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A Place 1n
the Sun

by Kabir Chowdhury

ith his (the freedom fighter's)
inexhaustible will power, this real symbol
of the resurgence of Bengal will eventually
give his country a place in the sun."

M Ali's "After the Dark
S Night" is definitely a book
much above the level of
ordinary journalistic writing.
Based on frank :::;mgﬁlmlu
with im ant n
and uutaidepnn thcm rnment of
sh as well as with or-

dinary citizens of the land
whom the author came across
at the or elsewhere most
informally, the book is the
product of his rsonal re-
search. motivated both by his
journalistic interest and his pa-
triotic ardour, more by the lat-
ter, | think. The author's canvas
with to time is not large.
1 fact, it is quite small, a period
of a year or so after the emer-
adesh as a
republic.
period. however, was a very
t one in the country's
history, full of complex cur-
rents cross-currents, eddies and
whirlpools in political, eco-
nomic and fields of crucial sig-
nificance. The author examines
vital issues in this rather
volume nfmnnly two h:;i

dred with an

RS T

by S M et th
. among oth-
:‘YI. such difficult and sensitive

even in today's context. For ex-
ample, he regretfully mentions
that very little attention has
been paid to bringing about a
ualitative c in the role of
the political parties in
Bangladesh. Neither the party
in power nor the opposition has
succeeded in creating a new
mould for politics in the new
republic. Ali observed this in
1972. Even after 22 years, in
1994, the situation, unfortu-
nately, is much the same.

Aﬁ*u book has a subtitle:
"Problems of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.” Indeed, there were
problems galore. How was one

to deal justly and satis-
actorily with the question of
collaborators, especially with
those in the government service
who had allegedly assisted the
Pakistani occupation authori-
ties? How was one to dispose of
the cases of the officers had
served the provisional govern-
ment of Bangladesh in Cal-

cutta? How was one to create the
Civil Serrvice of Bangladesh

with a new sense of purpose?
How could the question of
abandoned be resolved
with justice and equity? How
could the government improve
the economic conditions of the
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Tribute to
SM Ali

On the Occasion
of His
69th Birthday

The Man Who Gave a New
Life to Our Journalism

was only within four years
qu his return to Bangladesh,
1989, after an absence of
ne three decades, that S. M.
Ali died, in October '93. But
within this short period, he
gave a new life to journalism in
El:;;l B;:]:;untry. especially to
ournalism.
As anﬂﬁzr‘%tﬂ)mt of the long
period of milit and quasi-
military dictatorships since '75,
i “tﬂc““““.gd““n""ofium,f“""“
under s
rule du bﬁc akistani days,
our journalism had lost almost
?ll ) ettl:hndepg:;::i:. . rnllt
ree and i t =
ismn was all about. mj::h our

journalismm had made signifi-
cant contribution in our indée-

ones as the recovery of arms
from the intrepid [reedom
- fighters just returned from the
war fronts, need for political
cohesiveness in war rav
Bangladesh, tightening of civil
administration, aulana
Bhasani's politics. nationali-
sation programme of the gov-
ernment, rural development,
Indo-Bangladesh and Sino-
Bangladesh relations, and the
character and contents of Ben-
ali nationalism. S M Ali
alked with Sheikh Mujib,
Tajuddin Ahmed, Abdus
Samad., Maulana Bhasani,
Muzaffar Ahmed, Badruddin
Umar, a number of civil ser-
vants, planning commission
officials, foreign diplomats,
businessmen of Bangladesh,
both Bengali and non- ;
and a host of other individuals,
and arrived at his conclusions
in the light of his own findings.
Incidentally, S M Ali in his
book has given us charmi
pictures ol some individuals. In
portrayal of Sheikh Mujib I
think he has succeeded in pre-
senting his subject in proper
perspective, highlighting
Bangabandhu's great love for
his country and his people, his
strong common sense, the gen-
erosity of his heart as well as
his limitations and his
predicament in newly indepen-
dent Bangladesh where a drift
toward violence was being in-
creasingly linked to political
divisinenses. Ali's assessment
of the di uishing features of
Sheikh Mujib's career as the
latter's indomitable courage,
his continuous reliance on his
own mass support and his fre-
quent use of agitational politics
as an instrument to achieve his
objective is essentially correct.
However, All also refers to the
Sheikh's domineering person-
ality and his impatience of crit-
icism, his obvious disdain of all
forms of collective leadership,
although he adds that over the
years the Sheikh had mellowed
a great deal, though perhaps
more as a man than as a politi-
cian. In this context S M Ali
refers to the humane treatment
Sheikh Mujib meted out to
Shah Azizur Rahman and his
family and to Syed Badruddin.
the non-Bengali editor of the
Muslim League newspaper the
"Morning News " "After the
Dark Night" makes highly in-
leresting reading, for me at
least, for such episodes and for
such observations as the fol-
lowing: "Like many other
strong men before him includ-
ing Sukarno and Nkrumas.
Sheikh Muﬁh is very much
alone and, therefore very much
vulnerable_ "
S M Ali makes some very
rceptive comments in his
k which are perfectly valid

masses and contain their grow-
ing discontent? And there were

more, real problems facing
Sheikh Mujib.
The author goes into other

issues, too. He feels that In the
nationalisation measures the
Sheikh’'s government went too
far ahead without due prepara-
tion in the formulation of its
policies. In his judgement, the

overnment instead of being
gogg:d down with the owner-
ship of the means of uction
at that stage should have given
more time and more resources
to the distribution of essential
commodities based on a ratio-
nal consumption planning at a
national level. Again. in the
context of political activities,
he feels that if Bangladesh is to
survive as a democracy politi-
cal groups even with marginal
influence should play a tive
role in protecting the rights of

men and the sanctity of their
institutions.

S M Ali's treatment of his
subject in “After the Dark
Night" is straightforward and
lucid. One may not agree with
all his ses, but his sincer-
ity of l_[lnurpou is beyond ques-
tionn. He belonged to no coterie
and had no axe to d. Unde-
niably a political k, "After
the Dark Night" is interspersed
with r episodes and in-
timate personal touches. In the
preface of his book the author
suggests that it is about the pre-
sent and future of B esh
and not about its past. This is
borne out by the way he brings
his book to a close. He refers to
a freedom fighter with a black
patch on one eye whom he met
at the Dhaka airport. He had
wistfully asked a question
about the future of B esh:
"Do you think we have a
chance?" After one year the

uestion came back to the au-
thor's mind and he concludes
his book by suggesting that the
answer to the question asked by
the freedom fighter lies in his
Very presence inside
Bangladesh. In the words of S M
Ali: "With his (the freedom
fighter's) inexhaustible will
power, this real symbol of the
resurgence of Bengal will even-
tually give his country a place
in the sun.”

I, too, share the same opti-
mistic faith with S M Ali who
died in October 1993, all too
suddenly. He worked at home
and abroad for about four
decades as a distinguished
journalists. winning the love,
respect and admiration of all he
came in contact with. profes-
sionally or otherwise “After
the Dark Night" along with his
other contributions will keep

his memory ever fresh in our
mind.

late '§0s, ~yet it |

turity, professionalism and
more importantly, the objectiv-
ity of a press for
the democratic functioning of

an | t state,

Advocacy journalism must
be replaced by "Watch Dog"
journalism, was his main mes-
sage. Through the founding of

The Daily Star in January '9]

ndence struggle arid in the
- movement of tThé
the may

by Mahfuz Anam

"Being a journalist is a public trust and never forget it," he once told me. Credibility, he said was the
life blood of journalism, and credibility was the other name for public trust that one gains over
time through objective journalism.

Mr. S. M. Ali showed us what
he meant. His first effort was to
create a new sense of mission in
all those who had gathered
around him in his new venture.
The "mission” was to be objec-
tive, independent and respon-
sible journalism. But how does
one attain ob ty? Is it at all
ssible? "It may not be possi-

le to be 100 per cent objective,
but we must never give up try-
ing” was his constant reply. If
we keep the "objectivity” goal in
mind and at it
then we will get closer and
closer to it, he would say.
Checking and re-checking of
facts, going to multiple sources
an information, gather-

to
i m licity of vi '
ing Buliglicity of views. ad

%ﬁ at thé same story’
anglés was some of the

mtw pegk; "opjectiyityy he

Not allowing
views to cloud our professional
work was another issue that S.
M. Ali would never tire of re-
minding us about. Having a
strong political tradition made
each of us — journalists — ’ﬁlo-
litically very opinionated. This
very often, without ourselves

our rsonal

being aware of it, made our
views and our writings tilted
towards one side or the other.
This was some that wor-
ried Ali a lot. "Being a journal-
ist is a public trust and never
forget it.,” he once told me.
Credibility, he said was the life
blood of journalism, and
credibility was the other name
for public trust that one gains
over time through objective

Divisiveness in our socie
was something that bothe
him a lot. He saw how journal-
ists themselves were cted by
this malaise. "How can the
public trust you if they sense
that what you are telling them

s Dased thaft on your prejucict

-team built by

no avail.

We, in The Star. have
tried, within our limited capaci-
ties — this writer's being the
most limited — to uphold the
teachings of our founder editor.
To the extent that this paper
has flourished since his pass-
ing. the credit is entirely due to
his initial leadership and the
him during the
starting
that this paper has failed to live
up to our readers’ expectation.
it is due to our failure to carry
out the teachings of our ex-
traordinary founder.

In commemorating the 69th
birthday of S. M. Ali, we

gmudiy say that his ce in
mﬂﬁa‘%’;‘ life fo

s counlry,

—‘HHTW'EIE‘ days as edi-
tor of this paper, he tried his
best to the gap between
our two lea
Repeatedly, through his own
writings. and through our edi-
tunalr;g. and on the econ-
omy. he tried to impress upon
our political leadership, espe-
cially the two ladies, the folly of
their confrontational politics.
But, as we regrettably know, to

INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER DAY

Charity Begins at Heart

SDOM says one should

come forward with one's

head up and a
consecrated heart to help others
— whoever is in distress: from
an individual to a community
and at national or
international levels.

Keeping this ideal in per-
spective, the United Nations
General Assembly, in 1985, des-
ignated December 5 for an an-
nual celebration by communi-
ties, peoples and governments
of all that is achieved through
voluntary efforts of volunteers
around the world.

And by now, International
Volunteer Day (IVD) has already
been marked in more than half
the countries of the world
Bangladesh, in this respect, is
no exception, because it is a
country that needs all the vol-
untary works what one indi-
vidual. one organisation or the
international community as a
whole can offer.

The UN volunteers pro-
gramme, in general, acts as in-
ternational focal point for Vol-
unteers Day and supplies some
basic promotional material, di-
rectly or through the national
sources like environmental
clean-ups, prize for volunteers
efforts, street parades. sports
events, poster competitions,
blood donations, street theatre,
repainting community build-
ings. gifts to hospitals or
schools., conferences and de-
bates. fund-raising drives.
stamp issues, concerts dances
and traditional ceremonies etc.

Volunteerism in Bangladesh
has almost always been prac-
ticed by the charity and non-
governmental organisations,
perhaps, more than the gov-
ernment agencies. For example,
International Voluntary Ser-
vices (IVS) — a private non-
profit and independent organi-
salion founded in the US in
1953 — started its operation in

by Ekram Kabir

Bangladesh immediately after
its War of Independence.

It recognises the need for ba-
sic training in the key areas of
food production, marketing,
cooperative development, small
enterprise development, re-
source conservation, health-
care and income generation.
IVS does not organise, nor does
not manage its own projects.
Project initiative and manage-
ment remain the responsibility
of the local organisation. Local
people have requested. need and
want help in solving the prob-

lems of their choosing.

They are people with
particular skills,
motivated to share
some of their valuable
time with other people
with corresponding
needs and com-

plementary skills.

IVS provides assistance
through workshops, demon-
strations and on-the-job
training. Working together as
international partners, people
can pinpoint the causes of their
problems, come up with possi-
ble solutions and work in ways
which result in change. The col-
lective, rather than individual,
action of educated and trained
community members is a pow-
erful force for change and
growth

IVS has been working in

Bangladesh since 1972 as a sup-

port organisation. It has pro-
vided 24 years of innovative
services to the development of
Bangladesh, particularly in the
promotion and strengthening
of NGO community. IVS seeks to
improve the quality of life of
the disadvantaged through the
transfer of skills and technol-
ogy while iInforming the
strengths and capacities of lo-
cal groups. Through the techni-
cal assistance, I[VS has been
playing an increasingly signifi-
cant role in the development of
emerging NGOs. IVS also helps
people and their organisations
to obtain the skills and re-
sources necessary in solving
their own problems. IVS does
this through technical training
and the transfer of skills, lead-
ership development and man-
agement training.

It believes that the concept of
"volunteerism” denotes a frame
of mind more than a level of
skill or earning capacity. IVS
volunteers are not amateurs,
nor are they necessarily techni-
cians. They are people with
particular skills, motivated to
share some of their valuable
time with other people with
corresponding needs and com-
plementary skills. In this con-
text, IVS believes that the trans-
fer of skills through training is
a vital element for individual
and community empowerment
in the effort to combat poverty,
hunger and inequality.

However, when one thinks of
‘'volunteerism’, its gestures of
goodwill, help and encourage-
ment, it really makes the world
go round, especially when so
much news is sad and bad here
in Bangladesh. International
Volunteer Day is worth cele-
brating, as helping each other is
part of tradition of every socl-
ety and civilisation. [t brings
out the very best of men and
women, and with it, some in-
spirational stories.

political parties.

P
example were emulated by oth-
ers resulting in an all round
improvement of both the people
and of the institutions in print
media.

We most proudly remember
our founder and pledge, once
again, to rededicate ourselves to
being better journalist in the
boldest and the most ethical
sense of the term.

years. And to the extent

presen
1989 to 1993’
ourhalism ir
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Remémbering
S M Al

by Chanchal Sarkar

S M Ali belonged to that set which included
our collective guru Tarzie Vittachi, Amitabha
Choudhury whose journalistic instincts were
probably sharper than any of us Denzil Peiris,
Victor Anant, Alan Chalkley, Masaki Kasagi,

Chayong Chavalit, Kim Kyu

Whan and some others.

N S M Ali's lifetime news-
pering in South and South
ast Asia changed visibly,
Before the sixties and fifties
there were journalists from the
subcontinent (including Ceylon,
now Sri Lanka) scattered over
most of the good Eapers in the
:eginn but few of them were edi-
ors.

S M Ali broke that mould
when he become editor of the
Bangkok Post which has again
changed radically now and car-
ries very few regional by-lines.
Ali, on the other hand, encour-
aged journalists from the sub-
continent to write. 1 would like
to think that some of the credit
for this goes to the Press Foun-
dation of Asia which gathered
roundtables in the r:%inn many
distinguished journalists from
the Indian sub-continent and
from the rest of Asia. Their
meetings in programmes all
over the region brought about
an Asian feeling so much so
that some of us involved in
those programmes in Malaysia,
Singapore, Hong Kong. South
Korea, Thailand, the Philip-

ines and Indonesia felt we be-
onged to all those countries
and didn't feel out of place in
any of them.

S M Ali belonged to that set
which included our collective
guru Tarzie Vittachi, Amitabha
Choudhury whose journalistic
instincts were probably sharper
than any of us Denzil Peiris,
Victor Anant, Alan Chalkley,
Masaki Kasa}gi. Chayon
Chavalit, Kim Kyu Whan an
some others.

When he moved to the Press
Foundation of Asia it was to a
body which had been through a
very difficult time and was
about to break out of the stocks
into which the Marcos regime
had put it. There had been an ef-
fort to diversify and start up in
other countries but there was a
shortage of funds. S M Ali
helped to tide over PFA's diffi-
cult days — his attractive smile

worked 'wdfidérs — before he
Qs its \represen-

joined B
tative in South East Asia.

! UNESCO was good for him
but his mind was set on some-
thing that had been his ulti-
mate dream — a newspaper in
Dhaka which he would edit.
When it began he didn't have too
much time left but S M Ali put
his atam[]: on the paper and a
whole school of new journalists
were trained at The Dail
He was not simply the

Star.
ditor,

= 1*TFhe cigar

he was an inspiration to those
who wrote. His conferences
brought in the several sides of
his paper and of course he wrote
a good deal himself.

Throughout his moves he
kept his writing ligaments flex-
ible and he was his usual very
versatile writer doing edits,
columns and lighter writing.
This was a great boost and
morale-raiser to the young.
Those of us who visited him in
Dhaka found the atmosphere in
the paper very warm and wel-
coming.

We all hoped that is last
phase The Daily Star phase,
would continue for long and
that S M Ali would grow from
strength to strength. Unfortu-
nately that was not to be but out
of his experience and difficul-
ties there should emerge a paper
of which he would have been
proud,

| like to think of S M Ali as
art of a movement sparked off
y Tarzie all whose disciples
were his friends and friends
among themselves. It was al-
most like a revolutionary
movement in a sense set by
Sarat Chandra Chatterjee in
Pather Dabi. We met in Manila,
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur,
Bangkok, Jakarta (rather less
there) Seoul, Tokyo, Hong Kong,
Calcutta, Delhi, Keralal and
Colombo (Pakistan, East and
West, were on the periphery of-
ficially not encouraging but the
journalists there were full of
sympathy and friendship).
Convivial people as we were we
have a lot of fun and were got to
the point where political fron-
tiers ceased to have much
meaning.

More than some of us S M
Ali was even more of an Asian
because he did long spells in
Hong Kong, B ok, Sln%-ilpure
and Manila. And that is how |
remember his face in which the
eyes would close Chinese
fashion when he smiled and his
eternal companjon. =
bwéldd fovever
be smoking between His er.
His last stretch in The Star
must have been among the most
satisfying where he had some-
thing to fashion out of potter's
clay on his wheel.

In the last few years the ca-
sualties among those touched
by Tarzie have been heavy but [
didn't expect S M Ali to go so
soon.

He was younger than [ am.

Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy
A Pioneer of Democracy

by Prof. Roushan Ara Hoque

ODAY is the 34th anniver-
sary of death of Hu
Shaheed Suhra . the
great charismatic leader and
politician who had left an
important landmark in our
w itical arena by introducing
estminster-type democratic
process. By his wise
statesmanship he formed the
first opposition party to
criticize and keep vigil against
any tyranny of the ruling party
and became the political
‘messiah’ of the common people
by opening to them a new
horizon for achieving basic
rights through democracy. Fol-
lowing his %ﬂldﬂl‘l path we have
achieved democracy in our
country for which we, of course,
feel indebted to him.
Born in 1892 in an illustri-
ous Muslim family of Midna-
ur, from his early life
uhrawardy had been imbued
with the liberal principles of
humanism, and being educated
at Oxford he had been inspired
with the political philosophy of
Westminster Palace. Through-
out his life, he cultivated those
two principles and dedicated
his life in achinan them. As a
Dtlgut}r Mayor (Calcutta) under
C R Das he worked hard to es-
tablish the fundamental rights
of the workers of that area. Be-
ing impressed with his humani-
tarian feeling they had elected
him as their Member to the
Bengal Legislative Assembly. In
that capacity he opposed the
passing of The Whipping Bill of
the British on protest that 'the
Indians are not animals as to be
whipped by the British and that
they are as good as the British
people’.

e greatest contribution of
Suhrawardy was the beginning
of the process of majority rule
in Bengal. As an undisputed
leader of the Muslims he had
represented them in the Third
Round Table Conference in
London in 1935. Being im-
pressed with his organisational
abilities Jinnah offered him
the mr.mh:rnhidj of Muslim
League and in 1936 he became
the General Secretary of
Provincial Muslim League of
Bengal As Minister of Labour
and Commerce under A K Fazlul

Huq he passed The Labour Wel-
fare Act, The Maternity Benefit
Act and The Bengal Tenanc
Amendmnent Bill of 1938 by all
of which mitigated the suffer-
ings of the deprived multitude,

In the All India Muslim
League Conference held at La-
hore in 1940 he, as a good Par-
liamentarian and a spokesman
of the Muslim Delegation of

l. by his strong arguments
in favour of the proposal placed
by Sher-e-Bangla. convinced
the attending delegates and it
was passed and known in his-
tory as The Lahore Resolution
of 1940 which later on laid the

basis of plurality of Muslim
States in Muslim majority ar-
eas of pre-partitioned India. As

Minister of Law, Suhrawardy
formed the Constitution of Pak-
istan on the basis of the Lahore
Resolution giving the right of
Provincial Autonomy to all
provinces, He was also able to
sign the Murree Pact of 1955

ich stipulated the Five State
Principle. This recognition of
regional individuality and Par-
ity ol Rights had ultimately
paved the path of demanding
provincial autonomy by the
eastern wing of Pakistan's, the
denial of which had ultimately
led to the liberation and the

birth of Bangladnh in 1971.
During the election of 1954

Suhrawardy was successful in
forming a United Front with
other parties of this wing and
had won almost all the seats ex-
cept 9 and Fazlul Hoque became
the Chief Minister of East Pak-
istan. In 1956 Suhrawardy be-
came the Prime Minister of
Pakistan and convened a ses-
sion of Parliament in Dhaka
where the Joint Electorate Bill
was passed and equal rights of
both the wings were guaranteed.
To fulfil the 21-point pro-
gramme of Awami e, he
abolished the Public ety Act,
released all political prisoners
and tried to remove disparity
between the wings, maintain
balance of trade and distribute
foreign earnings equally be-
tween the East and the West.

In the sixties the turmoil
mounted up. He was arrested on
false charges. But due to st

ublic pressure he was relea
rom jail. This detention
strongly affected his health. But
being uncompromising to ac-
cept defeat he continued strong
movement against the military
rule and the 'basic democracy'
of Ayub Khan,

Suhrawardy enligh
people about the true sprit of the
democratic system of govern-
ment. He told them that the pre-
condition of democracy is the
restoration of the basic ts
and the freedom of speech ol the
people and that, as democracy
means 'government of the peo-
ple. by the people and for the
people’, it is only the penglc who
can given the final verdict re-
garding the process of adminis-
tration and no single individ-
ual has any final opinion in it.
Any decision taken jointly by
the people is sure to be the best
for all. By his eloquent speeches
in innumerable public meetings
he had convinced people that
the 'basic democracy’ of Ayub
Khan was nothing but a decep-
tive process of establishing au-
tocratic rule.

This dgrcat political philoso-
pher did not live long to mate-
rialise his mission. his an-
niver day, let all of us take
new pledges to remain ever vigi-
lant to safeguard the demo-
cratic process of our beloved
motherland.

tened the
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