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Protectors Turn Poachers

We welcome the tightening of the noose around
the loan defaulting thirty-five bank directors who
had taken loans from banks other their own. The
total amount involved is a whopping Tk 96 crore.
They are on notice served by the lending banks to
repay the outstanding amount in two months’
time. Their failure to do will attract the stipulation
of clause 17 of the amended Bank Company Act
whereby they are to lose the directorship of their

own banks.

Some directors being defaulters in their own
banks have played football with the depositors'
trust in the banks they held the reins of. As if that
was not enough of a denudation of public trust in
the banking system, another set of directors came
into the scene scratching each other's back, taking
loans from each other's banks and repay-
ments — all in a seeming brotherhood of self-pa-
tronisation.

These protectors-turned-predators brought bad
name to the whole banking system, bled it white,
set in full motion white collar thievery of a default
culture and stabbed in the back of sustainable
growth or poverty alleviation, so to speak. The
word went abuzz in certain circles: "open a bank,
take a loan you needn't repay so easily, be rich
overnight and on you go to splurge as a mark of

your new pedigree.

Bangladesh Bank, the central bank of the coun-
try, must be credited with having chastened the
stubborn resistance put up by vested quarters to the
drive for accountability launched quite some time
ago in the banking sector. BB's persistent, coura-
geous and single-minded devotion to its profes-
sional agenda is worthy of commendation. The un-
covering of banking scandals, regardless of names
involved, has sensitised people about the merit of
being even-handed in the pursuit of default cases.

But the crusade has only about made a good start
and this is when it stands in dire need of backing
from the Finance Minister and, crucially, from the
Prime Minister herself. The full weight of the gov-
ernment's will must be available behind the task.
And there is no reason why the exertion will peter
out half-way through. For what makes us sit up
and take note of is that bad loans and debts have
been the single most devastating factor behind the
tumble taken by the Southeast Asian Tiger
economies. Let's heed the message.

Question of a Million Acre

There are 2000 acres of khas land in Dhaka city
alone. And 1500 acres of these are under illegal
possession. The situation would not be substan-
tially different in the matter of the million acre
khas land over the whole country. The government
is moving to identify and recover these.

Khas land, as everyone knows, is state property,
managed and supervised by gove t on,
of the state. In a situation of bad, mﬂ ce,
the khas land positively looks an ownerless and
abandoned property. Little wonder people from all

around would covet and capture it, unchallenged by
the true right holder. The state, the owner, is not

only thinner than an absentee landlord, it is also
far more vulnerable than individuals. The first
fear is of the custodian or the government abusing
its charge — which is not unfamiliar. Secondly, the
government can be manipulated into remaining
"ever absent and making no claim at all, not to
speak of putting the land to the nation's use.
Knowing not what to make of the one million
acre khas arable land the successive governments
had thought up of leasing these to landless peas-
ants. Although this very plainly speaks of more
than purely altruistic persuasion, it is a good
thought. This has been going on for quite some
years but still there is hardly any reassuring pic-
ture of such created villages anywhere. There is
another problem with using up or giving away all
of government's land. Transferred to private own-
ership, these land pieces would all be put to some
profitable purpose. The country may then be left
with no open space, spelling an ecological disaster.
The previous %mrernments have, it seems, given
away land more for effect than anything else. Oth-
erwise they would have gone first to iden all
the state land and then to recover the same from
unlawful occupants. We appreciate the present gov-
ernment’s initiative to assert its title to such land
and then to go for what can be done with this in
some ecologically sound way.

Birth of a Beacon

One hundred and seventeen years ago on this
date, little and a lot more little known Pairabanda
of Rangpur underwent an exceptional maieutic ex-
perience. Among many other arrivals on the day it
recorded the birth of Begum Rokeya. It would be
confining this remarkable lady in the narrow
frame of religion to describe her any more as a
trail-blazing figure or an inspiring instance for
Muslim women of her time who were literally wal-
lowing in illiteracy, ignorance, conservatism and
exploitation. The truth is Begum Rokeya was and
continues to be a source of inspiration for all
women irrespective of class, creed and religion.

What made her so exceptional? Perhaps her
steadfast negation of all kinds of dogmas. It proba-
bly started with her elder sister Karimunnesa's
urge for not giving up Bengali lanﬁ_uage and litera-
ture. It was indeed a matter of effort for a young
Muslim woman in those days. But this single oth-
erwise insignificant incident did not only shape
the future of an autodidact nonpareil but also
charted the course of an inimitable figure with a
liberated soul. Begum Rokeya’'s whole life has been
a study in absorbing the spirit of Ben culture.
This is where comes the wonderful chemistry of
her being: that in her wondrous allegiance and un-
failing devotion to a particular culture she could
remain so open and modern. Knowledge gave her
the freedom of mind, the urge to seek novelty. No
wonder Begum Rokeya was among the first women
giﬂn:i ;his subcontinent to have the experience of

r ride.

Begum Rokeya was not a mere iconoclast or a
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A Billion Dollar Bridge on the River Jamuna

Dhaka,
lometers

from maddin
to be precise 131
to its north-west, a
magnificent infrastructural
development is taking place
that may substantially
transform ple's life in this
country. e 4.8-kilometer-
long Bangabandhu Bridge on
the river Jamuna has been long
in coming. But now with the
thirty-seventh of its pro
forty-nine spans utting
out of the eastern of the
Jamuna, to clasp, as it were, the
western bank of the river, the
end is literally very much in
sight. Last autumn, one had
mounted its first span, just put
up thrt!.-n‘:I to look hnwn n? the
mighty Jamuna. A year later,
late last month, on a clear and
E;nny morning, dmg over
thirty-six spans consti-
tute about of the
bridge. one was simply wonder

of the bzlctur]r of technology

over nature.

The first vehicle should roll
over the bridge sometime next
March and Abdul Muyeed
Choudhury, the Executive Di-
rector of the Jamuna Au-
thority (JMBA). and his col-

, are now counting days

to set foot on the west bank,
down the It is

difficult not to get caught up by
their well-earned enthusiasm.
The should be ready for
official inauguration by PM
Sheikh Hasina by the end of
June. According to some news-
r reports, the date could

well be the 23 June, the second
anniversary of the formation of

her government and that
should make for a happy an-
niversaryl

Yet the bridge project can
claim the distinction of having
received, over the years, multi-
partisan support in its fruition,
a rare experience in this coun-
try, where non-cooperation is
the hallmark of political be-
haviour. As if as an exception
proving the rule, successive
governments have attached
priority and have worked hard
and well, in the realisation of a
long-cherished dream, that one
may say. was legislatively first

Sir, After 24 of blood-
shed, mistrust and arms revolt
the long-awaited Chittagong
Hill Tra agreement was
signed on 2nd December 1997
between the AL government and
PCJSS. All the previous gov-
emments had over the
ndlhte;nd between dlplunlll;l
and threats. The solu-
tion' in the crisis that was

by the
quasi-
adesh
over the last two decades or so,
was replaced political solu-
tion. It imﬂ proved
that any issue need
to be solved discussion and
mutual trust and not brow-
beating. This has been well-
pro most recently in Pak-
istan. The British government
realized that they cannot ag-

g all thl.:ll::lll 1:ight they also
mw table. The
. ard of
the nation, also opined that
they are not interested to pro-
lan%vtheir stay in CHT.
eryone has the right to
criticise but to criticise merely
for criticism's sake would be
harmful for the country on such
a issue of common national in-
terest and as in the past the BNP
and its allies got into the habit
of creating issues out of this
agreement as they did when
Awami League expeditiously
signed the thorny G water
5 ment with India.
BNP's misleading statements
such as e country to
India would not be ossified into
rigid d . Conscious citizens
would not make hash of it.
Their concern should be based
on facts not on whims or simple
oratory. The "ammunition” has
become blunt due to excessive
use of it.

I urge upon BNP hierarchy
not to tll'nan: t.hnl: ill-fated coun-
try and its ple into a
cul-de-sac E:?'O out of arrogance.
Your thoughtful decision and
action will not only make us re-
spectful in the eyes of outside
world but would also make you
part of our national history.

Mohammad Kutubuddin

| Agrabad, Chittagong

Root of all evils

Sir, Our society is now in a
vice-like grip of lies. It has be-
come a part of our nature and
dominates every sphere of our
life. Almost each and every one
of us is an t and practiced
liar. Even a little child's life
starts with a lie when his par-
ents lie about his or her to
secure admission in school,
job-seekers also lie about their

age and ences, employees
lie to their about hundreds
of things that they should or

shouldn't have done. Household
employees are the most

liars as they cover all their
misdeeds with just a lie. In fact,
lie is one thing which can cover
any crime committed from
theft to murder. Do it and just
tell a lie, and you are as inno-
cent as an y else. Who can

you to be a liar?

That is why our Prophet
(SM) had said that "it is the root
of all evils." For if you cannot
lie you will not do any evil as

you will not be able to hide it
with a white lie. In fact, all reli-

pa der in the realm of women's education. She

was a litterateur extraordinary. Not just the works ,ﬁ.h:: i’:ﬂm Huluf::

in Bengali, her lone venture in English —'Sultana’s to be in, even for fun's

Dream’ is rated highly for the sweep of her imagi- | sakee.g. about oneself

nation as well as for her command over the En- :;m& SUIBE ploture of

glish language. _ . In our mﬂﬁ has become
5 ] 'such a social evil that one just

Thudwidas should be rendy for offiolnl innuguration by PM Shelhh Hasise by the snd of June. Acoording 1o

some newspaper reports, the date could well be the 23 June, the second anniversary of the formation of her
- government and that should make for a happy anniversary!

onJuly 11, 1966, in

the then East tan Assem-
ﬂy ]riulluthn moved by thef
uslim League government o
the day. It said, somewhat la-
conically, "this Assembly is of
the opinion that a bridge be
constructed over the river Ja-
muna, connecting Bahadurabad
with Fulchari and thereby also
connecting the northern of
the province with the eastern
art of the province.” Admit-
ly neither our political -

rations nor the | t of
lanners of the has fol-
the ‘letter’ of resolu-

tion. For that 'province’ is now
a country and the bridge will
connect not just two points on

the map, but will also
s the ethos and unity
of a long suffering nation.

In the wake of our indepen-
dence, the was at the top
of bandhu’s list of priori-
ties. Even when the meagre

communications infrastructure

of the pést-independent
esh lay in ruins and he
had to desperately arrange

money for urgent repairs and
reconstruction of a war-ravaged
economy, Bangabandhu's -
ernment requested JICA of
Japan for a feasibility study of
the bridge. When Bangabandhu
went tu‘g:fcn on an official
visit, he up the question of
Japan's assistance, as he em-
phatic stated at a dinner by
Japan's Chamber of Commerce
and Industry in Tokyo. "in the
integration of the economy of
Bangladesh through the con-
struction of the bridge over the
river Jamuna.”
The importance that
bandhu attached to the b
in his talks with the J
leaders was reflected In the
Japan-Bangladesh Official
Comm issued on Oct 24,
1973 at the conclusion of the
visit, which inter alia said,
"The Prime Minister of
Bangladesh explained the im-
ce of the Government of
angladesh attached to the

doesn’'t know who is telling the
truth, for most lie most

of the times. times one
gets so fedup with lies that one
wishes there was some indica-
tion that a is lying. Then
at least the other person can
remain alert or on guard. Like
Pinnochio, whose nose used to
get longer time he lied! oh,
what a wonderful indicator.
How fantastic, if this ha

to real ple too time

Y
society would have been

a far better place to live in,

then.

Dr Sabrina Rashid

Dhaka Cantonment. Dhaka

"Motijheel to be Made
Rickshaw-free"

Sir, My !:anl would have
made a quick response to that,
with Na rahegi baas, na
baasuri If someone had said,
“car-free”, the idea ma{ not
have been as brilliant, but it
would at least have been more

. and have a lesser pos-
sibility of a premature death.
The pundits must have dreamt
that Motijheel has become a

estrians’ paradise, or we
ave reached the ultimate in
economy and . where
ne has a mr{d: a“baru
are giving to all, in

their bara cars.

The traffic problem should
be tackled sensibly and with
sensitivity, with an eye on ef-
fectiveness, fairness, and ac-
ceptability; and for the conve-
nience of the majority, if not
for all. It should not be directed
towards appeasing the pam-

_pu'edminurit.mnntofwhum

and&?ilzll the tax-
yers' mnna e in cars
E:JF“ with same.
II anything, Motijheel and
hhe majority of roads, like
a ur, New Baily Road etc.,
should restrict motorised vehi-
cles, at least for certain hours.
It may also be considered to
limit number of rickshaws
in Motijheel, during office
hours, and they be to
ly m&lyt?*lthm mépﬂﬁ at a
at fare . Also
the ruEE: more et;?
trian-friendly. I do not believe
that it needs a stroke of us
to tacktlle the traffic problem —
others have done it successfully:
and we need only to look at our
close neighbours for in-
spiration and guidance.

Munirul Haque
House#4, Road #16
Dhanmondi R/A
Dhaka-1209

Education and

Sir, The link between educa-
tion and professions in our
country is weird. A medical or
engineering student is becom-

a police officer and a student
of economics, political science
or philosophy is turning out to
be a bank employee or a
medical reprcncn{)nﬂyve. That's
the reason why they don't feel
comfortable with their profes-
sion and we don't get better ser-
vice from them.

A general condition to par-

ticipate in any competitive ex-
nmftraunn is the mﬂmn for
this. The government spends a
lot of money for various insti-
tutions to get excellent employ-
ees in its sectors but
the government is not getting
its proper returns. | request the
education specialist to build up
a strong profession-oriented
education system.

Maeen Uddin
514 Zia Hall, DU.
Dhaka University
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Frankly Speaking;;
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by Faruq Choudhury

building of a bridge over the
Jamuna river, which will help
integrate the economy of
Bangladesh. The two me
Ministers noted with satisfac-
tion that the feasibility study
was being carried out by the
Japanese side.”
hu's cruel assas-
sination put the clock back and
seven later it fell on Gen-
eral Ershad's ment to
pursue the project. which it did
. The acquisition of
land, a ult .task in over-
populated Bangladesh was
taken up then the Jamuna
Surch Tax, through which
the of this cn-.u:]ntry par-
ticipated directly in the
contributing about mp'g;:
taka, was levied at that time.
The democratically elected BNP
t of m Zia fol-
owed up the matter in right
earnest and Saifur Rahman,
Zia's finance
minister was able to line u
foreign funds (World Bank/ID
Government of Japan/OEC
and Asian Development Bank,

200 million dollar tﬁgll:ll] or the
ect, at a time w im-

mediate fate of which seemed to
be hl:zfﬁ in the balance for
the adequate funding.
Sheikh Hasina's government
has continued with the con-
struction of the bridge with grit
and determination and thus the
bridge. the result of a era-
tion's efforts, should be com-
plete by the first half of the next
The length of the 4.8 kilome-
ter bridge has not posed any
hitherto unknown engineering
problems, for there are, at this
moment, about a dozen bridges
in the world of that and
more. But the the Ja-
muna, at once mighty yet
fickle-minded about sticking to
its chartered course, has been
an ke tmare. This
must ect
in the ?;rid:;rhich up:juch
money have spent on river
training as has been on the
construction of the itself.
The bridge. which has a
life of a hundred years and built
to withstand the worst recorded
Bangladeshi floods and
Ja a:l':u r.nrthqulk;:, will
y be multipurpose, having a
four lane motoiway, a mixed

gauge railway line and :
gas transmission and telecom-
munications lines. The brid
should be immensely t-
worthy and to a con-
servative JMB Tolls Studr.
based on the anticipated daily
traffic demand, and on its earn-
ings as a facility provider for
railway, power, gas and
telecmnmmﬂy :wrﬂlymm.' ttﬂlhﬁuld
not y off all its
foreign debts mtﬁa interest by
the year 2033, but also earn an
i net income.
easibility studies of the
E:': ect had indeed shown a
thy rate of return varying
from 22 per cent estimated by
Bangladeshi economists to
14.8 r cent of the World
Bank. But the project’'s justifi-
cations lie much above any
#anuﬂahle economic gain.
is ., connecting the two
parts of the country, will bring
about an attitudinal ch in
its people, the impact of which
is im ble to measure statis-
tically. Infact the surprising
thing is that the bridge has
taken so long in materialising.
But then one had to patiently
wait and convince the lenders,
who understandably judge the
usefulness of a project and the
borrowers repayment capacity,
not by their psyche alone.
Before the partition of the
subcontinent, the area that
constitutes Hanlgladuh was
merely a hinterland for the
metropolis of the region that
was Calcutta and for the indus-
tries that lay around it. This de-
scription was more applicable
to the north-eastern chunk of
the present Bangladesh for
whiclil IIEMT c? it alll. Thr.-l
supply line ol its agricultura
and aquatic produce got inter-
ru on the western side by
the line politically drawn, and
on the East, which then was not
much of a market anyway, lay
as it had for centuries, the
broad expanse of the Jamuna
river. As a result, the area that
now constitutes North of
Bangladesh suffered a great
deal. The Bangabandhu bridge
should revitalise North 'S
moribund agriculture and
fisheries. The bridge will also

help in facilitating the avail-
ability and in increasing the
farmers affordability eof- the

1 and may

agriculture and fishery inputs
and provide a wider market and
better price for the produce.
Transmitted gas will make the
sctt‘mgl up of industries in North
Bengal easier and on extrac-
tion, the expected hard rock,
limestone and coal deposits of
North Bcnill] could be trans-
ported quickly into this part to
the country.

The ministries and other
government encies of the
capital city of D . for what-
ever they are worth, will be
within the st distance of
North Bengal and meore impor-
tantly the head offices of major
business organisations as well.
With the bridge functioning, we
would have ly seen the
last of the misery and chaos of
the Aricha ghat. The bridge will
help in the mental integration
of of this country as
much as it will its economy. It
will increase the mobility of
goods and people with the at-
tendant socio-economic bene-
fits, not only within the coun-
try but also in the region,. in-

cluding India, Nepal and
Bhutan.
Come June, the will be

duly inaugurated. There will be
b::ﬂs and screaming red ban-
nered headlines in -
rs and the government-run
will have a field day. The
ition will probably boy-

cott the inaugural function and
may even declare a dawn-to-
dusk hartal finding some link
between the br and the sup-
posed recurri s of our in-

dq_llgl_rlldcme sovereignty!

e bridge should be r):ady
by June but one wonders here
whether the country will be
ready for it then. A bridge is a
hinge that must hang securely
between proper approach and
access roads on its both sides.
These roads have not only to be
constructed but also managed
for the . safe and eff:
utilisation of the bridge. It
therefore appears surprising
that work has not yet even
started on the approach road
from thtfm Zl;]m;g;nnadt;]unﬂ Alr-
port to u bndﬁ
A foreign exchange loan for t
road has been arranged,

to OECF of Japan, and the work
when commenced should take

at least three to :

A TR A
three ave to

built in l{om‘ﬁ;'upur and

Tangail. That is going to be
time-consuming. So be the

rs and the reconstruction

the bridges and culverts. Till
then the existing narrow pot-
hole road, clogged with traffic
of all descriptions, is likely to
be much more of a deathtrap
then the
easily beat the acci-

e
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thanks

present ‘Aricha iroad:

dent record of the deathway to

Chittagong, that in this coun-
try. goes by the name of a 'high-
way'.

In fact. one doubts whether
any serious thou
given and
about traffic discipline and its

enforcement mechanism. Bor-
rowing money and have a

bridge built it is one , but

quite another is maintaining

and properly using it. One can-

not achieve those by borrowing
ney. Here one is called upon

mo

ght has been
lanning undertaken

to do some advance thinking

and planning, a tall order it
wWoulid seem,
who seem to thrive on the phi-
losoph

or our authorities,

of crossing the bridge
only when it becanﬁgcu a reality!
But then a bridge, unlike the
metaphorical one, has access

and approach roads that have

to be maintained and looked af-

ter. For instance, the Banga-
bandhu bridge has about 32
kilometers o

tegral part of the bridge project.

Non-mechanised vehicles
ply either on the access
. In other
highway code has
ted and applied

cannot
road or on the bridge

words, proper
to be Igrmula

access road that
has already been built as an in-

there. Evidently regular bus
services have to be introduced

to serve the

road. Unlike through
crossing — the toll
bridge —

people living along
the 32 kilometer of the access

traffic
ayin
the buses wilfl nnlg

serve the area short of the

brid
will

on both sides. The JMBA
well to draw up rules and

regulations for the operation

and man

and to impress
Ministry to create a s
Highway Patrol Police
that will enforce proper
rules and discipline along

t of the bridge
upon the Home
ial
uad
traffic
the

bridge and the connecting

roads.

h has no expe-

rience of organisation and

maintenance of high
should therefore learn

go about it, preferably

s and
ow to
from

countries with situations simi-

lar to ours.

I was in Pakistan recently
where they have just completed

a billion-dollar highway con-
necting Islamabad with
as a
of connecting
cities. Our situation,
exactly identical, is in some
areas quite similar. | was told
that they have raised special
high squads to police these
roads, framed proper highway

ore

Pakistan's major

traffic rules, and trained up

lal personnel for this task.
In Lahore | heard fears expre-

ssed about mrruﬂuun creeping

into their highway main-

tenance sysiem. Based on our

experience of bureaucracy in

our country, one would rather
have corrupt but trained per-

sonnel than corrupt and un-
trained ones! But then have

part of an ambitious project
not

them we must, and in time, so

s
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Some Questions on CHT Peace Agreement
Md Shaikhul Islam

CHT-related problems have
been a source of national hyper-
tension since early '70s, several
efforts have been made by suc-
cessive rmments to solve
those problems. But unfortu-
nately we were not able to get
kriw the Tes1 ok CHY peacs at

text ac-
cord signed Tlmbgiqun;’age It is
indeed a ma great .
ciation for the Awami ;FFI"-"
g:lmment that at last, it has
able to come up witl; an
agreement irrespective of its
contents and fum successful
implementation status. But de-
spite the t's dormant
potentials, it has some areas
which leave further thoughts.

Thoughtful and meticulous
exercise on the text of the ac-
cord, makes it a that the

has a blend of some
perplexing and controversial
issues that have some leverages
to give rise to some questions.
The realm of jurisdiction be-
tween the clauses of the -
ment and the existence -
sent administrative and ngxr:r

legal arrangements, ronnlhly
n some

stoned paradoxically
cases.
The first controversial point
as we see in the text of the
t and that has enabled
the PCJSS to have an authority
to re t the inhabitants of
the CHT. Do the both sides
claim that the all inhabitants
of CHT consider PCJSS as their
sole authority to represent in
si such an accord? We all
know that the CHT compris
three districts has a blend o
both tribal and non-tribal in-
habitants with different politi-
cal and other organisational af-
filiations. Apart from the non-
tribal activities, there are some
other or, sations like Pahari
Gana Parishad (PGP) and Pa-
hari Chatra Parishad (Pro-
Sanchoy) who got split from the

PCJSS differing on negotia
issues between the HESHI‘ ;11%
PCJSS leaders. Both are ex-
treme in their demands and do
not see any basic difference be-
tween this accord and the Par-
balt;ga Zilla Parishad accord
of 1989 under Ershad regime.
Moreover. questionable repre-
sentation of PCJSS in

the peace t, without
having unanimous mandate
from its alliances might be cre-
ating fresh insurgency in the
hill areas, which can ﬁder the
lmpl:mcn::aﬁnn process of the

Nevertheless, if we empiri-
C presume that both CHT
tribal and non-tribal citizens
consider PCJSS as their sole
representative, then, do we have
any su that had been done
in support of this claim? So far
we knnw.dwz are yet to have
such type of survey.

The second can
be seen in the clauses 24-(A) sub
clause (1), clause 27
(Amendment of Clause 65), and
clause 34 and 35 under the (Kha)
Hill District Council part. All

these ::Iaumdhave bee;': either
incorporate newly or
ammcped. or ced the previ-
ous Hill Districts Local Gov-
ernments Ain 1989. These
clauses will enable the HDC to
have an ty of exercis-
ing immense authority and
power that t have an ap-
prehension of misuse. More-
over, the HDC will be responsi-
the Sl gelice, e

the police, manage-
ment, collection of develop-
ment taxes, barring
paurashavas and wunion
parishads etc. All these new

wers and authorities have
made justified and valid

by incorporating by a simple

umt::;}cc: — ﬁatﬂer be the
provisions in currently pre-
vailing laws". This type of gen-
eralised statement may create
fresh controversies and com-
Eicu;it}m ghm it will bchmmtht;
or functioning wit

eratis la“:c'}d daily works
strative age s daily wo

in the hilly areas.

This treaty is not t in
defining and describing the
role, position and relationship
of the Regional Council in apex
level and the local administra-
e e

t that -
onal EMH look after
the local administration as
well as the law and order. This
dual authoritative system
would not be compatible with
the existing chain of commands
in the administration both at
national and local level. Fur-
thermore, these t of ar-
ts. inter a, would
be prompting further complica-
tions;: and eventually might
have the chance to be fine-tuned
with the harmful bureaucracy
and tug of war different
;}ﬁkhﬁdﬁﬂﬂ nng ultitlt]::tt:!]r
t owing down im-
plementation process of the
feanmt.“llnrmm. rationale
eluhhnhi.rﬁ this sort of apex
is not

y mentioned

an I'uumlillnthe fre;mﬂﬁt
thuug:hlt 8 percei m the
text of the t that the

Regional Council would just

create an extra stratum

with more public expenditures

in the context of our present
constraints.

It would have been prudent

“to mention the tenure of the

implementation committee in
the t. How long will

the committee monitor the im-
plementation process? It would

have been helpful for all to
udge their situation, if it were
mentioned in the nt.
Similarly, tenure the land
commission should have been
mentioned as five years in the
agreement instead of three

years in order to with the

tenure of the Hill District and
"a]ml o of prefer

A gen s *

ence in pro employment
i} nI;t.lcn ru:;g the tribals in

the hill district councils and
regional council has been
marked in the peace agreement.
This lfmrﬂm“a] ement
would be ng the HDC

‘and RC authorities to bar the

non-tribals of the hilly areas to
be employed over there and we
see an implication of it in the
agreement. Moreover this pref-
erential does not match
fully with our censtitutional

arrangements.

In Fi 13, 1973.
a visit m MW
Sheikh Mujibur hman
announced that everybody
including the tribals would be
tr:ati: ees. But the
just- peace agreement has
acknowledged the tribals as
"Tribals” by keeping its previ-
ous nomenclature in the
Prabaytta Ain; and it is simply
a reversal of thoughts of Banga-
bandhu. Shouldn't the govern-
ment clear it? |

We need a
tion of tribals and .
in the hilly areas. We need to see

in the hill's overall
litical. secial and cultural envi-
ronment. |

side, the government should be
_ the reality that the

total hill area is not a

basic laws must

have to be same throughout the

E
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A Gratifying Solution
Saud

It was extremel atitying
to note that after tlg;ut‘;":arl
of exploitation of the tribal
gcnp e, the leaders of

are finally
the CHT problem. The
should

Bangladeshi majnﬂt&
take this ty to redress

the injustice it has inflicted on
2{: o ;ltl mlnt?riuu It lhnuelu;l

vehemently oppose an -
fort bein maﬁe %y mllcglln-

neous splinter groups to sabo-
tage this process lat-
ing this issue for political

s.

As a transplanted Bangla-
deshi national here in the
U.S.A, it took me half a life-
time in this country to realise
how we perpetuate injustice in
the, land of my birth.

Bangladesh is a country com-

of ' ees' ‘non-
B‘:E.hm the latter in-
clude sub-groups such as the

Chakmas, Garos etc. Even be- -

fore the of India by
the British, I believe that it was
Trikone Sen, originally from -«
Sylhet and a trained civil engi-
neer and founder of Jadavpur
University in Calcutta who
floated ideas of utilising some
of the hill-tract areas to produce
hydro-electric plants.
Obviously, the government
of Pakistan wanted nothing to
do with it, especially since it
was initiated India. In tumn,
it created the Kaptai Dam,
which essentially devoured
most of the lands and trans-
lanted scores of Chakma fami-
ies, so that the majority of the
country could enjoy electrie
. After the liberation of
E-ng]ldenh* none of the gov-
ernments had the moral
courage to confront this issue

;::&m mmh-tcdflhl:

sending people from
other of the country to
this area.

The question to ask all these
leaders, and to the € un-
ha with the latest C :
is how they would feel if they
were at the receiving end. Let
them imagine themselves as
Chakmas for a day and deter-
mine if that is what they would
want their life to be like where
you have hardly any say in
discourse, threatened with |
and/or made a fuﬂ:ive if you
protested and also have people
pouring in and occ lands
that you and your fa have
enjoyed for generations.

It is time that sensible peo-
ple in Bangladesh look at this
problem and try to find a solu-
tion that is fair and will stand

the test of time. In the U.S.A,
genple have found that
amming rivers is not neces-
sarily a panacea. There haye
been huge public uproar regard-
ing the Three project in
China (even though it is
and the recent one in
India. [ am told that Kaptai
dro-electric plant is also on
way out.

Since land is scarce and
natural gas is plentiful and is

increa becoming the

mﬁm lurl::ignﬂ, E‘;t
feasible to look at draining the
whole area to bring back the
original Karnaphuli river and
maybe create some additional

land for hemesteads where all
Bangladeshis, 'Chakmas' and

' " could peacefully co-
exist.

No matter what t
leaders think, peace does nol

come from the barrel of a gun.

; and nan-tribaie.

po- |

commend the |

pro- |
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