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JS committee
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peatedly requested him to call a
mee to sort out problems
arising out of his decisions but

The commiitee members

made some queries to
op als of two ministries —
the Ministry of Power, Ener
and Mineral Resources and the
Ministry of Food. Secretaries of
the two ministries, Tawfique
Elahi Chowdhury and ul
Hamid Chowdhury respectively,
were present at the meetings
held separately.

The committee members
wanted to know from energy
ministry officials the reasons
behind shortfall of power and
steps to make it up.

The members wanted to
know from food ministry offi-
cials steps taken for food man-
agement and procurement of

foodgrains. The food secret
replied to queries. i

Dr Mizar;;:]l Huq chaired the
mﬂn%s while Akhtaruzzaman
and ultan Mohammad
Hnrtmur. both AL MPs, were pre-
sent.
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Procurement drive begins today

Paddy price Tk 7 per

kg, rice Tk 10.70

The government has an-
nounced the guidelines for do-
mestic pmur:m E:::-t
grains, set a
of total 3.90 lakh metric tons of
rice and paddy for the 1997-88
fiscal year, reports UNB.

The procurement drive
starts today and will continue
till February 7 next, the Food
Department said in an official
circular yesterday.

It said the decision to lo-
cally procure 'aman’' paddy and
rice was taken to keep the
prices of fi ains stables, en-
courage the farmers and build
up a contingency stock.

Government's procurement

rice of paddy has fixed at
%c 7 per kg and Tk 700 per
quintal while rice Tk 10.70 per
kg and Tk 1070 quintal.

Some 1.20 lakh metric tons
of paddy and 2.70 lakh tons of

thres. month long drive.

The Food t fixed
the types of and rice to be
procured and asked the offi-

cials concerned to be very cau-
tious so that the procurement
guidelines are not violated in
any way.

The people involved in the
procurement, monitoring offi-
cials and the concerned
Controllers of Food would be
held responsible in case of
violating the guidelines, it
warned. i

The department directed the
procurement stafl to purchase

pnddtyhe -&E mchaud
ers.” can
from any trader or leman.
The concerned District Food
Controllers will sign contract

with interested rice millers for
supply of rice.
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‘Hartal: 150 injured in clashes
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districts. However, the day-
long hartal was observed by and
large peacefully in the rest of
the country.

In the city, vehicles except
rickshaws sta off the roads
while private business houses,
eﬂucauunal ininlti.tutiuns i::m:ll
shopping malls remaine
clnnuf

The Expanded Programme
on Immunisation, was con-
ducted across the country de-
spite the hartal, its communi-
cation officer Mahfuzur Rah-
man told The Daily Star.

In Dholaikhal and its ad{a—
cent areas in the old part of the
city, clashes between AL and
BNP activists began at about
9:30 am and continued inter-
mittently for almost the whole

Khagrachhari
From Page 1
cellation.

Convenor of the Oikya
Parishad Shahabuddin submit-
ted a 10-point memorandum to
Deputy Commissioner Mo-
hammad Ismailuddin to send it
to the President. The memo-
randum contains the demand
for immediate scrapping of the
accord.

The Oikya Parishad also
held a post-hartal rally at
Poura Shapla Chattar. ul
Wadud Rhuiyan of BNP, Kha-

achharl pourasava Chairman

ul Kashem and Syed Abdul
Momen of Jamaat-e-Islami ad-
dressed the rally.

After the rally, the Parishad
announced the programme of
hoisting black flags at the
house of the Bangalee settlers
and snapp social relation
with the tribal people.

Bijoy Mela
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16) are the highlights of the
mela.

In Dhaka city a discussion
on 'Role of the Students Teach-
ers, Intellectuals, Professionals
and Cultural Workers in the
War of Independence and Mass
Movements' will be held at 4
pm today at the Ramna Bata-
mul as part of the 16-day vic-
tory festival organised by Joy-
bangla Sangskritick Oikya
Jote.

Bangladesh National Mu-
seum has drawn up elaborate
ﬁ:grammca to ogaerve the

tory Day.

Children’'s painting competi-

tion will be held on ember

12 at 9 am, exhibition com-
memorating the martyred in-
tellectuals on December 14
from 9:30 am to 5 pm and on the
Victory Day, films on libera-
tion war will be screened at 12
noon, a session of self-com-

Eaacd poetry recitation will be
eld at 4 pm and at 5:30 pm a
cultural programmes will be

held. A lecture sessirn will be
held on December 22 at 11 am.

day. They chased each other fir-

ing shots and hurling crackers

and brickbats. Police lobbed

tear gas shells to disperse the

clashing groups. Smokes bil-

lowing from tyres burnt by
ickets and tear gas shells
lanketed the area.

A news agency report said
about 100 crackers were ex-
ploded and 10 gunshots fired in
and around the Dhaka Univer-
sity campus.

One Alamgir Hossain was
hit by machete during a chase
and counter chase between :u&
porters and opponents of h
at Royshaheb Bazar.

The Dhaka city unit office of
BNP at Nayabazar was kept un-
der tight police security since
morning. Police also not al-
low people to assemble near the
office premises.

Awami League also brought
out an anti-hartal procession at
Farm Gate area at about 11:45
am. Witnesses said that some
crackers were hurled at the pro-
cession when it approached the
foot bridge there. The proces-
sionists then ransacked one
shop and assaulted an elderly
person there, witnesses added.

At the fag end of the hartal
hours, when a BNP procession
was pa through Rd No 2 of
Dhanmondi area, home made
bombs were hurled at police, po-
lice said. Police then arrested
16 persons from the area.

The Noakhali bound inter-
city train Upakul which left the
Kamalapur Station in the
mormning was called back to the
city from Laksham Station at
about 11:00 am because of a
barricade at Daulatpur station,
sources said.

Goalanda bound Jamuna
inter-city train from Rajshahi
came under attack at Kushtia
Court Station.

The Parbatipur bound Chi-
lahati ress from Chilahati
came under attack near Syed-

¥,

Our Stafl Correspondent re-
ported from Chittagang that ten
persons were injured in stray
incidents of violence in the port
city during the hartal.

Of the injured, two were hit
by rubber bullets fired by police
at Chawkbazar to disperse
pickets throwing brick-bats at
around 11 in the morning. Po-
lice arrested 49 persons from

different of the city during
In Chittagong Port., cargo
hmdu:i:ml carried out
the jet though of
s to and from the re-
mained ;
Our Correspondent reported
from Khulna that production in

mills and factories h
d the hartal hours yester-

PM: CHT agreement
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Sheikh Hasina, also Leader
of the Jatiya Sangsad said, if
the opposition wants, the par-
liament can be summoned an
time to discuss the accord.
the President wishes, the accord
can be discussed on the floor of
the House."

In this regard Hasina said,
as per Constitution, an accord
with foreign countries is re-
quired to be tabled for discus-
sion in the House. "But this ac-
cord is with the ple in the
country. Still we want it to be
discussed in the parliament."

She came down heavily on
BNP and its political allies for
what she termed, calling har-
tals on issues one after another.

. They are switching over from

one issue to other and calling
hartals. They could not stick to

one issue anymore She

brushed aside the criticism that
Bengalees in the CHT had been
turned into 'second class citi-
zens' by the accord and asserted
that interests of the non-tribal
community there was not com-
promiserd in any way. She
termed "false" a statement that
posts of deputy commissioner
would be abolished in the hill
districts.

Quoting from the Constitu-
tion, the me Minister said
that formation of a regional
council was very much in line

| With the spirit of the Constitu-
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tion and mentioned that the
Constitution allowed special
privileges to diuadvantaﬁi:.:l
communities for

parity. She further that
tmrd lt:lltli:un of tll;: CHT ac-
cord wou ring about "uni
in diversity”. a

About the lucas standi of the
tribal leaders with whom the
accord was signed, Sheikh
Hasina said, e previous
committee led by Col. Oli as
well as former prime minister
mm Khaleda Zia had also

with the same set of peo-
ple. Why raise this question
now?"

On the provision for ap-
pointment of a tribal affairs
ﬂglﬁcr. tlhe Prime Minister

ere is nothing wrong in
it. Former presidents Ziaur
Ralungan and H M Ershad had
appointed tribal affairs advi-
sors with ministerial status.

The Prime Minister also
Chring ot e
g acquisition and
certain other provisions of the
accord. A rePorter asked what
will be the fate of the accord
when Awami League will not be
in power. Sheikh Hasina, also
president of Awami League,
said, "It is a general expectation
that successive governments
would adhere to the s of the
accord. But in case of non-im-
plementation of the nfmrd
::H consider then what to do.”

Khaleda

peace accord.

She said many leaders and
workers of her party, inclu
Lutfar Rahman Khan Azad MP,
Nazimuddin Alam MP, Ehsanul
Huq Milan MP and Jainul Abe-
din Faruq MP, were injured

the hartal.

The BNP chairperson de-
manded release of the leaders
and workers arrested during the

hartal.
She also urged the people to

| make all future ammes of

BNP allout success in the inter-
est of independence and

sovereignty of the country.
Polls violence

ﬁ'um'hfl
olence in Kalia Haripur union.

under Sadar thana of the dis-
. ﬁm’"' i
su

defea cnldida%
union in the morning.
seriousl ured Ainul

40, Ishak Al, 42, Man-

nan, 36, Abdul Jalil, 40, Man-

nan, 32, and Rabiul Awal, 42

were admitted to the
General Hospital. Sirgany

|14DAGs&AE

L4
appointed
President Shahabuddin
Ahmed has ted 14 advo-

| cates as deputy at gen-

eral and assistant at
general, an official handout

said last night, reports BSS.
The four newly appointed

deputy attorneys general are

e-nuddm"umn' s

M ., Md Altaf Hossain

Khan and Obaidur Rahman

Hn%:eh' t tlarnf.r‘F

assistant a -

eral are Md ngldu :‘%
Khandkar Mehbub Alam,

Musfiqur Rahman Khan, Alha
Md Mahmud Hossain, Md

Hossain Azadi, Soab Ahmed
Chowdhury, F K M Ahsan Mah-

bub, Prabir N , AKM Za-
hirul Haq Mohammad
Mostafa.

The authorities. in the
meantime, has accepted the res-
g:nn of Assistant At

al Masuk Ahmed -
hury. The appointments of

ty attorneys general Kaisar
U di:{ Ahmed and Laskar
Fakhruddin Ahmed l.lilds:rllilli
tant attorneys gener aju
Haq and Suriya Begum have
et eriiantad. the Imdout

Fresh hartal

From Page 1

the news confer-
ence, BNP General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan MP
also announced some other agi-

tation i
The programmes are:
Demonstrations and torch pro-
mu:;t December 10 and 11
ACross country, excepting
the CHT and C ex-

e ol g
8 in Dhaka and other
districts on December 12 and
13, coun mass contact

trywide
from December 17 to 21 and the
opposition MPs' procession

Jminl-e-llllml. Oli Ahad of |

Democratic League and Shafiul
Alam Prodhan ﬂdm also
nputtltthegu-

Mannan Bhuiyan said that
the ple had rejected the

“bl and illegal®" accord on
the CHT by " ob-

m;}l:mm'mumm 5
ceived of inci-

BNP men i t parts of
men
the city.

any interference in was
adopted without reserva-
tion," said Zarif. "o

PM; Tehrail
R

From Page :
her four-day stay in
Tehran, the Prime Minister is
also : to visit the Is-

lamic World Trade Exhibition

and the Islamic Handloom Ex-

hibition in the Iranian ‘
She will attend a |

on i

'NID programme

to continue today
By Staff Correspondent
The first of the fourth

National Immunisation Day

(NID) wﬂil;: observed

alon Be Shemiot oy o Bt

itate the parents who could not
reach the vaccination centres

with their children under the
igdmmmum-
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December Sth & 9th, 1997
Venue: St Fiolay
Sheraton Winter Garden
Time: 6:00 pm "

Tickets; 400 Taka each available from

December 2nd at : Dhaka Sheraton Hotel,

Swiss Plus (Baily Road), Bridgehouse

Hallmark Shop (Banani), La bamba (Dhanmondi),
Yum Yum (Dhanmondi), Patisserie (Elephant Road),
Hot Hut(Dhanmondi), Candy Floss (Gulshan),

'ilm Fair(Dhanmondi), Dolce vita,

I'haka Billiard Centre.

A ized by Sandhani National
ation Society. All proceesds

| from ticket sales will benefit the Society.

" No one under |8 years will be admitted.
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