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Dismissal of G_en I\EISiI;n_

Hearing of writ against 4
notifications begins

By SC Correspondent

The hearing of the writ peti-
tion challe a series of four

notifications retiring or dis-
missing Army Chief Lieutenant
General Abu Saleh Mohammad
Nasim began yesterday.

The hearing will resume to
day in the division bench of the
High Court comprising Justice
A ii Mahmudur Rahman and
Justice Md Abu Sa :

Referring the four notifica-

Envoys
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He hoped that the quality
and security of life of those peo-
ple living in the Hill Tracts
would be enormously improved.
French Ambassador Ms Re-
nee Veyret described the peace
agreement as a greal SUuccess
and said, "I'm sure peace is go-
ing to be restored in the Hill
Tracts.”
' The Ambassador said she
had been in Khagrachhari and
amati a few weeks ago and
talked to the people there, who
were “expecling this for a long

time.”
"I'm very happy ... What is
ood for CHT is also good for

an%adcsh," said Renee Veyret.
She hoped that more in-
vestment will now come from
outside for development in the
Hill Tracts and for Bangladesh
as well.

The Ambassador said Fran-
ce will cooperate with Bang-
ladesh for development of the
CHT. "I'm trying to help the

ple in CHT because they need

elp for their development.”

Filling of canal
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as DCC dum truckloads of
earth near the earthen road
leading to Basila.

DCC's contractors defied the
PMO's directive last week and
continued earthfilling the
canal in the darkness of the

t. After a report was pub-
lished in The Daily Star, DCC
officials w: 1t to the site and
asked the ~ontractors to stop
the earthfilling operation.

"Unfortunately the water
flow of the canal was cut off.”
said an official at Nagar Bha-
ban adding they had no imme-
diate plan to clear the canal of
the obstacles.

Meanwhile, the PMO has
asked the DCC to report on how
the truck terminal project was
initiated, DCC sources said.

Dhanmondi lake
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"We have only received the
partial design of the project
which includes the Rd 32 com-

nent and the work there has

n started,” said a DCC offi-
cial.

He said unless the designers
submit the entire design, DCC
can not do the planning for lake
management and other related
matters. "We are in the darkness
as far as many other com-
ponents of the project are con-
cerned,” the DCC official said.

Asked why the DCC had
started the project without re-
ceiving the entire design, the
official replied, "We wanted to
iita.l'l the project without any de-

ay.”

Vitti architects could not be
reached for their comments.

Officials present at the site
said they are now working to re-
locate 'numerous’ drains flow-
ing into the lake. "Besides Road
32, we are now working on six
different roads to divert the
drains from the lake,” said a
contractor.

tions, Barrister A R Yousuf,
counsel for the petitioner, sub-
mitted, "Even a chicken cannot
be slaughtered twice. but the
petitioner has been retired or
dismissed from his service four
times.”

The defence counsel yester-

day began to place the tion
be?nrc the court. The Ete:':.ﬂng
was ad ml;gllfmfumuc today.

On o government,
Attorney General K S Nabi was
Ermcnt in the court during the

e

Lieutenant General Nasim
was removed from his office of
the Chief of Army Staff on May
20, 1996 by the order of the then
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas on allegations of insub-
ordination mutltéy.

By a notification dated May
20, 1996 he was given retire-
ment with full benelits.

On May 30, 1996 another
notification substituting the
earlier one was issued *i
him premature (Com luryf
retirement with full ancial
and other benefits.

Subsequently on June 6,
1996 by the third notification
he was dismissed from his ser-
vice.

On Janu 9, 1997 by the
last notification he was further
given premature (compulsory)
retirernent under the Army Act,
Rules and Regulations.

Upon the writ petition the
division bench of the HC com-
prising Justice Mainur Reza
Cho ury and Justice Md Fa-
zlul Huq issued a rule nisi on
the government to show cause
within four weeks as to why the
four notifications shall not be
declared to have been issued
without lawful authority and

are of no legal effect.
Gun shots
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cover.
The demonstrators r u-
ped near the university ue.

When they were chantin
slogans three more rounds o
shots were heard. None was
hurt. Who fired the shots were
not immediately known.

A desk officer, who answered
the telephone at Ramna thana
at 10:03 pm, said he had no in-
formation about the incident as
‘Televant' officers were not
there.

Earlier. supporters of Pahari
Gano Parishad. Hill Women

Federation and the Pahari
Chhatra Parishad (pro-San-
choy) held a rally at the Central
Shahid Minar protesting what
they described as " t of
compromise.” They burnt a
cnp%]uf the agreement.

ey later marched down to
the Press Club and terminated
at the TSC island of the Dhaka
University. Addressing the
marchers, Prasit Khisa, Elora
Dewan, Kehla Ching Marma
and Sanchoy Chakma re
the accord and described that it
gfﬁ_}d not bring peace in the

Tripura
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It is a positive development
not only for Bangladesh but
also for India. It would help in
restoring peace and normalcy
in the border region," Revenue
and Rehabilitation Minister
Keshab Majumder said.

Mrinal ti Chakma, pres-
ident of the Humanity Protec-
tion Forum, a human rights or-
ganisation of Tripura, said the
accord, if implemented prop-

erly, would solve the proble
in CHT, P w

—
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Eskander’s writ :

Hearing adjourned

By SC Correspondent
The hearing of the writ peti-
tion challenging the govern-
ment actions in off-l of
Maj (retd) Sayeed Eskander
from a Bangladesh Biman
pesapint haa boa ajouraed 1
It
will resume two weeks after the
winter vacation of the Supreme
Court.
Both the divisions of the

Supreme Court will go on vaca-
tion on December |11 and will
on January 4

esterday the hearing was
started in the division bench of
the HC com Justice AM
Mahmudur and Justice
Abu Sayeed Ahmed.

But Attorney General KS

Il;i:ﬂbluurlued an to the

n saying that the -
tioner has ﬂllﬁ a dlmngep::ﬂ
claiming Tk 10 crore as com-
tion as an alternative re-

of the writ petition.

In the circumstances, Senior
Advocate Khandker Mah-
bubuddin Ahmed, counsel for
the petitioner sought for ad-

journment of hearing of the pe-

tition.

Sayeed Eskander, younger
brother of Leader of thew ﬂ¢¢_
tion in parliament
chief Begum Khaleda Zia, was
off-loaded from a Dhaka-Lon-
don flight of Biman and his

ss r:gm impounded on

TI survey
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allegations made by the re-
spondents during the survey.

Seventy-six per cent do cor-
ruption to ‘get rich overnight,’
58 per cent due to 'moral degra-
dation’, 51 per cent for 'lack of
accountability’ and 32 per cent
due to 'inadequate salary', the

found.
the respondents, 88.5

cent said that it was im

to get quick and fair j t
from the court without

A S Ther e R
cen t
for bribe. prp-

Seventy-one per cent alleged
that police deliberately dela

cases to the court
491-:[5 per cent said t made
“prior arrangement” with police
l'cl:r disposal of their cases.
'+ Seventy-four per cent said
they u "extra-regular me-
thod" for admission of their
children into schools. Dona-
tion was the usual 'extra- -
lar method', followed by ti-
cal influence and private tu-
ition.

"One out of five households
believe that unethical practice
exist in the admission proce-
dure.” the survey report said.

Thirty per cent of the re-
spondents claimed that they got

eir electricity bills reduced
through "arrangement" with
meter readers e 47 cent
said they reduced Lhﬂrm-kﬂngu
tax on houses and propert
through "arrangement” wit
municipal staff on payment of

money. .
Pakistan
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with Sharif caused the crisis.
Shah did not attend the swear-
in ceremony.
Sharif said, " have no anger
or hatred against anyone,” in a

National Assembly speech after

The Prr‘:ﬁ;ljmgn

the powerful army reportedly
refused to back any move to
disband the National Assembly
or the government. The gov-
ernment today praised the
army for a ‘'commendable
commitment to Constitution.’

Gold bars worth
Tk 10 lakh seized
at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Customs authority seized 20
old bars worth abnt{:t Tk 9.68
from a Biman passenger at

the Zia International Airport

(ﬂ%ﬁ

., a resident of
Hathazari in Chittagong, flew
in here from Dubai at about 11
am. When he was cros

channel, the customs of-

cials challenged him on sus- .
the -

picion. While searching
passenger, officials found the

44 injured in UP

polls violence

Al least 44 e were in-
jured aer [:llli violence in Siraj-
gan ars i in two days,
repnjru UNB. e i

In Narsingdi, nineteen peo-
]:lc were wounded when armed

oodlums attacked supporters
of a UP chairman candidate
during polls in Sadar thana

y. =

Witnesses said the hoodlums

ned fire on supporters of
chairman candidate Abdur
Razzak at wvill Bakh
near Kazi i polling centre
at about 8:30 am. leaving 18 of
them injured.

Of t , Karim, 24, Mintu,
35, Abul Hossain, 35, ;
35, and Abdul Hannan were
admitted to Sadar Hospital.

Dipu. 22, son of Razzak, was
stabbed allegedly by su ers
of rival candidate Shah Alam

when he went to the Cen-
tre after the firing. He was sent
to Dhaka Medi College Hos-

pital in critical condition.
Another report from Siraj-
ﬁ_lmf adds, a post-poll clash
at took place at chihara
village of Gandhail union in
Kazipur thana on Tuesday left
25 injured.
f the injured. Awami
Le e activist Abdus Samad,
32, Jubo activists Khor-
shed Alam, 21, Abdur Razzak.
25, and Alam, 25, were admitted
to the General Hospital and
Awami Le e leader Lutfar
Rahman, 35, was admitted to
the Sirajganj Eye Hospital in a
cr:lrtical C tion. Eyes of Lut-
Rahman were gouged out
the rivals. W

Police said the clash erupted
when the su of Gand-
hail union ¢ candidate

Golam Mostafa attacked the
:L:ﬁporlm of another candidate
raful Alam at about 8:30

SEC cases

From Page 1
ment.

The three parties
Shinepukur Holding. Beximco
Pharma and Doha Securities —
had gone to the Sessions Judge

;rﬂ.nng that the magistrate's
was illegal.
The Sessions uudg“reject

some of their points eventu-
ally recommended to a

Court Division Bench for
quashing the cases on three

First, the Sessions Judge
mﬂql thrl:m SEC filed the cases
without ving any proper au-
:hnrlgitu do so. goonc. "the
earned magistrate not a
ply his mind to it." And thlrl:l-
the warrants were issued ille-

gal.lf.

ustice Kazi Ebadul Haque
and Justice Hamidul Haque
formed the Bench which heard
the cases for four days since
lig?king them up on November

Dr M Zahir and his associate
Barrister Khaled Chowdhury
RﬁarudfurtheSEC. Barrister

qul Haq and Serajul Haque
argued for the three companies
and General Barrister
K S Nabi for the state.

The accused in these cases —
Sohel Rahman and Salman
Rahman, D H Khan, Mahmudur
Rahman and A K M Shamsud-
doha — were all granted antici-
Falnrjr bail by the High Court
ollowing filing of the cases.

PM: disabled
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Hossain, Social Welfare secre-
tary Nurul Abedin, CBR South
Asian Regional coordinator In-
dumati Rao, NFOWD dent
Khandakar Jahrul Alam, Na-
tional CBR network coordina-
tor Jowaherul Islam Mamun
and conference committee
Chairman Monsur Ahmed

mmm the inau-

~The Prime Minister said

F:m:rnmﬂnt has already formu-
ated a national policy

for the
development of the disabled

and undertaken programmes
for their welfare.

The Prime Minister said
Bangladesh has ed the UN
Declaration of e Second
Decade of the Disabled for the
Asia and Pacific region. "Along
with the governments of this

on we are committed to im-

ten tola gold bars concealed in 1 [ﬁﬂnmt the charter and decla-

cigarette packets.

¥

ration of the United Nations."

am. Earlier, it was announced
that Ashraful, also a local
Awami e leader, was lead-
ing in the election for chair-
manship.

Houses of five local Awami
Le e leaders were also ran-
sacked during the clash, wit-
nesses said.

Later, armed were sent
to bring the situation under
control. A case was filed with
the police.

35000 Bangladeshis
to be allowed
to perform Hajj

A total of 35.000 pilgrims
from Ba h will be able to
perform the next Hajj under the
government management and
private initiative, reports UNB.

A Hajj Agreement for 1998 to
this effect was si in Riyadh
between Bangladesh and Saudi
Arabia, said an official release
yesterday.

State Minister for Religious
Affairs Moulana Mohammad
Nurul Islam, now visiting Saudi

Arabia, and Saudi Hajl Minis-
ter Dr Mahmood Bin Moham-
mad Safar signed the agreement
recently.

U the ment man-
agement, 9, pilgrims would
be permitted to orm Hajj.

After the signing of the
agreement,

ot
tion attended a meeting with
the Saudi Hajj Minister in
Riyadh.

The director al of Saudi

HIH minis ces in Riyvadh,
and Madina, and di-

reﬂnmtrll of Saudi Moa-
llem and Saudi Transport
office also attended the

During the meeting, the
Saudi officials emphasized on
sending all the Hajis under gov-
ernment management. ey
also emphasi on hiring of
t;u:ﬁﬂ in Makkah in advance

pilgrims.

In response, the Bangladesh
minister out that all:.ht
hajis been ij
under P-form since long, all on
a sudden the trend could not be

stopped. -

Zillur
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E:ved that solution to all prob-

s are possible through dis-

cussion if we have political
will, patriotism and commit-
ment to the

“The two agree-
ments have also that the

previous ts could not
resolye the problems for thils
ill political motive." the AL
General Secretary said.

BSS adds: Meanwhile, more
organisations continued to hail
the landmark CHT accord.
These are CPB. Samyabadi Dal,

Sammilita Sangskritik Jote,
Jatiya Mahila Sangstha, BCS
(Foreign Affairs) Association,
ADAB, DUTA, Bangabandhu
Jubo Parishad, Bangladesh
Marma Buddhist Association,
Sarkari Karmachari Samon-
nya Parishad. Polytechnic
Egikhak Samity, Democratic
La s Association, Bangla-
desh Students’ Union and
Ganotantrik Biplobi Jote.

12 BNP leaders

: From Page 1
November 11 and 27 in Chit-

A giviuinn Bench of the H.lﬂl
Court comprising Justice M
Huq and Justice Mohammad
Awlad Ali yesterday granted
them balil.

Salauddin Quader Chowd-
hury and Giasuddin Quader
Chowdhury got bail in both the
cases, while the others includ-
ing Mir Mohammad Nasiruddin
and Alhaj Dastagir Chowdhury
were granted bail in the case
related to the killings on
November 27.

On November 11, five per-
sons were killed in incidents of
violence that followed the pub-
lic of BNP chief Begum
Khaleda in Chittagong. On
November 27, two persons were
also killed during a Zia's
visit to Chittagong Medical Col-
lege Hospital.

It was alleged in both the
cases that the accused-persons
were abettors in the killings.

Iu‘turlc

Mixed reaction in hill dists

From Page 1
mands. It runs mntrq:ly to the
interests of the Bang ees and
small tribes, undermining

unvea:?nty he said and de-
man its cancellation.

Jamaat-e-Islami's district
secre Syed Abdul Momin
said that the t was not
based equal ts.

A candidate for the post of
union Parishad Chairman,
{hlhnlr 'I‘l'ﬁlai %::ma said he was

appy. All, the B ees and
the tribals, wanxlgt?:] live in
peace and harmony, he said.

Udayan Chakma, a service
holder said he believes the
agreement will usher in peace
and help ite developrnent.
"But the government must im-
plement it."

District Jatiya Party
(Ershad) convenor Shahajuddin
said, by signing it in secret the

government proved that it was

discriminatory. The Bangalees
living in the CHT would be
deprived of their just rights as a
result, he added.

Kajal Kanti Dey, a busi-
nessman said that the agree-
ment would help restore peace

in the region.

UNB from Bandarban adds:
Pahari Chhatra Parishad and
Hill Women Federation brought
out a joint prm:u:li:n in the
town today hailing accord.

Hundreds of people, includ-
ing women, from t eth-
nic tribal groups spontaneously
took in the procession that

the main streets.

Later, held a rally at the
local press club which was ad-
dressed, nmnnf others, by for-
mer PCP president KS Mong,
Bhumang prince Numongpru,
PCP leaders Jali Mong, %
aching, and Uchhomong, and

Hill Women Federation con-
venor Waiching.

District Awami League and
its front organisations in
Rangamati brought out a pro-
cession in the town today.

Welcoming the accord, they
chanted slogans in favour of the
agreement and paraded differ-
ent streets. Rangamati Local
Government Council Chairman
Chingkew Roaza led the proces-
sion,

District unit of Jatiya Party.
Parbattya Bikkhu Sangha,
Proja Kalyan Samity of Kapatai
Dam and former LGC Chairman
Rabindra Lal Chakma also
hailed the accord.

Those who condemned the
accord included Central Par-
battya Gano Parishad, All-
party Parbattya Oikya Pari-
shad and district units of
Jamaat and BNP.

Theatre
drama
Shaheed Minar in the city
yesterday as part of Victory
Day celebration programme.

—

Unit staged a street
at the Central

— Star photo

Ideal School

Removal of
principal: HC
rule on govt

By Staff Correspondent
The Court yesterday is-
sued a rule on the Ministry of
Education, Dhaka Education
Board, Chairman, Governin
Body of Ideal School and Col-
lege and Rownak Jahan, a
newly appointed principal of
the institution, wﬁy an order
cancelling the services of
Faizur Rahman, principal of
the school, lhoulcr not gdﬂ:-
clared to have been made with-
out any lawful authority.
It sta the |
orders for four weeks and
d an order restraining
ak Jahan from interfer-
ing with the duties and func-

::::::IPTI. an:éj Rahman as
, acco to a 88
release issued by JBM Hmnm ,
the counsel for the petitioner,
Faizur Rahman.

Khaledn: Robish accord
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hifh-pnwtﬂ:d government par-
allel] to the government of

desh.”

s treaty has y vio-
lated the sacred Constitution, It
is to the interests of the

. the nation. sovereignty,
Constitution, an attempt to dis-
integrate the country and a far-
reaching conspiracy to plant
the seeds of separatism and
segmentation.”

Other reasons for BNFP's re-
jection of the CHT treaty, as
stated by Begum Zia. include:
the unconstitutional measure
to alzrnmt region-based minis-
ter, discrimmination among the
tribal and non-tribal ple,
compromising and undermin-
ing the sovereignty of the par
liament, government's losing
authority over land distribu-
tion a management, aboli-
tion of the post of deputy com-
missioner and limiting the
powers of the commissioner,
degrading the employees of the
government and semi-govern-
ment bodies, restricting the
movement of the Army, Ansar
and VDP personnel in the hill
areas, awarding the terrorists
and denial of compensation to

Hartal

From Page 1
street agitation to ede the
count general strike,

The party will hold demon-
strations and bring out proces-
sions at all divisional head-
quarters today, similar agita-
tions will be organised at the
thanas and city wards all over
the country tomorrow while
rallies will held and torch
processions t out at the
cities and district headquarters
on December 6.

Zia told the news con-
ference that she announced the
agitation programmes on be-

half of seven tion parties
includi BNP. None of the
leaders ol other opposition par-

ties was present at the press
Repl : Be
ying to a question, Be-
gum Zia sald BNP and the other
parties will announce tougher
action programme later against
the "so-called” peace accord
which she termed unconstitu-
tional and anti-;fmmt.ignal. "As
patriotic citizens 1e country,
we hope .m: people menli:lqsl
should support our agita-
tion.” she told the newsmen
covering the press conference.

the innocent non-tribals and
the government's losing author-
ity over the reserve forests.

Begum Zia's statement re-
j the CHT treaty was pre-

by an 1 1-member expert
committee of the party.

Asked if his party would
challenge the treaty in the
court, the BNP chief said that
the experts were studying the
accord. "If hors ., we'll def-
ind go to court.”

lE'ﬁ': also told another ques-
tioner that her party would
meet the President to discuss
the treaty.

To another question, the
fgdnncl:' p:rrl?ﬁc minister admit-
ted that in power, they
also discussed the CHT crisis
with the PCJSS. "But we could
not reach any agreement as it
was insisting on unconstitu-
tional demands.”

the press conference

m was flanked by her

party's top léeaders. A large

number o paﬂr leaders and

workers were also present on
the occasion.

Magurchhara
Capping of gas
well may take

few more days

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Dec 3; Direct train
service to and from het will
remain till 10 am on
December 5, said an official of
B adesh Railway,

service was restored on
November 26 after remaining
sus for over 5 months.
Officials of Occidental on De-
cember | asked the BR to sus-
rendthcdlrnctlerﬂce
he rail track near M rch-
hara gas field area for one day
to do the final work in capping
the mouth of the burnt out gas
well. On the next day,
(December 2) they again asked

the BR to the service sus-
nded till day morning.
ey also hinted that it may

take some few days more to seal

more.

The railway authorities

have been oper train ser-
vice upto Srtmn.;::‘l‘
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