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CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

Taka closes
stronger

against dollar

The Taka closed stro
against the US cu in
inter-bank trading here mter-
day, dealers said, reports BSS

They said the banks quuted
Taka 45 2900/45.3200 yester-

day against last week's closing
of a 45.3350/45.3400 per
dollar.

One dealer at a foreign bank
said there was virtually no
trading on Sunday because of
the opposition-led strike which
disrupted the communication
across the country.

He said the demand for dol-
lar was lower owing to the less
import bills.

e dealer said the call
money rate closed higher at 10
to 15 per cent ainst last
week's closing It to 11 per
cent.

The call money rate has in-
-:n:ued as the banks, particu-

the state-owned banks,

cleared government pay-
m:ntu and treasury bill pay-
ments.

The dealers said the excess

A

Kibria, Manju and others find regional road to prosperity

Finance minister SAMS
Kibria has said the Asian
Highway and the railway pre-
sent untap nppurturuucl for
Bangladesh from cnr;u border

goods

“These road links will
profound impact on our econ-
omy, the wniv we think about
ourselves our neighbours,”

Kibria told an international
seminar yesterday. “In fact, a
revolutionary change is taking
place as local and ten-
sions in southeast Asian coun-
tries and as the Indo-China re-
gion is vanishing npemng up
new vista of cooperation

The minister made upming

remarks at the seminar on the
Benefits of Accession to Inter-
national Conventions of Land
Transport Facilitation for

_Countries of the SAARC Sub-

held at a local hotel. It

‘'was organised nJ{:ﬁIEchr the

rmment a onomic
and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (UN-ES-
CAP).
To make border crossing
easier and hassle free, the three
main elements concerned at the

border points -- transport, cus-
toms and { ation -- must
be modernised. said.

Communication Minister
Anwar Hossain Manju warned

Star Business Report

that once Bangladesh becomes

of the in ted road sys-
tem of the subcontinent, distur-
bances like hartal would dis-
rupt the traffic system of the

whole region.

“This is why we have to
overcome our old habits and
meet the challenges to imple-

ment the anagu with the
countries of Asia.” he said.

Prof Rehman Sobhan, an-
other speaker, said intercon-
nection between regions was
nol an issue of controversy and
pointed out that the links be-
tween the European countries
had taken place as a normal

Tofael opens DCCEGTZ fair

process of economic interac-
tion.

He said there were efforts
like establishing the Grand
Trunk Road much before the

mnntt of Asian Highway to es-
tablish connection among the

countries in the region.

ga&e pomut?n l:rhm it sits
centre of a arteric
links, he said. i

Sobhan said through Ban-

adesh other nations would be

inked with the central Asia,
west Asia and southeast Asia.

[ eather 1dentified as thrust sector

He pointed out that while
Bangladesh was ndering
upon the Asian . the
Sone far ahead in s regard.

one far ahead in this _
m has set up a hm-l}f
connec with northeast In-
dia th M , India is
in to link its north-east-
ern part with Myanmar, China
is building and rail links
with Myanmar and India, the

essor said.

“Now, we are also given a
unique opportunity to integrate
with the east and southeast
Asian dynamism.” he said.
“This whole effort is contribut-
ing to the globalisatian pro-

Modernise transport, customs, immigration

-

Cess.

secretary of ESCAP, spe
on the occasion said the provi-
sion of proper facilitation mea-
sures in the SAARC region ap-
peared to be crucial for the

velopment of international and
trade and tourism

bilateral
among its members.
He also said that the return

of peace, rapid economic growth

in the ESCAP region and the

of intrare-
STt

and tourism had resulted in in-

demand for efficient

Adrianus Mooy, executive
aking

l Jute production

rises to 10-yr

high

Nearly 65 lakh bales of jute
were produced during the cur-
rent season in Bangladesh, the
highest in the last ten years, re-
ports BSS.

The government has taken
up measures to buy more raw
jute from the growers this year
with a view to encouraging in-
creased production of jute in the
country, a press release of the
Jatiya Sangsad secretariate
said here yesterday.

It was informed at the first
meeting oft he Jatiya Sangsad
standing committee on jute
held at the Sangsad Bhaban
with its Chairman Md Shamsul

H‘ﬂ m discussion took

ce on the activities of the
inistry of Jute and the de-
partments and or tions
under it at the The ex-
isting situation in jute
tion and mrh:ﬁtﬁj ums
%utc c:purt SO came up
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