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Indian political p artles' Taliban claim advance over
- Masood forces in Takhar

kick off campaigns .

for early elections

ISLAMABAD, Dec 5: The
Taliban militia today claimed
their first significant advance
in six months after heavy fight-

Afghan government comman-

der, the spokesman said.
He give no details of Taliban
losses,

The Daily Star 13

weapons and long-range can-
gnn firing was also heard to-
ay

Western sources in Kabul
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Bangladesh seeks nationality proof
of children rescued in Delhi

NEW DELHI, Dec 5: The

Bangladesh government has

asked for documentary proof
that children "rescued” by In-
dian police from becoming

proof that can establish their
identity.

The Delhi High Court, which
has been’ h:aring a public inter-

est litigation seeking transter
of the children from Tihar Jail
to a welfare home, has directed
the police to ascertain the chil-
dren's nationality.
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Students dressed as Santa Clauses pose for a group photo

in Berlin Thursday. The students, who are trying

to make

some extra money, were meeting at a Berlin University to
receive final instructions for the Christmas season.
Banner in background reads "Dear Santa Claus, Make it
happen that can go to university.” Students have been
protesting for a month against bad conditions at German

— AP/UNB photo

HR group blasts US for
blocking efforts to ban
anti-personnel mines

WASHINGTON, Dec 5: As-
sailing US "arrogance.” a lead-
ing human rights group accused
the Clintﬂ;lf %?muéum :'-;1

obal ef-
forts to ban anti-personnel

mines and use of children as
soldiers, reports AP.

Human ts Watch. a New
York-based private group also
said the United States has

;mght to emasculate ﬁmpm
create a permanent. indepen-
dent criminal court to prosecute
crimes t humanity.

And it took European coun-
tries to task for not more
persistent against human
rights abuses in China.

It is time for the interna-
tional community to stop in-
dulging this obstructionist be-
haviour,” the group said in its
annmual r

"If the US guvernment per-
sists in its dismissive posture
toward international human
rights law, the international
community should simply
leave the United States behind.”

State Department
spokesman James P. Rubin re-
Jected the suggestion that the
United States is a human rights

Hﬂnktfrmlookmnd

the world and you ask the peo-
ple of the world which nation
;hcybuktuutgcth:heamnfnr
uman mocracy and
nﬁlu:rr. is no Eﬁﬂﬂn
ﬂmmwmﬂdhetheﬂmtcd
States.”

On land mines, the report
::i;:l“nd the Urutcfh States for
u to join with other
:rnn;n;gts iﬁi the ° gnf:ﬂ‘
itary inconvenience of aban-
land mines in the inter-
est of a stro international
norm that curtail their
humanitarian cost.”

The United States has said it
could sign a land mine treaty
only if exemptions were made
to J)rntcct its troops in Korea

allow continued use of its
anti-tank munitions.
nse to a question on Thurs-
ay, Rubin said the United
States s s more money and
effort than all nations com-
bined on efforts.

The critique by Human
Rights Watch came as represen-
tatives of 125 nations, assem-
bled in Ottawa, were signing a
treaty to ban anti-personnel
mines. The United States is at-
tending the ceremony as an ob-
SETVerT.
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ISLAMABAD, Dec 5: Pak-
istan will seek renewed support
for Kashmiri :cfmrlu-u :md
lead for re sing the Tal-
ban militia, durlng next week's
summit of the Organisation of
the Islamic Conference (OIC),
observers here said, reports
AFP.
Support for the Kashmiri
militants has been obtained in
advance of the December 9-11
summit meeting in Tehran,
diplomatic sources said, hut
ng the issue of recogn n1
the current regime in th
fails to re on the agenda.
The OIC has always backed
Islamabad’s stand on l(nhmlr
ﬂ]lnag for a plebiscite under
the United Nations' auspices.
New Delhi, which controls two-
thirds of Kashmir, has rejected
the demand, considering the
Himalayan state to be an inte-
gral part of India.
Pakistan, which controls
the remaining third of the Mus-
lim majority state, has fought

two wars over the territory with

India since the two countries

ains ind ndence from
in 1947.
Traditionally, every OIC

summit has adopted a unani-
mous resolution voicing sup-
port for the Kashmir sepa-
ratists.

Observes said such unanim-
ity will however be sorely
lacking for an oath of Islam-
abad's diplomatic concerns,
namely the question of recogni-
tion for the Taliban militia

wl'ﬂchtnok!{nhulm&ptunhu‘

Plh!ltln is seen as the main
backer of the Islamic funda-
mentalist militia which now
controls more than two-thirds
of tan, the rest held
a fragmented opposition al-
Hance based in the north of the

country.

"In December 1996, in In-
donesia OIC a 'vacaht
seat’ policy for stan and
there Is no reason for ¢
it duri the next summit
which is ng hosted by the
fiercest opponents of the Tal-

UNSC renews
oil-for-food
deal with Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 5:
The UN Security Council on
Thursday renewed for six
:‘ndctrll.llllhl nguni:‘:r -food deal

raq, t a possi-
ble expansion of the humani-
tarian scheme, reportl AFP.

The 15-member Security
Council, expressing concern
about the nutritional and
health situation in Iraq. unan-
imously adopted Resolution
1143, which provides for the
third phase of the humanitar-
ian arr nt to come into
effect at 1 GMT today.

'OIC support for Kashmiris

iban, one d!lglomat here said.
Jn i‘mw_lﬂll_t; mth is the
main sup e Afghan
tion alliance and sees the
iban as fundamentalist

Sunnis, Tehran also considers

the current regime in Kabul as a
tool in the hands of the United
States to isolate Iran.
Moreover, the observers
ted out, Islamabad is sorely
king in su for its stand
on the Tali as only two

other countries apart from Pak-
istan recognise the current
regime in Kabul, Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates.
Many other OIC members
states, especially
Soviet Central Allan “gﬁl
back the depo pre
Burhlnuddm thhll.'ll while
others are neutral.
Nevertheless, Iran and Pak-
istan will table a joint resolu-
tion at the Tehran summit call-
ing for a cease-fire and broad-
based government in
Afghanistan, the Ilranian am-
bassador here said Th
Mehdi Akhundzadeh told
reporters the resolution would
also call for a ban on arms su

plies to the w sides
Afghanistan and urge the in-
ternational comm to help
Afghans curb the drug trade.

Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister

visited Islamabad last month
for talks with the Pakistani
government, which centred on
coordinating peace efforts in
Afghanistan.

WASHINGTON. Dec 5: The
Pathfinder robot uncovered ev-
idence that Mars was once
warm, moist and more like

Earth than its forbidding sur-

face t now su . All of
this is "a shot in the arm for the
possibility of find evidence
of life” on lhc Red . Says
one researcher, AP.
"The body of evidence re-
turned by Pathfinder are sug-

estive that conditions had
conducive for the forma-
tion of life early in Mars' his-
tory.” said Matt P. Golombek, a
Pathfinder mission scientist
and lead t;-.;thur of a research
report in journal Science.
Golombek said that several
lines of evidence has produced a
strong consensus among scien-
tists that Pathfinder landed
July 4 on a Martian plain that
was sculpted by liquid water
past billions of
years and that such water
proves the planet once was a
warmer, more life-friendly

place.

ugh Pathfinder and its
fajthful wheeled rover, So-

journer, found no definite evi-

dence of life, the report in Sci-
ence said the s studies

consistent with a wa-
ter-rich planet that may BE
more Emh like than previ-
ously recognised. with a
warmer and wetter past in
which liquid water was stable
and th: atmosphere was
thicker.”

Finding evidence of "liquid
water,” a termn used by scientists
to differentiate from water in
other forms H:::ju under vari-
Ous pressures temperatures,
"Is a shot in the arm for the

possibility of finding evidence
of life,” said . "If there
was no I water, then there

would be no need to search for
life on Mars.”

“There's nothing we found
that would pr:clude life on
early Mars," said John T.
Schofield of the Jet Ision
Laboratory, the California In-

Mars was once warm, mowt
and more like Earth

stitute of Technol agency
that controlled Pathiinder for
NASA.

iy s sy g sy -
water s of years ago,
coné¢eivable that there could
have been life,” said H J Moore

of the US Geological Survey,
one of the princt researches

with lﬁﬁh—

tu:mkuthatnpﬂ

Liquid water would m
that Mars' was much wafrther
than the minus 100 degree tem-
gerltur:: experienced by

athfinder, the researchers say
in Science. This, in turn, means
that the atmosphere on Mars
was then much thicker than it
now, the researchers say.

Moore said that Sojourner,
the small wheeled rover that
roamed for more than 170 feet
around the landing site, found a
ntumber of rocks that bear a
stron
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a hung parliament

NEW DELHI, Dec 5: India's
president ended two weeks of
al suspense by disband-
the lower house of parlia-
ment on Thursday and o
elections that tical analysts
hu]r nr:ee again return a
ung parliament, reports
Reuter. es

Frcuidant Ivndﬂl‘:chcr”
Narayanan disso the
fractured lower house n?adly
lilament after Prime Minister
Inder Kumar Gujral's 15-party
United Front coalition recom-
mended this.

Gu :ﬂ B t#:g:rnm:nt re-

er ongress P
cut off vital su heeauuatli'jtey
coalition refused to drop an ally
named by an independent
into former premier
Gandhi's killing.

GVG Krishanamurthy, one of
three members of the Indepen-
dent Election Commission, told
reporters that general elections
could be held between the third
week of February and the first
week of March.

The three ps — the
United Front F] comprising
communists, free-marketeers

and nal parties, the cen-
trist Congress and the right-
wing indu nationalist

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) —
blamed each other for forcing
elections more than three years
ahead of schedule.

"An unwanted election has
been forced on the unwilling

g:o];n ;

nation by the Congress Party,

said Jaipal Reddy, spokesman
for the ousted United Front
coalition.

Venkaiah Naidu, Secretary
General of the BJP, which is
widely tipped to gain at the

{.tolll said: "The Congress and
he UF will be held responsible
for this.”

The BJP immediately set
about trying to woo the Mus-
lims, an estimated 120 million
minority in India who mostly

20 executed

in China
BEIJING, Dec 5: A prostitute
who clubbed a client to death,
heroin traffickers, murderers.
thieves and a rapist were among
20 people put to death by firing
ads after-a u-t:ntcntin rally
in south China, an official
:Pmpaper said Friday, reports

The group were executed
;Ihull_'!:day in en, border-
ng fong after sentencing

the city's Intermediate Peo-

's Court, the Shenzhen Spe-
cial Zone Daily reported. .

“They had to die for their
many evils." said the heacl!ine
in EIT;IE state-run

€ report gave lew
about their cﬂm

dctaﬂs

accuse the p of t to im-
pose Hindu cultural values and
religious beliefs on them.

P leaders told a conven-
tion of young Muslims that the
Congress Party was responsible
for encouraging religious divi-
sions,

Political analysts said the
elections might still not give
India a stable government.
"This whole thing is unneces-
sary. At the end of the election,
you might have pretty much the
same combination in power.,"
said Pran Chopra, a political
analyst at the centre fur policy
research.

The fractious United Front

“went down united while the

crumbling Congress looked set
for soul-searching.

“The Congress thought it
played an ace, but it _may well
turn out to be a joker,” said Ma-
hesh Rangarajan of the centre
for contemporary studies.

Initially Congress demanded
that the report of the inquiry
into Rajiv's murder must be re-
leased in parliament, then in-
sisted that the regional Dravida
Munnetra Kazagham Party
named in the probe must be
dro fmm the coalition.

did not bargain
for thin an election was never
on the agenda..,

" said Rangara-
jan.

Fears of another hung par-
liament dominated the politi-
cal landscape

‘h‘tﬁlﬂﬂ‘-ﬁ}? TR

Iranian women ;I.JF at the grave of a soldier who died during the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war at

thousands of Iran's fighters are buried Thursday. The
to start December 9 in Tehran.

— AP/UNB photg



