WC cricket

ternational Cricket Council

knockout tournament in the
United Arab Emirates next
Bnlr ICC president J han
almiya said today. reports AP.
Nine Test-playing countries
have been invited to the cham-

:}l;l H_n news dam:ﬂtrcnc: g;c e
a two day meeting
The championship will help
raise money to Lﬁ:pulaﬂu
cricket world
The tuumammt will be held
from September 26 to October 4
on a knockout basis and in-
volve one pre-quarter final,
four quarterfinals, two semifi-
.y
e ru out
the meet in

also decided st Disney-
land in the United States
because it lacks the necessary

See Page 12 Col 3

BNP, allies call
hartal in Ctg,
CHT today,

tomorrow

From Staff Correapondeﬂt

CHITTAGONG. Dec 9: BNP
and its allies have called a
dawn-to-dusk hartal in Chit-
tagong and three hill districts

row demanding cancellation of
the CHT peace accord. N

tpll:ct;““:n!f werr.d brought
ou ecC or an t
out ty agains
gporteru of BNP and Ja-
ught out separate

cminnu in the city this after-
noon to drum up su for the
hartal while Awami e or-

ganised anti-hartal procession.
The garments factories have
been exempted from

mlawufhannl BNP press re-

| UNB adds: Bangalee Gano

Parishad today brought out a

» procession in Bandar town

In nu rt of the dawn-to-dusk

in Chittagong and the

- thme hill districts tomorrow

and Thursday to protest the "so-
See Page 12 Col 3

Hartal called to
paralyse export,
import: AL

Awami League has called
upon the people to remain alert

against conspiracy hatched by
B P-Jamaat cli?mul: to create
anarchy, reports UNB.

The ::all came from a meet-
ing of the Presidium held yes-
terday at the Awami Founda-
tion office at Dhanmondi with
acting party president Amir
Huusajn Amu in the chair,

Preasing concern at the
hartal call for today and to-
morrow in Chittagong and
three hill districts, the Pre-
sidium observed that the hartal
was called to paralyse the eco-
nomic activities including ex-
port-import in the port city.

The meeting said the BNP-
Jamaat clique called the hartal
on an imaginative, false and

fabricated allegatmn against
the CHT peace treat whh:h
was widely acclaimed by the

people at home as well as the
international community.

It said that the clique was
trying to create anarchy by in-
citing confrontation between
the tribals and Bangalees in the
hill tracts.

The AL Presidium urged the
people, particularly the pro-lib-
eration litical, social and
cultural ies to remain alcrl

against the "heinous attempt” of
the BNP-Jamaat axis.

—Inside Today
Article

The PM's meeting
with the Secys

The Diagnosis is
Sincere but the
Counsel Falls
Short of It

Column: Crosscurrents

by CAF Dowlah
Page 4

Focus

For a democratic local
government structure
Page 5

International

UF won't link up with
Congress (I) to defeat
BJP in upcoming polls

Page 8

CALCUTTA. Dec 9: The In-
will hold a special World Cup

pionship in Sharjah, Dalmiya

because
it rains that time of the year. It

AGRAHAYAN 26 1404 BS.

—— SE S R A .
= . e e ——

HC rejects plea for quashment

Trial of share scam

T

cases to go ahead

By SC Correspondent

The High Court yesterday
ruled that the cases against 42
le of 15 companies and
firms accused of in-
volvement in the country's
biggest share market scandal
last year would continue for
trial. :

The trial of the sensational
share market scam cases were
on hold since June 1 fo a
reference sent by the Dh
District and Sessions Judge's
Court to the HC upon petitions
filed by three of the accused

companies.

A Division Bench of the High
Court comprising
Ebadul Hoque and Justice Mo-
amidul Haque in a
v:rdil::t rejected the reference
cases sent by the District and
m;ls-sstuns Judge, Kazi Golam Ra-

The petitions were filed b
the Shine Pukur Holdi :
Beximmco Pharmaceuticals Ltd,
and A K M Shamsuddoha of
Doha Securities, calling for
quashment of cases against

Justice Kazi

them. They claimed that those
were not properly filed by the
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC).

The SEC lodged the cases on
April 2 wit the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's
court, Dhaka nst some big-
wigs of the capital market ac-
cusing them of tailoring share
prices, sending the market into
dizzying heights leading to its
r.:ullapse in November last year.

It filed the cases following a
lengthy probe by an indepen-

dent committee after the bubble
had bust, from which the mar-
ket is yet to recover.

Warrants of arrest against
the accused were issued the
CMM after taking cognizance of -
the cases

? obtained ad-interim
bails from the HC. Later the
three companies filed three
separate criminal revision
cases with the Dhaka District
and Sessions Court.

Their counsel Serajul Huq

See Page 12 Col 1
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THE FIRST BITE OF THE wn&f R

8tadium, waiting for the drizzles to go yesterday.

—Star photo

First bite of
Winter
By Staff Correspondent

City dwellers ex rienced
the ﬁrat bite of the
t:rday
-long drizzles made the
life thc poor labourers, 3&*
gars, push-cart men and -
shaw difficult.
The drizzles, totalling 2 mm
in lhc aﬂ:r a mi
that the sun h
whole day.

Ruu fmmnmal:lrfow

Easterly
drizzles were from all
over the muntzl barring Chit-

ulnrelttutnlled 4mm

%mw2mm

The minimum temperature
on the day was 13.5 Cel-

sius in Rangamati. In city it

was 18 . The Met office
have said the drizzles may con-
tinue today. The winter will

settle down, after the drizzles.
Director of Met office Saje-

lrpur this year gener

o qunrtet crouch lt the verand h o t v

See Page 12 Col 7
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Heads of state and delegates stand as they listen to the Iranian national anthem during

the opening session of the 8th Islamic Conference in Tehran yesterday.

Vote of thanlgs. at OI_(_Z summit

Foreign forces still
active against

Islamic world: PM

TEHRAN, Dec 9: Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina today ex-
Ptrcs&cd her dismay as the Is-
amic world continues to be
victim of malevolent designs of
. vicious foreign forces, reports
BSS.

"Palestinians and Arabs re-
main victims of flaming zionist
hatred, Bosnian Muslims under
threat to Serbian attacks,
Afghans embroiled in intoler-
ant fraternal strife, Azeris
faced with Armenian aggres-
sion. and Somalians steeped in

y¥. hunger and disease,”
she said while proposing a vote
of thanks on behalf nf the
member countries of Asia at the
opening function of the OIC
summit here today.

She said the Muslim minori-
ties in many fnon-Masim
tries continue to suffer from ig-

- coun-

nominious treatment, persecu-
tion and violence. The most
ominous of all is the insidi-
ously planned conspiracies
against Islam, and the orches-
trated malicious campaign
mounted by malevolent un-Is-
lamic forces, she added.

Sheikh Hasina said the situ-
ation of some Muslim countries
has been further aggravated by
the evolving post-cold war in-
ternational economic develop-
ments. The fast paced process of
globalisation and liberalisa-
tion has marginalised the ma-
jority of the Islamic countries,
particularly the least developed
ones.

All these malaise are of pro-
found concern to the Islamic
Ummlah, and clearly reflec

See Page 12 Col 6

“nthe

—AP/UNB photo

Mannan Bhuiyan’s

denial

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan in a letter,
written in Bangla, to The Daily
Star yesterday denied that he
had any serious disagreement
wlth par%ﬂhairpcrmn Begum

a over the agitation
ummr:u announced

fyrring to a part of the
news item titled "Activities of
Communal Groups in BNP:
Khaleda, Mannan uchnngc hot
words on policy matters" in
Tuesday's issue of The Daily
Star, Bhuiyan said: "The in-
formation that I had serious
disagreement with y Chalir-
pcrmn Begum Zia over
the partj,ra recent programme |s
untrue.”

He said: "The BNP adopts all
programmes according to the
decision of the honourable
Chair rson of the party. al-

there is scope for others
tu propose any possible pro-
%{lamme Bhuiyan further said
at the Chairperson makes the
decisions fDllﬂW‘l
with leaders at di
of the party.

Claiming that the BNP fol-
lowed the said mechanism in
adopting all the party pro-

ammes so far, Bhuiyan said:

ere is, therefore, no sco
for an altercation with the
Chairperson over party pro-
gramme.”

discussions
erent layers

Left out oil giants
inviteg“ Egr talks

The Negotiation Committee
on block bidding for oil and %
exploration has invited t
companies, including oil giants
Mobil, Chevron-Texaco and To-
tal for discussions which will
continue till December 19, ac-
cording to official sources.

These companies had so far
been left out of negotiations.

The government now plans
to wrap up the negotiations for
the 12 blocks by the end of this
month, instead of the much
touted schedule of December 15,
the sources said.

Officials and petroleum ex-
perts hold their strong opinion
that the government will not be
able to sign any contract or
make any dramatic progress in
this regard. Energy Ministry
officials and negotiators how-
ever contradict this view and
believe that something can be
attained h‘}f] this month.

Meanwhile, the government
has shortlisted some compa-
nies which will be awarded few
blocks on the basis of negotia-
tions already held.

Sources said that Tullow,
three Irish com any in this ne-

tiation, woul given Block

US company T“rﬂcrn Block 7,
Dutch company Maersk Block

Ordinary people in CHT know
little about peace accord

19, Shell-Cairn Block 10 and
Block 5. Enron-Oakland Block
6 and Pangaea Block B.
Discussions will be held
with the US company Pangaea
today and with another US
company Hondo tomorrow.
¢ Mobil-Petronas joint
venture has been invited for
discussion on December 14,
Chevron-Texaco joint venture
on Dec 15, US company Union
Texas on Dec 17, US company

See Page 12 Col 5

Malaysia to deport
3000 Bangladeshis

About 3,000 Bangladeshis,
who are now in etention
Lampa in Malaysia, are facing

ga.f)onﬂ"ﬂn as they have no le-

é:;ipcrs reports UNB,
urces said the Malaysian

government is planning to de-
port about 10,000 illegal immi-
grants of different countries
working there without any
valid documents.

When contacted, State Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs Abul
Hasan Chowdhury said, "We
have not yet received any offi-
cial information about it. We're
investigating this matter.”

By Shehab Ahmed back from Khagrachhari

Details of the CHT Cce ac-
cord are yet to be known to all,
the ordinary folks from all
ethnic groups for whom it mat-
ters most in the area.

"We have heard about it.”
said Dulal Chandra Basak, a
vendor who sells nuts and
other savourys at the tribal-
dominated Swanirvar Bazar,
two km off Khagrachhari.

Evening was setting on the
valley uf Kha achharl The
high walls of Alootila, jutting
out the Lusai ra.r:ie guarding
the entrances e valley be-
inw had hirtild:n ntt._hc fading sun,

eaving a haze approac
hing

Dulal. in his forties, had
been doing a brisk business but
found time to answer our
queries. He had heard that an
accord had been reached on De-

cember 2 between the govern-
ment and the 'Shantibahini’
(the military wing of the Par-
battya Chattagram Jana Sang-
hati Samit (PCJSS). His
clients had saying so in
the bazar.

The bazar, two kilometres
off Khagrachhari, is like an

other bazar in Bangladesh, wi

the only difference that it is a
market where tribesmen and
settlers do business. trading
their goods.

It was through the word of
mouth the news about the ac-

cord had reached him. But he

had no details of it. A settler
from Rangunia in Chittagong,
Dulal Chandra Basak comes to
the bazar regularly since 1991,

selling snacks on his cart.

He lives with his wife, two
See Page 12 Col 2

Faces of ignorance: At Swanirvar Bazar in Khagrachhan,

from right are Latu Miah, Solaiman and Jamini Tripura.
— Star photo by S K Enamul Hug

From polling

centres in

Jessore

From Morshed Ali Khan

JESSORE, Dec 9: Men.
women and children swarmed

the small lane leading to
Sheikh Hati Dakhil Madrassah
centre under Noapara Union of
Sadar thana.

Young men in groups and
women In colourful sarees
made their way to the already
crowded UP polls centre.

“This is a contest between
BNP and Awami League.
Shahidul Islam Milon Iis
backed by AL and Serajul Islam
by BNP.” said a young man wel-
coming voters to his stall be-
fore they went inside the cen-
tre. He was manning the AL-
backed stall for a candidate
for chairmanship.

Inside the centre disciplined
voters formed long queues and
waited patlcnl‘ljy. very class
room of the madrassah was full
of election officials and polling
agents.

Voters complained of slow
progress as officials inside
sweated to cope with the rush.

See Page 12 Col 8

Licence of top
DSE broker

suspended

By Staff Correspondent

In the first such measure, the
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC) yesterday or-
dered temporary suspension of
the licence of a top DSE broker
who once served as head of the
bourse.

The axe came on Hemayet
Uddin Ahmed, DSE chairman
for 1986 and owner of a leading
securities consultancy firm, as
part of the current SEC drive to
clean up the system, beset with
controversies and alleged ma-
Dgulaﬂvc practices, C and

E sources said.

Coming ahead of the DSE
elections scheduled for Decem-
ber 18, the suspension was a re-
sult of a complaint lodged b
one of his clients, a former mil-
itary official who ordered pur-
chase of shares worth Tk 10
lakh in October-November
when the market was going
thro the bubble phase.

A SEC official said this was
a step as part of the regulator's
bid to protect and ensure In-
vestors rights.

The complaint was that
Ahmed had taken money from
him but bought shares on his
account. And, when demanded,
he declined to give either shares
or money to the investor.

A SEC source sald suspen-

See Page 12 Col 5

| alle
- killed school student Yunus by

high-level

80 hurt in polls-related clashes

Barricade in Bogra to

protest killing of boy

BOGRA, Dec 9: Angry vil-
lagers put up harrlcadc on the
Bogra by-pass and set fire to two
restaurants and damaged eight
shops protesting the Monday's
killing of a schoolboy in elec-
tion violence, r:rorta UNB.

Villagers of Horigari went on
rampage at Telipukur following
refusal of burying of the

their rivals of Chhilimpur area.
Protesting the incident, a
procession from Horigari

EC orders addl
forces in trouble

prone areas

By Staff Correspondent

Chiefl Election Commis-
sioner Mohammad Abu Hena
yesterday instructed the au-
thorities concerned to deploy
additional forces in the trouble-
Brune areas, where Union

arishad elections are being
held.

The instruction came at a
meeting that re-

See Page 12 Col B

jured in

reached at Telipukur at about
11 am and put up barricade on
the road, set fire to the restau-
rants and damaged the shops.

Police and fire fighters
rushed to the spot and brought
the situation and fire under
mr};ﬁul o

e agitated people with the
body Yunus also h:Fl‘d a rally at
Tinmatha crossing. However,
they put off their barricade at 4
gm and buried Yunus at

elipukur.

Meanwhile, the voting in
nine other unions in Sadar
thana held peacefully today.

At least 80 ple were in-
polls-related violence
in Dhamrai, Feni and My-
mensingh today.

At least 50 people were in-
jured in a post-election clash at
Chandalil village in Kula Union
Parishad under Dhamrai thana
today.

Police said the clash oc-
curred between the supporters
of two chairmen candidates at
the Palli polling centre in the
afternoon.

The injured were admitted to
different local clinics. Two
cases were flled with Dhamrai

See Page 12 Col 8

|

3 more under-trial
prisoners fall sick

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Dec 9:
Three more under-trial prison-
ers fell sick in the district jail
here today, mounting tension
among the inmates.

Earlier, two under-trial
prisoners fell sick in the jail
and later died at Nnra}rangﬂn
Hospital. one on Saturda
the other yesterday, The calha
triggered violence in the areas
the victims hailed from.

Jall and hospital sources
sald, Sirajul Islam, 30,
Premkumar, 22, and Monir
Hossain, 22, were rushed to

World Human
Rights Day
today

By Staff Correspondent

World Human Rights Day

will be observed in the country
as clsewhere in the world today.
The day marks the 49th an-
niversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.
Various legal and govern-
mental organisations have
taken up elaborate programmes

See Page 12 Col 5

Narayanganj General Hospital
(it is another hospital) soon af-
ter they fell ill at the jail. Later,
thﬂ{i were shifted to Dhaka
cal College Hospital.
Hcanwhll: agltatcd people
set fire to several grocery shfrrﬁa
in Kashipur area last e
shops included one uwnecl by
Sufia Begum, who filed a
cheating case against Joynal
Abedin, an under-trial prisoner
who died at hospital yrstl:rda
Sufia and her ?ativra have
serted their houses in Kaahlpur
The agitated people of Ka-
shipur also held a ut:st rally
at the local Eidgah Maidan this
afternoon, lccunlng police of
'killing' Juynal. Local UP Ch-
alrman Dayeemuddin Ahmed

and his redecessor Sha-
halti'ruddln med addressed the
rally.

In a related development, po-
lice arrested another person,
Ismail Hossain, In connection
with the attacks on Sonargaon
thana complex following the
death of under-trial prisoner
Mazharul Islam Tuhin on Sat-
urday, raising the number of
arrests in connection with the
altacks to 65,

The situation at Sonargaon
has now returned to norm

Sanskritik Jote
begins ’Bijoy
Utsab’ Dec 13

By Staff Correspondent

A four-day 'Bijoy Utsab' or-
ganised by the Sammilito San-
skritik Jote in observance of
the Victory Day. 1997 will begin
in the city on December 13.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is expected to inaugu-
rate the programmes at 3:30 pm
at the central Shaheed Minar
on the day, according to a press
release,

The slogan of the pro-
%ammt this year is "Ekattorer

Fz;}gﬂ Ganthu Chhoriye Dao
r Praney.

Ramendu Mnjumder presi-
dent of the Jote, will preside
over the opening ceremon
while State Minister for Cul-

See Page 12 Col 1
Police allegedly
dismantle

JASAS pandal

Jatiyatabadi Samajik
Sangskritik Sangstha (JASAS)

. may not be able to begin its "Bi-

joy Mela” today due to alleged
olice intervention, reports

JASAS, the cultural wing of
main ﬂlzgmsitinn BNP, had
completed all preparations to
organise the weeklong victory
festival from today at the "Sa-
tayu Angan” in the Ramna
Park.

BNFP leaders alleged that
Ramna thana police yesterday

everling dismantled the pandal
erected for the festival with
necess rmission from the

Public Works Department.

At a press briefing at the
party central office, BNP Secre-
tary General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan strongly protested the
police intervention, 'denying

See Page 12 Col 4

Tk 1022.06 cr govt
loan repaid to BB

The government has repaid a
loan of Taka 1022.06 crore to
the Bangladesh Bank during
July and October, reports BSS.

om October 20 to October
30 the government has repaid
an amount of Taka 307.05 crore
and did not take any fresh loan
during this period, a BB press
release said yesterday.

The press release said that
attention of the BB has been
drawn to a news item published
in a section of newspapers yes-
terday that in the last 10 days of
October the government h
taken Taka 76 crore as loa
from the BB. But the govern-

ment did not take any loan in
the last 10 days of Octo

A bank director’s

clarification

By Staff Correspondent

A Director of the Puball
Bank, Shafi A Choudhury
whose name appeared on the
list of defaulting directors in a
clarification yesterday. said he
had never taken any loan either
from Bangladesh Shilpa Bank
(BSB) or Bangladesh Krishi
Bank (BKB).

However, The Daily Star's
story on 35 defaulting di-
rectors was based on a
Hunilndeah Bank report in

his name appeared.



