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HE underlrn; concepts
I behind the effective

wnrhinf of Local
Government Institutions
Ba have been
out fcit in the
Amendment of the Constitution
of . ILll;y.d l:l:nfbem
stated categoric that func-
tions relating to a) Administra-
tion and of Public Officers,
b) The maintenance of Public
Order, and c¢) The preparation
and implementation of plans
relating to Public Services and

Economic t may be
entrusted with the true repre-
sentatives of the in Local
Government Institutions
whereby ensuring effective par-
ti tion by the people
uﬂldmt:d resentatives at
all levels of a stration.

The basic a h to a ra-
tional rela p between the

Local Government Institutions
(LGls) and the Central Govern-
ment should be based on prin-
cilplea of cooperation and com-
plementary. While exercis
such relationshi
should be vi

., one leve
neither as a

competitor nor as a dictator on
the other. On the other hand

the Central Government may

very well feel relieved of the ever

increasing burden of work in
view of the

Government in national and in-
ternational matters in an ever
face of the globe. In

this circumstance, there is a
t the common

the Central Gov-

2l

THAT'S IT! THIS 19 THE LAST
TREE I'M EVER GOING TO CLIMB!
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For a Democratic Local Government Structure

Local Government Institutions
will eventually have to bear Lhe
brunt of this load if we at all

intend to end up with a truly
where
participation of is
ty of

demaocratic
the
ensured and the au
I:veople‘l representatives estab-
ished over the cadre of bu-
reaucrats cr:ul;ed to
“neut implement poli-
cies down by the public
tatives at various levels

the nt. Such a con-
cept, we do admit, may seem a
bit unrealistic or even utopian
at a first in the context
of the ﬁ:‘ﬂraillng realities

this country.

However, looking at cur-
rent practices in the Local
Bodies in countries of
the world, one would conclude

that such lpfreherulonl could
possibly be the outcome of a

mental make up shaped up over
the centuries of colonial rule
when a strong cadre of civil ser-
vants was created with the
specific objective of undermin-
ing the interests of common
ple and the role of their rep-
resentatives in favour of a au-
thoritarian Central Government
where the administrative ma-
c was used as a tool for
exploitation of the common
people. It is indeed unfortunate
that virtually the same or simi-
lar practices continued over the
years even after the foreign
rulers had left the country al-
most half a cent ago. The
explanation of such an auda-
cious behaviour can only be
sought in a generally non-
democratic character of the
vernment which had ruled
ke b Yoy Il e
era except for very s.
Here one does not deny the
reality of the situation that the
LGlis, at this point in time, nei-
ther has the physical infras-

WAIT A
MINUTE...

The most effective role of the member of t;u Parliament .:::n be play

by Abdul Moyeen Khan

-

ed in respect of local level

development programmes in their capacities as local representatives best informed in local problems as

tructure and logistics nor the
ing thi S asponslbilits
5 real respons
tll:guﬂ: nngthcm p‘:hc 12t
Amendment and is very much
aware of the pains of transition
from an autocratic to a truly
democratic framework of gover-
nance. Yet one can d sion-
ately say that the sowing of the
-eet{l a truly democratic gov-
ernment has to be done and
done right now to initiate the
beginning of a meaningful LGI
in this country. We cannot in-
deed forget the fact that we are
at the juncture of a historic
transition through a mass
m&mmt tl:-f i:m;.li d:n:ncracyi
people lea o grea
nguitunmi.u Inu:lt'.-eg:g if we fal}
to exploit this opportunity o
setting right the foundations of
an appropriate local govern-
ment structure in this country,
one is not quite sure how long
we have got to wait before we
arrive at another opportunity of
such a dimension and magni-
tu'det
It is with these views in mind
that we believe in retaining the
basic structure of the LGI at the
"Union Parishad” level, keeping
the as the focal point of
all develo t activities. Such
a structure could be free from
undue pressure from the Cen-
tre, at the same time account-
able to the people at the local
level, through the establish-
ment of a " -house” in each
Union compromising elected
re tatives from each of the
uﬁea in that Union, called

the Village Body yet compromis-
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ing and complementing each
other through a second tier of
Local Government at the dis-
trict level with a mech-
anism that would ensure these
Institutions a financial author-
ity in respect designated sectors
as well as independence in re-
spect of local level taxation and
financial decision-making in
development p and fund
allocation priorities. The UP
should be required to have its

budget roved at the Village
Body shall be acceptable to this
body in order to ensure demo-

cratic process in the real sense
of the term. In this respect, it
should be mentioned explicitly
that the women in the coun
compromising half the tot
population must be involved in
the development process in the
country through active partici-
pation of their representatives
in the UP by means of direct
election.

In this approach the district
level can identified as a
Frmmmg ground for national
evel political hierarchy vis-a-vis
the urban-based intelligentsia
while at the same time the
district has been identified as a
level of administration which
can serve as a liaison between
the Central and Local Govern-
ments as well as an interface
between administration and
public representation, thus to
provide a transition from a rem-
iniscent of a colonial scheme of
administration to a people ori-
ented one. Conscﬂlgjﬂy at the
upper tier of the" Govern-

by Jim Davis

THAT PIDN'T COME

OUT RIGHT

Winners of BPS Int'l
Photography Contest '97

By Staff Correspondent

Winners of the second BPS
International Photography
Contest '97, organised by
Em}gandcah Photographic Soci-
ety (BPS), were announced yes-
terday, says a press release.

Some 235 photographers
from 22 countries, including
Bangladesh, participated in the
contest. A total of 395 black and
white, and 607 colour pho-
tographs were submitted, of

which 20 in each category were
awarded.

The winners are :
Black and white

FIAP Gold Medal - Bhaja

Gobinda Chowdhury

boob Rishad Ashraf a-
desh), FIAP Bronze Medal- Abir
Abdullah (Bangladesh), FIAP
Honourable Mention - S R
Mandal (India), Ngoc Thai
(Vietnam), and Kourosh Adim
(Iran).

BPS Gold Medal- Zehad Hos-
sain {Ba.ngladuh}, BPS Silver
Medal-Le Cuong (Vietnam) and
BPS Bronze Medal-Md Main
Uddin desh).

BPS Certificate of Merit-
Pinaki Ranjan Talukder
(India), Csonka Bela (Hungary),
Yeugeni Komarov (Ukraine).
Shafiqul Alam Kiron
(Bangladesh), Md Kamal Uddin
(Bangladesh), Zia Zahir Pallab

Dhaka and Sylhet

Light rain forecast

Light rain is likcg at a few places over Rajshahi, Khulna.
ivisions and at one or two places over

(Bangladesh), Erland Pillegaard
(Denmark), Truong Hoan
Them (Vietnam) and Khale

Sattar [Eartfladcchl.
Special Jury Award- Shahid

Sabil Sharfi (Bangladesh).

Colour

FIAP Gold Medal-Tapas
Barua (Bangladesh), FIAP Sil-
ver Medal-Lin Dung-Leung
(Ho and FIAP Bronze
Medal-Madhu Sarkar (India).

FIAP Hon. Mention-Madhu
Sarkar (India), Van Bao
(Vietnam) and Eugeni Komarov
(Ukraine).

BPS Gold Medal-Nguyen-Gia
To (Vietnam), B Silver
Hﬁ-ﬂd Irfanul Islam (B
ladesh) and BPS Bronze -
Do Quoc Khanh (Vietnam).

BPS Certificate of Merit:
Tran The Long (Vietnam), Ma-
sud Ahmed (Bangladesh),
Nguyen Dan (Vietnam), Dao
Quang Minh (Vietnam), Ng
Cuong (Vietnam), Van Bao
(Vietnam), Lin Dung-Leung

(Hong Kong), Quazi Sadique

Ataher Dhrubo (Bangladesh),
Hﬁuy:n Tat Binh (Vietnam) and
ES amminmﬁultana Munni

Special JI:l!'jl" Award-Moham-
mad Monirul Alam (Bangla-
desh).
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Barisal and Chittagong divisions in the next 12

tﬂd:{y, r UHtgg. - hours til 6 pm
et ce says slight fall in t tem ture is ed

thrc tr;tl'ul':lc;}inh'y g s e
ountry's highest temperature 30.0 degrees Celsius was

recorded at Teknaf and the 13.5 degrees at Rangamati.

The sun sets today at 5:12

pm and rises tomorrow at 6:31 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatur¢gs and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were

City /Town T ature Humidity in
Hin gclu;a percentage
ax in Morning Evening
Dhaka 250 18.0 80 ¢ HH
Chitt 28.0 28.0 80 68
Rajshahi 234 182 77 80

Suggestions
sought for

formulating law
for the disabled

Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru said it is the con-
stitutional obligation of the
government to create o rtu-
nities for the disabled gcpfmnl
so that they can live in society
with due honour and dignity,

BSS.

Addressing a seminar on
"social rights of the disabled
persons” in the ciﬂ'm yesterday
the minister said, disabled
are not always liabilities to the
society. It was seen that some
di ed persons had given ex-
traordinary services to society,

he said. e .
Regardi demands o
some dlnhln:d to formu-

late legislation for making

ml(f:ow for t.hul.':lr 21;

gestions from concerned quar-
ters to formulate such law.

The minister said. the state,
the civil society and affluent
persons should collectively
work so that the inherent tal-
ents of the disabled are effec-
tively utilised.

e minister also pleaded
for wide media publicity to
create public awareness about

the of the disabled to
effectively combat their prob-
lems.

Organised by the B a-

desh anisation for Disabled
Advancement (BODA), the
seminar was also addressed by
the president of BODA Mo-
hammad Siddiquer Rahman
and secretary M Khalilur Rah-
man.

Mahfuz Anam Editor of The
Daily Star was the chief guest

in the working session.
Nurul Islam

returns

State Minister for Religious
Affairs Moulana Mohammad
Nurul Islam returned Imt;tfﬂyeo-
terday after a 10-day cial
visit to Saudi Arabia, reports
UNB.

During his stay there. the
State Minister signed a Hajj
agreement in Riyadh with his
Saudi counterpart Dr Mah-
mood-bin Mohammad Safar.

well as the needs and requirements of the local population

ment i.e. “"Jilla Parishad"
(District Council) the district
level officers can 1:]mrticlpnte in
the District Counci
providing all necessary techni-
cal and administrative sup-

ort/assistance to the Local

istrict coordinator of all Cen-
tral Government machineries at
the district level including law
and order administration in the
district. At the initial stages of.
the crucial transition elucidated
in the previous paragraph, the
participation of the people in
the Local Government will be
ensured in various levels of
administration through the
‘mechanism described till
such time when a technically
trained cadre of local adminis-
tration serving the purposes of
the Local Government is created
E;ruuhgh the at:tj; role played

a powe permanent
Local gvcmm:nt Commission
which should be established in
the country to su se and
coordinate all LGIs in the coun-
try independent of the Local
Government Ministry con-
cerned.
Finally we would like to add

a few words on the relation-
ships between the LGIs and
other private social welfare and
NGOs within the locality of a
Union or Jilla Parishad. It is
generally viewed that exchange
of ideas and collaboration be-
tween LGIs and such organi-
sations can contribute posi-
tively to underprivileged target
groups in the regions if devel-
opment are drawn
up and coordinated in spirits of
cooperation and goodwill..

Practice

While it is still being de-

bated within the government as
well as within the bureaucratic
structure whether Local Gov-
ernments should sim be de-
centralised organs e Cen-
tral Government in an out-
stretched system of National
Government of rather a self-

Fovcmmenl in its own right, all
ogical corollaries of Articles
9.59 and 60 of the amended
Constitution should eventually
lead us towards a truly self gov-
erming institutional structure in
the local level in bed des-
ignated sectors.

A lot has been said in the
past as to what should be the
appropriate role of the public
representatives in general and
the MPs in particular in a fu-
ture infrastructure of the Local
Government in this country,
having due regard to their limi-
tations and tations out of
them in the constituencies they
represent. Here we would also

like to spell out a few realities of
the “dilemma” of one's an
MP in a country Ilike

Bangladesh.
I#c role of an MP in an un-

derdeveloped country cannot
just be the same as that of a
public representative in a de-
veloped country. The reasons
for such diverse roles would be
obvious when one contrasts the
two worlds : developed and un-
derdeveloped. However much
one like to argue that the MPs
role is that of a legislative na-
ture, the public representative
in the context of our country

B el il

Vice-chancellor of Dhaka University Prof A K d Chowdhury distributed gold medal and

nevertheless has to play a
important role in the local |
planning and devel ent pro-
cess, no matter whether he
would like to play this role or
not, in view of the "dire neces-
sities” of our people living in a
state of utter underdevelop-
ment. Thus the question isn't
really whether, rather to what
end and to what extent.

The other issue involved is
the “]great expectations” of our
people out of their public repre-
sentatives as well as the con-
ceptual ideas, political aware-
ness and the way of thinking of
the people who are the elec-
torates of the members of the
parliament. In spite of the fact
mentioned before that the pri-
mary role of the reafrenmtative
as a for "all" problems
and fall back upon him as the
"key" person who is ted to
take care of all social, eco-
nomic as well as personal
problems of "each” individual in
the cunautumcg. no matter,
whether birth, death or mar-
riage, to cite only a few practical
realities for them.

Strange it may sound
though to many in the other
parts of the world, the sup-

primary role of the M
which is no doubt legislative
turns out to be only secondary
in the eyes of the local elec-
torate com to most com-

licated of the national prob-
ems whether political or ece-
nomic. As a matter of fact, the
absence of the MP in discharg-
ing these secondary roles
very well " his "locus standi”
amongst the very conscious
voters in the constituency who
essentially and perhaps justifi-
ably believe that the MP has
been elected to reshape the
whole way of their life towards a
prosperous one, irrespective of
what his representative does in
the nation slature which is
only a distant thought for them.
As a mmﬁ:; 1?11; fact, huw:u::r
might an e to e that
he would not like to ggginumlved
in the day to day activities of
the constituency, he can't sim-

ly avoid it. e lines have

owever got to be drawn as to
what end and to what extent, as
we emphasised.

Local Level Policy
Planning vis-a-vis
Central Planning

The most effective role of the
member of the Parliament can
be played in respect of local
level development programimes
in their capacities as local rep-
resentatives as the best in-
formed person in local prob-
lems, as well as the needs and
requirements of the local u-
lation. In this respect the public
representative has to retain a
complete overview of his con-
stituency at large and the ques-
tions of equity and distribution
in the micro level has to be
taken into account as best as
could be done from the bottom-
up has well as top-down ap-

roach. The MPs will no doubt
in the best position to give
their conside opinion in the
choice of specific local level de-
velopment projects, setting up
their priorities as well as in

Sl

stipends among the recipients of Begum Rokeya Memorial Foundation Award at the
Rokeya Hall auditorium on the DU campus yesterday.

Donation of German
medical equipment

handed over

A donation of German medi-
cal equipment of three auto-
matic blood pressure checking
units has been handed over to
the Ministry of Defenice on Sat-
urday, reports UNB.

DG of Medical Services of the
Ministry Maj Gen Jalaluddin
Ahmed received the equipment
for the Cardiac Surgery Unit of
the Combined Hﬂimz Hospi-
tal from German cardiac sur-
Eun Prof Dr Doering and Dr

auskopf at the residence of
the German Ambassador.

Indonesian envoy,
MD of BSS discuss

exchange of news

Indonesian Ambassador to
Bangladesh Soetanto Soe-
mardjo yesterday visited the
headquarters of Bangladesh

Sangbad Sangstha | at Pu-
rana Paltan, reports BSS.

The ambassador held dis-
cussions with the man di-
rector and chief editor of :
M Anisuzzaman on the ways
and means for increased news
exchange between BSSfand the

national news agency of In-

* donesia, Antara.

Suchitra Sen,
Shamsur Rahman

awarded

Renowned film artist of In-
dia Suchitra Sen and noted poet
Shamsur Rahman have been
awarded the Hira Lal Sen and
Dr Dinesh Chandra Sen Award
for the year 1997, reports UNB.

The award giving ceremony
was organised ra Lal Sen
Research Centre of Manikganj
at the village Bakjuri Munshi
Bari in Manikgan| yesterday.

State Minister for Land
Rashed Mosharaf was the chief
guest at the award giving cere-
mony.

Reputed writer Shamsuzza-
man an was awarded Dr Di-
nesh Chandra Sen Award for
1994 and noted film maker and
actor Subhas Dutta for 1996,

Hira Lal Sen Research Cen-
tre introduced the Award in
1993,

Both Hira Lal Sen, a leg-
endary I']E:hrt in cine arena of
the Indo- sub-continent and
Dr Dinesh Chandra Sen, who
earned fame writing on folk-
lores of Mymensingh, were
born in Manikganj.

The grand daughter of the
Sen brothers and an education-
ist of West Bengal. Debakanna
Sen, received the award on be-
halfl of Suchitra Sen.

-

World Press Phot
show begins

tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The world's most prestigious
wntu ournalistic exhibition

orld Press Photo' begins at
the Drik Gallery in the city to-
MOIrTow.

The show will be inaugu-
rated at 5 gm and will remain
open daily till January 7, 1998

from 3 pm to 8 pm, says a press

release,

The exhibition will be
g:tintly opened by Shafik

hman, editor of the Jal Jail
Din, Mahfuz Anam, editor of
The Daily Star, DCB Den Haas,
Dutch Ambassador in Dhaka,
Bljun.dﬂ;ak;;h pruidtnén;f
Bangl tographic -
ety and Md Salahuddin,

dent of Elﬂflld!lh Photojour-

nalist Association,

budget allocation within the
framework of the total block al-
location of funds from the Cen-
tral Government, which is also
a must for ac success in
the bottom-up planning ap-
Egnach envisaged for the Ellun:

Is. Once these pulicr plan-
ning exercises are complete the
MPs could then very well forget
about the day to day implemen-
tation of the programmes and

" entrust it with the Union Level

S

ublic representatives and the
ocal level administration which
of course by all means act as
the implementation agency of
the poli Planners composed of
the public representatives
within the administrative units
concerned. This will completely
clarify the current conflict that
exists in many local levels be-
tween the public representa-

tives and the administrative
structure.

Local Level
Coordination and
National Level
Communication

The major objectives of the
role of the MPs within the
framework of the LGIs should
be those in their capacities as
coordinators and there is no
reason why this should extend
beyond the advisory level. The
mechanism for operation could
very well be in a consultative
manner where decisions in the
local bodies can be taken in the
best spirit of cooperation and
coordination. eyond the
spheres of respective local level
bodies there will be an im-
mensely responsible role that
has to played by an MP where
the questions of communication
would arise as to the resolution
of contradictions and conflicts
at intra-regional as well as inter
role of the MPs whereby they
have to act as the chain of
communication from the grass-
roots level to the highest level of
the government in the capital.
In the true perspective of the
concept of public representa-
tion in a democratic infrastruc-
ture of governments, it has to
be understood that the role of
MPs would be most vital in
maintaining these links be-
tween the le and the gov-
ernment. Besides, it has to be
borne in mind that the legisla-
tive role of the MPs in the na-
tional level would be immensely
enriched by the Sarticipatnry
process described above. No

doubt, this is an extremely im-

portant mechanism whereby

the democratic institutions can
continue to maintain their vital
links with the people. This
would also ensure, particularly
after a political party has
fogmed a government through
the process of e.x[)resaiun of the
wish of the peu%: in a general
election. that they do not get
alienated from the people which
had resulted in the disruption
of the democratic process in the
country more than once in the
past half a century.

With the above views in
mind, the MPs in the district
can be associated with the Dis-
trict Council as Advisors and
participate In the proceedings
in all matters relating to the
district except the judiciary.
This will not only allow the
District Council to formulate
regional and mid level plannin
policies and ensure proper an

_timely implementation of the

same in addition to using the
good offices of the MPs in solv-
ing inter-regional and inter
sectoral conflicts in addition to
serving as the pivotal link-pin

"between the Local Government

and the Central Government.
We would like to mention ex-
plicitly the participation of the
women MPs of the Parliament
would be most effective at this
level in view of the logistics,.
time constraints and realities of
large areas of their constituen-
cies involving several districts.
The MPs will remain involved
with the District Council onl

guring the tenure of their of-

ces.

At the thana level also the
Member/Members elected by
the voters in the respective
constituencies can act as advi-
sors to the thana Development
and Coordination Committee
and the Committee shall con-
sult with the Advisors in respect
of all matters relating to the
Thana concerned except the ju-
diciary thus ensuring the par-
ticipation of local public repre-
sentative in the planning and
development process of the lo-
cal area concerned. The thana
level Development and Coordi-
nation committee has been de-
signed to act as the interface
between the Central Govern-
ment Planning and the Local
Level Planning thus serving as
the meeting point for top-down
and bottom-up planning exer-
cises.

Postscript

The institution of Local Gov-
ernment in Bangladesh is a
very old one, although initially
it was also possibly created for
the purposes of giving a public
representative character to the
colonial regime in the sub-con-
tinent. It will now be left en-
tirely to us to decide as to what
purpose do we really intend to
use it for. If one's prime objec-
tive is just to us it again for the
purposes of perpetuating the
ends of a Central Government
by means of creating a local
power structure to serve, at
times, the unholy needs of the

overnment in collusion with
the local level administration,
the results would be obvious
and it has been demonstrated
more than once that such mo-
tives of any ruling 1::&1'1‘;¥1 fail to
realise at the end of the day.

Given the constitutional obliga-

tions, the Local Government In-
stitutions have to be truly rep-
resentative of the ple. with
real authority and accountabil-
ity with the people and not
quite with the Central Govern-
ment has to come whereby real
self governments have to set
up at the local levels and re-
sponsibility handed over to local
level political leadership to look
after areas and sectors which
have been designated to local
levels. It is in this true spirit of
peoples participation that the
public representatives can play
their desired roles in the society
and institutionalisation of
democracy which has become a
major issue for us can have its
roots in the form of our gover-
nance.

The author is a member of
parliament. This piece is based
on a lecture delivered by him at

Nuffield College. University of
Oxford recently.

ﬁ
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'‘Golden Tones'
concert ends
amidst great

enthusiasm
By Staff Correspondent

Cold weather and drizzle
could not stop city youth from
rushing to Hotel Sheraton to
join Tunisha, James and Rahul
in an exciting concert last
evening.

The concert, styled "Golden
Tones,"” was organised by the
Sandhani National Eye Dona-
tion Socic? and sponsored by
Benson Hedges.

The two-day musical show
ended yesterday amidst great
enthusiasm and a promise to
he]&::t up a modern "Eye bank”
in country.

Famous band singer James
raised the curtain with "Jaante
Cheona Ami Kemon Achhi" and
then continued with 12 other
love songs, including three
western ones.

Tunisha and Rahul came
here from India to help the
fund- amme.

The aud . most of them
in their twenties and thirties,
started dancing when Tunisha,
with her in dance group,
arrived on the stage to sing "l
will survive.” Enthusiastic lis-
teners embraced each other to
express their delighted mood.

Rahul wrapped up the won-
derful evening, leaving the mu-
sic fans in an ecstatic state.

Fair promotion
policy demanded

By Staff Correspondent

BCS [(Customs and Excise)
Association has sought the
Prime Minister's attention in
drafting a fair rrumntlnn pol-
icy in the public administra-
tion.

Otherwise, it feared, dispar-
ity in promotion policy would
frustrate officials of various
cadre services, said a press re-
lease issued by the Association
yesterday.

It also demanded with-
drawal of proposal to reserve 70
to 80 per cent posts for BCS
(Administration) cadre in case
of promotions from derutlr sec-
retary up to secretary level.

Anniversary of
Sirajuddin Hossain’s
death today

By Staff Correspondent

The 26th anniv:rsag of
death of noted journalist Sira-
juddin Hossain will be observed

today. During the fag end of the
country's Liberation War. Hos-
sain, a former news and execu-
tive editor of The Ittefaq. was
abducted by collaborators of
Pakistani forces,

He has been missing since
then,:

Sirajuddin Hossain, who
has a number of books includ-
ing 'Sun Democracy’ and 'Look
into the Mirror' in his credit,
was awarded 'Ekushey Padak'
posthumously in 1980.

In observance of his death
anniversary, separate milad
mahfils have been arranged at
the late journalist's Dhaka res-
idence and also at his village
home in Magura, says a press
release,

Death anniversary

The first an-

niversary of

the death of Z

e R Zahid,

L Yol G former mem-

T ber of the
e Bangladesh

| | Public Ser-
- v vice Com-
. mission will

be observed at the residence of

the deceased at Mohammadpur
in the city today, says a press

release.

Zahid, son of the noted phi-
lanthropist of Rajshahi, Khan
Bahadur Emaduddin Ahmed.
was the founder member of the
Mohammadpur Preparatory
Girls' High School.

Am mahfil will be held
on Friday next after Maghrib

prayers




