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Following is the English
rendering of the peace agree-
ment signed between the Na

tional Committee on Chit
tagong Hill Tracts alfairs,
formed by the government of
Bangladesh, and Parbatya

Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity, reports BSS.

Keeping full and unswerved
allegiance in Bangladesh's state
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity in Bangladesh's Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts region under
the jurisdiction of the Constitu
tion of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh, the ational
Committee on Chittagong Hill
Tracts. on behalf of the gov-
ernment of the People's Repub-
lic of Bangladesh, and Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity, on behalf of the inhabi-
tants of Chittagong Hill Tracts,
reached the following agree-
ment in four parts lnanwt‘v Ka,
Kha, Ga. Gh ?Iﬂ uphold the po-
litical, social., cultural, educa-
tional and economic rights of
all the people of Chittagong Hill
Tracts region, to expedite socio-
economic development process
and to preserve respective the
rights of all the citizens of
Bangladesh and their develop-
ment.

(Ka) General:

1. Both the sides recognised
the need for protecting the
characteristics and attaining
overall development of the re

ion considering Chittago
ill Tracts as a t. hal inhabi
region.

2 Both the parties have de-
cided to formulate. change,
amend and incorporate con-
cerned acts, regulations and
Eraftmﬂ as soon as possible in

with the consensus and
rfspnnstbilll}r expressed in dif-
ferent sections of the agree-
ment.

3. An implementation
committee will be formed to
monitor the implementation
process of the agreement with
the following members:

Ka) A member nominated by
the Prime Minister: Convenor

Kha) Chairman of the task-
force formed under the purview
of the agreement ........... ' Imem-
ber

Ga) President of Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity : member

4. The eement will come
into effect from the date of its
signing and execution by both
the sides. This agreement will
be valid from the date of its ef-
fect until all the steps are exe-
cuted as per the agreement.

(Khia) Chittagong Hill Tracts
Local Government Council /Hill
District Council:

Both the sides have reached

Ereemtnl with regard to
changing, amrndm% mcﬂrpu-
rating and writin the exist-
ing Parbatya Zila Sthanio
Sarkar Parishad Ain 1989
(Rangamati Parbatya Zila
Sthanio Sarkar Parishad Ain
1989, Bandarban Parbatya Zila
Sthanio Sarkar Parishad Ain
1989, Khagrachhari Parbatya
Zila Sthanio SarKar Parishad
Ain 1989) and its different
clauses before this agreement
comes into force,

1. The word "tribal” used in
different clauses of the
Parishad Ain will stay.

2. The name "Parbatya Zila
Sthanio Sarkar Parishad"” will
be amended and the name of
parishad will be "Parbatya Zila
Parishad.’

3. "Non-tribal permanent
residents” will mean those who
are not a tribal but have legal
lands and generally live in hill
districts at specific addresses.

4. Ka) There will be 3 (three)
seats for women in each of the
Parbatya Zila Parishad. One
third (1/3) of these seats will be
for non-tribals.

Kha) 1, 2, 3 and 4 sub-clauses
of clause 4 will remain in force
as per the original act.

Ga) The words "deputy com-
missioner” and "deputy com-
missioner's” in the second line
of sub-clause (5) of clause 4 will
be replaced by "circle chief" and
"circle chief's".

Gha) the following sub-
clause will be incorporated in
the clause 4 — "The concerned
circle office will ascertain
whether a person is non-tribal
or not on the basis of submis-
sion of certificate given by con-
cerned mouza headman /union
parishad chair-
man/pourashabha chairman

and no non-iribal person can
become the non-tribal candi-

date without the certificate re-
ceived from the circle officer re-
garding this.”

5. In the clause 7 it has been
stated that the chairman or any
other elected member will have
to take oath or give declaration
before Chittagong Divisional
Commissioner before taking
over office. Amending this in
place of "Chittagong Divisional
Commissioner,” the members
will take oath or give declara-
tion before "any High Court Di-
vision Judge."

6. The words "to Chittagon
Divisional Commissioner” will
be replaced by "as per election
rules" in the fourth line of
clause 8.

7. The words "three _',rcars
will be replace by "five years" in
the second line of clause 10.

8. In clause number 14 there
will be provision that a tribal
member elected by other mem-
bers of the Parishad will chair
and discharge other responsi-
bilities if the post of chairman
falls vacant or in his absence.

9 The existing clause num-
ber 17 will be replaced by the
following sentences: A persc.
will be considered eligible 0 be
enlisted in the voiers list if
he/she (1} is a Bangladeshi citi-
zen (2) he/she is not below the
18 years (3) appropriate court
has not declared nim mentally
sick (4) he/she is a permanent
resident of hill district.

10. In sub-clause 2 of clause
number 20 the words "delimita-
tions of constituencies” will be
incorporated independently.

11. In sub-clause 2 of clause
25 there will be a provision that
the chairman of all the meet-
ings of the Parishad or a tribal
member elected by other mem-
bers of the Parishad will chair

---------

meetings and discharge other
responsibilities if Ihl' post of
chairman falls vacant or in his
absence.

12 As the entire region of
Khagrachhari district is not in-
cluded in the Mong circle, the
words “Khagrachhari Mon
Chief” in clause number 26 o
Khagrachhari Parbatya Zila

Sthanio Sarkar Parishad Ain

will be replaced by the words
"Mong circle chief and Chakma
circle chiel.” Similarly, there

will be scope for the presence of
Bomang chief in the meetings of
Rangamati Parbatya ila
Parishad. In the same way,
there will be provision that the
Bomang circle chiel can attend
the meetings of Bandarban
Parbatya Zila Parishad meet-
ings if he wishes or invited to

join.

13. In sub-clause (1) and sub-
clause (2) of clause 31 there will
be a provision that a chief exec-
utive officer of the status of a
deputy secretary will be there as
secretary in a Parishad and the
tribal officials will get priority
in this post.

14. Ka) In sub clause (1) of
clause 32 there will be a provi-
sion that the Parishad will be
able to create new posts for dif-
ferent classes of officers and
employees for properly con-
ducting the activities of the
Parishad.

Kha) The sub-clause 2 of
clause 32 will be amended as
follows: The Parishad can, ac-
cording to rules, recruit class
three and four employees and
can transfer, suspend, termi-
nate or given any other pun-
ishment. But condition would
be that in case of such appoint-
ments the tribal residents of the
district will be given pnuﬂhv

Ga) As per sub-clause of
clause 32, the government, in
consultation with the Parishad,
may appoint officers for the
other posts and there will be le-
gal provision to removed, sus-
pend or terminate or penalise
officers as per the government
rules.

15. 'As per rules' will be
mentioned in Sub-clause (3) of
Rule 33.

16. In the third line of Sub-
clause (1) of Rule 36, the words
‘or in any way devised by the
government” will be deleted.

17. Ka) The principal clause
of the 'fourth’ r.}!' Sub-clause
(One) of Clause 37 will be valid.

Kha) "As per rules "will be
included in Sub-clause (2), Gha,
of Rule 37.

18. Sub-clause (3) of clause
38, will be cancelled and sub-
clause (4) will be amended in
conformity with the fu]luwing
text, “a new budget can &g -
pared and approved, if needed,
al any time, before the cumplr=

tion of the previous financial
year.

19. Rules 42 will incorporate
the following sub-clause: "The
parishad, with the allocated
money from the government,
will receive, initiate or imple-
ment any develo m:nt roject
in the transl and
all national-level deu:l ment
programmes will be lmplc-
mented through the parishad by
the concerned min-
istries /divisions/organisa-
tions.”

20. The word "Parishad” will
replace the word "government”
in the second line of Sub-clause
(2) of Rule 45.

21. Rules 50, 51, and 52 will
be repealed and following
clauses will be introduced:

"If needed, the government
will give advice or regulatory
directives for streamlining the
Parishad activities with the
nh[]ECtivEs of the aforesaid
rules.”

"The government, if the gov-
ernment receives any hard evi-
dence that any acti?lty or pro-
posed activity of the Parishad is
violating the aforesaid rules or
is inconsistent with it, will
have the authority to ask for
written information along with
explanation. The government
will also have the authority to
give advice or directives in this

regard.”
22, "Within 90 days of aboli-
tion of the Parishad" shall be

read in place of "after the i
of dtfuﬁct period” bcfnrzx[:hrg
words "the at:t“ under clause 53
sub-clause (3).

23. The word 'government’
will be replaced by the word
"ministry” in the third and
fourth lines in clause 61.

24. (A) sub-clause (1) in
clause 62 will be replaced by the
following:

Whatever be the provisions
in the currently prevailing
laws, hill districts police sub-
inspector and below shall be
appointed by the Parishad as

r the prescribed rules and the
t;}:‘ishad will tranhsff:r and

e action against them as
the pres-t‘.‘ribeg rules. =

However, the condition will
be that tribals of the district
will get preference in case of
this apﬁgintmcnt

e words "supports will
be provided” will remain in
third line in clause 63.

26. Clause 64 will be
amended as follows:

a) Whatever exists in the cur-
rently prevailing laws, without
prior ermission of the

arishad, no lands, including

easable khas lands in the dis-
trict, can be leased out, sold,
purchased or transferred.

However, it will not be appli-
cable in case of the re or-
est, Kaptai Hydroelectricity
Project area, Betbunia Satellite
Station area, state-owned in-
dustrial enterprises and lands
recorded in the name of the gov-
ernment.

b) Whatever exists in the cur-
rently prevailing other laws,
the government cannot acquire
or transfer any lands, hills and
forests under the juﬂa-dictlunu
of the Hill District Parishad
without prior discussion and
approval of the Parishad.

Ga) The Parishad may su-
Eerwsc or control the work of

eadmen, chairman, amin, sur-
veyors, kanungo and assistant
commissioners (land).

Gha) The fringe land of Kap-
tai lake will be leased out on
priority basis to their original
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27. Clause 65 will be
amended to formulate the fol-
lowing: For the time being,
whatever law is in force, the
land development tax of the
district will in the hand of
the Parishad and the tax to be
collected on that account will be
in the fund of the Parishad.

28. Clause 67 will be
amended to formulate the fol-
lowing: Parishad and the gov-
ernment will raise specific pro-
posals if it is necessary for the
coordination of the Parishad
and the government, and coor-
dination of work will be done
through mutual consultations.

29. Sub-clause (1) of Clause
68 will be amended to formulate
the following sub-clause:

With a view to fulfilling the
objectives of this law, the gov-
ernment will be able to prepare
rules aftler discussion with the
Parishad through gazette notifi-
cation. Even after the formula-
tion of mn¥I rule, the Parishad
will have the right to appeal to
the government for re-consid-
eration of such rules.

30. Ka) In the first and sec-
ond paragraphs of sub-clause
[H of Clause 69, the words

prior apﬁr{wal of the govern-
rm:nt be drop and fol-
lowing part will bc added after
the words "should be done” in
the third para:

It is conditional that if the
government di ees with an
part of the provision formula
lhcn the government will be
able to provide suggestions or
directives regarding the provi-

sion.

Kha) In the (Ja) of sub-
clause (2) of Clause 69 the
words "the power of the chair-
man will be given to any officers
of the parishad” will be

d
mgrdCIEUI: 70 will be

deleted.

32. Clause 79 will be
amended to formulate the fol-
lowing section:

The Parishad will be able to
make written a to the gov-
ernment in case it feels that a
law passed by the Jatiya

sad or any other authority
ifficult for the district or
objectionable for the tribals af-

ter stating the reasons of the
difficulty or objection and thc

government may take a
nﬁc steps for rcdrcnn]pp
the a ’

. Ka) The word supervision
will be added after "discipline”
in the schedule number one on
the activities of the Parishad.

Kha) The activities of the
Parishad mentioned in number
three will be added with the
[ollowing:

(1) Vocational education, (2)
Primary education in mother
tongue (3) Secondary education.

a) The words 'reserved’ or

will be drop from the first
schedule u the activities of

Parishad and sub-clause 6
(Kha).

34. The followi
-will be included in l?ieg ﬁnm\u
and responsibilities of the hill
district parishads:

(Ka) Land and land man-

ment, (Kha) Police (local),

(Ga) Tribal law and social jus-
tice, (Gha) Youth welfare, (Uma)
Environmental protection and
development, (Cha) Local
tourism, (Chha) improvement

trust and other local govern-
ment institutions, arring
paurashava and union

parishads, (Ja) Issue of licence
to local industries and busi-
ness, barring Kaptai water re-
sources, per use and irriga-
tion of other rivers and canals
and beels, (Jha) Preservation of
statistics of birth and deaths,
(Ta) Business transactions and

1972

Jun 24 — A regional political
party styled as "Parbattya
Chattagram Sanghati Dal”
formed to realise the demand of
regional autonomy for Larma
tribe.

1973

Jan 7 — "Shantibahini”
formed as the military front of
the Parbattya Chattragram
Jana Sanghati Samity (PCJSS)
with the leadership of Shantu
Larma.

Feb 13 — During a visit to the
CHT, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman announced
"From now on, everybody in-
cluding the tribals will be called
as Bangalee".

1975 |
After the assassination of

Bangabandhu, Shantu Larma

went into hide.

1976

CHT Development Board
formed. Non-tribals rehabili-
tated in the CHT under govern-
ment initiative.

1977

May 29 — A major attack by
Shantibahini on troops.
Strength of army beefed up.

1980

Mar 25 — 300 killed in firing
in a Buddhist Monastery at
Kalampati. Shantibahini held
army responsible for the
killing.

1982

Oct 24 — Jana Sanghati
Samity split into two factions
led by Mahabendra Narayan

Larma and Priti Kumar
Chakma.

1983

Oct 1 — Ershad government
declared general mercy for the
members of Shantibahini.

Nov 10 — MN Larma killed
in tribal feud.

1985

Apr 19 — Many members of
Priti group of Shantibahini
surrendered to the government.
Priti went into hide. |

Oct 21 — First meeting be-

-council

(Tha) Jum cultivation.

35. The following subjects
and sources will be included for
imposition of taxes, rate, toll
and lees by the Parishad stated
in the second schedule:

(Ka) Registration fee of man-
ual vehicles, (Kha) Tax on buy-
ing and selling of commodities,
(Ga) Holding tax on land and
buildings, (Gha) Tax on domes-
tic animals, (Uma) Fees of social
judgement, (Cha) Holding tax
on government and non-gov-
ernment industries, Chha) A
portion of royalty on forest re-
sources, (Ja) Supplementary tax
on cinema, jatra and circus,
(Jha) Partial royalty of contracts
by government for search and
exploration of mineral re-
sources, (Neo) Tax on business,
(Ta) Tax on Lottery, (Tha) Tax

on t:atchinﬁ fish.
parishad

1. A regional council will be
formed combining the three hill
districts local government
parishad through amending
some clause of three hill dis-
tricts Local Government
Parishad Act 1989 with a view
to strengthening and making
them effective.

2. Chairman of the parishad
will be indirectly elected by the
elected members of the

shad. The chairman will en-
oy the status of a state minis-
ter and he must be a tribal

3. The had will consist
of 22 members, includi its
chairman. Two-thirds of the
members will be elected from
the tribals.

Followi
the shad:

hairman one, Member
(tribal) male 12. Member (tribal)
female 2, Member (non-tribal) 6.
Member (non-tribal) female one.

Among the total male tribal
members, five will be elected
from the Chakma tribe, three
from Marma, two from Tripura
and one from Morang and EI"L"
c

Two perl-unl will be elected
from every district from the
non-tribal male members. In
the case of non-tribal female
members, one from the Chakma
tribe and one from the other
tribes will be elected.

4) Three seats will be re-
served from women in the
council of which one-third will
be non-tribal.

mcﬂT:lri?I banmherl of the
coun elected indirectly
by the elected members of the

three hill district councils.
Chairman of the three hill dis-
tricts will be the ex-officio
n}:cmbeﬁuhnf thﬁ council and
they will have the voting t.

The eligibility and non m

of the candidates for the mtm
bership of the council will be
ﬂmﬂar to that of the members
of the Hill District Council.

6) The tenure ul' the munci]
will be five years
ration and ita n
lution

%m
n:lmtuf

and employees and matters re-
lated to mnctrnad subject and
procedures will be similar to the
nu tn and procedures
avour of and applicable
the?liui Dintﬂc’:al'i:omrcﬂ i
princi executive -
r::r equivalent to the Joint Sec-
tary of the t will be
nl? mted in the council and
e tribal candidates will be
given preference in the ap-
pointment of the post.
8) A) If the chairman's post
of the council remains vacant, a
chairman will be elected indi-
rectly from the other tribal
mem of the council by the
members of the three hill dis-
trict councils for an interim pe-

is the structure of

fnr

CHT-Chronology

tween the Ershad government
and PCJSS,

1987
Dec 18 — Second round meet-
ing between the Jatiya Party

Jan 24-25 — Third meeting
between the JP government and
PCJSS.

Feb 17-18 — Fourth meeting
between the JP government and
PCJSS.

Jun 19 — Fifth meeting be-
tween the JP government and
PCJSS.

Dec 14-15 — Sixth meeting
between the JP government and
PCJSS.

1989

Feb 15 — CHT Local Govern-
ment Bill passed in the parlia-
ment.

Feb 16 — Tribals and non-
tribals reached to an agree-
ment.

May 4 — Armed attack by
Shantibahini. Some tribal vil-
lages torched allegedly by non-
tribals at Longadu.

Jun 25 — Local Government
election held in the CHT.

1992

Apr 10 — 300 killed in armed
clashes between tribal and non-
tribals at village Lodang. An
enquiry committee formed by
the Khaleda Zia government.

Jul 10 — Government formed
a committee on CHT headed by
Communications Minister Oli
Ahmed. Three local govern-
ments rejected the committee,

Aug 1 — PCJSS declared
truce. Since then, the truce was
extended for 35 occasions. The
present truce is till December
1997.

Nov 5 — First meeting be-
tween BNP government and
PCJSS at Khagrachhari Circuit
House. Minister Oli Ahmed and
PCJSS leader Shantu Larmf led
their respective side.

Nov 17 — Naniarchar
killing. 90 tribals killed. An-

- decision of the r

h] Il any post of the member
of the council remains vacant
lor any reason, it will be filled
by by-election.

9) a) All the development ac-
tivities under the direction of
three hill district councils will
be coordinated by the council,
including overall supervision
and coordination of the matters
under the jurisdiction of the
three hill district council The
onal council
will be considered final in case
of any conflict or lack of coor-
dination in dischar IE]n the du-
ties vested upon t ree hill
district mum:il

b} The council will coordi-
nate and supervise the local
councils, including the munici-
palities.

c) The regional council may
coordinate and supervise the
general administration. law
and order and matters related
to the development of the three
hill districts.

d) The council may provide
direction in the disaster man-
agement and relief amme,
including coordination of the
NGOs' activities.

e) Tribal rules and social jus-
tice will be under the jurisdic-
tion of the regional council.

fi The council may provide
licence for heavy Industries.

10) Chittagong Hill Tracts
Development Board will dis-
charge the given duties under
the and overall supervi-
sion of the council. The gov-
ernment will give preference to
the eligible tribal candidates in
appointing the chairman of the
deve t board.

11) If any contradiction is
observed between the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts Administra-
tive Rules of 1900 and other re-
lated laws, acts and ordinances
and the Local Government
Council Law of 1989, it will be
settled as per the advice and the
prlnpoul- of the regional coun-
cil.

12) The government may
form an Interim regional coun-
cil and give it the responsibili-
ties of the council until and un-
less the regional councll is
formed on the basis of direct
and indirect election.

13) The nment may
g}:l‘mullte II.-I!I‘I lIT.T' reglrgji;:

itt acts su
to dll;c.mon with the regional
council and that will be done as
per the advice of the council.

14) Fund of the council will
be formed from the following

profits from
all the prupeﬂaidw{;uch hl;;
the council.

c) Loan u:ﬂfnnu from the

gmrermmnt other authori-
di Grants provided by any

lnautuumurpu'non
ghpﬂl from the cial
Anynl'th:h‘ﬂm.rm
byt.h:cmmdl

g) Finance received from
other sources of income pro-
vided to the council as per the

direction of the Eommcn
Gha) Rehabilitation, general

and other issues:

Both sides have reached the
following position and agreed
to take p ammes for restor-
ing nor situation in Chit-

ong Hill Tracts area and to
this end on the matters of reha-
bilitation, al amnesty and
others rela issues and activ-

ities.

1). An t was signed
between the government and
the tribal refugee leaders on

March 9, 1997 at Agartala of

other enquiry committee
formed.

Dec 26 — Second meeting be-
tween the BNP government and
PCJSS at Khagrachhari Circuit
House.

1993

May 22 — Third meeting be-
tween the BNP government and
PCJSS at Khagrachhari Circuit
House.

Jul 14 — Fourth meeting be-
tween the BNP government and
PCJSS at Khagrachhari Circuit
House.

Sep 18 — Fifth meeting be-
tween the BNP t and
PCJSS at Khagrachhari Circuit
House.

Nov 24 — Sixth meeting be-
tween the BNP government and
PCJSS at Khagrachhari Circuit
House.

1994

Feb 15-22 — First batch of
1,841 tribal refugees returned
home from Tripura state of In-
dia.

May 5 — Seventh meeting

between the BNP government
and PCJSS at Khagrachhari
Circuit House.

Jun 4 — BNP government
formed a sub-committee headed
by Rashed Khan Menon. A
meeting between the sub-com-
mittee and the PCJSS held at
Dudukchhari in Khagrachhari
district.

Jul 10 — Second meeting be-
tween the sub-committee and
the PCJSS held at Dudukch-
hari.

Jul — Second batch of 3,345
tribal refugees returned home.

Aug 28 — Third meeting be-
tween the sub-committee and
the PCJSS held at Dudukch-
harti.

Dec 26 — Fourth meeting
between the sub-committee and
the PCJSS held at Dudukch-
hari.

1995
Jul 12 — Fifth meeting be-
tween the sub-committee and

Tripura state on bringing back
the tribal refugees staying in
the state of Tripura. Under this
Agreement. repatriation of
n'lhal rrfu%rra began on March
1997 This process will con-

llnu: and the leaders of the
PCJSS will extend all possible
cooperation in this regard The
internal refugees of the three
hill districts will be rehabili-
tated through their proper
identification by a task grr::

2). The land record and right
of possession of the tribal peo-
ple will be ascertained after fi-
nalisation of the ownership of
land of the tribal people. And to
achieve this end. the govern-
ment will start land su in
Chittagong Hill Tracts and re-

solve all disputes relating to
land through proper scrutiny
and verification in consulta-
tion with the regional councils
to be formed under this agree-
ment. These steps will be taken
soon after si?n ng and imple-
mentation of this agreement
between the guvcrnment and
the PCJSS and rehabilitation
of the tribal refugees and inter-
nal tribal refugees.

3). The government will en-

sure leasing two acres of land in
the res iw: locality subject to
availability of Iand of the

landless tribals or the tribals
having less than two acres of
land dpcr family. However, grov-
eland can be alloted in case of
non-availability of necessary
lands.

4) A commission (land
commission) will be constituted
under a retired judge for the
diurcul of all disputes relating
to lands. Besides settlement of
the land disputes of the reha-
bilitated tribal, this commis-
sion will have full r to an-
nul all rights of ownership on
land and hills which have so
far been given illegal settle-
ments or encroached illegally.
No appeal can be made inst
the verdict of this commission
and the decision of this com-
mission will be treated as final.
This will be implied in case of

frin}e land.

This commission will be
constituted with the following
members:

Ka) Retired judge:
[ Kha) ircle chief

Ga) Chalirman representa-
tive of the al counctl

Gha) Divisional commis-
sioner/additional commis-
sioner

Uma) Chairman of the dis-
trict council (concerned).

6. Ka) The tenure of the
commission will be of three
years. But the tenure can be ex-
tended in consultations with
the regional council.

Khll The commission will

disputes on the basis of

Inw'l customs and -
Chittag Hill Tracts.
7 The lunm ich were ob-
tained by repatriated tribals

ﬂ‘.:l

from government agencies but

m not Iyal.gttﬂllcd ow-'

ng té c¢d situation,~will
m full interest.

antation and al-

lntmt.nt of o lands: The al-

lotments of lands to non-trib-
als and non-residents for rub-
ber cultivation and other pur-

but not yet utilised the
ands for the projects properly
du the last ten years will be
cancelled.

9). The government will al-
locate additional finance on
priority basis for taking up
maximum number of projects
to develop Chittagong Hill
Tracts. Projects will be imple-
mented on priority basis for
construction of infrastructure
for the development of the re-

the PCJSS held at Dudukch-
hari.

Oct 25 — Sixth and last meet-
ing of the sub-committee with
the PCJSS, also the 13th meet-
ing with the BNP government
held at Dudukchhari without
any results.

1996

Sep 30 — Awami League gov-
ernment formed a National
Committee on the CHT headed
by Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah. MPs from AL, BNP and
JP included in the committee.

Dec 21-24 — First meeting
between the National Commit-
tee and the PCJSS at Khagrach-
hari Circuit House. A H Abdul-
lah and Shantu Larma led their
respective side.

1997
Jan 25-27 — 2nd meeting be-

tween the National Committee
and the PCJSS, first time in
Dhaka at State Guest House
Padma.

Mar 12-13 — 3rd be-
tween the National Committee
and the PCJSS at Padma in the
capital.

Mar 28-Apr 7 — A total of

6,708 tribal refugees returned
home from the Indian state of
Tripura.

May 11-14 — 4th meeting be-
tween the National Committee
and the PCJSS at Padma in the
capital. Both sides agreed to
sign an agreement.

Jul 14-18 — 5th meeting be-
tween the National Committee
and the PCJSS at Padma.

Sep 14-17 — 6th meeting be-
tween the National Committee
and the PCJSS at Padma. For-
mulation of a draft agreement
Was on progress.

Nov 21-30 — A total of 7.620
tribal refugees returned home
in the fourth batch from the
Indian state ol Tripura.

Nov-26 — 7th meeting be-
tween the National Committee
and the PCJSS at Padma began
Dec 2 — The landmark
agreement between the govern-
ment and the tribals signed at
10.25 am. UNRB

gion and the government will
allocate necessary funds for
this purpose. The government
will encourage development of
tourism for local and foreign
tourists. taking into considera-
tion the environmental aspect
of the n.

10). servation of quota
and allocation of scholarships:
The government will continue
the quota system for the tribals
in case of government jobs and
higher education till they reach
at par with the people nf other
regions of the country. With
this aim in view the govern-
ment will provide more schol-
arships for tribal boys/girls in
educational institutions. The
government will provide neces-
sary scholar shi s for takin

education ab and researc
pursuit,
11). The nt and the

elected representatives will be
active to preserve the distinc-
tiveness of the tribal culture
and heritage. The government
will provide due patronisation
and assistance for expansion of
tribal cultural activities at par
with that of the mainstream of
the national life.

12). The PCJSS will submit
to the government within 45
days of signing of this agree-
ment the full list of its armed
members and description and
accounts of all arms and
weapons under its control and

ssession.

13). The government and the
PCJSE will jointly decide the

y. date lace for deposit-

in; arms by the PCJSS within
days uf signing of this
agreement. The government
wﬂ] ensure all kinds of securit
for the members of the list
members of the PCJSS and
their families for coming back
to normal life after declaring
the day, date and place for de-
positing arms by the listed
members of the SS.

14). The government will
declare amnesty for those
members who wi t arms
and ammunition on the sched-
uled date. The government will
withdraw cases lodged earlier

against those persons.
15] The government will
| nctiun nst those
not deposit arms and

ammunltinn wlthln the stipu-
lated time.

16). General amnesty will be

to all PCJSS members af-

er they return to normal life

and this amnesty will also be

ven to all the ent resi-

ents who were connected with
the PCJSS activities.

Ka) Each family of the repa-
triated members of the SS
will be given Taka 50,000 in
cash at a time for their rehabil-
itation.

Kha) All cases, warrants of
arrest, hulia against any armed
member or general member of
the PCJSS will be withdrawn
and punishment given after
trial in absentia will be ex-
em ed after surrender of arms
an ng back to normal life
as mnn as %lgglc The mem-
bers of the if they are in
jail, will be released.

Ga) Similarly, no cases will
be filed or no punishment be

ven to any for mere be-

the mem of the PCJSS

r surrendering arms and
coming back to normal life.

Gha) The loans obtained by
the members of the PCJSS from
any government banks or other
agencies but could not be
utilised o to cunﬂlcu:f
situation would be exempt
with interest.

Uma) Those members of the

On behalf of the Govemment of
's Republic of Bangladesh
Sl

t Abdullah)

Wﬂﬂmﬂumm
Hill Tracts, Government of

Bangladesh.

PCJSS who were employed in
various ﬂ nment jobs would
be abso in their respective
posts and the eligible members
of their family will be given
_lnhn as per their qualifications.
n such cases, the government
principles regarding relaxation
of age will be followed.

ha) Bank loans on soft
term will be given to the mem-
bers of the PCJSS for cottage
industry and horticulture and
other such self-employment
generating activities.

Chha) Educational facilities
will be provided for the children
of the PCJSS and the cer-
tificates obtained from foreign
board and educational institu-
tions will be
valid.

17. Ka) Immediately with
signing and executing the
agreement between the govern-
ment and the PCJSS and with
the members of the PCJSS com-
ing to normal life. all tempo-
rary camps of army, ansar and
village dtfence force in Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts excepti
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) amf
permanent cantonments (three
in three district headquarters
and in Alikadam, Ruma and
Dighinala) will be gradually
brought back to the ent
places and a deadline for this
will be fixed. The members of
the armed forces can be de-

under due rules and

ures in case of deterioration
of law and order situation and
in times of natural calamities
or like other parts of the coun-
try under the control of the civil
administration. The regional
council may request the a
priate authorities for such hel
and assistances in case of uu-:g
a necessity and in due time.

Kha) The lands to be aban-
doned by military or para-mili-
t camps and cantonments
will be either returned to the
original owners or to the hill
district councils.

18). The permanent residents
of Chittagong Hill Tracts with
priority to the tribals will be

considered as

given appointment to all cat-
egories of officers and employ-
ees of all government, semi-

government, parishad and au-
tonomous bodies of Chitt
Hill Tracts. In case of absence
eligible persons among the
nent residents of Chit-
g Hill Tracts for particu-
posts, the government may
pwmtment on lien or for

19). A miniltrj,r on Chit-
Latgong Hill Tr“ti! Affairs will
set up appoin one minis-
ter fmmpthc mbnll:gm follow-
ing advisory committee will be
constituted to assist this min-

ist
rﬁ The Minister in char uf

Chlt m

regiunal munnil
3) Chairman /representative,
Rnngamati Hill Dlltril:t Coun-

4] Chairman/

Khagrachhari Hill Dlltrir:t
Council,

¢ 15) Chﬁmwmﬂ

cil,

6) MP, lhngunnu. 7) MP,
Khagrachhari, 8) MP, Bandar-
ban, 9) Chakma Raja , 10)
Bomang Raja, 11) Mo ja,
and 12) Three non-tri mem-
bers to be :;aniriunnud by the
government ng one perma-
nent non-tribal resident from
Elt:h thrl:l: hill districts.

agreement is pﬁu'ed
!n a lnd cumplc and

mnmmz 997.

Inr

——

On behalf of the residents of
Chittagong Hill Tracts

=
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Peace accord hailed

People from different walks
of life welcomed the long
awaited peace accord on the
Chittagong Hill Tracts, reports

Teachers, students, intellec-
tuals, pollucal groups, profes-
sionals and business people
hailed the treaty with the hope
that a lasting would be es-
tablished in the hill tracts with
the signing of the agreement.

In a joint statement, some
215 teachers of different uni-
versities welcomed the peace
agreement, sa it is another
historic achievement of the
present government after the
Ganges water-sharing treaty.

that pen?le
irrespective of political affilia-
tion, would support the peace
treaty and stand unitedly to foil
any conspiracy against it.

The signatories to the state-
ment include: Prof ATM Zahrul
Haq, Dr Harunur Rashid, Dr
Arefin Siddique of Dhaka Uni-
versity, Dr Mohammed Fardad
Hossain, Prof Abdul Baes, Prof
Azizul Haq of Jahangir Nagar
University, Prof Mohammed
Yunus, Mohammed Faruquz-
zaman, Prof Mizanuddin of Ra-
jshahi University, Prof
Shahidullah Talukder, Prof
Shah-e-Alam, Prof Golam
Shahe Alam of Bangladesh
Agriculture University, Prof
Anwarul Azim Arif, Prof Mon-
jur Morshed Mahmud, Prof
Anupom Sen of Chittagon
University, and Dr Enamu
Haq, Prof Mohammed Sarder
Ali and Prof Ali of BUET.

Chairman of Rangamati Lo-
cal Government Council
Chir;ﬁqu Roaza. in a statement,
hailed the signing of the peace

Cnmmnnwm}th Student and
Youth sation (CSYO). in a
press release, welcomed the

agreement.

Chairman of Bangladesh Kr-
ishi Bank Dr Mirza ul Jalil
in a statement hailed the peace
accord.

Bangladesh Administrative
Service Association, Mujib Na-
gm r and Muktijhoddha Cers

ployees Central Welfare So-

ciety, in separate statements,
ted the peace treaty.
victory sion was

proces
t out in the Khulna city

for the signing of the peace
Bang:]'mn College-Univer
sity Teachers Association Pres-

ident M Aktaruzzaman and
General Secre M Shahja-
han, Awami chhasebak

League Convenor Alhaj Makbul
Hossain MP, Blnglldtlh
Democratic Lawyers .
tion President Barrister Shafiq
Ahmed and General Secretary
M Abdur Rashid in separate
statements also hailed the H"I:

ernment-PCJSS accord on

3 tribal bodies

reject accord

By Special Correspondent
Three tribal organisations
have rejcctemm HT peace
agreement, it as a
"sellout which wnuldngnut
ace” in the Chittagong H
acts.

"There is no basic difference
between the so-called Parbattya
Zila Parishad accord under au-
tocrat Ershad in 193 .Ed the
present agreement ich sim-
ply corrected the name of the

shad, vide Section B Clause

". Prasit Bikash Khisa, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Pahari
Gana Parishad (PGP), said on
behalf of PGP, Hill Women's
Federation and the Pahari
Chhatra Parishad (pro-san-

chr:‘?
he organisations were
front bodies of the PCJSS but
thegedlffertd with the PCJSS
rs on their negotiations
with the NCCHT. The student
front t in June on the issue.
ﬁiu further s:ld that they
could not accept the agreement
since it did not address the ba-
sic demands of the hill people —
constitutional recognition of
their ethnic entity. regional au-
tonomy. withdrawal of out-
siders and the armed forces and
land rights of the tribeamen



