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Number of children with HIV
to reach 1m by 1997 globally

The number of children liv-
ing with HIV, the virus which
causes AIDS. will reach one
million by the end of 1997 in
the worid. s BSS.

An estimated 400 .000 chil-
dren under the of 15 became
infected with H hrmgmi‘thc
total number of children living
with the virus at the end of the
last year to 830,000, a report ti-
tled "children with HIV-a crisis

matures” said yesterday.

The report prr?a.nj UN-
AIDS in connection with the
World AIDS campaign this year
also said that at least 350,000
children were under the age of
15 among the total one and a
half million ple who died of
AIDS in 1 .

AIDS is not the killer
of children since diarrhoeal
diseases alone killed more than
two million children in 1996,
the said adding that the
impact of AIDS was concen-
trated in a smaller number of
Eonr countries but other child-

ood diseases was affecting

nearly all developing countries.

The rt%)rl quoting the pre-
diction of United States Bureau
of Census said that the disease

would wipe out the improve-
ments in infant and child mor-
tality achieved during the last
ten years in the sub-Saharan
Africa.

If the spread of HIV is not
contained by the year 2010,
AIDS may increase infant mor-
tality by as much as 75 per cent
and under-five mortality by
more that 100 per cent in the
worst affected regions, the re-
port said.

According to the UNAIDS
estimates, about 90 per cent
children under the age of 15
years being infected with HIV
acquire the virus from their
HIV-positive mothers, usually
during pregnancy. delivery or
breastieeding.

“"While not all children born
to HIV- tive mothers become
infected with the virus, the risk
that the child will become in-
fected is much greater in poor
countries and in poorer parts of
rich countries,” the estimates

said.
Most studies t that the
probability of HIV transmis-

sion from mother to child
known as 'vertical transmis-
sion’ is between 25 per cent and

48 per cent in a developing
country and between 13 per cent
and 32 per cent in industri-
alised countries like Europe
and North America.

The report described the
childhood AIDS as a more ag-
gressive disease which kills
much faster in the developing
countries than in industri-
alised countries of the west.

InE . the re said, 80
per cent of the HIV-infected
children survive at least until
their third birthday and more
than 20 cent reach the age of
ten. In Zambia. however, one
study suggests that nearly hailf
of the HIV-infected children are
dead by the age of twp. Another
study from Uganda said 66 per
cent of HIV-infected children
were dead by the age of three.

"Poverty is the main reason
that children die more quickly
of AIDS in developing countries
where crowding promotes the
spread of tubermlﬂda and other
respiratory diseases, malnutri-
tion weakens immune system
and lack of clean water encour-
ages aﬁ»kread of water-born dis-
easga e diarrhoea.” the report
said.

Women mugged

of gold ornament

By Staff Correspondent

Muggers snatched or-
nament from a female rick-
shaw at city's Dhan-
mondi area yesterday after-
noon.

Police said two youngmen in
a rickshaw intercepted the
rickshaw in which Yasmin Na-
har, a resident of New Elephant
Road, was travelling at the
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The country’'s highest temperature was recorded 30.1 degree

Celsius at Khulna and lowest 11.8 degree

at Sri

crossing of Mirpur Road and The sun sets today at 5:12 : :
?45 A i y pm and rises on Wednesday at 6:30

45 pm. Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidi
Brandishing arms, the men recorded in some major cities and tcm?:m yesterday were: ¥
snatched a gold chain and a City/Town Temperature Humidity
of sunglasses, worth about in Celsius in percentage

15 thousand. from her and max min mornin eveni
fled away in an auto-rickshaw. Dhaka 29.0 15.8 Bg 7
A case was lodged with Chittagong 298 17.4 80 68
Dhanmondi thana in connec- Rajsh 27.4 15.2 77 80
tion with the incident. How- Khulna 30.1 16.8 77 60
ever. none was arrested till the Barisal 29.5 15.5 89 -
filing of this report last night. Sylhet 276 15.7 49 74
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Please apply by 15th December in full confidence 1o -
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m Rokeya Day: Ministry of -
an?nlnnd Childrtnyhﬂalru h{l i a
discussion session on the occasion of Begum

Rokeya Day. Venue:
auditorium. Time: 11 am.

BA discussion: Banga Ac has
arranged a discussion session to mark ° m
Rokeya Day'. Venue: '‘Botomul,’ Academy

premises. Time: 4 pm.

Discussion: in observance of ‘Rokeya Day’, Nari Progoti,
Dhaka University unit, has arranged a discussion session.
Venue: DUCSU . DU. Tlme!?g noon.

Seminar on HR: A seminar on 'Human Rights in
Bangladesh Today' will be held in observance of UN Human
ts Day. Organiser: The Institute of Human Rights and

airs, Bangladesh. Former VC of Dhaka University Prof M
Moniruzzaman Mia and UNB Chairman Amanullah Khan will

resent 2 rs on the factual and legal position on HR in
Eangladesﬁ?eemuc: VIP Lounge, National Press Club. Time: 4
pm.

Discussion on HR: A discussion on ‘Human ts:
Bangladesh Perspective' will be held UN Human ts
Day. Organiser: Democratic Lawyers Association of
Bangladesh. Venue: No: 1 Hall of Ba:algladeah Supreme Court
Lawyers Association Bhaban. Time: 4:30 pm.

Confce on computer: e ral session of a 2-day
first National Conference on Computer and Information
Systems will be held. Venue: Auditorium of Atomic Energy
Centre, Dhaka. Time: 9:30 am.

Seminar: A seminar on 'social rights of disabled ns
will be held. Organiser: Bangladesh Organisation for
Advancement of the Disabled. Venue: BIRDEM auditorium.
Time: 3 pm. A cultural function by disabled artistes will follow.

Shishu Academy

Video documentary: e opening screening of Voices
of Children,' a 30-minute video documentary on working

children will be held. Venue: Russian Cultural Centre, House
510, Road 7, Dhanmondi: Time: 4:30 pm.

Conference: The conference of the Institution of Textile

Engineers and Technol . Bangladesh will be held. Venue:
Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 5 pm.

Rotma Club of Ramna: The weekly meeting of the

club will be held. Venue: Dhaka Club. time: 5:30 pm.
Ro Club of Shﬂhbﬂ The meeting will
be held. Venue: Officers Club, Baily . Time: 6 pm.

Rotary Club of Dhaka New City: The weekly

nmetlrég will be held. Venue: FICCI, 35/1 Purana Paltan Lane.
Time: 6 pm.
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Film session
postponed

A session of films on the In-
dian Subcontinent, organised
by Zahir Raihan Film Society
and scheduled for Dec 8-11, has

been postponed, says a press re-

lease.
The films, 'Kim,' 'Jungle
Book,' 'India song' and ‘The De-

ceivers,’ will now be screened
Dec 17-20 at the Indian High
Commission auditorium in
Dhanmondi.

Newspaper holidays
Dec 15, 16

All newspaper and news
agencies offices will remain
closed on December 15 and 16
(Monday and Tuesday) on the
occasion of holy Shag-bﬂarat
EIJHN% the Victory Day. reports

Therefore, no newspaper
will be published on Decem
16 and 17 (Tuesday and Wednes-
g:nﬂél u&ig ;;n S%u:&ccment of
ades adpatra Pa-
rishad (BSP) yesterday.

Tk 38cr sanctioned
to construct annex
bldg of SC

overnment has sanc-
tioned 38 crore to construct
the annex building of the
Supreme Court and of the
amount Tk 10 crore has already
been released, reports UNB.

Law Minister Abdul Matin
Khasru made the disclosure
while addressing the inaugural
function of the upgradation
work on the Supreme rt Bar
auditorfum yesterday.

The Law Minister said law,
lawyers, judges and judicial in-
frastructure are the essential
and important components of
judiciary.

The government, he said,
has launched a comprehensive
reform programme with the fi-
nancial assistance of the World
Bank for coordinated develop-

ment of the four components of
judiciary.

Khasru said compulterised
system and electronic filing
method will be introduced in
the day to day proceedings of
the Supreme Court in phases.

A total of Tk 1 10 lakh will
be spent with the financial as-
sistance of the World Bank for
the upgradation of the Supreme
Court Bar auditorium.

The Law Minister also sanc-
tioned Tk five lakh for the im-

rovement of the Supreme
-ourt Bar Library for holding
conference of the Supreme
Court lawyers.

Police seize jeep
used 1n attack
on residence
of journalist

Police yesterday seized a
Nissan patrol jeep in which a
group ol terrorists went to the

The

' office and residence of journal-

ist Profulla Kumar Bhakta Sat-
urday night and threatened to
kill him, re s UNB

Local le chased the !Ef
(Dhaka ﬂrEJn 5661) in ﬁ
a group of you n were pa-
trolling Chamelibagh area in
the city yesterday evening. At
one stage, the men fled the
scene, leaving the vehicle be-
hind.

On receiving information,
police rushed to the spot and
took the jeep to Motijheel
thana. BRTA sources said the
{Ecp belongs to Messers Ambee

harmaceuticals of 62-63 Moti-
jheel Commercial Area.

On Saturday night, the ter-
rorists had attacked the
Chamelibagh residence of Pro-
fulla Kumar Bhakta. a senior
reporter of Dainik Sangbad.

They pelted stones at his
house, windowpanes,
and threatened to shoot and

kill him. Earlier, they went to
the Sangbad office to look for

| Bhakta.

Teenage girl

commits suicide

By Staff Correspondent

A teenage girl allegedly com-
mitted suicide at Rayerbazaar

under Dhanmondi thana in the

| city yesterday.

Police said the dead was
identified as Rahela Begum, 15,

| daughter of Tota Mia.

Rahela was found hangin
from a beam inside a room o
their house on Sultanganj Road
at about 12 . Police
that she killed herselfl follow-
ing a feud with her mother.

Rahela’'s body was sent to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal mor for autopsy. An un-
natural death case was
with Dhanmondi thana in

regard.

MIDAS fair ’97
extended

The MIDAS Trade Fair '97,
now be held at Dhanmondi
Club ground, has been extended
by one day till today. says a
press release.

Executive secy of UN

ESCAP meets Rob
The visi Executive Secre-
tary of the UN-ESCAP, Adri-

anus Mooy, called on Shipping

Minister Abdur Rob at his
office here yesterday, reports
UNB

FIVE NON-STOP
FLIGHTS A WEEK
To SAUDI ARABIA

The Baily Star 3

PM shocked at loss
of lives in road

accidents

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina :xEresaed her profound
shock at the loss of lives in two
road accidents in Jhalakathi

and Manikganj yesterday. re-
ports BSS.

The Prime Minister now in
Tehran to attend the OIC Sum-
mit condoled the death and ex-

ressed sympathy to the mem-
rs of the bereaved families.

Day Flight From To Dep. A, _I
Sun SVOSI1 | Dhela | Riyedh 1200 1540
| won SVOS11 | Dheka | Riyadn 1200 1540
o el e =
Thu SV oso1 Dhaice Juadah 1200 1635
Fri SVOS11 | Dhaka | Riyadh 1200 1540

* All in local time. This flight Scheduie is effective from
26th October'97 upto 28th March'98.

For more information, please contact your trawel agént or call

Saudi Arabian Airlines on Telephone Dhaka: 816829, 816859,

816860 or 811641 Ext. 4968 Sales Office: 816830, 816856

GSA Chittagong: 720119. GSA Sylhet : 715272

www saudiarabian-airlines.com
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- Awal Centre, 34 Kemal Ataturk Avenue
Banani, Dhaka.
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