure total
integration of all communities of the land, as it
were, became counter-productive. The fear of
losing their distinct ethnic and cultural identity
infuriated the tribals, the Chakmas in particu-
lar. They took up arms and commenced acts of
terrorism, with help and succour from across the
borders.

During the Zia regime, initiatives for various
measures were taken to assuage the bitter feel-
ings of the tribals. At the same time, a good
number of settlers came from the plains to seek
economic unities in the face of in

ure on there. The process intensifi
the sense of insecurity among the tribals, who

- rights. They

can be ensured
_ only by a just
and equitable settlement acceptable to all
concerned. But can the CHT Treaty be termed so?
The declared and real objective of both the
government and the ition is, no doubt, to
attain peace, a real %e. But peace
at any cost serves short objective and
can be neither just nor durable. History is replete
with numerous instances. The CHT has now vir-
tually been elevated to an autonomous regjon to
be ruled by mainly one section of the people,
most of whom had been against the creation of
Bangladesh and have long been engaged in
armed struggle against all successive govern-
ments of the land. The new rulers will distribute

land to the people of their choice, specially to the
tribals as envisaged in the treaty, appoint police
officers and constables. again specially among
the tribals, including those who are supposed to
Iwaildnwn their arms and give up insurgency, and

have to be consulted, if they so desire, when
the sovereign national parliament legislates on
an issue that affects the region.

The government has to withdraw troops,
para-milit forces- and-even village defence -
corps into acks in far-flung towns from

which it is difficult to deploy promptly over an
impassable terrain, thereby losing its effective
control over one-tenth of its territory. History
has shown and our country itself no exception
that, despite solemn agreement, not all insur-
gents lay down all arms. Over and above, in this
case, replenishment of arms from across
friendly borders is more easy and less time-con-

surnlnf.
As lor settlers from the plains, they will be
most inadequately represented in their local
Parishad, one man one vote, and
will lose their basic democratic rights to have a
;a{l in : their own mﬁ:lMt of them
ad no in the as they no money,
and now they can no land as have no
will virtually be relegated to the
status of second class citizens. Their
apprehension now is about their physical secu-
rity after the withdrawal of and civilian
forces and, being deprived of land and rights,
Their gradual p out of the territory. On the
other hand, tribals can go to any part of
Bangladesh owning lands and property, as all
citizens should have the right to do so, irrespec-
tive of race, religion, sex, colour and creed.

Again, no list of insurgents is to be provided
to the t now, but after 45 days of care-

ful thought.

The government did not pay heed to the
widespread demand of the le to major
provisions of the treaty on this vitally impor-
tant national issue to the fore to elicit public
opinion or to raise it in the liament before
conclusion. The agoni and repeated drum-
ming of the demand by all political es, ex-
cept the government and government backed
ones, fell on deaf ears of the government.
Admission of the belated realisation by the gov-
ernment of due importance of the issue so as to
&Ilacc it before the parliament after committing

t accompli is viewed with disdain and as a de-
liberate and humiliating act of ignoring earlier
public demand. The die is cast. turmoil that
was 80 long confined to a on has now the po-
tentials of the entire nation, albeit in a
different form. It is now for the political pundits
to find a way out amicably, as implementation
of the present text of the treaty appears to be less
than easy.

Rajuk and the Metropolis

For once in a while, very re-
luctantly, the government has
displayed some sense of public
duty, and allowed itself to be-
come painfully strict by initiat-
1n§ disciplinary action against a
white elephant by the name of
Rajuk (formerly DIT), by remov-

the head; but doing nothing
with the rotten body.

Now the body has to be dis-
sected and rebuilt (not a clone,

lease) Dhaka metropolis has

n exploding rather than ex-
panding in the last two
decades, but the Rajuk struc-
ture, although changed cosmet- signmen
ically from the previous DIT's,
has utterly failed to face the
reality of fast changes. Neither
the Rajuk Board of Governors
(if it has any), nor the govern-
ment have paid any serious at-
tention to the administrative
and the technical executive
problems of this body; which
appears, in many areas, to be
running parallel to the duties
and responsibilities of the

doing-nothin

sive unstable

cost hou

problems,

Dacca Municipality, later re- eas, thanks to the politicians’ Coming back to Rajuk, it is
named DCC or the Dhaka City gift of the gab and the grab. to be broken up and decen-
Corporation. DCC is actively Now with the collapse of the tralised, and with tech-

‘A Zabr

are not to be%'u
metic name changes by succes- B
cation of funds for normal and
What is lacking is modern routine development projects
dynamic management and
technical how-know. Both Ra-
juk and DCC need foreign ex-
perts attached to the organi
tions for several
for a 5-year period (the incum-
bents and the areas

ch as required).
ﬁwudem rl.?ﬁ::an planning and
implementation are complex as-

ts in day-to-day work-
ing, especially in the developing
countries, encou
urban migration from the rural
undeveloped areas. Traffic, low-
sing, and basic ameni-
ties have become nigh
but
regimes are stricken sh
populist gestures. The lack of
political will is one of the
est deterrents to the develop-
ment of the urban and rural ar-  other.

financial markets in Asia, and
WB and IMF rescue pac 5
diverting most of the available

" funds to the stricken econormies

The solutions in the tiger countries, it will be
und in the cos- difficul for LDCs like
adesh to get enough allo-

ITIES.

(watch the rate of devaluation).

may

have to a large extent

rush of

tmarish
the elected
with

collectors who cannot
lect the garbage

great-

Football and Politics
in Arcadia

The end-result of all this turmoil is the ever-lasting poverty of the people. It is indeed
remarkable that they survived thus far. There is no reason why Arcadia

should remain so poor.

N Arcadia, politics is comparable to a

roughly played and badly handled football
match. There are basically two political par- are determined to keep
ties — one occupying the seat of government

and the other out of it. But politicians of all

kinds are continuously striving to find opportu- a chaos theory

nities to kick politics (like a football] into the
desired directions; usually the directions oppo-
site to each other. The two directions are: the
seat of government which in physical terms is
the huge national administrative complex and
the other, is the small two-storied building oc-
tion as a whole for

style. will then become difficult to or . Ar-
cadia is poor and backward; and the politicians
it that way.

The unending chaos of football politics is
difficult to break in Arcadia. Remember, there is
of political aggrandizement in

Arcadia? If the party is in opposition, it will

quickly adapt itself to the chaotic path of poli-
tics eby the sole objective is to oppose any-
thing and ing that the t does.

The modus operandi of politics is harass the

party in power in all possible ways. If the -
ernment decides to impose no tax, the gt?:n

eir meetings and official work. The d will propagate that government wishes to
ancy is glaring. The discrimination is over- bankrupt the nation. there is a tax, hell will
. Not a single room in the administra- let loose: government is to rob the le

tive complex is earmarked for the opposition of their rightful income. If there is no rain,

S
Wwar, in the peculiar -
tics of Arcadia. lntn'ut.l.nﬂ . this typcpn
of football politics is not played in any
earmarked arena. The most venue are
the streets of Archdoom — the capital city of Ar-
cadia. On the other hand, no game is in

without the spectators. In Arcadia, the ordinary
citizen by force, become the audience and some
of them end up slaughtered or injured victims of
murderous football politics. The danger is. citi-
zens have no alternative but to access through
the venue of football politics. The people must
move thr streets of the capital city and in-
struments like guns and bullets, so frequently
used, become a great to life. However. no-
bothers about it in dia. Human life is
ps the cheapest commaodity going around
Moreover

(£ the party in power — must re-
ﬂm if it rains, nppnsitigr}fypra}ra for
floods, so that mertt can be blamed for it.

Under the circumstances, decisions of the
ministers are profoundly influenced by what the
opposition party thinks. But the opposition
must o . S0 what the ent must do?
Huthlnﬁ — perhaps that is the best available o
tion. Fortunately. there are international do-
gooders — the international donor community,
in particular. the international development fi-
nance institutions. Arcadia needs their
— that is one thing, even the ition cannot
oppose. 5o clever ministers will pass on secret
notes to the donors and urgent national prob-
lems get highlighted by representatives of donor
countries and cies.

All political parties will be vociferous in
their claims that they are all serving the cause of
the people. Their actions prove to be otherwise,

e, , People are of the

liticlans look least interest es-
or dead bodies, pecially since
rather than liv- the vast major-
ing human be- ity of them are
ings, and this too poor to be of
later on becomes any conse-
a ready source quence. Politi-
for renewal of cians do not talk
football politics. to the people.

Remember They ecture
the Roman t- them in big pub
mes, when gladiators used to fight unto death lic meetings. Then party thugs are there to
and spectators used to gleefully watch the gory gather the public in big like a bunch of

details of killing? In Arcadia, politicians are de-
termined to move in a reverse direction. They

cows in a large ﬂau%l‘uter pen. Fortunately for the
politicians (and unfortunately for the nation),

are tracing back the path to the brutal days of Arcadia is a densely populated country. There is
ancient Rome. Instead of gladiators, paid no dearth of people who can always be gathered
hoodlums and perform the same tasks for political purposes.

with an extremely deleterious exception: the e end-result of all this turmoil is the ever-
victims are innocent bystanders. The real politi- lastin erty of the people. It is indeed re-
cians, who Issue press statements and get their markable that they survived thus far. There is

names published in the pers, hardly ever
receive a scratch. They are mostly visible up on
the dais from where violent speeches are
delivered to the delight (entirely costless) of the
listening audience and often to the detriment of
the national interest.

Politicians of hardly any creed and ever
changing colours have made an informal treat
among themselves that through football poli-
tics, they will not only keep politics alive and
kicking but strongly influence the economy in
such a way that it will always remain poor and

backward. 2

FootHall politics irt Arcadia gets priosily, ever
:vcgythiggc else. Workers are_ encburaged
thro joyrides as well as cash payments to
switch off factory machines and join the fun.
Important business meetings cannot be held.
Banks stop their transactions; shops roll down

J g

no reason why Arcadia should remain so poor.

Like several countries of the Middle-East, there
is enormous wealth underground. These re-
sources can be exploited and transformed into

investment capital for economic and social de-

velopment. Landlocked countries to the north of
Arcadia are looking for the exit to the sea
through Arcadia so that those countries are in a
position to initiate export-led growth. In the
process, the gateway Arcadia can also gain
enormously. However, gains to Arcadia do not
necessarily mean that it will lead to political
advantages — one way or the other. Before the

gains to the nation as a whole, 8 to the few
critical s -are, muelr important.
Fi tbﬂl%’aHEM'm invest t

where money [0"come ? the

other hand, the political p out

no access to this booty until the next election
and by that time, if the windfall s are all ex-
hausted, there will be nothing left for them. So

There is another snag.

namely the control and ex-

sa- ploitation of the global market

s, at least strategies by the industrialised

countries. It means the Rajuk
and associated agencies
charged with the devrf.irmal
of the Dhaka metropolis will
on its own resources, or €n-
courage the private sector to
come with rescue and business
packages (BOO, BOT, etc). But

the private sector is not enam-
oured of the stinking garhn.g\e
even col-

_ The administrative urgency
and push are not there. The two
main political parties are wast-
ing their major energies on each

|

nocrats who would not be
stooges. There is one snag: how
to curtail political interference?

_ministr

their shutters. There is football politics in town.

oppose everything so long they do not come to

So else must stop. wer. In litical . the opposi-
ki, e Egn politicians ul'ﬁl nmﬁmﬁ'ﬂm ugl;'iung
This is the politics of death. Politicians of that ﬂ:plomnf resources of Arcadia amounts to

Arcadia do not care. They are so callous and loss of sovereignty and access to neigh

self-centered. However, the thoughtful editor of countries for international trade would negate

Archdoom Times told me that there were cun- the hard-earned

ning political ambitions lurking behind such However,

football politics. If Arcadia remains poor, citi-

zens will continue to remain illiterate and tions of politicians.

therefore rant and susceptible to all sorts of

political propaganda.

prosperity, nobody will dare to stop the wheels
of economic growth. Football politics, Arcadia-
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Sir, to a recent re-
released by the UNAIDS in
¢ thin 30 million pevple I
more on e in
the world are mm
the dreadful disease, AIDS.
About 16,000 people are in-
fected everyday. Very alarming
situation indeed!

Accurate treatment to cure
AIDS patients has yet to be de-
veloped. Of course, some drugs
developed by certain pharma-
ceutical companies have been
proved to be effective against
AIDS, for instance, Glaxo-Well-
come's 'AZT', Bristol-Myers

uibb & Co's 'Zerit' etc. Some
other techniques for AIDS
Seionrsen) bh being deveiuel
velopment or ;

ell, in order to combat the
AIDS epidemic, non-formal ed-
ucation and cam nst
AIDS have to be intensified in
all the countries of the world,
especially in the developing
countries. The State Depart-
ments of ulture and Agri-
cultural Extension of different
countries may include AIDS ed-
ucation in their ve non-
formal education system to cre-
ate awareness against AIDS
among the rural people with
whom these departments work
very closely, even in the re-
motest areas.

At the same time, the UN

on AIDS should help in
establishing an international
channel for easy and free avail-
ability of AIDS treatment drugs
in every nook and corner of the
world.

M Zahidul Haque
BAIl, Dhaka-1207.

Crisis in Pakistan
Sir, Most of the time of last
50 years the political leaders
and army commanders had
been wrestling for power in
Pakistan. They always boasted
of their status and position. but
as a matter of fact, they secured
very poor marks in performing
their duties and responsibilities
with regard to public ad-
, rehabilitation of
, solution of Kashmir
' ethnic vio-
nce, Hm corruption
and sm ing implementing

family planning programme,

In a country of rising

e T ————————

- — — — L - r
— — — - ] -

disposing off thousands of
criminal and civil ceases, effec-
E.;:}ing ccununﬂ;:! and induth:
poor standard of life of the peo-
ple, and alleviating the untold
of the :

In such a sorry state of af-
fairs some ambitious, bulky
and well paid judges of the
Su p;:dme Ctt;lurt e
jum into the arena r
politics fuel to the mf
disastrous socio-economic and
political situation of the coun-
try. It's a pity that Pakistan
constantly suffers from one

crisis after another.

O H Kabir

6, Hare Street, Wari

Dhaka-1203
Owes of self-billing

Sir, DESA and Dhaka WASA
introduced ulf-bﬂl::ﬁ system
for their bonafide regular
consumers few years back. This
zlttm created interest and en-

usiasm the consumers
who are in a habit to clear up
the ch for such utility ser-
vices regularly. But due to non-
cooperative attitude of some
~ of DESA and WASA who
are responsible to maintain up-
to-date ledger book, consumers
have hcewaduaﬂy losing in-
terest in -billing.

Besides, a section of staff
discourages this system
through their non-cooperation.
While the customers used to pay
the water and power bills as per
monthly meter reading in the

ted banks but such paid
bills are not regularly updated
in the ledger books. en the
ages of bill books are ex-
austed it is very difficult to
procure a fresh book from
there. DESA has alread
aturgcd to issue new books
self-billion without any official
announcement.

Although WASA has not
sto self-billing but to have
El n?:dhill book,l;igtakcs many
days alt her. Consumers are
to attend WASA zonal offices
for making the ledger up-to-
date by showing their paid bills
before getting a new book.
Sometimes, though consumers
records show up-to-dgte pay
ment of all bills. bu. in the

books due wrong entry
wﬂm are discrepancies in the
balance when consumers are to
pay excess amount.

As a consumer_ il is my sug-

not listen to the incredibly

ave also .

darkness all around,
and anti-social people
opportunit
selves in
tivities As a result — theft and
other anti-social activities have
increased in our locali

plained to the local W of -
but it seems they do not
want to pay any attention.

ndence of the country.
ple of Arcadia, this time, may
sensational asser-
If the worst comes, they

may have to take the law in their own hands.

Hopefully, sanity will prevail and politicians
will change their ways Eefore -y

Chaotia or even. another Somalia.

Arcadia becomes

ﬁuﬁﬁﬁﬂWA&ﬁmﬂ DESA are
really interested to collect rev-

enues self- sys-
tem, then their service in re-
spect of posting of paid

bills should be improved — oth-

M A Jalil
372/B, Khilgaon, Dhaka.
"Aliens on US Soil"

Sir, This refers to a letter
written by MG Mostafa on the
3rd instant in your paper. The

writer has rightly pointed out

the present conditions of the
aliens on US soil. | would like to

point out the following facts for

further information from the US
Embassy in Dhaka.

1) That | am a t
nndlgotﬁmpum-

sion the government to

visit USA
2) That I applied to the US
Embassy in due time for a visit

visa in ;
3) t the visa officer asked
me some questions and I
as | could.
4) That the visa officer re-
turned my with a seal
of receipt ication without

anhnﬁ_:ny lpnpcru or evidence.
5) That later | wrote a letter
with evidente, but there is still

no reply.

M Ali
Dhaka

Frequent power
failure at Rampura

Sir, uent power failure
and loadshedding have been

plnllyllng the normal life of the
dwellers of Rampura for the
last several months. Failure of

the electricity occurs five or six
times in the evening Students
are the worst sufferers as they

cannot sit and study.

when there is
thieves
get the
to indulge themi-

t anti-social ac-

Moreover,

We have repeatedly com

Mahbubul Alam
SKS Rampura. Dhala



