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UNGA urged to upgrade status
of Palestinian representation

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 2.
Palestinians at the United Na-
tions Manday called on the UN
General Assembly to upgrade
the status of their re nta-

on, makln‘ a plea for "“full
rt

ti
icipation” in the 183-mem-
mr organisation, reports AFP.

“We the current session
will endorse the full participa-
tion of Palestine in the -
m?l of the United Nations.”
said Palestine Liberation Or-

anisation official Faruq Kad-
umi, during a UN General As-
sembly debate.

Kaddumi spoke after Pales-
tinian leader Yasser Arafat,
u UN support "to enable

tine to ipate fully in
the work of
in a to the UN mar

the International Day o
Solidarity with the Palestinian

pec#e.

UN General Assembly is
to vote on a draft resolution
this week that would upgrade
the Palestine mission.

Hn::;er. u;h::-u] current pro-
posal ici es out giving
the Palestine observer mission

rights and excludes the
Pale from fielding can-
didates for UN posts.

The Palestinian delegation
has pointed out that the draft,
expected to be voted on Wednes-
day, does not entail seeking full
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Gunmen of the

. AFP

(LTTE)
said that first
and two women amo

s biggest

of state. But they didn't blink

Port St Charles.

British Navy fa

Greece.
The film
rector Jane

ovincial of N

B e

the Friday attac

United Nations.”

ERIEray

mmambushbus,ki]lQinLanka:
Tiger guerillas ambushed an army bus in northwestern
Sri Lanka yesterday killing nine mbuand wounding seven

separatist Liberation Tigers
fire at the bus in the district of Mannar, officials

The Duke of York arrived in Barbados Sa
ing two days in volcano-hit Montserrat, one of
remaining Caribbean colonies. Dressed in gl
es, he joined Barbadians in celebrating 31

from Britain.

50,000-dollar Golden Alexander Prize for best film at the
Salonika Film Festival Monday, AFP reports from Salonika,

Brooks, former assistant to award-winning di-
pion who made "The Piano,” recounts how a
dozen elderly bowlers involuntarily shake up the sleepy

ﬁna belnglitahhed nine times d

, police officer

UN membership, nor achieving
official UN recognition of a
Palestinian state.

Palestine observer Nasser
al-Kidwa said the draft resolu-
tion if adopted without modifi-
cation would give his mission
"super-observer” status.

n his speech, Kaddumi
dwelled at length on the failure
of the Middle East peace pro-
cess, which he blamed above all
on Israel's refusal to halt set-
tlement building in Arab occu-
pied areas.

"The American position re-
mains hesitant,” Kaddumi said,
charging that US foot-dragging
has given Israel more time to
“confiscate Palestinian lands.”

Israeli Ambassador Dore
Gold did not deal directly with
the issue of Palestinian repre-
sentation in his speech to the
assembly.

But he denounced the "com-
mon misconception” that the
peace process was "in an idyllic
state until last year and has
only just lately deteriorated.
This is completely false.

Gold stressed that "the gov-
ernment of Israel is det ned
to make this peace process
work,” outlining prime minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu's lat-
est proposals for further rede-
plo nt of Israeli troops on
the West Bank.
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‘Anti-defection law must
be amended to prevent
horse-trading in India’

NEW DELHI, Dec 2 : Drastic

chan must be made in the
anti-defection law to prevent
horse-trading and ns in

ﬁ:kw Egid political situation
et resent crisis, experts
said, 4 PTI1.

“The present law is inade-
quate, full of loopholes, essen-
tially misconceived and has
been reduced to a dead letter by
the present events,” Syed Sha-
habuddin, former MP, said.

He said the law, as it exists
now, has failed to curb defec-
tions effectively and achieve
objectives it was enacted for.

Admitting that there was
some truth in the allegation
that the law was ena with
“ulterior motives” by the

, which wanted to save
its overwhelming majority in
the Lu:( Sabha n?:lt be moulded
ewregt me according to the

“Itis h sy right down if
they want to amend the law in
the present circumstances,” he
said while that an Ex-
MP who quits his party should
be bound to seek a fresh man-
date.

Shahabuddin said a firm,
adequate, reasonable and just

anti-defection law was needed
for survival of parliamentary

dumcrﬂ in the country cur-

rently "afflicted by the disease
of ck)l:ectinn.-lﬂ

were s at a dis-
B i e ce
" organi t tre
for Peace and here,
They again suggested a
change over to the presidential
form of rnment as a "wa
out of the current crisis whic
has made a mockery of parlia-
ment.”

"Can we keep on back
to the people ng:lng‘ n
keeping in mind the exorbitant

amount of money each election
costs,” he asked.

He stressed that ent of
India certainly had a larger
mandate than H D Deve Gowda
who was made a prime minister
when he was not even a member

of parliament.
2 t is chosen by

Our

elected esentatives of the
people he can be an execu-
tive head.”" he said.

He also regretted that a na-
tional t was not pos-
sible in the country because "
litical untouchability has be-

come an ill of the polity.”

International

Israel threatens to

annex West Ban

JERUSALEM, Dec 2: Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu threatened nday to
annex part or all of the West
Bank if Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat declared an inde-
pendent state, Israeli television
said, reports AFP.

"If Yasser Arafat unilater-
ally proclaims a Palestinian

| state, Israel will annex the Jor-

dan Valley, other territory and
perhaps even everything,” Ne-
tanyahu told MPs from the far-
ri%hl Tzomet Party, said the
television.

"A unilateral declaration of
a Palestinian state would de-
stroy all the accords that we
have d with the Palestini-
ans,” a Netanyahu.

"The more territory Israel
controls, the more annexed ter-
ritory there will be,” said the
E_::nﬂcr. rejecting a proposal

m the MPs to annex the Jor-
dan Valley immediately.

The television commentator
said it was Netanyahu's most
explicit threat yet to annex part
or all of the West Bank, occu-
pied by Israel in 1967 and con-
sidered the heart of the ater
Israel claimed by the Israeli

US negotiator says

Third World less responsive to
new global warming agreement

KYOTO, Japan, Dec 2: In ini-
tial negotiations, Third World
governments are showing little
interest in the US effort to ex-
tend fuel emission cutbacks to

the developing world in a new

E,lnbal warming agreement, a
S negotiator reported Tues-
day, reports AP.
Inclusion of China and other
developing nations under the
binding accord may prove key
to US Senate approval
for the trcatly protocol being ne-
ted in mg of talks that
here ay.
"We've seen some inkli
interest, but in terms of the ne-
otiating dg::nﬂc right now
re's not n a lot of move-
ment from developing coun-
tries,” said the senior Clinton
administration official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity.
He met with reporters just
hours after it was announced in
Washington that Vice President
Al Gore would travel to Japan
next week to present the US case
before the 150-nation confer-
ence

Gore's presence "shows we

consider this.fp be a profoundly

impertant issue.” President
Claton said.

- But Gore will be flying nto a

dlEIumltIc frnz that has Baydhabo

ngs of

right.

Netanyahu last week issued
a veiled threat to annex some
occupled Palestinian territory
if Arafat goes ahead with plans
to proclaim an independent
state in 18 months.

AP adds: Israel's plan to pull
its troops from more West Bank
land — an offer with several
strings attached — is merely a
ploy to keep control of the terri-
tory. Palestinians officials said
Monday as they rejected the
plan.
Tayeb Abel Rahim, secre-
tary-general of the Palestinian
Authority, said the Israelj
Cabinet's offer was deceptive,
and that Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu was violating
past agreements signed by Is-

rael.

"It is like throwing sand in
our eyes.” said Abdel Rahim,
who speaks for Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat.

Israel's Cabinet decided in
principle Sunday to pull back
troops in the West Bank. It set
no date and attached five de-
mands, including a crackdown
on Islamic militants and the
handover of Palestinians sus-

quickly taken on a tough, an-
tagﬂmmic tunir:. ik
Two ayers, t nit
States nn:? Lll:e gﬂ'ﬂfﬁ&ﬂ Union,
are offering widely different

plans for 21st-century cutbacks
in carbon dioxide and other

Somali warlords
plan to meet to
set up govt

CAIRO, Dec 2: Somali war- .

lords Monday announced plans
to hold a national reconcilia-
tion meeting in Somalia later
this month to set up a -
ment for their embattled coun-
try, reports AFP.

The national reconciliation
meeting is to be held on Decem-
ber 20 in the town of Baidoa,
250 kilometres (150 miles)
northwest of Mogadishu, they
said in a statement released
here.

The statement said "The
participants of the Cairo-So-
mali meeting, after concerted
efforts and brotherly consulta-

' tigns, have unanimou Bﬁ@ﬂi Bk = R
to hald a nation ri:{:rm a- ., mde.-\%_ﬂldg 1 : pmrmtrica, the
20 in . Americans hayve, made little
headwa}".

tion meeti unD!;c_Fmbcr

&
Britain's Queen Elizabeth II, left, shakes hands with Geri Halliwell, (Ginger Spice) of the

pected of killing Israelis.

The Cabinet decision, con-
sidered inadequate the op-
position in parliament,
Whichs Netanyahu survived by &
whic u survi a
50-45 : P

The prime minister, in a
Monday evening phone conver-
sation with Arafat, described
the redeployment decision as
an important move forward in
the peace process.

It appears unlikely, how-
ever, that Arafat would c
out arrests on a scale that
satisfy Israel. Netanyahu's
hard-line policies have steadil
eroded Arafat's standing, an
he is reluctant to risk a show-
down with his most powerful
political rival group Hamas.

The Palestinian Authority,
not wanting to be seen by its
Eeople as Israel's lackey. also

as refused to hand over sus-
pects sought by Israel in con-
nection with attacks on Is-
raelis.

Israeli Justice Minister
Tsahi Hanegbi said Monday
that the West Bank troops
would not move until Arafat
has fulfilled the demands.

gan:s. mostly by products of
ossil fuel burning. that are

linked to the growing threat of |

bal warming.
glr‘:"1"1115: that

industrial nations reduce emis-
sions by 15 cent below 1990
levels by 2010. Clinton has pro-
cutbacks only to, not be-

. 1990 levels, as of 2012.

American nﬁ:tlaturu ap-
peared to throw Europeans
off balance Monday by an-
nouncing a shift in one posi-

tion. saying they would con-

sider "differentiated” emissions

— that is, dif-
ferent levels of emissions cut-
backs for individual countries.

A European Union spokes-

tjﬂ:pﬂl ay be

is su , ma a

ploy the United Statzu to

push a deal allowing it

to reduce emissions less than
would.

e Clinton administration
official told reporters the US
team has no specilic numbers
in mind yet — except that it
wants to retain the back-to-
1990 level for the United States
in any “differentiation”

R
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pop group "Spice Girls" as Emma, Victoria, Mel C and Mel B (far right) look on, Monday
evening, after their appearance at the Royal Variety performance at London's, Victoria

Palace Theatre.

Gas explosion leaves

=

99 dead in Siberia

E:IIIGSCGW. D;lc 2: A huge
metnane gas explosion ripped

a coal mine in southern
Siberia early Tuesday, killing
at least 59 miners, officials
said, reports AP.

The blast tore through the
Zyryanovskaya mine in No-
vokuznetsk at 1:17 am (1717
GMT Monday), according to the
Minister of Emergency Situa-
tions in Moscow. The cause was
not immediately known.

By mid-afternoon, there
were 59 confirmed deaths and
eight other miners remained
missing, authorities told the
Itar-Tass and Interfax news
agencies,

The Emergency Situations
Mini . which earlier said 4]
were killed, could not immedi-
?tﬁi]r confirm the higher death
oll.

Officials said four other
miners made their way to the
surface after the blast and were
jh«:m]:irﬂ.fdisnl:n':l with gas poison-
ng.
Rescue teams headed from
Moscow to Novokuznetsk, lo-
cated 3,000 kilometres [1.850
miles) southeast of Moscow and
500 kilometres (300 miles)

north of the Mongolian border.
Rescuers were digging through
the debris in hopes of finding

survivors.

Kashmin pandits’

confce Dec 17

JAMMU, Dec 2 : The return
of Kashmiri ts to the val-
ley and their rehabilitation in
different parts of the country
will be discussed at the second
World Kashmiri Pandit Confer-
ence (WKPC), scheduled to heild

at New Delhi on December 17.
reports PTI.

Organised by Panun Kash-
mir (PK), an organisation of
displaced Kashmiri Hindus
from the valley. the conference
will be attended by delegates
from all over the country and

abroad, the convenor of PK. Dr
Agni Shakher said.
Meanwhile, seven SOns,

including Shiv Sena supremo,
Bal Thackeray, will be hon-
oured with the ‘Sharda Sam-
man’ awards for exemplary ser-
vice to the community, Dr
Shakher said.

Foreign mercenari

Foreign mercenaries are
holding the key to insurgency
in Jammu and Kashmir while
local extremist groups are ei-
ther lying dormant or acting on
the fringes.

These are observations of
the security agencies in the
state which have been fighting
the secessionist insurgency for
the Eaat eight years during
which over 20,000 people have
lost their lives

"The terrorism in Kashmir
is only because of foreign mili-
tants.” state police chief Gur-
bachan Jagat told India Abroad
News Service.

His statement is matched by
the assessment of other security
agencies. While the intelligence
agencies say that extremism in
Kashmir survives because of
foreign mercenaries, the sepa-
ratists term their presence as
"support from friendly quar-

A majority of the foreigners
are reportedly from Pakistan-
controlled Kashmir and are
being pushed into Jammu and
Kashmir with the motivation of

— AP/UNB photo

Binoo Joshi writes from Srinagar

fighting a "Jehad". or Islamic
holy war, against the "infidels”
in the state, sources said. Some
of them are apparently battle-
hardened men who have fought
for different militia in
Afghanistan.

The number of such merce-
naries in the Valley is esti-
mated at close to 1, . "This is
our rough estimate," said Jagat,
who alleged Pakistan was mak-
ing use of foreign mercenaries
in its "desperation” to "keep
militancy alive in Kashmir."

Foreign mercenaries with
experience in fighting guerilla
warfare in Afghanistan are giv-
ing tough resistance to the In-
dian security forces in the Val-
ley. "There is no denying the
fact that these elements were
proving quite hard,” admitted a
senjor Border Security Force
(BSF) official.

The BSF. like the Army. has
lost hundreds of its men In en-
counters with foreign merce-
naries in the Valley. ey fight
for long hours and do not sur-
render easily,” sald the BSF of-

ficer. "It is a do or die (situation)
for them.” the officer told LANS.

Fore extremists are be-
lieved to have been behind some
of the most horrific incidents
in the eight s of secessionist
violence. One such incident was
the burning down of Charar-e-
Sharief shrine - one of the most
revered shrines of Muslims and
Hindus alike - in May 1995 by
Mast Gul and his associates,
who were reportedly f[rom
Pakistan. The mercenaries
escaped after setting the shrine
and the town afire.

Sources said that these for-
eign mercenaries prefer to die
because their families E:l huge
sums for if they are killed in
battle. Moreover surrender here
means nothing to them as un-
like local extremists they are
not used by the security forces
in counter-terrorism measures.

“They are poor in their
knowledge of geography and the
latest strategy of Pakistan has
been to keep one group of mili-
tants ignorant about others and
their areas of operation,”

|
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United From members Chandrababu Naidu, left, and former prime minister HD Deve

Guwl_:la, r_ight., greet the press after meeting with President KR Narayanan at the
Presidential Pa_la{:e in New Delhi Monday. The United Front, who's government resigned
from power Friday, favours new elections for parliament instead of participating in a

Congress Party-led coalition.

New compact disc
'Diana tribute’

goes on sale

LONDON, Dec 2: The tribute
album to Princess Diana racked
up s sales Monday, its first
day in the stores, but 't cre-
ate the big Christmas rush some
had anticipated, rts AP,
~ The album, called "Diana,
Princess of Wales — Tribute,
features a Who's Who of artists,
includir}rf Paul Mc Cartney,
George Michael, Bruce Spring-
steen, Eric Clapton, Sting, An-
nie Lennox, Peter Gabriel and
Luciano Pavarotti. .

The HMV chain said it had
sold 7,000 copies in its 100
stores around the country by
late aftermoon.

When a band like Oasis re-
lease and album, they can sell
100,000 on the first day. But
that is the nature of their fan
base,” HMV spokesman Gem-
maro Castaldo said. "There is a
real mix on this album and cus-
tomers don't it to sell out
so they are not in a rush to buy

it.

“There is no doubt whatso-
ever it is going to sell extremely
wlm the long run."fhe :l:ldﬂi

spokeswoman for the Di-
ana, Princess of Wales Memo-
rial Fund, which will receive all
the proceeds from the album,
said fund officials had inten-

tionally not hyped”. the release
and so were not 's |

no
'large lines formied ot mu-
sic' shops Monday morning .

— AP/UNB photo
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India must learn to Live
with coalition govt

NEW DELHI, Dec 2: India's
outgoing Prime Minster Inder
Kumar Gujral on Monday said
the country will have to learn to
live with coalition govern-
ments, reports AFP.

"The country will never have
one- y rule at the centre in
the future. It would have to ad-
just with coalition govern-
ments,” Gujral told state televi-
sion in an interview.

Gujral's statement came as
his ousted minority United
Front coalition urged Indian
President K R Narayanan to
dissolve parliament and order
new elections to fill in a politi-
cal vacuum.

The Congress (I) Party,
brought down Guijral's coalition
Friday by withdrawing its
backing n.l{cr seven months.

The Congress, which has
ruled India for almost 40 years.
pulled the plug after the fragile
alliance refused to dump its
DMK member party linked to
the 1991 assassination of for-
mer Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi.

Gujral said:

se with the demand

"I refused to

El removab of t.lIcBMH to:
Il MPRRle BAIR Hab dented altegal

tions M an official réport that

it connived with Sri Lankan
Tamil guerillas, accused by In-
dia of staging Gandhi's murder,

Caste violence in

India claims -
50 lives

PATNA, India. Dec 2: An up-
per-caste army swept into a
village and shot dead at least 50
people, an official in northern
India said Tuesday, reports AP,

District commissioner Lal
Sota was quoted by Press Trust
of India news agency as saying
the attack occurred Monday
night in a village near Patna,
the Bihar state capital. Bihar is
one of India's most trouble
states. Riven by caste clashes
and criminal violence.

Sota blamed Ranbir Sena, a
private army cnm;imsed maostly
of upper-caste landowners.
Low-caste villagers in Bihar
have fought back, often helped
by communists. :

While Sota put the toll at
least 50 people, all from lower-
caste, unnamed police officials
were quoted as saving as nal
as 75 were killedd. Police snigy
300 gunmen descended on the
village late Monday. =~ '

Russia pledges to int'l inspection
of chemical weapons |

THE HAGUE, Netherlands,
Dec 2: Russia committed itself
Monday to international in-

s of its 44,000 tons of

arms — a dangerous,

decaying Itﬁq of the Soviet
era, s AP.

report

The pledge to allow the in-
ons this summer came at
the opening of an international
to review the impact of
a treaty banning chemical
weapons, which took effect in

April.

Given the size of Russia's
stockpile, its cmPerntlﬂn is k
to the success of the chemic
weapons convention. While it
had been among the 165 na-
tions that approved the ban in
1993, it ratified the treaty only
recently and signed it only last
month.

One of the main subjects for
discussion during the five-day
meeting is how Russia will pay
for the estimated five billion
dollars destruction of its aging
stockplile.

“It's very well understood
that the major share would
come from our own budget.”
said Sergei Batsanov, a member
of the Russian delegation — but
added that Russia was looking
for help from other nations.

He said other countries have
pledged up to 150 million dol-

sources in the Army said.

The foreign mercenaries get
caught when they are betrayed
by locals. The sources said this
happened in October this year
when the local guide disap-
peared. leaving eight Afghan
mercenaries to walk into the
Army's trap. The mercenaries
had then surrendered before
Union Home Minister Indrajit
Gupta and state Chief Minister
Fa Abdullah.

C.M. Bhat, Inspector General
of BSF at the Kashmir frontier,
sald many of the foreign mer-
cenaries worked on contract.
They leave the Valley after their
contract period ranging be-
tween six months and two years
expires, he said.

These militia men get regu-
lar salaries back home, a por-
tion of which is paid in advance
when they start their journey
towards the Indian side of the
Line of Control from Pakistan,
Bhat said. "Many of them have
started Enlng back.” he, how-

— India Abroad News Service

es keeping violence |[§
alive in Kashmir

lars to help Russia destroy its
arsenal as required under the
treaty. Out of that amount, 100
million dollars will come [rom
the United States.

Already, 105 countries have
ratified the treaty, including
the United States and all four
other permanent members of
the UN Security Council.

Convention director Jose
Mauricio Bustani opened Mon-
day's meeting with a declara-
tion that efforts to rid the world
of deadly chemical weaponry
have gotten off to a "sound
start,” but adding that the suc-
cess of the convention depends
heavily on its verification pro-

me.

Since the treaty took effect,
115 initial inspections have
been conducted in 21 member
states, including the United
States.

Despite the convention's
initial successes, a number of
countries that have or once had
chemical weapons still have
not signed the treaty, said
Ralph le II, the US represen-

I

tative. -

He cited Iraq, Syria. Libya
and North Korea, warning that
these countries must be brought
into the convention. :

Spencers declare
settlement 1n
divorce case

CAPE TOWN, Dec 2: Earl
Charles Spencer. brother of the
late princess Diana. and his es-
tranged wife announced a set-
tlement in their divorce case
early Tuesday, saying both
sides were to blame for the
breakdown of their marriage.
Settlement terms were kept se-
cret, reports AP.

The deal came after 11 hours
of talks and mark the end of a
tempestuous court hearing that
created headlines around the
world.

‘We are glad to say that we
have reached a financial set-
tlement in the High Court in
Cape Town.
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fug camp holds

Monday her baby Suha while, from left, Yasser, Arafat and
Zahwa lie on the bed in the intensive room in Naser Hospi-
tal in Khanyounis City. Mona gave birth Friday night to
quadruplets. Mona and husband Atis named the boys
Yasser and Arafat, and the girls Suha — after Arafat's wife

— and Zahwa — after Arafat's daughter.

— AP/UNB photo




