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AMMAN, Jordan, Dec 6:
Jordan's King Hussein accused
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu on Friday of

demolishing” the peace with
the Palestinians, reports AP.

In a letter to Jordan's prime
minister, broadcast on state ra-
dio, the king said Netanyahu
seemed to want to plant "a fear
of peace in the Israeli society
instead of a serious drive to-
wards attaining it."

"It appears that there is a
continuous effort by the Israeli

me minister to demolish ...
sraeli-Palestinian accords and
to change the essence and facets
of the peace process," Hussein
said.

Hussein said peace would
remove "all the causes of fear”
while its absence threatens a
"certain coming catas he.”

These are times charac-
terised by uncertainty and con-
fusion, even bordering on ap-
prehension towards the quest of
a just and comprehensive
peace,” he said.

"Peace is not just signed pa-
pers, but rather a contract be-
tween generations for the build-

Iined Jordan's foreign !
The king's relations with Ne-
tanyahu have been strained by
the stalemate in the peace m—
cess, and were aggravated fur-
ther in September when lsraeli
agents botched an attempt to
assassinate a Muslim tant
e M s Sk it “sotal
e p is "to
support” n#:r the Palestinian
quest for an independent state
with the traditionally Arab east
Jerusalem as its :
He Pllﬂl to revive a
committee with the Palestini-
ans to assist them in negotia-
tions with Israel on issues such
as water and the status of
Palestinians displaced by the
1948 and 1967 Wars.
However, the king stressed
he wanted ties with Israel to
continue in line with the peace
treaty signed in 1994.
eanwhile, Hawkish cabi-
net minister Ariel Sharon said
Friday the Israel-Palestinian
m&a must be revised because
if carried out to the letter, they
would return Israel to its “inde-
fensible” pre-1967 borders.
- The former defence minister

ing of a more promising and made his point by taking re-
less threatening future.” porters to the Jewish settlement

In the letter, the king told of Peduel in the foothills of the
Prime Minister Abdul-Salam West Bank — from which Is-
Majali to pursue closer ties rael's entire coastal plain can
with the Palestinians and out- be seen, as though it were "in the
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President Vaclav Havel, right, meets Milos Zeman,
chairman of the main opposition Czech Social Democratic
Party (CSSD), left, in his residence at Lany Castle near
.|Prague on formation of a new government Friday. Under

certain conditions the Social Democrats are ready to

support a new government despite not being part of it,
Havel told journalists after their meeting. —AP/UNB photo

ngena:n attack on Cameroon forces:
Fresh fighting has broken out between Nigerian and
Cameroonian forces over the disputed Bakassi peninsula, the
Cameroonian weekly Aurore Plus reported Friday, AFP says
from Yaounde. .

“Violent fighting has taken place in Bakassi.," the weekly
which is close to the Cameroon government, reported, without
saying when or whether there were any casualties. The re
charged that Nigerian forces began hostilities on the oil rich
peninsula, where both countries have stationed troops. "Sol-
diers of the Nigerian Army reportedly made a surprise attack”
on Cameroonian Army positions Aurore Plus said.

57 drug traffickers held in US: us

agents arrested a total of 57 people this week in major
stings in California, Texas and North Carolina, successfully
. breaking up major drug trafficking rings, authorities said

Friday, reports from Washington.
Among those arrested were three top Mexican kingpins, the
Justice ent in a statement said. Reno said the 57 arrests

E-%E? early Thursday morning and ended in the middle of the

Fire claims 12 in Ecuador: A

series of explosions in a fireworks market set off an intense
blaze Friday in Ecuador's largest city, killing two small
children ten other people, AP reports from Guayaquil,
Witnesses sald the fire started when a box of firecrackers
exploded in a store in the La Bahia market, which spans three
blocks in downtown Guayaquil. Witnesses reported hearing five
more explosions. Firefighters pulled 12 bodies from the wreck-
€ and more than 30 people suffered burns and asphyxia from

Hfddmsc smoke from the fire that burned for two hours, police

» ] L L4
Colombian official kldnaggsd:
Suspected drug traffickers have kidnapped Preside to
Samper’'s nress secre and a radio reporter, a radio network
saild Friday, AP reports from Bogota.

Two Fa?'p]: describing themselves as members of "the Ex-
traditables” phoned the RCN network Friday to sa they were
hold the spokesman, William Parra, andy an RCN :
Luis Eduardo Maldonado, the network said. The two callers said
Parra and Maldonado were in good condition, adding that a
communique would be issued wi hours, it said.

- L] .
Ireland to amend constitution:
Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ahern has confirmed that Ireland
would change its constitution and drop a constitutional claim
to Northern Ireland in a bid to prnmu?e the Northern Ireland
pPeace process, Xinhua rts from London. -
Ahern was reported by Friday's Financial Times as sa
the newlr envisaged changes to Ireland's constitution "woul
et rid of absolute claims of sovereignty over Northern Ireland
both countries (Ireland and Britain).” Ahern promised that
Dublin government would consider to change the country's
constitution to enshrine the right of a majority of Northern Ire-
land to determine their future, the report said.
olls:

RNI wins 81 seats in Morocco P
Centre right parties have won a majority in indirect eléctions to
the 270-seat Chamber of Councillors, or Senate, according to
partial results szm yesterday, AFP reports from Rabat.

Of a total of 224 results for representatives of municipalities
and professional ﬁl‘oupﬂ, the centrist parties led by the RNI
(Rassemblement National des Inde[fengentu} of former prime
minister Ahmed Osman had garnered 81 seats ahead of the

Pertics Eort e Tk i ihe otitgaing majority — which won 09,

g Koutla coali ad won only 4
lcat:t::ut ::Jt::uil:flf o tzq? see their share It:gouated sligh whu]'ll
results were in for seats reserved
5 il re or representa of

of your hand,” the minis-

The West Bank overlooks Is-
rael's crowded coastal plain,
where most of the country's
population lives. Israel's three
main power stations, its only
5tﬂ'nltlnnll airport and most

its major cities can be
seen from Peduel — or e
else on the western slopes of the
West Bank hills.

Before lsrael captured the
West Bank in the 1967 Middle
East war, Israel was only seven
miles wide at its narrowest
point

The Palestinians want to
establish an independent state
in the West Bank and the Gaza
m and u;l:jﬂntlln that Israel

withdraw to its prewar
borders

Sharon's view do not neces-
sarily represent government
positions. However, he is the
oldest and most experienced
member of Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu's Cabinet,

and clearly has Netanyahu's
ear. Sharon, who is currently
infrastructures minister, met
this week with Netanyahu and
Israel's defense and forel
tI;.iél'i:tﬂ‘l to h::lﬂltr out Is-
r proposal a permanent
ace agreement with the
estinians.

Leghan terms recent crisis

PHNOM PENH, Dec 6: The
government expressed opti-
mism Saturday that the cre-
ation of an international fund
for the deactivation of anti-per-
sonnel landmines will help
Cambodia eradicate a deadly

lecllg. reports AP.

" "Cambodia will certainly
benefit from this,” said First
Prime Minister Huot upon
his return from Ottawa where
he attended the ng of a

~~1né areatiorof a Tund, (6 b

administered by the United Na-
tions, is to draw 350
million dollars in commit-
ments. Its formation was an-
nounced by the Canadian -
ernment, which itself p gd
70 million dollars, at the
e "

e are or 7
but also for technlcnlm-
tance,” said Ung Huot,
that individual countries
to benefit from the interna-
tional fund have not yet been
identified.

Two decades of war and lin-

civil unrest has turned

ambodia into one of the most

heavily mined countries in the
world.

As many as 300 people are
maimed or killed each month
from some of the estimated four
to six million mines in Cam-
bodian soil.

-

perceptions of natl interest’

ISLAMABAD, Dec 6: Former
President Farooq arl said
here Friday the recent constitu-
tional crisis that led to his res-
E::;? h:;:ﬂccted "a mﬂmct"

8 "perceptions of na-
tional interest” and those of
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif,

\:rli:é resigned Tues
Iﬂ. ot
day to sign a ref-
erence against Chief Justice
Sajjad Ali Shah as required
giuc Sharif government,

8 in response to a letter from
Sharif Thursday in which he
had offered to forget the past
bitternuum d:ll

ce in our -

ception of tlv:ﬂc at the EC;P'I-.;I'I:
of the recent crisis and the con-
sequent bitterness that
out rdatlomhl_p has no
any relevance”, Sharif in
his k:ttﬁr to - :

ari in 8 response
m';:g "You are t in Eying
that there was ﬂﬂf o t:ll
our perceptions issue
the centre of the recent crisis.”

He said he never harboured
any bitterness against anyone i |

during'these

mediate the recent conflict in
the supreme interest of the law
and institution,” Leghari said,
adding "my consideration of the
national interest i8 clearly dif-
ferent from yours.”

The former resident
pointed out that the recent
events that led to his -
tion "reflected a conflict be-

Yt iy bt i

tw:mcn our fundamentally dis-
similar perceptions atti-
tudes towards the law and con-
stitution, the concept of their
supremacy, and the need and
importance of stre ening
institutions of state ra than
pandering to the interest of the
person.” '

’No progress made

in *97 to resolve
E Timor dispute’

Timor said no was
made in 1997 in to re-
solve the long-running dispute

New Beanie Baby

doll named

after Diana

CHICAGO, Dec 6: What do
you get when you bring together
one of the United State's hottest
toys with one of the world's
most popular princesses?

Mayhem, predict some shop
owners. Each store in the
United States that carries Ty
Inc's Beanie Ba is ex-
pected to get just 12 of the
Eluple bears named for the late

ana, Princess of Wales. The
stuffed bears feature a white
embroidered rose and matching
le satin ribbon. ;ﬁom AP.
also said it donate
Brnﬂta from the Diana Beanie
aby to the memorial fund es-
tablist.cd by her family for her
charities.

Beanie Babies, which are
small fabric beanb dolls,
made their US debut 1994.
Sales have soared this year.

. whose Beanie Babies are
made in China, has limited
distribution of the toys so
severely that stores have run
out na de. There are about
124 characters on the market.

Every six months or so, a few
new Beanie Babies are "born.”
But 1lit:nrr ';111:'9: one, an gid.
one is . The co
st%d uction of % wy
— Beanie fans call them "ex-
tinct"— and those can be valu-

able to collectors.

TEHRAN, Dec 6: American
efforts to isolate Iran are

crumbling, eaten away the .

country's oil wealth and the
Muslim faith it lharﬂc: A:ith

tEEnme of Wamuuﬁlngmn'- clos-
est European are ignoring
its please not to do business
with Iran.

And Arab states that once
bought the US portrayal of

Tehran as a are sit-
down with Islamic Re-
mullahs this week.

The defections are leavin
Washington isolated in its at-

tempt to isolate Tehran, which

the Americans accuse of export-
ing terrorism and trying to ac-
uire nuclear weapons. Iran

the :
A meeting of leaders from
Muslim nations s Tues-
day in Tehran will "the

largest gathering of heads of
in 's history, both be-
fore and after the revolution,”
Iran's President Mohammad

Khatami said recently. "It

shows the power and stability

as

Robert Mugabe, the President of Zimbabwe and First Secretary of ZANU (PF) gives a
speech concerning the land acquisition programme during the third National People's
Conference at Mary Mount Teachers' College, in Mutare, Zimbabwe, Friday. Nearly 4
million hectares of commercial farm land, predominantly owned by white farmers, has been

identified to be re-allocated to black peasants.

Traq trying te shift attention

— AP/UNB photo

weapons to its plight of people

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 6:
With the help of the Russians
and French, Iraq is working to
shift attention away from its

weapons programme to the
plight of its people, who are

under seven years of
economic sanctions, reports

AP.

That stra could ha
a determined US effort to con-
tain Iragi President Saddam
Hussein and deny him nuclear,
biological and chemical

plll;'l has been ?1{ ey
cam the sanc-
tions. on | in 1990
after in Kuwait.
The United Nations has left the
sanctions in place to force him

to relinquish his weapons of
destruction

mass ;

Seven years later, Saddam
remains in power, and by some
assessments is stronger than
ever.

In September 1996, then-CIA
Director John Deutch told the
tha ltreuth;:!l weakening .

t Sad-
dam, the sanctions had caused

the infant death rate in to

umale-evmﬂlqm 1991./

ess of moral -

e e e S
own

as a p-c;m wea hw

mmgndumd
and more countries are
finding it politically untenable

Blasts kill 5 in 2 Indian trains

Kuki rebels ambush police

bus in Manipur: 8 killed

GUWAHATI, India, Dec 6: At

per
700,000-odd population, at-
tacked a police bus near a

'some 120 ldlomatmng (75 miles)

south of the state capital Im-

"The militants were hiding
on a hilltop,” he said. "As soon
as attacked, the driver lost
control of the bus and it skidded
off the road into a Ty

Jo?hwnr the outlawed
Kuki National Front p had
staged the ambush. He added
that manhunt had been
launchedvn the area, a frontier
region :
Ethnic and separatist vio-
lence in Manipur has claimed
some 2,000 lives over the past
50 years. The Kuki rebels have

been spearheading a hlood;

campaign for a tri

carved out of .
Many of India’'s seven north-

eastern states are plagued with

armed separatist :

Tens of thousands people

have died in the n since

Indimm:m'ndn‘}j:e 1947. .
AP : Simultaneous ex-

losions in two trains early
aturday in southern India
killed five people and injured
25 others, police said.
The first explosion took
in the rear car of a train at
ruchirappali Station 1{in
‘l‘a.rful Nadu state, police said.
n Erode, 125 (78
miles) northwest of Tiruchi-
rappali, an explosion aboard
the Cheran
and injured five others.
olice said there could be
more deaths, but details were
still sketchy.
Police in Madras, the state

capital, say the bombs went off

simultaneously and suspect
Muslim fundamentalists mark-
ing the fifth anniversary of the
demolition by Hindu funda-
mentalist of a mosque in
northern India that set off
Hindu-Muslim clashes around
the country.

of Iran."

The summit of the Organisa-
tion of the Islamic Conference,
grouping the world's Muslim
nations, is held every three

ears. To boost the meeting,

an's foreign minister -

ally l:leli:irered invita ht?nu to

and presidents. Iran ex-

officials from more than

0 cm}ntﬂu. mctluding 34
heads of government.

The most important guest
will be Saudi Arabia's Crown
Prince Abdullah, the highest-
ranking Saudi official to visit
Iran since the 1979 revolution
ousted the Western-oriented
shah.

Saudi Arabia is a staunch

US ally in the region and has
been Iran’'s flercest crit-
ics. But it shown si of
mnlnlg up, feeding Iran's
hopes for an Islamic axis be-
tween the two glants of the
Muslim world.
E pt..u;nnthﬁ“ strong
Am#m , Sen foreign
minister, Amr Moussa. t
could help Iran mend ties wi

desperation among Iraq's 22
millpi;rn people. : 2
Meanwhile, Washington is
losing the international p
relations battle over allocating
blame for the Ira
and the

suffering,
United
bly have to accept a fur-
of the sanctions.
y. the Security
Council agreed unanimously to
extend for another six months

p amme under which
Iraq can sell limited amounts

’Role of NATO

- not confined
to defending
’
mbl?nﬁfsrt}eactgsﬁ:
role of NATO is not confined to
member states, Sec-
neral Javier Solana
Friday during a visit

to the alliances southern Eu-
uﬂ“'m’" in Naples,

lﬁd A0

report pu

looseni
On Thur

reary G

rope h
reports
- However he decli
comment on a
- Thursday in the S
El Mundo which
NATO sub-
ters in Spain
capabl

the future
al headquar-
: dwnu}d have to be
e O ep up to
50,000 soldiers in rﬁh Al.%rica
if the need for a peacekeeping
operation arose there.

Solana said it was not his
habit to comment on NATO

business.

of oil to buy food and medicine

for its

lars.

But Washington and London

had to agree to look favourabl
on any recommendation by U

Secretary-General Kofi Annan
to raise the ceiling. Such a rec-
ommendation is expected next

month.

Du the debate,
the Unﬂlntgd Etzf:nn and Bﬂtﬂ:lﬂnyr
emphasised Iraqi responsibil-
ity for the humanitarian crisis.
: "It is 1lntulerablc that gm
raql people continue to suffer
l-::ljl:crpctult . French Ambas-
or

Alain ammet said.

France has n urging the
council to relax sanctions %Id-
aqi

ually as inspectors certify

compliance in specific weapons
systems, For starters, France

and Russia want the

to declare formally that Iraq
has destroyed its long-range
missiles and its nuclear pro-
gramme. The United States has -
refused, sa Iraq continues
to try to mislead inspectors by

hiding materials and data.

Diplomats who played a role
in the 1991 decision to retain
sanctions until Saddam dis-
‘mantled his weapons pro-
grammes admit they never ex-

Pected the embargo to last this
ong.

Express killed two

President Clinton announces in the
Garden Friday his appointees to the commission that will
make suggestions on keeping Medicare solvent as baby-
boomers retire. "I look forward to their proposals to keep
Medicare at the core of the American dream in the new
century,” Clinton said. At right is Franklin Raines, director

of the OMB. — AP/UNB photo

other Arab countries.

Iran is gloating over the
meeting's expected success, es-
pecially since it follows last
month's US-backed Mideast
economic summit in Qatar,
which fizzled when most Arab
countries stayed away to protest
Israel's ce.

The Islamic conference caps
an upbeat year for Iran, whose
fortunes turned in May with the

election of Khatami as presi-

dent. His soft-spoken manner
has helped reduce the e-
mlgg ?J{slrmthlti-n the

eUSc to iso-
late the Tehran reglw me.

After Turkey signed a 20 bil-
lion dollars natural gas deal
with Iran Jast year, Washington
sought to halt further break-
throughs for Tehran enact-
ing penalties fg;lnyu or for-

at invests more
tﬁhﬂm ion dollars in the
Islamic Republic.

But Iran broke out of the US

sanctions a month after

) tami took office in August.

French oil giant Total,

bt e, 8
‘*1.*‘. 5 e LT

with Russian

ers, si
billion dollars deal to develo
fields in Iran,
both France and the European
Union rejected US objections
and warned against punishing
Total.

Last month, Iran chalked up
another diplomatic victory
when European Union envoys
Tehran seven

called home

along

natural

returned
months after being

in a diplomatic flareup that be-
gan with a German court tied
political killings to Iran's lead-
ers

"Efforts of both sides for a
s resolution of the crisis is
clear proof that Iran needs Eu-
and Europe
per Iran News,
which often reflects the views of
the Iranian Fore

Asked about t
ropean support for the US isola-
ign. a State Depart-
ment official in Washington
said many European countries
Iranian behaviour is not
t it should bee But he ac-

needs Iran.”

Ministry.
lack of Eu-

tion cam

‘US isolated in its poﬁc§ of trying to humiliate Iran

knowled there are differ-
ences with Eu over how to
deal with the problem.

Javad Yarjani, an [ranian
Oil Ministry adviser, feels
Iran's strategic importance will
o :

‘Iran is the untﬁ coun in
the world which has borders
with the two most important
regions as far as the future
world's energy supplies are con-
cermmed. namely the Middle East
and the Persian Gulf on the one
hand and the Caspian Sea on
the other hand,” he said.

"Moreover, it is estimated
that the cost and time needed to
build a pipeline from Central
Asia through Iran will be one-
third of any other route.” Yar-
jani said at an oil conference in
Abu Dhabi last week.

Pressure also is building

within the United States to re-
sume business ties with Iran.
Last April, some 440 American
companies formed USA Engage
to lobby for lifting unilateral
US economic sanctions inst
Iran as well as Libya and Cuba

from

people.
US and British diplomats
fended off demands by France
and Russia to increase the
amount of oil Iraq can sell over
the next 180 days from its cur-
rent level of 2.14 billlon dol-

White House Rose

' Cambodia hopes | 1| SAARC to mark its
Jordan accuses Israel of | 7.t B . skt |~ 12th Charter Day

KATHMANDU, Dec 6: The
South Asian Association for
RcElunaj Cooperation (SAARC)
will celebrate its 12th Charter
Day on December 8, said a press
release issued yesterday by the
Kathmandu-based SN&H: Sec-
retariat, Xinhua.

The was established
on December B, 1985 with the
signing of its charter by the
heads of state or government
from Bangladesh, Bhutan, In-
dia. the Maldives, Nepal. Pak-
istan and Sri Lanka.

Since its establishment, the
SAARC has taken a number of
significant steps to expand the
areas of cooperation including
socio-economic and poverty
eradication which are utmost
relevant to the member coun-
tries, the press release said.

Other issues of the SAARC
agenda include matters
to children, women and -

vantaged groups of society, the

The most significant

achievement of the in
recent years is the tional-
isation of the Preferen-

tial Trading Arrangement
(SAPTA) in December 1995,

George Carey in Pakistan
Archbishop calls
for Christian,

Muslim unity

ISLAMABAD, Dec 6: The
Archbishop of Canterbury
George Carey had made a plea
for greater unity and under-
standing between Muslims and
Christians while on a visit to
Islamic Pakistan, AP.

In a htoP tan's Is-
lamic niv:rnlt% the arch-
bishop called for "mutual

of religions” and warned
against h behind ted
and often h calls for tol-
erance, the i dent news-

paper The News reported Satur-

"l wish for better under-
standing and peace among
Muslims and Christians,” The
News quoted Carey as

Carey arrived in Pakis
on Thursday on a four visit
{Iu this mle cmmtrzr of 140 mil-

on people, many of whom can
neither read nor write.

Carey has been with
Pakistan's minority Christian
communities in t eastern
Punjab capital of Lahore, in the
federal capital of Islamabad
and on Saturday was in the
rugged frontier capital of Pe-
shawar.

Harassment lawsuit

.|.. . Judge denies

lawyers” effort
‘to help Clinton

LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas,
Dec 6: A federal | Friday
rejected an effort by ea:%:é
lawyers to come to the aid
President Bill Clinton in the
sexual harassment lawsuit field
against him % Paula Corbin
Jones, report AP.

The la 8 claimed in a
November 20 filing that Mrs
Jones was {ll trying to
manipulate the court to
extract an apology from Clin-

E'am:he court” hr;.i'
favourable to the

In rejecting their uUs
B s e o
t L]
"does not inform this court of
matters or of which
it is not aware."”
Russel Hunt, a former FBI

agent turned attorney who
resented the .uldlul:';

diuappolntnds:lm judge's ac-
tion

"I would be s sed if
lawyers for Clinton not in-
Cco ate some of the 15

in our brief,” he ;

In her 700,000 dirs lawsuit,

she was a state employee.

Confee on AIDS,
STDS to begin in
Africa today

ABIDJAN, Dec 6: More than
3.000 researchers, doctors,

and people li with
HIV are

expected to e u
matthelﬂthintunnﬂmj

conference on AIDS and sexu-
ally transmitted diseases
[S’I;JS

) in Africa, which
in Africa

Henri nan Bedie of Ivory
Coast and Jacques Chirac of
France.

Chirac has said he wants to
"Help make the international
mnuntllt‘}r mdl active in the
tragedy this disease represents
for the people of Alfrica.

During his lightening visit
to Ivory Coast, he is to
emphasise the need to fight
what is a two-speed virus.

More than 90 per cent of
people infected with HIV live in
developing countries and,
thanks to anti-viral drugs. the
spread of AIDS is slowing in in-
dustrialised countries.

Of the 30 million HIV posi-
tive le in the world, 20.8
million live in Sub-Saharan
Africa and 7.4 per cent of
Africans aged between 15 and
49 carry the virus, to
the latest res published
UNAIDS. the United Nations

cmrdinlua body in the fight

against Al "y
Until December 11, hundreds

of debates. conferences and
seminars will look at a wide
range of themes. such as
"cultural obstacle in the t
against AIDS and STDS®,
"African solidarity and AIDS.
'Pnpul.tinn movements and

! HIV/AIDS -



