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said to be under absolute
E:vcrly. Persons who do not
ve access (o even 80 per cent

the poverty is. According to

IH one sense. Asia is where
one estimate made by Dr

Mahbubul Huq. out of the 1.2 of the minimum are described
billion poor ol the world. as being under extreme poverty.
many as 800 million are located The limits suggested by Dr A {{
in Asia. Bangladesh accounts Khan in 19# are 2122 kilo.cal
for at least 60 million of the for absolute poverty and 1805
poor. There may be an kilo.cal for extreme poverty. The
additional shame in that the exercise is taken a step further
ranks under the poverty line by determining the non-food re-
have increased during the quirements (housing, cloth,
period 1972-1997 i.e. medical service etc) of an adult

independence instead of re-
ducing the number of the poor
people has been an in-
crease of them. According to
another estimate, there are now
roughly 60 million people lan-
gui under abject poverty
compared to 50 million or so
immediately after the indepen-

able-bodied person as a per-
centage of the Kilo calorie food
requirement. The tion of
the food and the non-food re-
quirements as expressed in
money terms constitutes the
minimum income level needed
to purchase the irreducible
minimum consumption basket.

dence was achieved through a That income level is the so-
prolonged and bloody but glori-  called poverty line.

ous war of liberation. And yet A recently conducted
there are so many success sto- Household Expenditure Survey

ries on poverty alleviation
claimed both by the government
and the non-government orga-
nizations. True due to the suc-
cessful interventions against
verty — NGO programmes
ing the most noteworthy
amongst those — a significant
proportion of the poor has
aduated out of poverty. The
act that there are a larger
number of the r in 1997
ed to 1972 is an evi-
dence that the rate of move-
ment out of the poverty line is
lower than the rate of increase
of those who join therein by
birth, deprivation and other
causes.
It is perhaps useful to define
for a common under-

poverty
standing of what it is. "Povu-ti-
is a state of economic, socia

(HES) in Bangladesh shows a
modest improvement in poverty
situation in Bangladesh by
head count since the early
eighties. The incidence of na-
tional poverty declined from
952.3 to 49.7 per cent during the
period 1984-92. The declining
trend in income-poverty seems
to be continuing as a large scale
survey funded by World Bank
and conducted by BIDS shows
the proportion of people in
Eoverty in rural areas of

angladesh fgll from 26 per
cent in 1987 to 23 per cent in
1994. However, how much of
reduction in rural poverty is
due to in-migration to cities is a
major point to inquire into.
Moreover, despite the decline in
percentage terms, the ranks of
the poor are on the increase in

and psychological deprivation absolute numbers.
occurring among le or No doubt, the emerging con-
countries lacking sufficient cept of cipatory develop-

ownership, control or access to
resources to maintain accept-
able li standards” is the
way the Ottawa based North-
Suu& Institute di:ﬂrwda]

in port on Rural Poverty in
h in 1985. Poverty is
thus a multi-dimensional phe-
nomenon; its measurement in
mere numbers always leaves a

ment with the active involve-
ment of the human beings at
the eq:l:trc pimﬁ of any devel-
opment process is a news.
But this is also a formidable
constraint in the devel t
process itself because of the ex-
tremely low level of human de-
velopment in place in many de-

UNBP Human Development Re.

mgap. Poverty. however

or ., remains‘'a mﬂﬂ'?. Human t
very cursed, demeaning and (HDI) of Bangl puts
debilita state of condition of the country at the 143rd posi-
a human being nobody would tion t 174 countries. Its
like to be in. HDI value at 0.365 compares

Of the various standard def-
initions of poverty, we would
use the narrow hu}ln convenient
to e t.
In this definition, a mmm
calorie intake requirements are
determined for an able bodied
adult individual. Those who are
unable to have 90 per cent of
the minimum requirements are

unfavourably with that in Sri-
lanka (0.698), Pakistan (0.442),
India (0.436) and Myanmar
(0.451); it compares favourably
only with the HDI value in
Nepal (0.332), and Bhutan
(0.307). The profile of human
deprivation reveals that 47.5
per cent of the people were in-
come-poor while 76.9 per cent

IAN FLEMING'S James Bond

FOCUS

) Defeat the Prophets of Doom

by Mohammed Farashuddin

"Our goal must be to reduce these disparities across and within countries, to bring more and more people
into the economic mainstream, to promote equitable access to the benefits of
development regardless of nationality, race or gender."

of the people were capability-
poor in B adesh. The report
shows 52.85 per cent people
were without access to ﬁ:aﬁh
services, 63.35 per cent were
without proper sanitation and
26 per cent of the children were
not attending primary schools.
On some other indices. a defi-
nite improving trend is visible;
for instance, life expectancy at
birth improved from 40 years in
1960 to 56 years in 1993, in-
fant mortality declined from
156 to 106 during the period
1960-93, underweight children
under 5 as a proportion to all
children declined from 84 in
1975 to 66 in 1990, adult liter-.
ary rate increased from 24 per
cent in 1970 to 37 per cent in
1993 and the gross enrollment
ratio for the ages 6-23
marginally increased from 30
per cent in 1980 to 32 per cent
in 1990. The data provided by
government show an even bet-
ter picture in these social indi-
cators in 1995 with life ex-
pectancy at 58 years, gross
primary enrollment ratio at 82
per cent, adult li at 44 per
cent and infant mortality per
thousand live births at 78.
Poverty alleviation measures
generally proceed from a real-
ization that it has two distinc-
tive dimensions. There is one
level of deprivation of income or
assets which is the primary
c?l.&lac of . The other level
of the fxm:rty imension is con-
cerned with power and ici-
pation, the absence of which
perpetuates and even ra-
vates poverty. Paul Streeten in
his ' Concepts and Mea-
surement’ tried in 1990 to es-
tablish a link between these two
dimensions of poverty allevia-
tion. He cites good working
conditions, om to choose
jobs and livelihoods, self-de-
termination, an assertion of
traditional and religious values,
empowerment or access to
and the opportunities to
join and participate in develop-
mental activities as the key el-
ements in such a linkage. He
acknowledges the difficulties in
measuring these aspects but
still warns against the adverse

uence of them.
mmmgladeamﬁe num-
ber below the poverty line
swells, as landlessness and as-
setlessness is reinforcing the

process of paugeﬂzatiun. and
as more than half the people
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ﬂnual Anb;md{;a Mgm]g.: A 3-day long annual Ananda
organised fficers’ Mahila Commit begin
Tine: 11 am. Venue: Officers' Club. e il *

Discussion meetiqig: A discussion on ATDP's
(Agrobased Industries & Technology Development Project)

Experience in Agribusiness Promotion will be held. Time:
Venue: Hotel Razmoni Isha Kha. . e o .

Rotary Chub of Dhanmondi: 'I‘heumcklﬁlgnﬁrgd

the club will be held. Time: 5:30 pm. Venue: Dhaka C

Rotary Club of J ahanq}m% ar Dhaka:
weekly meeting of the club will be held. : 9:30 pm. vﬂ'ﬂ:
Chak.lz.dcr House, 394, Moghbazar, Madhubag.

SEIIIIIIH.I‘: A promotional seminar on Export Credit
Guarantee & Insurance organised by Shadharan Bima
Corporation will be held. Time: 10 am. Venue: Hotel Purbani.

Workshop: Legisiative Advoc ‘

H acy and Participation of the
Society Pro cf:P Bangladesh Legal Ai?and Services' Trust, and
Ain O Shalish Kendra, Madaripur Legal Aid Assoc will jointly
hold a wurkshug on Human Rights Commission for

p

Bangladesh. Time: 3 pm. Venue: CIRDAP auditorium.

Envoy of Iran calls on FM

The Ambassador of the Is- Samad Azad said that B a-
lamic Republic of Iran to desh is deeply committed to
Bangladesh Mohammad Sa- working for achieving inter-
degh Fayyaz called on Foreign nationa peace, security and
Minister Abdus Samad Azad at  understanding and solidarity of

his office yesterday, reports the Islamic ummah

EE
dalst

They discussed matters re-
lating to mutual interest with
special reference to holding of

Summit in Iran.
Foreign Minister Abdus

He hoped that the OIC
Tehran summit would con-
tribute immensely in further-

ing the cause of [slamic
ummah.
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HAS EXTINGUISHED

A procession of the disabled in the city ye;ﬁay

suffer the ignominy of being il-
literate, the urgency for vastly
enlarged and mnﬂ;ﬁhﬂ pro-

ammes of povert eviation

as never been higher. Each
government in the coun is
compelled to put poverty allevi-
ation at the top of the agenda.
Despite some weight in the
skepticism of some notable
scholars and writers, the
poverty alleviation programmes
do seem to be moving in the
right direction. Whether or not
the efforts are commensurate
with the magnitude of the prob-
lem is another matter. Another
question that looms is what is
beyond poverty, that is for those

who graduate out of povert
what are the avenues tu%ﬂusl

n
the status of not bel.n% poor and
to improve upon it. It is perhaps
well known that several gov-
ernment supported pro-
%rammea implemented by the

angladesh Rural Development
Board and the government-non-
overnment cooperation under

e stewardship of Palli Karma
Saha Foundation (termed by
the World Bank as a model in
GO-NGO cooperation) have
been undertaking several very
successful programmes and
projects aiming at poverty alle-
viation on the one hand and
empowerment through skill ac-
quisition of the landless and
assetness on the other. And
who does not know of the
significant work that is being
done by Grameen Bank, BRAC,
PROSHIKA, ASA and others in
organizing, motivating,
and provi microcredit with-
out collateral to fight out of the
vicious cycle of poverty. The
questions that are being asked
in this respect are :
lma]uﬂre these programmes al-

ating poverty or crea in-
debtedness; why are thtrtinlgmrc
in the ranks of the poor now
cumsaared to 25/26 years ago?

b) Are the poor managing
their own mes?

c] What about the sustain-
ability of the programmes
themselves?

d) What is beyond poverty
line?

Unfortunately, beyond case
studies, there are no systemati-
cally undertaken surveys
showing concrete results of the

y alleviation programmes.
n other words, there are no
scientifically collected and col-
lated data to show the number
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of people that have graduated
out of poverty line specificall
attributable to identifiable

aveny alleviation p
i the 1n;:rtl'uz':r 1hsmd.

enty o e who complain
{Jhat the RI%OB or gnvcrml']n:nt

ogrammes of which they are
ciaries have put them into
rpetual borrowing situation.
ain there is no conclusive
evidence to fully justify such a
onclusion although some work
as suggested borrowing more
to just r?ay past loan sows the
seed of destruction for ?overly
it pro-

there are

alleviation microcred

alle-
viation programmes areyman-
aged in most cmnt]? le
external to the locality. e
poor form themselves into
groups for ensuring social dy-
namics and providing grou
collateral but they do not hold
the key to the management of
the NGOs they belong to. Very
often local elite/educated who
usually reside in urban areas
start an NGO aiming at
alleviation in his/her locality.
He/she or they do occasionally
or even frequently visit the pro-
gramme/project areas Erl‘:t
is/are not resident in poverty.
Also in the management
committees of such pro-
grammes/projects, the poor
are not in command or in ma-
jority (Grameen Bank is an ex-
ception) tl;f mmmm}ug of the
organization. Thus parti tion
in the sense in whichpaFaul
Streeten would like to see is
gut:ncr;.l? absent. As a result,

e leadership, self confidence
and ultimate sustainability
would continue to elude the
poor. There is room for serious
ret on the ment
content of the poverty allevia-

tion Programm.
ith ownership and man-

agement is also linked the fi-
nancial viability of the
alleviation p es. It also
on t is ha
in the world around us. As is
clear now, the quantum and
quality of official development
assistance would slowly but
aur:klf decline. ODA's place
would be taken by Direct For-
eign Investment I) which is
highly competitive and the poor
may not be able to access. On
the other hand, all the micro-
credit programmes have
tremendous sa tential
by the poor. Not be-

lieves anymore that the poor
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save partjcularly from thelllri '
cen

cremental income; 98 per

or so repayment rate or 10 per
cent or so savings by the mi-
crocredit beneficiaries, more
than three fourths of whom are
women, should prompt a re-
doubling of eflorts to increase
the savings of the poor benefi-
ciaries. In this process, the
may acquire skills and organi-
zation to fight out of poverty
and then take on sustainable
programmes themselves.

Based on the work in the
poverty eradication area, | have
ample reason to worry about
iwo specific groups at the two
ends of the vast poor ulation
in Bangladesh. At the bottom
end a fifth of the poor or 10 per
cent of the population are sick,
illiterate and disillusioned
about life and living. They are
not bankable even for micro-
credit as they cannot in their
present state of health and pn;y-

s for

| chology deploy resource

income generation and repay-

| ment. They usually reside at

most remote ends of the coun-

! try and even the NGOs are not

most keen to reach them. What
they need is really social trans-
fers or consumption support
initially. We should seriously
search for a combination of
vulnerable group feeding type
grant programmes with income
generating type microcredit

Metropolitan

O e

ark t.hﬁ

programmes. e programme
| should come as a package

| people

hasing food assistance,
ealthcare and education in the
past round to be followed by in-
come generating type credit.

Motivation should occur
throughout. This is the only in-
stance where a grant element is
not only desirable but also
highly necessaty.
At the other end of the
spectrum are those who
are skilled and dynamic at the
aduating point out of poverty
evel. Th squalify for micro-
credit and are not espoused by
the banking system to provide
funds to undertake micro en-
terprises. There is a need for
immediate li s between the
poverty alleviation pro mes
and the commercial banks or
specialized institutions to help
create micro entrepreneurs out
of the successful poverty fight-
ers. The other linkage that is a
crying need of the hour in

Thye Dirily Star
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Bangladesh is the backward
linkage of the relatively bi

capital intensive industries wit

the small even micro enter-
prises of relative labour inten-
uitly. Such linkages, if success-
fully emulated from wherever
they succeeded would lead to
creation of millions of wage jobs
and self-employment to ensure
a healthy, robust, dignified
Euple in a peaceful society in

ngladesh.

I am sure many readers
would like to seriously ponder
over what the World Bank
President James D Wolfensohn
had to say in the Bank-Fund
Annual Meeting Address in
September 1997 in Hong Kong.
In respect of what he called the
Challenge of Inclusion, Mr
Wolfensohn said, "Our goal
must be to reduce these dispar-
ities across and within coun-
tries, to bring more and more
people into the economic main-
siream, to promote equitable
access to the benefits of devel-
opment regardless of national-
ity, race or gender." We can
thus no more afford to have a
North South Divide. We must
instead have an East-West Al-

“

liance as a solid foundation to
synthesize the values, poten-
tials, productivities and re-
quirements of the East with the
rigour, discipline and
technological capability of the
West to fight the common
problems of hunger, disease,
illiteracy, environmental
degradation, violation of human
rights including violence
against women and all forms of
discrimination towards a
prosperous, equitable and
peaceful world. Poverty in any
part of the wqrld should be a
shame for the entire world
which is now but a common
village.

It is time to defeat the
prophets of doom and the icon-
oclasts to usher in an era full of
life, optimism and vibrance to
ensure that the twin, meani
the East and the West, sha
meet. In Bangladesh, the poor
have already demonstrated
their will to fight against

overty to restore a dignified
iving on a sustained basis.

The author, an economist and
educationist, is the Vice Chancel-
lor of East-West University.

Investment in Education

A Changing Scenario

by Dr M Zakir Husain

Basic education is supposed to give core skills to all with skills to continue to learn.
But basic education in many schools is failing to educate many in
core skills; students are not learning to learn.

RE we aware that a revolu-
tion is imminent, if not
Iready present?
Information technology and
global communication present
a challenge to the traditional .
investment pattern in
education. As more and more
take charge of what they
do, when they work and for
whom they work, there are
implications on pub-
lic and private investment in
education, the government's
role and that of the society at
large. In the wake of the twenty-
first century, the individual
and not the organisation or the
institution is emerging as the
focus of im ce,

In the decades to come, full
time employment in factories
and places of production will
decline (and it is already hap-
pening in the industrialised
countries), and self-employ-
ment and non-permanent em-

&l;i?rment will be on the rise. So
there be a rise in service-re-

traditiorat or- = product

anisational skills will begin to
ose importance. That is the fu-
ture scenario. Are societies and
%::vcmmcnts particularly in
e developing economies fully
ng to face this emerging
challenge?

By definition, a market
economy does not tolerate inef-
ficiency and waste; it champi-
ons efficiency and optimises
market driven use of resources
inclu the human resources.
What the established present
pattern of investment in educa-
tion does is to fund institutions
and not students, invest far
more for fewer in higher educa-
tion and far too little in basic
education for the many. Basic
education is su to give
core skills to all with skills to
continue to learn. But basic ed-
ucation in many schools is fail-
I'IEI to educate many in core

Is; students are not learning
to learn. To compound this, the
higher education institutions
are ill-equip and unable to

| supply the kills demanded by

the market that is rapidly
changing and requiring ever

newer skills. Many universities
the world over remain slow to
learn, to adapt.and to change.
If the above scenario is gen-
erally true, there are two major
issues governments and soci-
eties need to address and do so
urgently. First, make higher
investments in basic education

to secure core competence for
most of the population. For that
to happen, new resources will
have to be found and some re-
sources will have to be shifted
from higher education. Second,
open higher education to pri-
vate sector funding and help
build a stronger infrastructure
to educate and supply the mar-
ket with a work force with
higher skills according to its
employability rather that ac-
cording to what is produced by
the institutions of higher learn-
ing. Production-driven em-
ployment by the state and pri-
vate sector will be a thing of the
past.
What is socially and eco-
nomically justifiable and ra-
tional is for the state to create
and support open opportunities
for learning the core skills to
all and facilities for higher edu-
cation that funds the learner
and not the institutions of
learning. The net rate of return
would probably be higher that
way. If that means fewer higher
ucation facilities, so be it.
‘After all, the waste inherent in
H%TEI.
employable higher graduates is
far better redirected to create
equal opportunities for many to
acquire core work and fife
skills. It is from that baseline
from where higher education
and skills are better acquired
alongside work and employ-
ment.

It is interesting to extrapo-
late the above ent in med-
ical and health professional
education. As modern societies
develop. individuals take on
greater role and responsibili-
ties. This includes their rights
and responsibilities to protect
and promote their own health
without relying on mystical or
miraculous power of the physi-
cian. They would then depend
less on institutional services if
and when they are in ill health.
Highly educated and skilled
professionals are then needed
more for fewer conditions of ill
health and more appropriately
for macro policy and popula-
tion based public health pro-
grammes that are beyond the
umm of the individual.

mary healthcare, by def-
inition and practice, is equi-
table access to essential health-
care including curative care. It
connotes additionally that peo-
le take charge of their own
ealth as their right and re-
sponsibility and act in families
and communities to do what
needs to be done to promote

mrass of urs =

health and prevent diseases. It
stresses grassroots level
healthcare largely where people
live and work and is largely
managed by health workers in-
cluding professionals with core
skills of prevention, promotion
and not merely of cure or palli-
ation. Investment in education
of many health workers in core
skills of primary healthcare
will arguably give better and
more equitable opportunities
for many to be employed either
self-employed or state em-
ployed.

Arguably, it would yield
greater health outcomes and
enefits. Should then invest-
ment in primary healthecare
and education of workers to
provide that care be a higher
societal and governmental pri-
ority than investment in higher
medical education that is pro-
duction-driven and not market
driven? Should public funds be
invested more in personal in-
cgme tEimd prgt}l driven: hiﬁher
education and less in empleya-
bility driven and beﬂeﬁ?gﬂfﬂcn
- core-education? Obvibushsthere
is a major policy implication
for governments and societies
in this.

Evolving new knowledge and
information in public health
and medicine is already chai-
lenging the conventional wis-
dom that medical care by
highly skilled physician is the
sin%lﬂ determinant of good
health. In reality, is not even an
important one. In the emerging
market economy, the govern-
ments will have a changing
role. It has to facilitate and not
necessarily run good healthecare
establishments. It has to invest
more and preferentially where
the returns in healthcare the
highest. It also has the concur-
rent obligation to create and
support greater and wider op-
portunities for health workers
to acquire core skills and not
specialised skills by the few
that bring more personal bene-
fits in the healthcare market
place. In the new disposition,
governments take charge of ed-
ucation and training of health
workers needed for primary
healthcare without necessarily
employing all or most of them.

The future will see employa-
bility and not employment as
the pattern where people have
the freedom of choice as to
where they work and for how
long. Life-long permanent in-
stitutional employment will be
on the decline.
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Coordination Council for
Human Rights in Bangladesh
!CEHRB} will hold a seminar on
Patience in Politics and Human
Rights' in the city on December

By Staff Correspondent
10 in observance of World
Human Rights Day.

The seminar will be held at 3
pm at Children Auditorium of
the National Museum, says a

CCHRB holds seminar on Dec 10

press release.

Besides, CCHRB also plans to
bring out a rally from Central
Sha Minar to Jatiya Press

Club at 8:30 amron that day.

Tributes to Mostafiz

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a discussion
meeting yesterday paid glowing
tributes to the memory of for-
mer Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs Lt Col (Retd) ASM
Mostafizur Rahman.

The meeting organised by
Mostafizur Rahman Memorial
Council was held at the main
auditorium of the National
Press Club in the afternoon.

Prof AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury, MP, the deputy
leader of the opposition in par-
liament, addressed the memo-
rial meeting as the chief guest
while former Finance Minister
M Saifur Rahman, MP, was
sent as the special guest. Il"l;;
convenor of the organisation
MM Rezaul Karim presided over

the meeting.

Recalling the memo of
Mostafizur Rahman, rof
Badruddoza said that as a for-
eign minister Mostafizur Rah-
man played a significant role in
buildﬂlg a brighter image of the
country abroad.

He said Mostaflzur Rahman
was a true patriot and devoted
himself for the interest of the
country.

Turning to national politics,
Prof Badruddoza said that the
government of Sheikh Hasina
was resorting to the politics of

oppression to remain in the
power,

Turning to the just signed
CHT accord he said that
Bangladesh was going to lose its
sovereignty over the hill areas
once the accord was imple-

mented. He said the accord in
contrary to the Constitution.

Earlier, a photography exhi-
bition on late Mostafizur Rah-
man was held.

| Dr Amanullah
hospitalised

State Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Prof Dr M
Amanullah was admitted to the
Institute of Cardiovascular Dis-
ease (ICVD) Tuesday after a se-
rious heart attack, an official
handout said yesterday, reports
BSS.

Minister for Food and Agri-
culture Motia Chowdhury, State
Minister for Labour and Man-

wer Abdul Mannan, Brig M A

alek and BMA secretary gen-
eral Dr Mostafa Jalal Mohiud-
din visited the minister at the
hospital.
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Rahman speaking at a memorial meeting organised in
observance of the first death anniversary of former
Foreign Minister A S M Mostafizur Rahman at the Jatiya
Press Club yesterday. — Star photo



