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What Price Co ce?

The situation in Khagrachhari is a bit tense
now. Unless effective measures are taken to defuse

it, Khagrachhari can indeed explode. An weird |

mixture of terror and protest has so pervaded Kha-
grachhari that many pro-treaty plains people and

even a number of hills people have hoisted anti- |

peace treaty black flags atop their houses — out of

sheer panic.
There hasn't been a word explaining the peace

treaty's true provisions and their benign import
from any one who could have the ear of the non-
partisan majority among the settlers. And there is
constant propaganda by interested quarters
against it at all levels — reaching a surfeit weighing
down on the perceptions of all. The situation has
been allowed to slip out of hand as if by some plan.
A flickering light of sanity has been snuffed out of
Khagrachhari by the utter failure to motivate the
people in the truths of the treaty.

The AL government has been congratulated at
home and abroad on coming to such a forward-
looking treaty ending a bloody ethnic strife that
looked uncontainable for decades. The same gov-
ernment is now paving a sure way to the undoing of
this achievement. Unbelievably. But why? Com-
placence and not BNP is responsible for the loom-
ing debacle. BNP is doing very predictably what it
sald it would do. There is nothing new in their
stand on the treaty. The AL performance, before
the treaty and after, beat all expectations and even
ordinary political norms. Before they didn't exert
to motivate the people in CHT and after they cared
even less, perhaps basking in the glow of a great job
done.

The hill treaty could indeed be the noblest of
jewels among those bedecking AL's coronet of
achievernents. But it quite forgot that for the suc-
cess of a treaty it was not enough to just sign it.
Most fatal cases of surgery kill the patient through
secondary infection at the post operative stage.

If the government above goes about stopping the
dangerous slide to renewed plains and hills con-
flict, as government ordinarily do, the situation
down there may worsen further. A very positive
campaign of political motivation must be mounted
and sustained there by not only AL but also others
who believe in the prospect of peace. AL let this be a
lesson for shunning complacence.

Custodial Deaths

The police seem reluctant to give themselves a
break. One would have thought they have lived
down the last year's slur of an Amnesty Interna-
tional mention about deaths in police custody and
started on a clean state. But no, here we are jolted a
little more severely this time around by two deaths
of under-trial prisoners in jail custody at
Naﬁ'ayanganj occurring within 48 hours of each
other.

Horrendous! Not only because it is earning us
notoriety abroad for police excesses and in a tin-
pot dictatorship or so-called police state which, by
definition and in reality, we are the farthest from,
being very much an elected democracy. But it is
also horrific because going into police custody has
become a routine matter in our chaotic environ-
ment of today; and if deaths occur in lawman's
supposedly protective arms nothing could be more
dreadful for a society. Actually the outmoded prac-
tice of extracting information through torturous
interrogation etc causes such a tra% y. The police
have to be wary of such threshold-crossing in-
stances which were basically prompted by an un-
realistic notion of power or authority which ‘is
completely out of joint with democratic system of
governance.

When public outcries follow reports alleging
deaths in police or jail custody there has been an
obvious proclivity on the of the quar-
ters to feverishly sweep tlgﬁ‘gts under the carpet to
appear in the clear. A process of clannish shiel
as in the Mahi case or of shaking off blameworthi-
ness as in other cases are matters of record.

Hopefully, this will be obviated after the
Narayanganj outrage. In fact, we would urge the
home ministry to clear the air by immediately re-
leasing a detailed and authentic version of what
happened in Narayanganj, regardless of who is at
fault. This public statement by a home ministry
spokesman ought to be a complete departure or re-
lief from the travesty of truth a departmental ver-
sion tends to be. We keep faith with the sense of
commitment of Home Minister Rafiqul Islam in
getting
ing to the two deaths in jail custody. Some fresh air
will circulate through police administration when
he does so.

Well Done, Boys

Just when things were looking little bleak
?arﬂ}r because of the presence of too many nonper-
orming old heads on the national cricket team
and p because of the overheated public expec-
tations followi
youth team has lived up to
ishing on top in the just-concluded Youth Asia Cup
meet in Hong I\imnn%.él

Bangladesh's place in the World Youth Cup--the
high profile event to be held in South Africa com-
prising nine Test playing nations and seven asso-
ciate ICC members early next year — was never in
doubt, the privilege having been ensured even be-
fore the team actually took to the field. Nonethe-
less, it was no mean achievement for the young-
sters to do justice to their high seeding in this com-
petition for the national youth teams of the ICC as-
sociate members from Asia.

Three cheers for coach Jalal Ahmed Chowdhury
and his boys. We are particularly happy that un-
like the aftermath of senior national team'’s suc-
cess, this time there were no unseemly or inci-
dents caused by overflowing emotions. Though
that was obvious yet we would like to interpret
them as signs of maturity, that we are learning to
differentiate between huzoog (adulatory flurry)
and genuine appreciation. :

us a faithful account of circumstances lead-

ICC Tmph& success the national
e expectations by fin-

e

There is a word both current and evident that -

players from youth teams rarely live up to their
romise. We want this hypothesis to be reversed.
ur national team is suffering from a serious crisis
of yo talented players. We want the majority, if
not all the members of this team, to carve niches in

the national team proper.

The PM’s Meeting with _the Secretaries
The Diagnosis is Sincere, but

- e

the Counsel Falls Short of It

What makes them nervous is that the gap between the two brands of civil servants

are so wide, so profound and so

are simply no maich for their old counterparts. ::limply

figure out that the old is gold, the new

HAT will happen after they are

Something like that had been in the air cantly moved away from command and adminis- | civillan equation. Through turbulent
for several years now, although that trative economy to market -oriented | centuries since then, there were wars amongst the
concern — for obvious -— was not policies, and the process continues. More and | nations for 60 per cent of the them
vocalised quite vividly, er:pul-mlr in public more, the private sector is vocal and | repeatedly on the brink. In the process the
discourse. But some secretaries — the hf;‘leﬂ dominant, a large number of civic organisations | soldiers, however despised could they be, were
ranking civil servants be to the ex-CSP have sprung up in almost all spheres and parts of | inevitably catapulted to the centre-stage of the
cadres — ap to have been to break the country. and increasingly the ordinary peo- | national affairs as the nation's saviour. The
that taboo. suggest that did raise ple are asking questions — often serious ones — | trend never receded. Later, with the muitipl
this issue with none less than the premier of the  about the management of state-run en ; ﬂflhrcntututhtnaﬂmalmﬂtyﬂwmrbum
coun last week while having a two-hour banking and financial sectors. The ex- offi- | political leaderships increasi turned to the
meeting with her. cers — the of the new generation | military for succour — whether in fighting
Obviously time hasn't come yet to write an civil servants — t most of their careers with- | internal terrorism, declining law and order,
obituary on the CSP saga that has been dominat- out facing any of challenges. ethnic insurgency and ecological ravages or
ing the country’'s administrative avenues for Second, as the government intensifies efforts | out relief or rescue upcratinnuaﬁurmg

decades. Given a thirty-year-long guaranteed ca-
reer, theluthatchnfu#ﬂ?os::al—hm
immediately before the country's independence
war — would be retiring year 2000. Of
course, some ex-CSPs
that — on contractual services or otherwise — but
by all means, they would be making the endan-

E

Al nobody is indispensable for any job

mywhunntheworld.n“mmmdpeoﬁlem ermnment, they will most certainly raise eyebrows
the country appears to be quite worried — if not whenever something nuwrongﬂnncmtho-c
horrified — that soon the civil servants hired days when the civil servants could sleep for
du Bmgl:duhpuhd-mﬂdhclteu% decades on the queries of audit . Moreover,
wheels of administration. What makes t the news — along with potentially priva-
nervous is that the gap between the two brands of tised media — would play a dominating
civil servants are so wide, so profound and so role in the issues of responsibility, ac-
spectacular that the W of civil ser- countability and transparency alive on na-
vants are simply no for their old counter- Mmm.

parts. It simply not need a research to though the foundations of

out that the old is gold, the new is nothing but
counterfeits.

The concern of the concerned secretaries are
therefore real — they voiced what the people in
the cnum have been silently observing for
decadeés

remain still f ., the country

that the new generations of civil servants
does not need a research to

nothing but counterfeits

Jirgl. over the years the country has

to generate greater revenues from domestic

VAT, income taxes, customs du-

ties, and others of this kind. the people will take
increasing interest in ensuring accountability of
be around even after public money. One reason for not so much con-
cern to this issue over the years was that most
people — rightly or
list very soon. try was run by

that they are also paying for running the gov-

— believed the coun-
. Now that know

is increasingly

rom autocracy, martial law or

muvlnil away

other kinds of anti-democratic systems. Parlia-
mentary elections are
tervals and chances for elected r

taking place at regular In-
resentative

the donors had long been talking leaderships at local government levels are also

u]haut in the . on the rise.
cloistered . That means,
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ke appropriate
ts

for training of
%ﬂ! fied ftlfu management
enti or future senior -
tions. Apparently, the donors were
with the of
the administrative officials immediately below
the top brass of management.
Of course, the new ations of civil ser-
vants cannot be
tion. Some of them may, of

driven
their

;
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predecessors.
The million-dollar question is, how to
the new generation

ter of decade or

generation civil
servants, In
contrast

to the ex-CSP officers, must cope with these

challenges, they
dictates of market-oriented and demncrni-

society. They must be more responsib
more accountable and more transparent than

must behave according to the

uip
vil servants for such a

brilliant like their old coun . The problem  formidable job at the tail end of the century so
is, if handwritings on the are any guide, that they can step into the 21st century with con-
most of them are not. The reason is simple — only fidence. courage and a te skills and apti
few can become bright and brilliant by virtue of  tudes? Apparently, the officers, who raised
birth, most become so by virtue of nurture, that the issue of the of their successors,
is, education and Thanks to all - also gave an answer to this to the prime
sive deterioration in the of educa in thinister. Their answer is: a t us on contrac-

. the new generations of civil servants tual basis after the expiry of regular term of em-

almost solely lacked ;
They are products of post-independence
adesh, where evidently the educational
boards had been involved rm;ltlsl:la.lnd
mm ductmttam—g- almost on a
e
tims
ers, that often drove the best and
ers out of the universities. and
manipulation of exam resuits. The

their educational trajectory involves
Service Commission.

Everybody
badly t after government have trans-
fMﬂMhmh—

tion.

Then just like adding insult to the injury, the
whichgtt;:lt e ol o M Vit o e
na more
m—uamdiumd'mmw::lmﬂt.
most civil mam Eut-ln Shance
Thl! F:lully denied access to
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with. foreign investors, donors, diplomats

global organisations. As the world becomes

smaller, countries becoming more and more in-

terdependent, this fault line alone makes the

country's new tion of civil servants more

g.::udum ill-suited for their jobs and responasi-
es.

The debacle of the new generations of civil
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Fosti such superb pe es?
i, We would Ut regtr L1830 200 gt
our strongest protest against el it e
the utter and total misman- The whole nhlmm
agement of the first South  an inguit to the visiting artists
8= mﬂ“g ﬁ'mﬁf‘- lnll-tth.ltn:uury e
' - | ' ' mwmwﬂ%-
énsure that such unfor-
nmﬁhmagmyw'gr givable mismanagements do
m“ ﬂmu'm‘ mble . not take place in country
incomprehensible reason ~ ever again. - :
thenulbcu‘!wlmoudthen-
O LY ok e schrtising ost Ruby and Farhad Ghusnaui
the Shilpakala Academy or Dha,f;‘““'“"'_‘ ﬁ"lﬂdl
elsewhere could give the correct

information about the pro-
ammes or the venues. The
ickets were not available till

unlciv the day before the events
and the fact that they would be Agriculture
ﬁlgonn.ﬂ ILI i

was known Sir, ture is the main
to a handful of people who stay and of the coun
the trouble to pursue the matter  try where 80 cent popula-
tenaciously. ﬁﬂ‘ﬁl blic uonmdirecuga t on
knew no of the fes or and 40 per cent of GDP are de-
the availability of the tickets, rived from agriculture. Almost
so that well over half the halls  entire food requirement of 120
were empty. In a country where  million people is met up from

thousands of people would be
delighted to have an opportu-

nity to see excellent artists and of new comers all
from South Asia, this lapse is nd ent -of agricul-
reprehensible. uﬂzy in modern sci-
- en is a must. But

Outstanding artists of the with the of time. the

gutnﬂpmucm: ni:l;u}tu'emloftlﬂ:: been

country has
and money. Who is responsible lgtyuuttu
lnrthhmte?ﬂhnhrem- as it is no longer
sible for depriving the public of

thou
“tiliser is given

farming community of the

at exorbitant waﬁc
poor returns for

- ‘l.ll-_tllt and hire
sy higher prices
but they

their major produces like

_paddy, jute, wheat etc., which in

most cases do not even cover the
production cost.

Itis c all over the
world particularly in agricul-
tural dominant countries where
the government either gives

on inputs or price sup-
port to the farmers topthe extent
of billions of dollars year.

But in case of our ﬂ:vor s
no such provision is there. Al-
gh some subsidy on fer-
_ but the same is
offset enhancing mill price
of fertiliser. Thus commercial
agriculture is losing it ground.
Only the marginal farmers who
work in their fields, day and
night, for raising crops are
mnkinf profit. Otherwise by
‘hiring labourers and bu in-
puts at the existing market
price culture is no mere
profitable to big 'Jotders' of
northern districts many of
whom have started to move in
the cities lea their lands ei-
ther on lease or ' system.
If the present trend is con-
tinued for years t r there
may be a t set in food
production which may bring a
disaster for country’s economy.
'So, it is the time the govern-
-ment introduces su on all
inputs and price su to
farmers for their ces.

M A Jalil
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two. The new:

Our God and soldier We alike adore,
When on the brink of ruin, not before;
The past. both alike are requited
God is and the soldier slighted.

man-made and natural disasters.

combatin
strifes with the Armed Forces, Egypt
B;’n}'gilhem to save its dwindling tourist indus

foreigners visiting
sites. The conflict r for decades in the
island of Sri Lanka has com

highest soldier-to-civilian ratio in the r
is not merel
lence. subsequently built up
to coerce the

country s tenu-
ous link with

ble. Ever since Frances Quarles, an obscure

English poet wrote these lines in the 17th

century there have been s:achan%eu in soldier-
the

THE above kind of amnesia is no more possi-

So much so that while Pakistan now thinks of
even its everescalating sectarian
plans to em-

ving military protection to the millions o
the country's archeo al

pelled the country to
beef up its Army to an extent that it can now
claim the dubious distinction of having the
egion. It
a coincidence that India. conceived
by its founding father as an abode of non-vio-
the world's fourth
largest military almost half of which is employed
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sion Army for B adesh. What do we do with
this potent force? There are, of course. detractors
who would like to summarily cut it to size calling
to total waste and un uctive in a
country like that of ours. It is an irony that the
outcry is, at um&hum than the ones, if any
?lnut numerous wastage and abuses — in-
%mmmmmmmmm
13, crore takas. The politicians us shy
away from civil — military controversy pre-
fer to leave the military at its own beyond a di-
vidmglincmarkingmhnthmuphcru.m
;:g:llitary itself remain in its seemingly au-
omous zone with a mixed feeling of neglect of
being :ﬁn:gnted from mainstream r at
times happiness at most other with its own
perks and privil . In more than quarter of a
century, the civil authority and the country's |
military stranger to each
other, although there are few frictions between

t to our interlocu-

its deflant

states and re-

glon. Japan. in
spite of being

an anti-war

o . — — of insecurity
= 4 _
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away the primacy
national level. The end of the cold war re

'soft’ component of
as the broad a
institutional fa

relegating the mili

liberals ar that economic

proved illusory. Empirically
struments still cannot com

forces in their coercive an

were debated in an
forum by our political leadership.
:g:rl of our national security

t are we all su to secure
evident, our
vacuum.
.- However,
e:pnnﬂmﬂ ume:rm;“ ours amongmd I!J"Itl!m:
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tes and su nic Jet

tanks, fri

l e have a world class Staff College and are

to have National Defence College very
many Third World countries are equi
such prestigious institutions. We have an elite

country where a success is few and
t-ry story is

Whether rationalised or not we have a 7-Dlvl‘

So far, it has been a wishful thinking to wish
the Armed Forces enjoy at the
dled
the hopes among the liberals that henceforth the
like economy, as well

of cultural, ldeobﬂtal and
would dominate the world,

to the bnckhumelf“ 'I':lle
ready replaced the military as the central
medium of power relations. The notion soon
the economic in-
te with military
deterrent effects.
Economic sanctions could not, for example,
compel the Iraqis to withdraw from Kuwait, nor

of
in

o
state
mander must be aware of this Forces

of . This again
rum, a
would not

appropriate
e are not yet
objectives :

how? As
Forces came up almost in a

armed men with full compliments of Artillery
fighters.

with

officer easily comparable to the best in
various o countries. One can be j proud
of an outfit of the quality of our mili in a

be-

acifist 2 ‘

il oo by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz 2bie to pooi its
much as 850 — = . hys =
billion annu- ?1.1 nr:]tgn]ll.:::
ally “?h:' mili- tual — to devise
tary. curve . hani
of military’s ascendancy records a meteoric rise. secure what all we need to lemt m:IT tt;}m

participation of all components of nation
sccurity. This presupposes an over arching
coordinating t::& which in advanced countries
take the form of National Security Council (NSC)
1!..|l4.ull:ymF :ethldedmhy the Chief Executive of the
coun proportional representation of
the services, relevant ministries and intelligence
organisations.

country, there are however
difficulties in setting up an NSC which is looked
uponbythelrmg:pull ans more as a conduit
for the military brass to infiltrate into the coun-

have they pushed the Serbs to a political settle-
ment in former Yugoslavia. they consider they would lose their of
Moreover, the security as debated and defined control over national matters. Even where a
today by the experts points to an ominous om- is set up, political leaders ensure that it is ren-
nlﬁttnc: of conflicts capable of %rupung any- dered i ectual,dSm':h inhibitions and difficul-
any time no r?rd geogra =~/ ties . nptwi i enlightened ]
mmﬁ i&inu y. In mht mu-rt Pigy mrlhl wou nﬂerm "lfali tﬂnderl its
current — including or be wan in lending its support.
those in Algeria, stan, Angola, Bosnia, ine'e oy - |
Burma, Burundi, Haiti, Kashmir, Liberia, Our constitution took care in making -
Rwanda, Somalia, Sudan and Sri Lanka — can-  sions for level coordination for the
not be fully explained using any previous con- Forces and contribution towards
ventional conflict model. Yet in most of these sit- nation and national securi ml:;
P m -

President of the
of the supreme commander of
. Unfortunately, this ﬂ‘ul'm
is

n the f a supreme command where it is
hmﬂmMuttnham:bﬂhm
teraction on the
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The

of such interaction is that
make his assessment
and use his charter to in-

and warn the t of the
tﬁcﬂrmedl"urm.mmmm-

and critical limitations well ahead
a structure, a fo-
which the President

platform
only interact with the services chiefs,

but also exercise his command over the Armed
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The formal signing of .Thisis a
Landmine Treat nr% the 3rd Dr M Zakir Husain mm‘m‘
December, 1997 in Ottawa, will eventually agree and follow ;
Canada, is a historic event. It is suit for such is the power of
historic because now the farm-  world opinion and wish.
ers can begin to hope, children It is also an occasion to
begin to play in many countries a tribute to the late Princess
whose fields and farms are rid- Wales Diana who
dled with mines that have al- the cause but did not to
ready taken such a heavy and witness this

ing of innocent civilians.

It is historic for yet another
reason. It clearly shows that
with partnership between gov-
ermnments, the activists in civil
societies, and the numerous na-
tional and international non-
governmental organisations, the
will of the mnjnﬂtﬁ of hu-

event, a

mankind can triumph, and do tence? The
80 in remarkably short time. It  parity in
is a unique triumph of advocacy

s pported. by Dertnes
ey, oo D i

that th tht: porti e
at three o su B
who are also the ::Ulmof
world peace and a just world
order Eltjl::“tnt:: lbﬂltlin from
ll‘nl.nf ty. But that, to
my mind, does not take the
shins out of this glory one
hopes that even these powers

tively

tragic toll in deaths and suffer- achievemnent in Ottawa
While musing over
t comes to mind.
o s e of m"""‘“‘"ﬂ.’

an
it raise hope that the
world will see other instances of
t on human develop-
ment and security issues which
continue to plague human exis-
sent
th status of people
where many still die of unnec-
essary table disease,
many still do not have access to
even essential healthcare, and
many still remain vuinerable to
disorders that effec-
- the creative energy
of millions in this world.

All of this in spite of avail-
able and affordable health
technologies well within our

Landmine Treaty: Tribute to Partnership

remarkable

event

dis-




