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BNP calls fresh

hartal in Ctg_,_._
hill dists on
Decl10& 11

By Staff Correspondent

BNP and its allies have
called a dawn-to-dusk hartal in

Chit and three Chit-
tagong. Hill

Tracts (CHT) dis-
tricts on December 10 and 11

g oo
The hartal

: was
announced at a joint press con-
ference of BNP andt;lx;mthﬂ
opposition at the to
Road official

residence of
Leader of the tion in
Jatiya sad

BNP chief
Zia at the end of
a dawn-to-dusk countrywide
hartal yesterday.
See Page 12 Col 4

People have
rejected
"black accord’
says Khaleda

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the tion in Parliament
Begum Zia has said the
people rejected the ’'black
agreement with Shantibahini
by observing the dawn-to-dusk
hartal spontaneously across
the country yesterday, reports

In a statement, she congratu-
lated the people for making the
hartal a success.

She said the hartal yesterday
turmed into of the people
against the 'abandonment’ of
millions of Bengali speaking
people and different. tribes
other than the Chakmas in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts.

Begum Zia said people have
come out on the street to give a
befitting reply to the govern-
ment for signing the 'so-called’

See Page 12 Col 3
Rail, road
barricade

postponed
Leaders of {:m:. yarn and
textile workers have postponed
their rail-road barricade pro-
gramme scheduled for today
lndmtonmrruw, - HHH
¢y postponed the
grl.mme after discussions with
tate Minister for Labour MA
Mannan and State Minister for
Jute and Textile A K Faezul Huq
in the city yesterday, said an
official handout.

The meeting at the Minto
Road residence of MA Mannan
was attended trade union
leaders Abdus Salam Khan, Ah-
sanullah Master MP, Abul

Ay

pro-

Bashar, Lutfar Rahman, Shah

Alam, Igbal Majumdar,
Shahidullah Chowdhury , Z M
Kamrul Anam, Badrul Alam
Lavliu, Mosihuddowlah,
Bachchu Mia, Siraj Sardar and
M A Hamid,
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Urgent Need for
Electoral Reforms:
Some Concrete
Proposals

by Dr Kamal Hossain
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Taka against USD

The economy needs

consecutive downward

adjustment
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clashes during hartal

At least 150 peo
three BNP MPs and 10 police
men were injured in clashes be-
tween activists of ruling Awami

and opposition BNP and
in police action during the
dawn-to-dusk coun har-
tal that partially disrupted rail,
road and waterway communi-
cations yesterday.

The BNP had called the har-

tal on Wednesday to protest the

ﬁf«: accord on Chittagong Hill
ts (CHT). Six small parties
including Jamaat-e-Islami,

Jatiya Party (Zafar) and Jaﬁlpa
€

also lent their support to
hartal.

The three BNP MPs — Naz-
imuddin Alam, Ehsanul Hugq

ple including

By Staff Correspondent

Milon and Lutfor Rahman
Khan Azad — were injured when
police battoncharged a BNP
procession at Chairmanbari in
the city's Mohakhali area. Po-
lice resorted tndacttnn when the
processionists damaged a vehi-
cle, police said.
In the capital, at least 100
m were injured in clashes
n Awami ue and BNP
activists at Mohakhali Chair-
manbari, Royshaheb Bazar,
Jatrabari, North South Road,
Bou Bazar, Victoria Park,

Sadarghat Armanitola, Bong-
shal,
areas.

Both hands of a boy were
blown off when a hand bomb he

irpur and some other
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was al y carrying loded
at a place on the Nurth“%uuth
Road. The boy was admitted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal. His name could not be
known.

Of the injured, 24 were ad-
mitted to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital (DMCH), hospital
sources said. Many of them
were victims of bomb blasts.
One was bullet-hit and another
one was hit by machete.

A total of 198 were ar-

rested from different areas of

the city, police said.

Incidents of violence were
also reported from Chit !
Pabna, Barisal and some other
See Page 12 Col 1
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A.n!.i-hartal activists chasing pickets on Dholaikhal Road in the city yesterday (top) and a
policeman firing tear gas shells to disperse pro-hartal activists in the same area (bottom).

— Star photo

Ali Khamenei to open OIC summit

All 142 resolutions adopted

TEHRAN, Dec 7. Iran's
supreme leader Ayatollah All
Khamenei has pulled off a sur-

rise by replacing President
ohammad Khatami to deliver

the opening s h at the OIC
summit here week, reports
AFP.

“The opening declaration by

the guide will determine the
orientation of activities in the
eighth summit” of the Organisa-
tion of the Islamic Conference,
Deputy Foreign Minister Mo-
hammad Javad Zarif said to-

Khamenei's decision to
gpcak Comes as a surprise two
ays before the start of the De-
cember 9-11 gathering of lead-
ers and other top officials from
the 55-member OIC.

All of the official documents
distributed on the summit
mentioned Khatami, as head of
state, as the one who would be
making the inauguration

| speech.

Meanwhile, Islamic foreign
ministers adopted all 142 reso-
lutions today ahead of this
week's OIC summit, despite dif-
ferences over Turkey's military
links with Israel and its actions
in northern Iraq.

‘All  resolutions were
adopted,’ Javad Zarif told a
press conference.

PM leaves today

Prime Minister Shejkh
Hasina will leave Dhaka for
Tehran today to attend the
three-day summit of the .
isation of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC), reports UNB.

Hasina, who will lead the
delegation, told newsmen here
yesterday that at the confer-
enice, Bangladesh will empha-
sise on the importance of
‘strengthening the unity of the
Islamic Ummah and its eco-
nomic development.”

See Page 12 Col 4
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He added that disagreement
dogged two resolutions, the
condemnation of all Muslim
countries with mill links
with Israel and the need to re-
spect the integrity of northern

Iraq.

%urkq* signed a military co-
operation accord with the Jew-
ish state last year, while Turk-
ish troops launched a major in-
cursion last week into northern
Iraq in suit of rebel Kurds.

ot resolutions were
passed, but Turkey was not
mentioned by name in ejther
lext.

The resolution on Israel was
adapted, and it makes no refer-
ence Lo any country
the position of the OIC is
sition to expansionist policies
of the Zionist regime, but not to
members of the OIC,” said Zarif.

The text on northern Iraq
was also adapted to make no
mention of any country.” he

See Page 12 Col 4
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Settlers damage
bridge, attack
TNO office at
Khagrachhari

KHAGRACHHARYI, Dec 7: An-
Ery supporters of Sarbadalia
arbattya Oikya Parishad at-
tacked and the TNO's
office and the local press club

during the dai—lang hartal to-

day, reports
ey amaged a bailey

bridge at Bailachhari in Mati-
ranga thana of the district to
dlsg.lpt road mmmuni:datlun.

arring some sporadic inci-
dents, the dawn-m%uuk shut-
down was observed peacefully
in all the t thanas of Kha-
grachhari district.

B settlers under the
banner of Oikya
brought out group processions

the "so-called” peace
accord on the Chit
Tracts and demanded its can-

See Page 12 Col 1

|| ALCWC blasts

BNP for its
stand against
CHT accord

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami e Central
Working Committee C) in
a meeting last night con-
demned, t it , the
Bﬁ)anda bei unl:uheti by

Tgn:l:l the Chi e
ce on

Il Tracts. Gt

Chaired by chief and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
the found it unfortu-
nate that the BNP leadership

had displa ‘irresponsibility’
by calling mnl to tht{
peace accord coinci with
the ongoing Union Parishad
elections and immunization

programme throughout the

country.

The ., held at Ganob-
haban, made an to BNP
to return to liament shun-

:I_:? the path of 'conspiracy’
openly discuss all issues of
national importance, says a
press release.

Besides, the meeting also fi-

nalised the party's
for observance of I.gc ghahued

Parishad -
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Bangladesh Youth Asia Cup
- cricket champions

Bangladesh clinched the

countries.
Youth Asia Cup cricket title The participating teams are: the Bangladesh team for the
with a mumm Mwﬂﬂﬂuﬂw ?ﬂml‘?“k“‘ A uultralia. India, ﬁﬂ}grr& T
over Pa in akistan, ngland, South age, esiden
e Africa, West gh‘ldi:a, New Shahabuddin thanked the

ﬂuﬂnﬂ&l‘:zednttheﬂuﬂmn

Cricket ground in Hong Zealand, Zimbabwe, Kenya, ¢0ach, manager, captain and
Kong yesterday, reports UNB. Bangladesh, Scotland, Ireland. . Players of the Bangladesh team
‘Denmark, Namibia and Papua 1Of their landslide victory and

With this landslide victory, New Guinea. said they have brightened the

image of the country abroad.
President Shahabuddin
Ahmed wished team's continu-
ous success in future.
The Prime Minister said, "I

am very happy and pleased".

Ba.n.gladeah exacted revenge for
the 21-run defeat against PNG

in the group match.
The youths, following in the
footsteps of their seniors, also
ualified for the 16-team un-

Details on page 11

In the day's final,

Bangladesh piled up a huge 347
runs for all in stipulated 50

er-19 World Cup in South overs and later they dled out State Minister for youth and
Africa. - PNG for a paltry 91 runs in 34.4 Sports Obaidul Quader also
The mega event will be held overs. greeted the B adesh team
from Jandary 11-February 1 President Shahabuddin  and talked to the team members

and involved nine Test-playing

over telephone after receiving
and seven associate member

the message of victory.

Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina congratulated

"BNPm aking propaganda’
JS can be summoned
any time to discuss
CHT accord: PM

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh provide partial explanation of
Hasina yesterday blamed the ' the Constitution,” she said.
major opposition BNP for : The Prime Minister was ex-
“making prnpﬁanda" against changing views with newsmen
the peace accord on Chﬂtﬂgohn% yesterday afternoon at the lawn

a
ed

Hill Tracts and asserted t of Ganobhavan. She replied a

the accord has been si volley of questions from news-
within the framework o me}:? 2

the
Constitution. ' The
"The statements being made
claiming certain clauses of the
accord to be against the Consti-
tution are propaganda meant

“""’"“"*ﬂ%ﬁ--ﬁﬁ

'10-day

Prime Minister ex-

her firm belief that the
accord would put an end to the
insurgency in the hill regions
but hastened to add that she was

;Bﬁsy

, »
for confusing the people”, concerned at the current "wave Mela beglns
Hasina said. The eighteen rea-  of instigations" against the ac- . -
sons of BNP st the accord cord by certain quarters. 1n Chlttag On g

are "full of repetition and those

il

Page 12 Col 2

“Death of under-trial prisoner

Sonargaon thana attacked,

CHITTAGONG, Dec 7: A ten-
day Muktijuddher Bijoy Mela
(victory fair) an here at the
Outer Stadium and its adjoin-
ing areas today with a call for
:lp olding the spirits and ide-
s of the War of Independence,

Intellectual on December reports BSS.

14 and Victory Day on Decem- Members of the families of
ber 16. % i the mart alongwith dis-
- -mr*uﬁw-}&h— abled ters tnaugu--
meniber Amir Hussain u rated the mela by igniting the
was nominated to di the : 'victory flame'.

duties of NARAYANGANJ, Dec 7: A mm could not resist the The main attraction of the
Sheikh Hasina's visit to Iran | mob attacked the Sonargaon attack on the police sta- | mela is the function recalling

for attending the OIC summit.

JS committee on
Estimates meets

for first time
By Staff Correspondent

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Eyltlmllﬂ
met for the first time yesterday,
more than a year after its for-
mation,

The committee, constituted
on November 20 last year and
headed by Dr Mizanul Huq MP

of Awami League, had infor-

mally met once sometime last

However, only three mem-

bers of the 10-man was

sent at yesterday's meeting

ut none from BNP and Jatiya
Party were present.

Meanwhile, Dr Mizanul Huq

had created a lot of controversy

by Issuing dozens of notices to
various ministries and gov-
ermment establishments with-
out informing his coll on
the parliamentary body. He
used to ask for explanations
about various official activi-

ties. Following controversy, the
standing body members had re-
See Page 12 Col 1

Half-day hartal at

Rangamati today
RANGAMATI, Dec 7: District

All-Party Unity has called for
half-day in the hill town
tomorrow, UNB.

The 6 am to noon hartal was
called deman release of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
leader Jane Alam who was ar-
rested a clash in the har-

| tal hours y.

=
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in Pirojpur: 100 hurt

By Staff Correspondent

At least 130 le were in-

Lt;rcd in polls-related violence
tween the supporters of
chairman candidates in Piro-

jpur, T and Sira yes-
terday and the day n}‘:n j
them, 100 were in-

ured in Pirojpur, 10 in Tangail
ja?md 20 in Sli"a ganj.

Our St Correspondent
from Barisal reports: At least
100 peu‘:»lt: were injured in an
armed clash between the sup-
porters of two chairman candi-
dates at Swarupkati thana
headquarters of Pirojpur dis-
trict yesterday.

According to police and wit-
nesses, several hundred sup-
porters of Mahafuzur Rahman
and Shalfiqul Islam — two can-
didates for the post of chair-
manship of Swarupkati Union
— were locked In clash during
election cam at Noon.

Both the groups exchanged

fire and exploded bombs during
the clash.

The election of Swarupkati
Union parishad will be held on
Dec1l.

UNB adds: At least 10 people
were injured in a clash between
the Il:ﬂporlﬂl'l of two chairman
candidates at vill Dhasuria
of Sahadevpur union in Kali-
hati thana of Tangail Saturday.

Police arrested chairman
candidate of the union Sohrab
Hossain Bhulyan along with
his t tes.

Police also recovered a re-
volver from his on.

The other arrested are; Ab-
dul Mannan, Habil Uddin, Syad
Abu Azam, Akkel Ali, Nurul lIs-
lam, Zahed Hossain, Ganesh
Das and Badol Mia.

In Sirajganj, more than 20
people were injured, six of them
seriously, in a post-election vi-

See Page 12 Col 3

police station and some other tion.

heroic tales of the Liberation

offices in the thana complex Mazharul Islam Tuhin, a | War.
this afternoon protesting the Jubo League activist in Sonar- An album.and a cover depict-
death of an under-trial prisoner gaon, died at Narayanganj | ing political upheavals from

in the district jail.

Two motor vehicles were
also set on fire during the two-
hour rampage at TNO and other
thana-level administrative 'of-
fices starting from 3 pm. Ataur
Rahman, an employee at the
thana BRDB office, received in-
juries in his head during the
attacks.

Police fired at least seven
blank shots during the ram-

ospital on Saturday. He was
detained in the district jail in
June in connection with two
cases.
The mob attack came fol-
lowing a mourning procession
by some 2,000 le, carrying
Tuhin's body after the Janaza
was held at a local mosque.
The situation at the thana
complex came returned to

See Page 12 Col 4

1947 to 1971 on a vast canvas
has been put on display in the
mela premises.

Some 325 stalls have been
set up. Exhibition of the docu-
mentary on the Liberation War,
reception to the freedom fight-
ers, cultural functions, music
competitions for the children
and holding of the victory pro-
cession on the Victory Day (Dec

See Page 12 Col 1
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