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UF prepares to fight
polls as single entity

NEW DELHI, Dec 8: India's 15
United Front, whose mi-
nority government fell late last
month when the Congress Party
withdrew its support, prepared
today to fight the spring elec-
tion as a single entity, reports
Reuter.

The fractious coalition
banding Communists, free-
marketeers and regional groups
WAS Seen as itioning itself
between the Congress and the
Hindi nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) as the third
alternative for a sullen elec-
torate.

"We are determined to fight
our way back as a United Front
and with a majority of our
own,"” said A B Bardhan, general

secreta of the Communist
Party of India's a coalition
member.

The United Front was

formed after the 1996 national
elections failed to give a major-
ity to either the centrist
Co or the rightist BJP in
the 5-seat Lok Sabha, the
lower house of parliament.

~ "But this time we will cam-

paign as one, after all we have a

government, we have to ask the

people to give us a chance to
overn the country again,”
ardhan said.

Front leaders were scheduled
to meet at 4:30 l:)m (1100 GMT)
today to finalise campaign
plans.

“The United Front is a func-
uunngf imup for the first time,"
said Mahesh Ra.ni'ara an, a po-
litical expert at the Centre for
Political Studies.

Congress toppled the Untied
Front on November 28 after it

refused to drop a regional party
named by an lndcpuﬁmwvbc
for-

into the assassination
mer premier and popular
Cm;‘grm leader Rajib Gandhi.
o party was subsequently
able to cobble together a new
coalition with majority support
in parliament forcing the call-
ing of new elections early next
year. The dates are to be an-
nounced in January.

But political parties already
have begun mapping strategies
for the election, Co and
the BJP were looking for allies

over the week-end.

"Political leaders have made
a mockery of the people's ver-
dict, even before we have had a
chance to deliver the goods to
our constituency, another elec-
tion has been forced,” said
Bhkta Charan Das a lawmaker
who campaigned against early
polls.

Analysts have predicted the
election still will not give India
political stability.

"l do not foresee any party or
group of parties getting a c

ty, we are into an era of
coalitions and alliances.,” said
Rangarajan.

Some United Front members
were the door open to a
limited electoral alliance with
Congress to keep out the Hindu
nationalists.

The BJP is perceived by ri-
vals to be biased against India's
Muslim minority.

"We welcome a fight between
the BJP on one side and the rest
on the other. This presidents a
clear choice before the country,”
sald BJP general secretary
Venkaiah Naidu.

International

The wife, centre, and mother, bottom left, of Lt Col Nilan-

tha Sirimanne weep Sunday as his remains are cremated
according to Buddhist custom. Sirimanne was killed when
the Sri Lankan military and Tamil Tiger rebels clashed in
northern Sri Lanka Thursday. The Tamil rebels claimed
300 soldiers were killed in the battle, 111 bodies were

handed over to the ICRC.

— AP/UNB photo
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safe haven for Tigers as
govt fails to mend ties'

L-rf:k?mnﬂﬂ‘ Dec 8: Sri
8 opposition today
said the government had failed
to improve relations with India
which it warned could again be-
come a safe haven for Tamil
separatists, reports AFP.

The opposition United Na-
tional Party (UNP) legislators
accused President Chandrika
Kumaratunga's government of
keeping India's new High
Commissioner (ambassador)
designate waiting since Novem-
ber 24 to present his creden-
tials.

The former junior foreign
minister, John Amaratunga,
told Parliament that there was
a danger that the southern In-
dian state of Tamil Nadu, home
to more than 55 million ethnic
Tamils, could provide safe
haven to Sri Lankan Tamil
rebels.

Amaratunga said keeping
ambassador designate, Shijv-
ashankar Menon, wai could
be seen as a reaction to the wel-
come to op tion leader
Ranil Ickremc::jghc during

his recent | visit.
"We do rrﬁalt"t(.rww whether
this important High Commis-

sioner is treated like this and
deliberately delayed just to
spite the Indian government for
giving red carpet treatment to
our leader,” Amarat said.

Junior Foreign inister
Lakshman Kiriella said that
Wickremesinghe, a former
prime minister, was also ex-
tended all courtesies by the Sri
Lankan mission in Delhi be-
cause he held the rank of a Cab-
inet minister.

The opposition urged the
government to s en the
country's diplomatic missions
in India to counter the threat
from the separatists Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
especi in Tamil Nadu.

The South Indian state is
known to have provided mate-
rial and moral support to the
LTTE and several other Tamil
militant groups in the mid

l%
Lanka's LTTE was at the
tre of a crisis in In-
4 in which Prime Minister
Inder Kumar Gujral was re-
signed after failing to ditch a
coalition partner allegedly
linked with the murder of for-
mer prime minister Rajiv

“
'India may again become |

Over 20m Africans
don't know they

PYEADS Yirus

8: Most of the more than 20 mil-
lion people in sub-Saharan
Alfrica who carry the virus that
causes AIDS don't even know
they have it, an expert on the
disease told an international
conference Sunday, reports AP.

“The situation in this region
is unprecedented.” said Dr. Pe-
ter Piot, executive director of
the Joint United Nations Pro-
gramme on HIV/AIDS, or UN-
AIDS. Piot was addre the
o session of the 10th In-
ternational Conference on
AIDS and Sexually Transmit-
ted diseases in Africa. a five-
day ﬁathr:ri bringing together
hundreds of researchers who
will discuss methods for stem-
ming the disease's spread on the
continent.

French President Jacques
Chirac, also addressing the
%nu . noted the heavy toll that

DS has taken in Africa.

"The evil struck your land of
Africa earlier and more rapid
than the rest of the world,
wreaking death and destruction
far more devastatingly,” he
said.

A UNAIDS report released
two weeks ago estimated 30.6
million have HIV or AIDS
across the world, two-thirds of

{ them in sub-Saharan Africa.

US sees possibility of a
BJP-led govt in India

WASHINGTON,. Dec 8: The
United States has been prepar-
ing to deal with a Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) government
in India as it feels that the party
could come to power after next
{car‘s elections, according to
ndia Abroad News Service.

A senior Clinton adminis-
tration official told IANS: "We
are aware that there's a ve
real possibility that the BJ
could come to power” at the elec-
tion set for early next year.

"We have disputes among
ourselves actually as to what a
BJP government would mean,”
the official said, "not so much
in terms of economic policy,
which we hope would continue,
but real disagreement amon
ourselves about what it woul
mean in terms of its attitude
toward maintaining a dialogue
with Pakistan.”

“This is the foreign policy
fallout we are most concerned
with,” the official said.

According to background
interviews with senior admin-
istration officials in both the
State Department and the Na-
tional Security Council, this
- preparation had taken on a new
urgency in the past few months
as the United Front coalition

government hobbled from one
crisis to another and finally
fell to the machinations of the
Congress Party.

In the South Asian division
of the State Department Bureau
of Intelligence and Research as
well as in the Policy Planni
Council there has been muc
brainstorming and discussion
as well as circulation of policy
briefs about what the advent of
a BJP or BJP-led government in
New Delhi could envisage.

The South Asia division is
headed by Walter Anderson, co-
author of the book "Brother-
hood of Saffron.” who is con-
sidered an authority on the
S-JP. alng EIE Polic CF"Ia:’u'ming

ouncil by Gregory B.Craig,

These discussions h:vjﬁ also
extended to the White House
National Security Council
South Asia division headed by
Bruce Reidel and apparently
what concerns Washi n the
most is how the BJP will deal
with Pakistan - whether it will
continue with the Gujral Doc-
trine of seeking a rapproche-
ment with Islamabad or be hos-

tile to it. —
The offi
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72 Chinese detained in J

coast guard stopped a fishing boat off Japan's sou

aIl. The

west coast

and arrested 72 Chinese suspected of trying to enter the couritry
illegally, maritime officials said Monday, AP reports from

Tokyo.

The boat was stu_}:v'ed Sunday night off Amami-Oshima,

1,300 kilometres |(

0 miles) southwest of Tokyo, said
Shinichiro Yanagida of the Maritime Safety Agency.

€ OCCcu-

pants of the boat — 61 men and 11 women — were arrested Mon-

day on suspicion of .viulatinﬁ

any passports or maritime i

immigration law by not carrying
entification.

Alr crash leaves 4 dead in Canada; o

small Cessna airplanes, each carrying two people, collided

some 70 metres (231 feet ) above an

airport outside Montreal

Sunday, kﬂlll’LF all four on board, local police said, AFP reports
a

from Montreal. :

The accident occurred as the two aircraft prepared to land at
Mascouche airport, 30 kilometres (19 miles) northeast of here
around 2:30 pm (1930 GMT).

Former Labour MP Lord W‘yatti’lies:

Woodrow Wyatt, maverick lawmaker for the le

-wing Labour

Party who championed Margaret Thatcher's conservative re-
forms as a newspaper columnist in the 1980s, died on Sunday,
his family said. Lord Wyatt was 79, AP says from London.

Wyatt died in hospital after earlier suffering a burst stomach
artery at his home in northwest London.

3skgrdivefysdkﬂledover80uﬂ1Pale:m

first attempt to s

ive at the South Pole ended in tr

edy Sun-

day as three jumpers plunged to their deaths when their
parachutes fadiled to open, AP says from Sydney.

They were amon
Adventure Network

six skydivers on the jump organised by
nternational, a

private company that has

been flying tourists to the South Pole since 1988.

Minister Raja Zafarul Haq

to discuss new aid.

ners, "if it must play to the right
wing, the right end of the politi-
cal spectrum, the nationalistic
one, it will be very difficult for
it to maintain the dialogue and
tv make concessions to try and
resolve some of the longstand-
ing problems with Pakistan.”
Another official, concurrin

with these views, said as far aE
India-U.S. relations are con-
cerned, "1 think we are less con-
cerned. We believe that basic
changes have taken place in
Indian public opinion, that

there is a fairly broad ee-
ment on im Indo-U.S. re-
lations and on the benefits of

liberalisation if it's done cor-

m:u&"
"Of course, since there is so
much support within the busi-
ness community for continuing
reforms, which will be the cata-
lyst for further improved Indo-
U.S. relations, we are not really
concerned about there being
any reversal on this score.” the
official told India Abroad News
Service.

However, "we would like to
see continued movement of the
Indo-Pak dialogue and of course

that means tr 4b resolve the:
Kashmir problem.” theofficial

emphasised.

Chirac appeals for global
effort to combat AIDS

ABIDJAN. Dec 8: French
President Jacques Chirac ap-
pealed Sunday for a "Global co-
ordinated effort” to combat the
courage of AIDS at an interna-
tional conference on the disease
in Africa, reports AFP.

Speaking at the opening cer-
emony of the 10th Interna-
tional Conference on AIDS and
Sexually Transmitted Disease
in Africa (CISMA), Chirac
called for France's . NO-
tably Europeans, to urgently
create a fund of therapeutic
solidarity.

He denounced the risk of a "two
speed epidemic” whereby the
spread of AIDS is slowing in

northern countries but led
in the south by problems of pre-
vention and the cost of health-

care.
“We don't have the right to
fight the epidemic on two
fronts,” he said, arguing that it
was unacceptable to concen-
trate on providing expensive
drugs to treat the sick in the
rich north but limit action in
Lthe south to prevention.

Some 1,300 speeches will be
presented between today and
tomorrow to the conference
held under the theme of AIDS
and dmk(:)]agmnt and to which

PO ivid China P YoF Nl

President of the African nets

work of people living with HIV
called for a minute’s silence in
honour of the victims of the
pandemic. He deplored the os-
tracisation and stigma suffered
by carriers of the virus In
Africa.

Pierre m' Pele, a Congolese
professor and President of the
African Society against AIDS
called on delegates to "act to
prevent and relieve Africa’s
pain.’ because, he said AIDS is:
A disease of poverty and exclu-
sion and Is eating away at the
foundations of our society.”

Luc Montagner, the profes-
sor who discovered the HIV
virus, speaking on behalf of
UNESC Director Federco
Mayor, said AIDS "will be con-
q;.lu:_*.rrd everywhere or not at
all.

Several ple with the HIV
virus in the conference hall
displayed placards bca.rinq_ slo-
gans such as "silence kills" and
Africa: 90 per cent of (all the
world's) people with AIDS, zero
per cent of the treatment.”

AIDS is spreading in Africa
faster than anywhere else in the
world.

Two-thirds of the world's 30
million ple infected with the
HIV virus live in Sub-Saharan
Africa, where more than seven

Live.

Commission formed
to analyse factors
causing sectarian

unrest in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Dec 8: The
government has formed a
commission to analyse factors
contributing to growth of Mus-
lim sectarianism in Pakistan
and initiate remedial steps, a
minister was quoted today as
sa . rts AFP.

Headed by Religious A.Hat.ihrs
. the
commission will bring together
scholars from different schools
of ous thought on one plat-
form, Interior Minister Shjuaat
Hussain told the officials APP

news agency.
Red Cross from
both Koreas to
resume talks
on food aid

SEOUL, Dec 8: South Korea's

. Red “ross proposed to its North

Korean crounterpart Monday
that they meet in Beijing on De-
cember 22 to discuss additional
food aid to the famine-stricken
North, reports AP.

| *glhc t?n::-uth Korean Red Cross
made the proposal in response
to a North Korean suggestion in
November that both sides meet
in Beijing "as soon as possible”

Pupe John Paul
Church, in the outskirts of Rome, Sunday.

II touches a woman during his ‘visit at the 8t. Domenico Savio Parish |

— AP/UNB photo

‘Cambodia had to ensure
return of all politicians
to get US electoral aid’

PHNOM PENH, Dec 8: Senior
US human rights official John
Shattuck today Cambodia
had to ensure the safe return of
all politicians, inclu ousted
co-premier Prince Norodom
Ranariddh, to qualify for US
electoral aid next year, reports
Reuters.

Shattuck, the Assistant Sec-
retary of State for democracy,
human rights and labour, said
he has also told the government
it must improve the security
climate, punish human rights

violators and implement a-

ceasefire to help guarantee free
and fair elections.

"Our position — and we ex-
pressed it very clearly to all I
met — is that all political lead-
ers should be able to come back
and participate in this election,
and that cerlainly includes
Prince Ranariddh,” Shattuck
told reporters at the end of his
three-day trip to Phnom Penh.

He said he had delivered that
message to co- er Hun Sen,
who deposed mddh on July
6. as well as King Norodom Si-
hanouk and other senior gov-
ernment officials.

Shattuck declined to comr
ment on the amount of US elec-

toral aid at stake, but said: "We
hope we can get to a point where
some additional assistance
could be provided to the elec-
toral process.”

The US government would
not lift its ban on direct assis-
tance to the Cambodian gov-
ernment, he said.

The United States
all aid except for humanitarian
and dcmncracy-huildtn%npru-
grammes in Cambodia the
wake of Hun Sen's coup and has
been pressuring his government
to hold free elections next year.

- 'Khmers must stay out

of politics'

AP adds: With Cambodian
elections less than six months
away, visi US diplomat said
Monday that leaders of the rad-
ical Marxist Khmer Rouge must
be barred from politics.

"l urged leaders of all
not to allow a political role for

ast or present senior Khmer
uge leaders,” Shattuck said.

During his two-day visit,
Shattuck met with Second
Prime Minister Hun Sen, co-
Interior Minister Sar Kheng
and Chea Sim, president of the
National Assembly.

eent of . the g&dﬂuuu ed
ween 16 and a.rtHI!u’;EJd

Vice President Al Gore, centre, chats with Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto,

ol

right, as Japanese Foreign Minister Keizo Ouchi looks on prior to their, talks in Kyoto,

western Japan, Monday. The leaders are to deliver a speech at the United

Gore offers 'flexibility’ to
fight global warming

KYOTO, Japan, Dec 8: Vice
President Al re, faced with
European demands for more,
offered new US “flexibility”

Monday on cut back gas
emissions tied to global warm-
ing, reports AP.

But Gore, the 150-

nation climate negotiations,
said the United States would
Egt“ "promise what we cannot
The vice president's re-
ﬂrks. nﬂntu;'mthé set a con-
atory tone for re
two days of the talks. g
After consulting by tele-
phone with President Clinton
early Monday, Gore said, "I
have instructed our delegation
to show increased negotiating

flexibility” — as long as basic
principles of the US position
are rved

prese :
In his public address, how-
ever, he offered no detailed
changes in the US p ;
Gore reminded delegates Ky-
oto is only a first step in pro-
tecting the atmosphere. "If we
get off to the right start here, we
can quickly build momentum
as we learn together how to
meet this challenge,” he said.
European governments, en-

vironmentalists and others had

been lmk;:ég for a more ambi-
tious US offer on reducing car-
bon dioxide and other -
house gases. “The United States
can do much more,” said Ritt
Bjerregaard, the European

nion environmental com-
missioner.

Japan's Prime Minister -
taro Hashimoto,
to the podium, said only E'l'ligh-
level political decisiveness”
will produce "an agreement
which can be han down to

future tions with pride.”
Dlﬂ‘gmnrmm between Europe

and America over cutback tar-
gets stood as a obstacle to
completion of the Kyoto Proto-
col, an unprl:ccgﬁjted global
agreement to control energy use

in the 21st century.
"~ Gore and the environment
ministers of scores of other
countries address the historic
B S0 DRc ek iy toward

as pace u

a Wednesday mgiduﬂm;:

The US vice president, on a
lightning one-day visit to the
s, landed in Japan before
dawn Monday and headed to a
breakfast with the US
tion to discuss the state of

* the negotiations. Afterward, he

ations Frame-
" '— AP/UNB photo.

L]
said he hoped in Kyoto "to gen-
erate some momentum for suc-
cessful resolution.”
Behind the scenes in the

complex, highly technical
talks, tiators were joggling
a bagful of adjustable features —

timetables, reduction levels, the

to be covered — in an ef-
ort to find a US-European
compromise.

"The differences are not
enormous. They're capable of
being overcome in the next few

dac{::." said US Sen. Joseph
Lieberman, an observer at the
talks.

But the Connecticut Demo-
crat was less optimistic about
another dispute, the US effort to
win concessions from develop-
ing nations on emission reduc-
tions, a feature the Senate de-
mands for eventual ratification
in Washington.

The lﬂvdayormlﬂm wraps
up two n?d.laﬁnns to
utrengtmhc 1992 Climate
Change Treaty, by setting
legally binding limits on 34 in-
dustrial nations' emissions of
carbon dioxide and other
Ertcnhuusc gases, mostly

yproducts fossil fuel burning,
that tap heat in the atmosphere.

/| US may use N-arms if attacked with

biological weapons : Clinton

WASHINGTON, Dec 8: Tumn-
ing US nuclear policy toward an
emerging threat, President Bill
Clinton has decided the United
States will consider using nu-
clear weapons against attackers
who hit rican forces with
chemical or  Dbiological
weapons, report AP,

e policy, made explicit in
a classified presidential direc-
tive, marks the administra-
tion's first instruction to the
Pentagon shaping a nuclear
strategy against the increas-
ingly worrisome possibility
that nations such as Iraq might
turn chemical or biological ar-
senals against US :

A senior Clinton adminis-
tration adviser said Sunday the
policy conforms with two
decades of White House state-
ments on the possible "first use"
of nuclear weapons. But it adds

presidential weight to the
emer concern about 'r
states" that has replaced the

nuclear terror of the Cold War.
Approved last month by
Clinton, Principal elements of
the "Presidential Decision Di-
rective,” or PDD, were re
Sunday by The Washington
Post. In many respects, the di-
rective follows long-standing

policy on nuclear weapons, in-
cluding continued support for
the nuclear triad — gombcra.
land-based missiles and missile
submarines — and basic re-
liance on nuclear weapons as a
mainstay of national security.

The document breaks new
ground by abandoning the con-
cept that the United States
should plan for a protracted
nuclear war that it could "win"
and by allowing nuclear tar-
geters to the list of po-
tential targets that could be
struck in China in the unlikely
event of war with that nation.

"We felt that the concept of

rotracted nuclear war never
ad a great deal of credibility,”
Robert Bell, a senior member of
Clinton's National Security
Council staff, said Sunday in
response to reporters’ ques-
tions. Such a sibility was
outlined in a 1981 Reagan ad-
ministration directive. "There
was an anomaly,” Bell said:
"The president's owrl guidance
to the Strategic Command ...
was unrealisable.”

Senior military officers
have been warning that arms
reduction agreements no longer
make such a conflict even fea-

sible, let alone winnable. As a

result, Clinton ordered his re-
assessment last February.

Worries about all-out nu-
clear war have been replaced by
concerns that an adversary
such as Iraq might use chemical
or biological weapons nst
US forces. As a result, Bell said,
the presidential directive dis-
cusses in far ter detail than
in past directives responses the
United States should have
available.

'Thc{ FDE; requires a wide
range of nuclear retalia -
tions, from a limited stﬂtﬁ?u?g
more gencral nuclear ex-
change,” Bell said.

President Jimmy Carter said
in 1978 the United States would
not use nuclear weapons

st non-nuclear states un-
less those states fought in con-
cert with a nuclear or de-
fied the nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty. Iraq's su ted de-
flance of the NPT allowed Pres-
ident George Bush's administra-
tion to threaten Saddam Hus-
sein with massive retaliation if
the Iraqi president ordered
chemical or biological weapons
in the Gulf War.

“That was something that
many took to be a clear
nuclear threat,” Bell said

In April 1993, early in Clin-
ton's presidency. the Joint
Chiefs of Staff issued a docu-
ment called JP-3-12, "Joint
Doctrine for Nuclear Opera-
tions," which described the use
of nuclear weapons in response
to attacks involving "weapons
of mass destruction,” which
could include chemical or bio-

cal wea . The document
is available on a Web site main-
tained by the Federation of
An'mu:_-lu?nn Scientists, an arms
con advoca .

US nuclear cycapa%ﬁitu must
confront an enemy with risks
of unacceptable da and
disproportionate loss should
the enemy choose to introduce
(weapons of mass destruction)
in a conflict.” the 1993 doctrine

stated.
In 1995, the United States —

with Britain. China. Rus-
sia and France, the other ma
nuclear — reiterated 1
Carter administration's pledge
against nuclear strikes on non-
nuclear countries. The

retained | holes that cou
allow the nited States to
strike back.

"We needed to be very clear in

what we were instructing.” Bell
said.

Shipley takes
over as NZ’s
first woman PM

WELLINGTON, New Zealand,
Dec 8: The nation that first gave
women the right to vote got its
first woman prime minister on
Monday, when Jenny Shipley
took over the top position

the h:ﬁ:mﬂng Jim Bolger, re-
ports AP.

Shipley ousted Bolger in a
Nationals Party coup a month
ago. Bolger eed to stand
down when it ame clear he
would lose a planned leadership

challenge.

Shipley named a revamped
Cabinet last Friday, promoting
a group of economic hard liners
to key posts, including the
health, welfare, education and
commerce ministries.

Governor-General  Sir
Michael Hardie Boys, the
British Queen's representative
in this Commonwealth nation,
signed Shipley's warrant of of-
fice in a short ceremony at
Government House Monday

Sir Michael said the acces-
sion of its first woman prime
minister was a special occasion
for the country New Zealand
became the first self-governing
nation in the world where
women had the right to vote af-
ter Parliament E.”d the Elec-
toral Bill in 1893, according to
official pariiamentary record



