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Hasina attends
luncheon by
Khatami

TEHRAN, Dec 9: Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina today at-
tended a luncheon hosted by
President Seyyed Mohammad
Khatami in honour of the visit-
ing heads of government and
state at a city hotel, reports
BSS.

Meanwhile, Crown Prince of
Jordan Hassan Bin Tallal made
a courtesy call on Sheikh
Hasina at conference centre
this afternoon.

Sheikh Hasina referred to
the excellent investment cli-
mate in adesh and said
Jordan could avail the oppor-
tunity to the common benefit of
the two peoples.

Hasina also pointed out that
Jordan could employ skilled
and semi-skilled people from

adesh in his country. She
invited the Prince to visit

e Crown Prince accepted
the invitation and said he
would pay a visit to Bangladesh
sometime next year.

'Sink differences
for country's
development’

TEHRAN, Dec 9: Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina has called
upon the people to sink their
differences and contribute to
the development of the country,

BSS.

Speaking at a reception
hosted in her honour by the
Bangladesh ambassador to
Tehran, Syed Muazzem Ali last

t, Sheikh Hasina said "we

have our views on various
issues, but we should sink all
dlflfercnccs for the Bakednf de-
velopment, progress and pros-
perity of adesh.”

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad and ambassador

Muazzem Ali also spoke.

The Prime Minister said
that the objective of her gov-
ernment is to establish hunger
and poverty-free society.

Sheikh Hasina said in the

st 17 months her government

as solved a number of prob-
lems including historic water
agreement with India and the
e accord on Chittagong Hill
acts.

Turning to terrorism, she
said "l cannot claim to have
contained terrorism 100 per
cent,” but it has been signifi-
cantly reduced. She said the op-
position BNP was causing hin-
drances to curbing terrorism in
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tural Affairs Obaidul Kader,
gact Shamsur Rahman and
yed Hasan Imam will be pre-
sent as special guests.

Golam Quddus, the coordina-
tor of the programmes will de-
liver the address of welcome
and Hasan Arif will read out the
declaration. Asaduzzaman
Noor and Nasiruddin Yusuf
Bachchu will address the open-
ing function.

Programmes will also be
held at the Bakultala of the
Fine Arts Institute, Poet
gasiaila Sultaﬂgn Ah:l;itu Munch,

arak Deep, esh Dasgupta
Lokoja Munch, northern corner
of the mazar of three leaders,
Shams Irani Film Munch,
playground of the Dhaka Uni-
versity and Shambhu Mitra
Na Munch.
esides, patriotic songs,
dances, recitation, and
rmances by the artistes of
dhin Bangla Betar Kendra
will take place at the central
Shaheed Minar.

Display of the documents on
Liberation War and a photogra-
phy exhibition will be held at
the TSC. A folk fair and book

exhibition will also be organ-
ised on the fi

the Bangla emy.

~ Share scam
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and Barrister Rafiqul Huq had
argued that the pruceedlnﬁa
against them were drawn with-
out proper authorisation of Sec-
tion 25 of the Securities and Ex-

change Ordinance, 1969. The
arrest warrants were issued in-

stead of summons, without ap- -

E{lying the judicial mind of the
strate, they argued.

e HC held that there was
substantial compliance of Sec-
tion 25 of the inance and
cognizance was properly taken.
Moreover, the enquiry commit-
tee report, pursuant to Section
21 of the inance, satisfied
the uirement of Section 25
of the Ordinance and ruled that
the proceedings should con-
tinue against the accused.

mq; G:thneraj K S Nabi,
a or the state argued
t&t the reference was lmn%lu -
tent under Section 438 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure.

Dr M Zahir assisted Dr A
KM A.té and Barrister aled
Hamid Chowdh appeared on
behalf of the SEC. Advocate
Serajul Huq and Barrister

Rafiqul Hugq ared for the
accused. P
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina called on former Iranian President Akbar Hashmi

Rafsanjani in Tehran on Monday.

— PID photo

OIC summit opens in Tehran o

Khamenei blasts US, calls

to liberate Palestine

TEHRAN, Dec 9: Iran's
glaramnunt leader Ayatollah

i Khamenei opened the eighth
Islamic Summit here today
with a rallying call for the lib-
eration of Palestine and a fiery
blast at the United States, re-
ports AFP.

"Until now it is the enemy
which has the initiative and we
have only ourselves to blame,"
Khamenei told representatives
of the 55 members of the Organ-
isation of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC).

"The enemy has set itself up
on the land of Palestine armed
settlers, divided Arab land and
annexed territory from Jordan,

Eﬁypt and yria,” said
amenei.
"Only the youth of Palestine

and Lebanon have been
with all their power," ggh::i‘ﬁ
the largest international gath-
ering itpﬂllran lin the 18-year his-
tory o e Islamic Republic.

r’l"ﬂ'la.menci, who laced the
founder of the 1979 Iranian
Revolution, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei as leader in 1989, la-
belled the Middle East peace
process "unjust, humiliating
and illogical®.

And he fired an angry
broadside at the United States —
lt»lsl.r:nlrtpi?l Washington for black-
ening the international reputa-
tion of Iran and working in ca-
hoots with Israel.

"Peace in return for land
that is a surprise. That means
that the Zionists will give back

the occupied land to Pales-
tine,” he said. K

"Is there anything more un-
ust than this? It is a joke.”

amenei said, referring to the
principle of land-for-peace
which underpins the US-backed
Arab-Israeli peace process,

"The enemy propaganda is
erln,g to tarnish the i of
Islam...the Zionists and a
all, the United States are be-
hind this campaign, the ones
who have suff the biggesl‘.
losses from our revolution,” he
said.

Throughout he stressed the
summit's theme of Islamic
unity, sa the Muslim World

should ate to shape the
future of the planet and defeat
the corrupt culture of the West.

"The culture of the civilisa-
tion of the West is pu the
world towards materialism,
money, gluttony and lust are
become the hi t values," he
said.

But Iranian President Mo-
hammad Khatami, who ad-
dressed delegates shortly after-
wards. struck a much more

conciliatory tone towards the

West.

"It is n to know the
West, there are so tive
achievements by the Western

world that non-westerners can
learn from,” said Khatami, a
moderate who won a surprise
landslide victory in May elec-
tions.

"There is a difference be-

tween Islamic civilisation and
Greco-Roman, but no con-
flict...we should be open to
other ts of view.”
But on Israel he echoed the
tone of Khamenei.

srael has a bellicose, racist

and terrorist nature, and its

to

search for wea of mass de-
struction is a t to regional
stability,” he said.

Mobile courts to
check plying of
illegal rickshaws

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka City C

DMP Jointly in
courts yesterday to check the
movement of illegal rickshaws
and rickshaw vans in the city
for easing traffic jam.
Headed by first class magis-
trates. the courts would be con-
ducted every Sunday, Tuesday
and Thursday. The rick-
shaws will be seized confis-
cated, said a DCC press release.

Meanwhile, the DCC has re-
quested all concerned to stop
of non-motorised wvehi-

cles, includ rickshaws, in
the Motijheel, Dilkusha and
DIT Avenue areas from 8 am to

6 pm.

tion and
uced mobile

Ordinary
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sons and a daughter. The chil-
dren go to school. He pays Tk
200 as rent to a tribesman at the

tribal ' 'behind the bazar.
"I have no problem, doing

business in the bazar. We are

living like brothers,” Dulal
commented about relations
between the tribals and Ban-
galees. But he could not give de-
tails of the accord.

Latu Miah, an employee at
the government-run local hor-
ticulture centre, the
same view as Dulal. He too did
nu:d mﬂgcsziha:ﬂ d:tlﬁilu of the ac-
cord, es y things like the
power and function of the pro-
posed Regional Council, the

wer centre of CHT adminis-

ation to be dominated by the
tribesmen.

people in CHT

would work despite worries,

compounded by two months' ar-

a month for his family of four

from the g
Ead bothered to ex-

lﬂﬂnﬂfc ccord hi

plain a or assuage his

apprehension yet. :
Back at the town, the people

we interviewed are also un-

aware aboul the details of the

Latu Miah came to the hills

from Comilla with his ts
before the birth of esh.
He also ssed the hope that

amity between the tribesmen
and the settlers from the plains

would prevail,
JamPnl Bikash Tripura is a

day labourer at n Singhi-

nafa. He supports a family of

seven. His comment was

straight. "I do not know the

or bad side of the accord.

e are living together in
'milmish' (amity)."

Dressed in a torn, faded
Jjeans and tee shirt, 14 year old
Sujan Tripura also stood beside
Dulal, Latu Miah, Jamini and
llage when |y PhOGEAL B

4428 m a
colleague Sh Enamul Huq
readied his camera.

Snnutﬂi a far:lner Sujufr;rl';;d
been ng a rickshaw e

t g’u'ee months to su

s family. One of his brothers
serve in the Army. Sujon too
could not offer any details of
the accord.

Solaiman, 36, a settler, who
arrived in the hills in 1981,

heard about the accord. in his

cluster village of Mollapara at
Panchari.

He too could not provide de-

tails about the t. He
L was hopeful thﬁ the accord
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to deter-

accord that is go
the three

mine the affairs o
hill districts in CHT.

There had been campaigns
f:r mdty thr:l angurd ut

reality, barring 'leaders’, not
everyone understands the intri-
cate ment of devolution
of power for the first time since
the British introduced the hill

%w - in1900.
Hartal today -
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%ﬁad the EII-IHE;H!'I,

the procession culminated in a
rally in front of the Bazar

M e.
BEck flags were still seen
atop most of the houses and

shops in the town protesting the

peace agreement.

Meanwhile, BNP Chairper-
son Begum Khaleda Zia today
urged the people to observe
dawn-to-dusk hartal in Chit-
tagong and Chittagong Hill
Tracts tomorrow day after
tomorrow to force the govern-
ment to scrap the "black accord"”
on CHT.

In a statement, she said peo-
ple have already the

ent as unconstitutional
ugh December 7 hartal.

Begum Zia called for resist-
ing the government's conspir-
acy and consolidating the na-
tional sovereignty by observing
all action programmes an-
nounced earlier by BNP.

WC cncl(et
From Page
infrastructure.
The cricket body also de-
cided to host an under-19 World
‘Championship in South Africa
from Jan 11, in which 16 na-
Dalmi d no decision,
however, been taken on the
guch-tlikﬁid ?‘?::t Wli-l::'d
h.l::ﬂoru p o t matches.
He a committee studyi
;ht' issue will give its repo
.- “lﬂ

e

 —

| ing.

Classes at Ideal
School begin

_ By Staff Correspondent
Classes and other activities

of the city’s Ideal School and
well under the

are
direc of its
chairman Sam"fam

Chowdhury, MP, says a press
release issued by Md Mizanur
Rahman, the institution's
caretaker, yes

The press release adds: a

- meeting of the teachers and em-

ployees of the institution yes-
tjm'viti y :l:;ndemncd ﬂ:;lent 3::—

es some e under
the banner of 'AFVE. avak Fo-
rum'’ and urged the forum lead-
ers to be restrained from such
activities.

From Page 1
them the right hold the pro-

"We strongly protest and
condemn such activities,”" he
said and ted their inabil-
ity to
Fal dlzt to non-cooperation
rom the government.

He, however, that the
overnment would reconsider

decision to clear the way for
holding the JASAS programme.

Bhuijyan said the govern-
ment, which claims the sole
credit of the liberation war, is
not allowng to celebrate
the Victory Day festival.

JASAS President Rezabud-
dowla Chowdh said thz'v‘g%t
the permission the
on ber 4 to hold the pro-
gramme at the 'Satayu .

After getting the permission,
he said, co all
preparations, lncludlnF deco-
ration and set up of pandal
wgﬂ space for more than 100
stalls.

| ttﬂultﬂ‘ltth?b sent a
etter to cancelling
its earlier fo

a decision of the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police not to al-
low holding of the festival on
m of law and order,

€ evening, a police team
from Ramna thana, led by the
OC, came to the festival venue at
Ramna Park and dismantled
the pandal, Rezabuddowla
ury told the press brief-

the vicfory festi-

Newsmen’s income
tax: SC stays
HC judgement

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court stayed the
operation of the impugned

t and the orders of the

Court on August 14

in a writ petition till January
20, 1998 next declaring pay-
ment of income tax liable on
the wages in the different
groups of journalists and news-

as awarded
Fl?fﬂwmd to have mbﬁ
made without lawful authority,
reports BSS.
The writ petition was filed

by Barrister Moinul Hossain
and others.

The  Appellate Division
the on December 2
on the prayer made by the

Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists (BFUJ) ted

represen
b{ its Ertuld:nl. Igbal Sobhan
C ury by filing civil misc
petition. -

The Supreme Court also
fixed the hearing of the petition
on the same date.

Boy hurt while
making bombs

By DMC Correspondent

A teenage boy was injured
while making bombs at Moha-
jonpur Lane under Sutrapur
thana in the city yesterday
morning.

On receiving information,
police reached the spot and ar-
rested Sumon t 16.

took him to the Dhaka
Medi

College Hospital.

Oi1l glants
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Unocal on Dec 1B, French com-
ﬂ:knoy Total and US company
Resources on Dec 19.
Meanwhile, donors and
di ts continued to
their deep concern on the
transparency of the bidding
process, the sources said. It was
alleged that the process was
unfavourable to some US oil
and gas companies like Mobil
or Chevron-Texaco, the source
added.
It was further learnt that the
Investment Committee which
the ation Commit-
is divided over the S0
far followed in the negotia-
tions.
Sources said that the Energy
Secretary, a member of the four
members Investment Commit-

tee, was criticised by the other
members at a meeting last
week. As a result, convenor of
the committee, the Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minis-
ter. sought advise from the
Prime Minister last week on the
elines for negotiation. The
Minister then asked the
committee to invite all the

companies to the negotiation
table.

Twenty fi companies
and the local are C-
ipa in the second round

block bidding for oil and gas
exploration in Bangladesh.

World HR Day
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to observe II-;e day.

President hahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina gave separate

on the occasion.

In observance of the day,
Sammilito Manobadhikar
Parishad has drawn up a day-
i programine.

he rgframme includes
poster tion, video show at
Central Shaheed Minar and

candle-light procession from in
front of the National Museum
at 6 pm. The n will go

to Central Shaheed Minar via
Press Club.

Bangladesh Manobadhikar
Samonnoy Parishad will bri
out a procession from Centr
Shaheed Minar to the National
Press. Club at’ 8:30 am. The

will also hold a semi-
nar at 3:30 pm at the Children's
auditorium of National Mu-
SEeUIT.

CEDAW Forum, Bangladesh
will hold a discussion at 'gm at
UNIC conference room at House
No 60, Road No 11a, Dhan-
mondi.

DSE broker
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sion of the broker's trade li-
cence followed an investiga-
tion. The decision was commu-
nicated to the DSE :

“There is a sion for ap-
peal to the SEC. If the decision
of the appellate board goes
against him, the temporary ban
may become a permanent one,”’
the source said.

to DSE officials,
the bourse is bound to comply
with SEC's decision and cannot
allow the ed broker to
trade on the :

“The member will not be al-
lowed to trade on the floor from
tomorrow (Wednesday) until
further notice from . a DSE
councillor said Jﬂtﬁlﬂl :

Hemayet Uddin Ahmed
could be reached for his
comment.

A source close to him
claimed that the investor had
been informed of the purchase
but did not turn up to receive the
share certificates on the ap-
Folm:d date. When the prices

ell, he refused to the
purchases and went to the SEC,
to the source.

In two such cases earlier, the

SEC only imposed monetary l

fines on brokers found guilty.

Ban on new power
connections goes

Facing severe criticism from
different ctuartcrl. the govern-
ment has lifted a restriction on
new connections of electricity,
im last month to ease the
loadshedding situation. reports
LUUNB.

Official sources said the
Prime Minister's Office (PMO)
has asked the authorities con-
cerned to withdraw the restric-
tion on new power connection

across the country.
%{} in a letter

Earlier, the
on November 9 requested the
and Mineral

Ministry of Ener
Resources to ask the agencies
new elec-

concerned to postpone
tricity connections barring
three categories from November
20.

The three categories, out of
some one dozen types of elec-
tricity subscribers, exempted
from the restriction were new
industrial units, irrigation and
government offices, the offi-
cials said.

The PMO also suggested

r

SOme measures with the
resiriction to ease the load-
shedding which often as
high as 500 megawatt, about
one-fourth of the country's total
requirement of elegtricity.

However, a potential slump
in the industry, result-
ing from the sudden control of
new power connection,
prompted the PMO to rethink
over its earlier decision aimed
at tackling the nagging power
crisis.

The PMO issued another let-
ter on December 7 announcing
that the restriction on new elec-
tricity connections has been
withdrawn with immediate ef-
fect, the officials, seeking
;znnymity. told UNB yester-

y.
"We had nothing to do with
the restriction. It was the Prime
Minister's Office who im
the restriction. And again it
was the same office who lifted
it,” said one official of the En-

ergy Ministry.

o

Polic

e dispersed Zaker Party activists dnmunltrlting

against the CHT accord in the city yesterday. —Star photo

Zaker Party supporters

clash with police: 30 hurt

By Staff Correspondent

At least 30 people were in-
ured when supporters of Zaker
o clashed with police near

Point in the ci es-
terday afternoon. 7
er Party in a press re-

lease last night, however,
claimed that one of its activists,
Moazzem Hossain, who was in-
jured in the incident later died

in hospital. .
Moazzem, g:nu'al secre
of the Party's Savar Thana t
was fatally injured in a bomb
blast. He at Enam Clinic at
Savar, the release said.
The r Party press re-

lease alleged that the trouble

when some people came
from Awami League's Banga-
bandhu Avenue office and at-
tacked a Zaker procession
when it was pr towards
the Golap Shah Mazar.

The procession was on its
way to the Bangabhaban to
submit a memorandum to the
President protesting the peace
accord on Chittagong Hill
Tracts.

Police said the trnubl:tlﬁ:g
as some processionist s

ng vehicles.
ice lobbed tear gas shells
and used batons to disperse the
processionists.

At least ten vehicles were

New 10-taka note

from tomorrow

Bangladesh Bank will issue
a new 10-take note from its
head office tomorrow on the oc-
casion of the Victory Day, says
The note will subsequently
be released from other branches
of the central bank, said a press
release yesterday.

damaged and some crackers
blasted during the clashes. Po-
lice said three persons identi-
fied as Nurul Islam, Abdul
Kader and MA Hasan were ar-

rested from the spot.

Sources at the Medical Col-
lege Hospital said that eleven

were t to the hos-
pital with stab, b and as-
sault injuries.
" They were identified as
Mosharof Hossain, 42,

Mawlana Khalilur Rahman,
40, Hazrat Ali, 42, Giasuddin,
24, Mujibor Rahman, 46,
Shafiqur 31, Babu, 16,
Mohammad Ali, 30, Abdur
Rashid, 45, Shajahan, 26 and
Shamsuddin, 40.

' When contacted, Savar
thana said a 45-year-old man,
Moazzem Hossain, died at
Enam Clinic following a road

accident at Hemayetpur in

Savar in the evening.

City BNP meets
today
of the

An
Dhaka city BNP will be held at
the party's central office at 10
am today, reports UNB.

Winter
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heralds the advent of winter.
This is noth unusual. The
winter is likely to be near nor-
mal this season. tures
may fall to 6 d in
parts of Rajshahi division,
m Kushtia and Srimangal,

PM: Vote of

From Page ]
illuminating address, she said.

The Prime Minister said the
Asian member states of the OIC
are in co su of Pres-
ident Khatami's call for the ur-
gent need of unified action for
solving the problems faced by
the member states.

Sheikh Hasina supported
President Khatami's call for
establi the OIC as a
vibrant dynamic organisa-
tion geared to confront the
challenges of the coming cen-

t ;
ur;nying rich tributes to the
leadership of the OIC Chairman
Khatami, Sheikh Hasina said.
"We have ted Iran's pos-
itive and generous contribu-
tions in strengthening the role
of the OIC since its inception.”

She thanks to the
friendly people of Iran for their
warm welcome and erous
hospitality exten to the
members.

President Hafez Al-Asad of
Syria and President, Abdou

thanks

Diouf of Senegal e on be-

half of Arab and groups
ﬂiﬁ Secretary General of the

Uni Nations m

and Secretary

Azeddine Laraki also spoke on

the occasion.

As Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina resumed her seat after
the vote of thanks, President

Mohammad Khatami,
congratulated her for the

!{hitlml lauded the Prime
Minister for her efforts for the
socio-economic development,

dallywr :lll:rlntmn and s nt’
or the empowermen
women in Bangladesh. He said
Sheikh Hasina's development
efforts have created an impact
in the countries.
The Iranian . t also
e e e
con ting t peace
and solidarity of the Muslim
Ummah and her personal
commitment to work for the

{

Shop owner

stabbed

to death

By Staff Correspondent
A m;alﬂahbedm
extortionists

on M:z,;: ﬂgd in the city's
Mhﬂlxrmun Monday night.
:d:adwﬁglidmtjﬂedu

s

manded from Motaleb.
As he refused to y them
money, the gang him in

BCL clash at

Rangamati

RANGAMATI, Dec 9: Rival
Chhatra (S-P) and Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal activists

clashed here today, leaving 25
people in and ransa

the local press club and five
houses UNB

BDR pﬂe;mnnelt;jj:rcrc de-
in town
ey b e
The clash took place
throughout the hill town after
iﬁhdu Mannan, s ti Cu:;
unit general sec
J?fl. was manhandled on -

day
Polls violence

From Page 1
police.
In Feni, at least 20 people,
including two n were
injured in polls-related clashes
at eight centres in Sonagazi
thana of the district today.

The injured were
!denuﬂel:l.j as S| Abdur Rahim
and constable Abu Bakar Sid-
dique.

Witnesses said the su -
ers of rival candidates in
clashes at the centres in
Chardarbesh, Charmajlishpur
and Matigaon unions during
the elections.

They
snatched
the centres.

exploded crackers,
boxes at one of

From Page 1
viewed law and order in the UP
constituencies.

Chaired by the CEC, the
meeting was attended by,
among others, two Election
Commissioners, of

the Election Commission,
Home Secretary,

in 21
centres out nfplomn‘ﬁﬂﬂln 175

unions were cancelled
du:tndﬂctnralm_ m

Polling centres
From Page 1

Election Commission

The




