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Why Then the Hartal?

As expected Opposition leader Begum Khaleda
Zia has rejected the CHT peace deal out of hand.

Between sling-shots and fire-balls there is
hardly any difference, so it seems. In a massive but
predictable build-up of stridency ever since BNP
disassociated itself from the national committee
which conducted the peace negotiations with the
Shantibahini, the party had been sending out
sling-shots. Now, with yesterday's post-accord
press conference, Begum Zia has lobbed fire-balls
at the peace accord signed and made fully public on
| Monday in an updated version of reaction virtu-
ally accusing the ruling party of bad faith in the
negotiations. :
| It obviously goes to her credit though that her
party experts went to great lengths taking a lot of
pain to fathom deeply into the various clauses of
the pact. A very heavy-sounding litany of charges
has been levelled against the ruling party. Highly
jarring phrases such as the accord violating the |
constitution, undermining the parliament, abdi-
| cating state authority by indulging in the forma-
tion of a powerful parallel government, demoting
non-tribals into second class citizens, weakening
border security, caving into the dictates of a
powerful country, planting seeds of separatism,
etc.; have been reeled off. We take all of these eval-
uative observations of the principal opposition
party on the accord very seriously indeed. We
really want these to be tested on the touch-stone of
truth.

We welcome, without any reservation whatso-
ever, the BNP chief's declared option that her party
might go to the court for a redressal. We have per-
sistently advocated democratic and legal methods
of raising an issue like this before the parliament
or taking it to the court to solve it in a constitu-
| tional manner.

Go to the court if you must and we challenge you
to do it in minimum time. But if you have decided
to go for it, why then should you take recourse to |
| hartal on Sunday which is obviously predisposed
by the sensible and public-spirited option you are
thinking about?

What a Waste!

If ever space did not matter in conveying the
gravity or the magnitude of a problem then this
was it: a news item on Mymensingh's Agriculture
University at a quiet corner in yesterday's issue of
a leading Bengali daily. Session jam, an accepted if
not appreciated phrase in our academic jargon has
| taken a kind of toll on students that even the |
most liberal would find hard to swallow.
Reportedly the second year students of a particular
batch have not been able to begin their third year
class even afte |
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Protracted academic year has become a way with
the Agri-varsity life. Literally 25 months make a
year. Unscheduled holiday due to violence and ter-

- rorism resulting from clashes between student
fronts of political parties and ineffective examina- |
tion system are believed to be the main reasons be-
hind this crisis.

We are t at such a terrible waste of human
life as would be any sane human being. Does
the Agri-varsity teachers have any shame or
self-esteem? Is there any administration? We
urge its seemingly non-existent authorities
to make some arrangement immediately to have
the backlog cleared as soon as possible. If you
can’'t just step down en masse; you wouldn't do
any further harm to your community's image.
At least some people would know that there is
a thing called administration in the Agri-
varsity.

But the people with whom we would like to
lodge our anguish and frustration are the leaders of
our major political parties. See what an utter |
wasteland of human resources you have turned an
institution into that by Bangladesh's identity as
an agro-based country should have been one of the
most vibrant, creative and effective seat of learn-
ing. Your nasty and invisible manipulation have
contributed to the loss of years but can you get
them back those wasted years? Could you do that if
they were your own children?

Rickshaw-free Motijheel?

We don't really know what to do with rickshaws.
This is confirmed one time too many by a decision
of the city care-takers that Motijheel area would be
made rickshaw-free. The Task Force on easing
traffic jams in a fit of desperation to make a dent
in a highly frustrating traffic non-system had rec-
ommerrded it to the city fathers.

We have had a completely rickshaw-free long
stretch of an arterial thoroughfare from Shahbagh
to Dhaka gate and then with a gap for rickshaws at
Mohakhali, right up to the Zia International Air-
port. While that very long, winding avenue has
been relieved of the manually-driven three wheel-
ers, the rest of the city's road network has only
swelled with them. There is no mistaking the
cause-and-effect relationship. The same thing is
going to happen after rickshaws are withdrawn
from Motijheel area as the adjoining lanes and by- |
lanes are sardined-packed with them. This shift-
ing of rickshaw pressure to another area will
boomerang on the entire flow of traffic, for every-
body knows in Dhaka city how a small diversion
c?fum the traffic to snarl all over with disastrous
ellect.

The decision to rid Motijheel area of the rick-
shaws is in principle a good one. But adhocism will
not do with the details that need to be carefully
worked out. We have four suggestions to make:
first, phase out the unlicensed rickshaws; second,
have separate lanes for rickshaws; third, build
parking lots for motorised vehicles on the out-

skirts of Motijheel; and fourth, contain noise and
air pollution.
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ISPELLING all despairs
Dhnvering aroun "
ssible solution to the
decades-old insurgency in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
region, the landmark peace
treaty finally came true. The
68-point accord signed by the
government and NCCHT would,
we hope, pave ways for the
return of a normal civic life in
an area so lor&u ped off by
terrorist activi . The present
gnvammmt. especially the PM
heikh Hasina. duly deserves
congratulations for having
thrown full commitment,
courage, and co-operation in
the pursuit and completion of
this ob.

country. H?porw:l}y. it occupies
about half of our forest F::-
sources. Unfortunately, this re-

that ravish wi
uty had been ravaged

torn apart by insurgency. All
that fueled
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"Sorry.” |1 say with a

WTYy ahrug.n‘:{‘m clu{] out of
husbands.

That's when they look at me,
startled. Good grief, she's not
married?

"Yup. Not married. No hus-
band. Sorry, can't oblige..."

Some ple feel embar-
rassed when they realise they
have intruded into my personal
life. | admire these pcuglc be-
cause, if nothing else, they are
at least honest. [t takes courage
to blush, to admit you've made a
mistake.

But then, there are those

ple who don't care that they

ave intruded into my personal
space. Who assume not only
at [ am mnmlgd an{él therefore
in possession of an able-bodied
husband, but also that | will
disclose details of my able-bod-
ied husband's life as if it were
my own. Like this doctor to
om | dash in desperation af-
ter a terrible night of agony in
the gg; of my stomach.

“So, what does dulabhai do,”
he asks, casually. Like he's ask-
ing if my bowels have moved
that mo ;

*Dula-who?* What
blazes is he talking about?

He repeats the question, ca-
sually. His lips twitch as he
writes out a prescription for a
duodenal ulcer, looking uj
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CHT Accord : Let Peace Determine Progres

When one-tenth of a Mry‘:landmn;dalnm'?hdfofﬂ;maréundzrﬁ;t, its sustainable

deve

lands. The construction of the

Kaptal Barrage hardly took into

due the adverse im-
that it

could lmpinfe on

hose citizens. As a result, 54
thousands acres of tural
land got inundated and 100
thousand Chakmas were turned
into destitutes overnight. In
fact, the seeds of a separatist
movement were sown at that
time. To add further fuel to the
fire. the successive govern-
ments in tin
Bengalee settlers from all over
h and pushed them

into the hi on. Be lee
US F"mm:|.|'1l:li“"'r flared ur:fa
The hatred and sh, so

mounted, contributed
a war against establishments.
Thousands flocked to India to
take refuge and armed with to
fight back. The region alleged
soon turned out to be a hot
of international conspiracy
;_Ih?‘c militants were tl{nined to
te separatists in the n .
bouring country. The decades-
old insur cost lot of hu-
man lives both sides of the
fence. Destabilisation gripped
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It isn’t easy not to be a victim.
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the region to hinder socio-eco-

nomic development.

The military solution in the
crisis that were nourished and
nurtured by the erstwhile mili-
t and quasi-milita
of adesh over the last two
decades or so, was replaced by a
move for political solution in
early 1 ) Th[E H;:?n govern-
ment in power can, per-
haps, justly claim a creditp?nr
its avowals of a political solu-
tion. Unfortunately the solu-
tion did not materialise du
BNP rule. Bangladesh Awami

— the in now
— took up thcpacrlsjarllenpg:ﬂ
ter few months of hectic politi-
cal parleys, got the dice rolling
and at last on shore.

By any standard of judge-

rulers

and af-
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Beneath the Surface
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ment, such an agreement
should have taken place much
earlier. One can only recall the
differences in approaches to
similar kind of problems as
adopted 1:{{' Malaysia and Sri
Lanka. hile the former
uickly responded to the call of
the hour, Sri Lanka initially
paid no respect to Tamils' de-
mands. They chose the mili-
tary route to a political crisis.
As a result, Malaysia reaped
home the harvests of peaceful
co-existence to spur and
development. Sri Lanka? Still
continues to pay heavy price for
its mistakes. A stitch in time
could save nine in Sri Lanka
Likewise, Bangladesh could
also eke out much larger divi-
dends out of a peaceful coexis-

tence. When one-tenth of a
country's land area and almost
half of its bushes are under fire,
its sustainable development

tution. We strongly feel that the
titanic bureaucratic system of
governance should give way to a
more populist structure where
people could decide their fate
thro participation. We mean
that democratisation of admin-
istration should start from top

always remains to be in jeop- to bottomn. We hope that the re-
ardy. And hence better late than cently concl peace accord
never. We that members of would be able .to give a que in
Shantibahini would surrender this res

their arms to words and thus
abjure all force. They would
embrace Bengalee settlers there
to work in harmony.

One aspect of the peace pack-
age tends to lure us to tell some-
thing. It appears that the accord

powers to the
ional Council. ain, as

could be gleaned, level in-
sutif;.:unna have also been vested
with immense powers and pres-
tige. Well done. But why not we
make it mandatory that all lo-
cal level and divisional /district
level institutions are vested
with such powers. Of course, it

has to be within the domain of
the constitution. Our appre-
hension is that local level insti-

tutions in Bangladc:h are
paid much less respect than
what is enshrined in consti-

Stand Up and Be Counted

Divorce was scary, uncharted, unpredictable and yes, heady stuff too.

Liberation is all that and more. It is the ability to admit you are mortal. And still stand up and be

counted. Just the

don't know which is more dis-
concerting to me: the assump-
tion that | am, (ought to be) a
married woman, or that if |
were married, my husband
would be m doctor’s
‘dulabhai’. Frl.nkiy. both pos-
sibilities leave me feeling ex-
ceedingly ulcerish.)

"Business, right?” he snaps
cheerfully, me the pre-
scription and warning me to
stay off the spices.
other people, he has assumed
that husband is a business-
man. Like many other ple.
he has auumes that | have a
husband.

“You're so boring.” exclaims
my friend (who else would be so

at a dinner party. I
wish you wouldn't go on about
your marital status! Listen,

women are -uﬂ:oand to have
husbands, it's norm."

Norm. Shorm. Give me a
break. My buas at home are the
norm. ey don't have hus-
bands. Has an noticed that
buas seldom have husbands?
What they do have, invariably,
are fatherless children, lots of
them, abandoned soon after
birth or while in the womb by
these so-called husbands-who-
are-the-norm. Show me the
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“That's different. Those are
not women like us, we're talk-
ing about women like us,” my
friend chides me. “You get so
carried away. you can't tell the
difference.”

So what is the difference?

“"Didn't mother teach
you anything?" my friend asks
with a sigh. (Evidently not.

Sorry, ma.) “For women us,
the whole purpose of life is to
find the right match, grab the
right man. then hang on to him

EEEEREREEAERN
Coming Home . . .
-A_lmas Zakiuddin |

don't, they don't talk about it!”
So what are women like ‘us’
lln talk n?ut. "

irstly, no self-respectin
:nmen ::lcn:; what hu}n:- ju.%

one. You don't tell e you
don’t have a husbanrf.w l:"I an
admission of failure. Secondly,
if at all you are forced into a
corner and have to disclose
your marital status, be subtle
about it. Don't spit it out, just
like that.”

That explains it. Each time |
have used the d-word, people

su

for dear life, until the day you
die.” she explains, patiently. “If
you fail to do this, if he leaves
you or dies or something, it's
m fault. You shouldn't have
: i

Whahntp f1leave him?

“You're nuts. has anyone
told you that? Don't say it so
loudly. Okay. So women leave

men. But only If they leave
| thee, for, olher, mep, 1 ..

ol

, ey kI ok he

have gone all slit-eyed and
heavy- lddedfnn me, I,I.dh:iland

tiemen of Bangladesh, | am
ﬁfnmed. if you . (Indeed,
even if you don't please.) Now
that we've got that out of the
way, may we just get on with
life, and forget about husbands
and g:‘y tal status, please?

"Of course not. You're

LETTER FROM AMERICA

80
ds,
! [HI 1y Change

Tell people gw are divorced and
of course they will be shocked.
Of course, they will look away,
feel sorry for you, want to know
more about it, about . about
how you got dWWJ:hy you
got to divorced, who is to blame,
where is your husband, where
are the children...”

And she is right. | am attend-
ing this seminar about women
in journalism recently, when |
blurt it all out. | am

the fact that they ask me to
fill in a form which demands to
know not only my husband’'s
name and profession, but also
his educational background
and his age.

Some of you may be able to
imagine the feeling. 1 choke
back the bile and try to
that the questions are irrele-
vant and out of line. In the pro-
cess, | also use the d-word, with
reference to myself. One young
woman picks up on the fact that
| have used my married name
for al time after my divorce.

" y didn’t you change

our name? How come you went
your married name for such

a long time?” she asks into the
microphone. Everyone listens,
with rapt attention.
| was afraid. |
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We ‘uﬂy agree with Dr. Mo-
hiuddin Khan Alamgir, the
State Minister for Planning,
Civil Aviation and Tourism
when he described three
benefits of the package, given
the current scenario.

First, facilitating a return of
refugees to their own home after
wﬂ of arms; second, al-
were neither here nor there but
constantly under fire — to max-
imize their economic opportu-
nities by availing the opportu-
nities of an enabling environ-
ment and third, providing op-
portunities for d g new
projects for hilly areas that
were shelved for so long for fear
of insur . Let growth and
development be on board in
CHT. Let peace determine

progress.

sists.

“Surely, a woman like you,
80 ive and so bold, could
not afraid to change her
name?” asks someone else.

"Why did you get divorced,

was it because of your career?”
asks another participant.

What can | say to these :
enthusiastic women that

will make mmgiumm and in-
spire them. Should I tell them
that | don’t care, | eat nails for
breakfast, joke about my hus-
band and life is one huge :g
party. Or should | and

and beat my chest, like a hol-
low-eyed victim on BTV

ting her plight.

I don't know if I am
"aggressive”. | know | am as-
sertive. | don't know if | am
*bold”. | know | the truth.

Yes, | was afraid to drop a
married name and go back to a
hirtll;nm. a hlnhm Can't

n why. Some are a
Htlle mawe AMci than others.

I :

| know that | am not mar-
ried. (I really am clean out of
husbands). It hasn't been easy.
But that's okay. If it had been
ea.?v. anyone could have done it.

t isn't easy, for instance,
not to be a victim. | don't suffer
my divorce. Divorce was scary,
uncharted, un ictable and

. heady stufl toe. Liberation
s all that and more, It is the
ability to admit you are mortal.
m ' D anc .

Don't Punish Iraq on Account of its "Civilisation"

height of the holocaust of the
Bosnian
Harvard's

Iﬂumaununu'uflﬁﬂﬂ.ntlhe

Muslims,
Professor of
government and strategic
studies, P. Huntington.
published an explosive paper
entitled, "Clash of Civiliza-
tions?”, in the Foreign Affairs

maFazinc.
n that seminal paper, the

Professor hypothesises that be-
ng with the French Revo-
ution, the conflicts between
kings and princes had given
way to those between nation
states. And after the Russian
Revolution of 1917, the con-
flicts encompassed ideologies —
democracies, fascism and
communism. With the end of
the cold war, the international
conflicts move into a new phase
— between civilisations.
According to the Professor.
there are seven or eight major
civilisations — western, Confu-
cian, Japanese, Hindu, Slavic-
Orthodox, Latin American,
African and Islamic. The civil-
isations are primarily driven
by religion, Huntington writes,
and because of their history and
proximity, Islamic and the
western civilisations will clash
most severely. And the shame-
less "] am my western master's

voice” drooling of the "torn"
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BAU's residential
problem

Sir, Residential problem of
students of Bangladesh
Agriculture University is acute
at present. There are only nine

s of resident in which there
reside more students than their
capacity. For this crisis, man
students have to stay outside
the campus. As all courses are
technical, their studies are
being seriously harmed.

According to the general
students, there are some vacant
seats in many halls, which are
illegally occupied by some
leaders of various student
organisations. In many halls
some rooms of large size are
openly named as " C rooms”
for the new nmdcl:;. But they
hﬂ,ve no sufficient facilities at
all.

ABM Sirajul Islam
C/6, Isha Khan Hall
BAU, Mymensingh

Sir. In all l&:ﬂhablllty, the
library of Dh University is
the largest one in this
subcontinent because of its
innumerable books, journals,

and newspapers. The
library is very important for
the students of this university
and the researchers of home

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

The West did not make a distinction between Saddam Hussein and the Iraqi children. Not surprisingly,
the West's policy towards Saddam and Iraq to-date has been all stick and no carrot.

Muslim country Turkey's mili-
notwithstanding, Turkey
never be all into the

western-Christian club also

known as the European Union.

The West is at the peak of its
power. Global political and se-
issues are effectively set-
tled the USA, Britain and
France, and the economic is-
ol g g i
apan. newly-elect
western ﬁmu to new
: the decisions made
at the UN Security Council or
the International Moneta
Fund that reflect the interest 3
the West, has to be presented to
the world as reflecting the de-
sire of the "world community.
“The very phrase, "world com-
munity” has become the eu-
phemistic collective noun giv-
ing legitimacy to the actions re-
flecting the interests of the

United States and its Western
allies."

Invariably, western leaders
claim to be acting on behalf of
the "world community.” On De-

cember 21, 1990, newly-elected
British Prime Minister John
Major had a Freudian slip. On
"Good Morning America”, Ma-
or referred to the actions the

est” was against Sad-
dam Hussein. Very quickly, he
corrected himself and invoked
the "world community.”

In the t of the above, dur-
ing the build up to the Gulf War,
there was a dichotomy of inter-
ests in the "allied” to neu-
tralise Saddam. Muslim
nations' aim was limited: re-
verse Saddam's Hussein's con-
quest f?}f Kuwait. The war was
an unfortunate but necessary
means to that, but the Iraqi
civilians were not to be
harmed. G . major Mus-
lim nations, including Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, Pakis and
Bangladesh contributed troops
to the "allied” effort.

The West saw the conflict
completely differently. For
them the destruction of Iraq
was an end in itself. It meant
uninterrupted flow of cheap oil,

and elimination of one of Is-
rael's (a country the West had
created) worthy adversary. The
West did not make a distinction
between Saddam Hussein and
the Iraqgi children. Not surpris-
ingly, the West's policy towards
Saddam and Iraq to-date has
been all stick and no carrot.
France may huff and puff and
sture, but at crunch time,
h bombs also dropped on
Iraq!

It is astonish that no
leader in the Muslim world
seemed to grasp the western
n who

agenda. The only perso
understood it all and spoke out
against it, was the visionary
Prime Minister of Malaysia,
Mahathir Mohamad. Via the
likes of Mr. Soros, look what is
happening to him and his
country now!

The two most impo
sts in the US t, af-
the President and the Vice
President, are the Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright and
the Secretary of Defense

rtant
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and abroad. The library has
been producing scholars since
its entahll_iuhmﬂnt. But E is a
matter of great regret that in
present times the standard of
this library has been
because of its abuse by the
students (so-called meritorious
students of the country) of this
university. Of course,
mismanagement is
responsible for this.
me students, especially
the 'Romeos’ spending hours
with their girl-friends inside
the library, have turned the
library into a good dating place.
They do not come for readi
and acqui knowledge. Wi
the authority concerned took
into this matter?

Shahidul Islam
University of Dhaka

BTV and its news
headlines

Sir, As we are aware, an
earthquake measuring 6.1 on
.the richter scale hit Chittagong
recently where many people
have died. After hearing the
news on the same t. I sat in
front of the TV to watch the BTV
10pm news. But to m
consternation, what should

also

have been the headline news
was relegated to the section
when they read the

unimportant news. The same

chtlcr: was also followed the
ollowing night by BTV in their
10pm news.

It is beyond m
cnmlprchcnulnn. as to how BTE
could put so little significance
to the biggest ever earthquake

to hit any place in adesh,
that they did not give the
priority it deserved.

This action of theirs which
is devoid of any compassion
and consideration leaves one to
wonder If this was done
inadvertently or intentionally.

A Bewildered BTV Watcher

Dhaka

Securities market

Sir, It is extremely sad that
during the last one year, the
performance of the stock
market was extremely erratic
resulting in the complete
economic annihilation of a
large number of le. It was
expected that the government
would inject measures to boost
the system so that people, who
have totall lost their
confidence in ZI']: stock market
can again build up their hopes.

Needless to mention, in a
poor country like ours with a
very low level of literacy, the
fact that a large number of

e were enthused enough to

nvest heavily in stocks and
shares, in many cases with all
their savings, go to prove that
our people are learning fast. It

was sheer lack of vision on the
part of our economic 8 not
to encash on the possibilities.

We know that all
commercijal banks have to by
statute maintain reserves to the
tune of millions of takas with
Bangladesh Bank, the central
bank of the country. If the
commercial banks are allowed
to keep a small portion of the
reserves in shares, even from
the secondary market, the
volume of investment and
turnover will, without an
fliquht, mfu;: the much-n
ife-savi into the wilti
stock mﬁkﬂmﬂ -

It would add further flavour
to the efforts to rejuvenate this
sector if the insurance
companies with their enormous
liquidity are persuaded to
invest in this sector. even
nominally.

Mahbubur Rashid
235, Maghbazar, Ramna,
Dhaka

Thanks to the DS

Sir. I am very ha to no-
tice that from 10th November,
H?Iprogmmmcn of BTV are regu-
larly printed in The Daily Star,
I thank you profusely for notic-
ing my letter about BTV pro-

grammes and taking immediate
actions.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong

William Cohen, both of whom
are proud possessors of the
Jewish heritage, While both the
Secretaries are extremely hon-
ourable Lgcrsomi they have to be
true to their own constituency,
which is not Muslim. Sec
Cohen, while exhibiting in-
tense sabre-rattling towards
Iraq, has been rather cool to-
wards any extended US niihll-
tary's role in protecting the
Muslims of Bosnia.
. , the UN is t.hn;uldi
ongress’ [avourite punc
bag. Even at the of the
gr:scnt ®
ongress
dent Clinton to
one billion m the {}g
owes the world ey Whem&:dr
an adversary is punished,
however, the West and the US
Con rally around the UN:
"Sa must not be allowed
to flout UN resolutions!” What
UN resolutions?

The West is very selective in
implementing US resolutions.
No one talks of the un-
mented Kashmir plebiscite res-
olution. John Major's Britain
used the UN em resolution
not to come to the aid of Bosni-
a's Muslims. Of course, the
biggest offender in non-compli-
ance with UN resolutions is Is-
rael. It routinely ignores reso-
lutions it does not like. And no
one in the West criticises, let
alone punishes Israel for it.
Does anyone care to remember
that in the spring of 1981, Is-
raeli planes illegally flew over
Jordan and destroyed Iraq's
nuclear facility. and killed
civilians. without so much as
formally declaring war? The
UN Security Council resolved
that Israel should pay cnmm'l
sation to Iraq. The Israeli -
bassador tore up the resolution
in the Security Council's face,
saying that the resolution was
not worth the paper it was writ-
ten on! Such arrogance and
contempt for the UNSC never
lands Israel in hot water. Why?

Because, as far as the West is
concerned, Israel is "one of us.”
Israelis "look like us.” Yes, the
West has had some glitches in
their relationship with the
Jews, such as the holocaust. but
basically the western culture is
“"Judeo-Christian”. Even Aus-

?ah‘a has woken up to that
act, and lately. through its T:v
ernment and individuals like

UN’s chief weapon's inspector to
Iraq. Mr. Richard Butler. has
been championing Israeli
causes. Muslim countries do
not seem to understand that
when push comes to shove, the
West will push and shove the
Muslims, not the Jews Ever
wonder why Netanyahu is so
arrogant? Because he knows.

i crisis, the US -

that when it comes to ch

sides, the West will always side
with Israel, because they belong
to the same ‘“civilisation.”

No one country should be
under perpetual embargo.
While pa lip-service to

suffering of Iraqi children, the
West has shown no inclination
whatsoever, in so much as dis-
cussing the lifting of the eco-
nomic embargo over Iraq and
alleviating the suffering of its
civilian population. Sure Sad-
dam Hussein is an unsa

character, who would do
country a great favour by sim-
. But the West

ﬂy; with obnoxious char-
acters before. The Soviet Union
had far more destructive
ity and leaders
Iraq. et, the US dealt with
them. So they should with Sad-
The best way to deal with
Saddam is to warn that if he
were to use his biological

weapons against his neigh-
bours, he would himself -

per

pay a heavy price. On

the other Basd. there has to be
light at the end of tunnel for
Saddam. The West is so con-

sumed with punishing Saddam
that have forgotten that he
has to given incentive for

behaviour. If the Security
uncil sets no time table for
lifting sanctions on Iraq, they
will s themselves to noth-
ing more than devious bullies,
with scant sympathy for the
suffering of the Iragi men.,
women and children.

There was little western at-
tempt at understanding the
Iraqgis and their civilisation.
Ignorance breeds extreme con-
tempt. The West should have
considered the Beatles song that
says that people are the same
all over the world. Instead. they
assumed the mindset of the
Philadelphia baseball man
who, confronted with fielding
his team giants the first black
player in the major league,
Jackie Robinson. in 1947,

asked his management whether
they considered the N s
"human!” During the Gull war

Six years . the Iraqis were
dmrmﬂnﬁdlllgnottm western press
to such an extent that it was
made to look a soldier's h
duty to destroy Iraqi life
property. leg to ieve, as
the Iraqi soldiers were f]
Kuwait, the allied pilots were
taking aim at their vehicles and

firing their guns, uttering crass
and blasphemous, "Say. Hi to
Allah!®

President Clinton. who in-
herited a bad-lraq policy. is a
very fair and decent man.
Here's wishing that instead of
dropping more bombs on Iraq.
he will do the honourable thing
and lift the economic rmhll\'ﬁa
that has caused the Iraqi civil-
ifans so much hardship for so
long. Because to quote the
President s favourite expres-
sion: "It is the right thing to dol!”
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