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The Northern Limbo

Feuds in the road transportation sector of 16
districts in northern Bangladesh have cut a swathe
of immobility across the economic hinterland of
the country. Movement of people and goods has
come to a standstill within that large tract of a re-
gion. Moreover, supplies of merchandise to other
areas and to the ports have been ruptured at a flow-
time for farm products. Read with the on-and-off
slow-downs at Chittagong and Mongla ports and
the growing season for political hartals, the road
transport limbo in a northern Bangladesh comes as
a reinforced paralytic stroke on the national
economy.

The pattern casts an ominous shadow on the
economy. This has to be defused and rolled back
into normalcy and vibrancy by stepping back from
largely localised fomentation, irresponsibility and
unprofessionalism in the sensitive infrastructural
sectors. For its part, the government would have to
rethink policies that have been hands-on yet
slanted or reactive to developments unfriendly to
it.

It has been a long, endless story of feuding labour
unionism in the transport sector trading on the
miseries of people who cannot do without mobility.
No less contributive to the irresolution of problems
has been the phlegmatic indifference of the local
authorities to the initial rumblings of troubles.
Their attitude seems to be that it has to make news
with casualties to top it off, nudge the authorities in
Dhaka and ruffle them into making phone calls
issuing directives to the district authorities. While
the issue is elevated thus in pedigree the ground
situation has become infinitely more complicated.

In the present case, the northern region commit-
tee of the Road Transport Workers' Federation has
called for an indefinite strike in protest against a
newly-formed breakaway committee of the truck
workers' federation. From Monday no buses,
coaches and trucks have plied. When some BRTC
buses ventured out the motor workers' fell on them
in an ugly demonstration of wrath. The services
were stopped. Besides, in Rajshahi, sneaky minibus
and authorickshaw operators have been charging
three times the normal fare from commuters.

The ministries of communication and home
should intervene in the matter before it deterio-
rates into a full-scale law and order problem.

Save Ideal School

It is really unfortunate that a reputed educa-
tional institution like Motijheel Ideal School and
College has been in a state of administrative stupor
for so long. We share the anxiety of the guardians of
its six thousand students whose annual exami-
nations fell through after having got off smoothly
due to the recalcitrance of its dismissed principal

who ,with a notice, precluded all exams until
‘harassment’ were stopped against him . By doing

that Mr Rahman, who has been accused of misap-
propriation of the school's donation fund by an
enquiry committee of the education ministry, is
holding a major educational institution hostage to
his whims. This is not only unethical but illegal
also. He should understand that it does no good to
justice nor to the public image of the institution to
have pictures of its newly-designated principal be-
ing refused entry into the office published across
the pages of newspapers. He simply cannot link his
own sense of injustice with the future of so many
students. Let Mr. Rahman be advised for the good of
all that he should stop exercising his obstructive
influence against resumption of the normal activi-
ties of the institution immediately and let the new
principal take over without any further delay.
Alongside, we suggest that an independent enquiry
committee be formed to probe the matter and by its
neutral pursuance either establish or dismiss the
charges against Mr.Rahman. It is this instead of an
ego ride he has taken the whole school on that Mr.
Rahman should have gone for if he is so confident
about his dissociation from alleged corruption.

We feel there are lessons to be learnt in the Ideal

school imbroglio around Mr. Rahman. Most of the

educational institutions of the country if delved
deep into the interior of their financial manage-

| ment would reveal quite a few skeletons in their
| cupboards. In order to establish transparency and
accountability in the educational institutions the
{ education ministry should lay down specific stipu-

lations about yearly auditing and follow them up
with monitoring.

Death of a Virtuoso

Few have the versatility, the wanderlust with
which Khan Ata reamed around the world of our
arts with elan and ari'alumb for fifty years. He was

in one: film maker, actor,
music director, playwright, lyricist, newscaster,
poet. He was a delightful departure from the rather
mawkish concept of hero in this part of the world.
The unmistakable ruggedness of his features, the
moist warmth and slightly nasal yet immensely
rich voice of his all combined into such an
exceptional afres::nce on the celluloid. The %ll‘_lcat
sense of loyalty, patriotism and sacrifice that Khan
Ata made so inescapably vivid in Nawabhb
Sirajoddowla, is that visual experience forgettable?
For that matter who can forget his portrayal of a
rebel husband in Jibon Thekey Neya?

The beauty of every filmic venture Khan Ata as-
sociated himself with was that it was never bereft of
message that was uniquely relevant to his time and
society. His role as a loving teacher trying and
succeeding in reforming a band of his derailed stu-
dents in the topsy-turvy reality of country that had
just won freedom in Aabaar Tora Manush Haw still
awaits replication on the silver screen.

He was a truly cultured man, a man relentlesstlﬁ
driven by his own aesthetic imagination. If dea
has taken away this one of the few sources of
originality in our fillmdom our music world has
been equally poorer. His was a great mind and ears
for the classical stream of music. His was such a
magnificent stay against the cacophony of
confusion that we have around in the name of
music.

In his death we have lost a mohican in whom

tradition and modernity lived in such enviable
harmony.

- “Children

ADDAM Hussein took a
calculated risk in asking
American Inspectors of
United Nations Special
Commission (UNSCOM) to
leave Iraq. He has no
alternative but to create a
situation that would attract
world attention to the t the

Iragis have been t
since I’lm mﬂ and his
ace no problem — entire
mn of long economic sanc-
tion ever imposed on a nation
was on Iraql people. The crip-
pling sanction caused consider-
able damage
eneration in terms
ealth — something
bod% may have to flmc day.
e argument Iraq put for-
ward to drive out the American
inspectors was that they were
spying on Iraq. mhzu{*:ngh
sovereign country t t
to fi who are sus-
of but in this case
e argument seems meaning-
less as US does not hl;c to de-
only on a cou -
s e i ruie v
including U,

to Iraq's young
their
the world

mechanism
available to it.
Some, however,
United Nations
mission (UNSCOM) inspect
were about to lay their hands on
huTc potentials of chemical and
biological weapons which were
concealed by Iraq so far. One
has to wait to see what quanti-
ties of these weapons are ulti-
mately detected UNSCOM.
However, if that was the situa-
tion then UNSCOM made a
blunder by withdrawing all
weapons inspectors from Iraq.
Obviously this
opportunity to relocate those
legedly suspected materials
and equi nt. It was, in any
case, a bad decision by UN-
SCOM Chief if he had done this
under his own authority. He
should have simply reported
the expulsion matters to the
Secre General of UN for his
action. He also should have
asked for additional inspectors

that
Com-
ors

gave Saddam the

US-Iraq Stand-off : Who Won?

Arms supply is a trade that has been thriving and would continue to thrive. Many UN members are
themselves producers of weapons of mass destruction and therefore morally do not

of any nationality till expul-
sion matter was solved politi-
cally, and redoubled his effort
by redeploying the available in-
spectors to the suspected areas.
Instead UNSCOM Chief got in-
volved politi on the ques-
tion of nationalities and thus
compromised his neutral [l:o-i-
tion. Indeed, he had very little
to do with poél:cn] matters ex-
Gen-
:E keeping . Secretary
In any case, the expulsion of
American inspectors of UN-
SCOM by Iraq created serious
tension in the Gulf. The US
went for full military build u

in the Gulf sending aircer
carriers with ters like F-15,
F-16. B-1 bombers, stealth

fighters, etc. The US position
was that "We are pursuing the
tic route to resolve the

issue, but we are doing it from
the position of s h”, There-
fore, the military build up went
unabated. Mrs Albright also
said. “As President Clinton has
said, Iraq must not be allowed
to threaten the world through
t of nuclear, -

ical or chemical weapons....".
Though too much military
power blurs a nation's diplo-
matic vision. work was. how-
ever, continuing on both sides
:.'Id | lheH Alrtflgh be e
raq. Mrs t being a
sophisticated lady and having
considerable knowledge of the
inner reactions of the Arabs on
possible US military strike
lombcrll'lﬂ h:ﬂé played somewhat
ng though she went
ahead with strong rhetorics
against Saddam. She, however,
got the full picture of the Arab
sition in Doha conference.
ven Kuwait o mllltul'y
action against Iraql people.
Practically all Arab countries
advised st another strike

have the right to stop others doing so.

against Iraq.

Security Council was seri-
ously divided on the issue of
another war in the Gulf thou
Britain as usual supported.
Russia, France and China gave
clear signal to the US that they
did not have stomach for an-
other Gulf war. Though each
country has its own political
and commercial agenda in the
Middle East, overall negative
reaction of the Arabs on this is-
sue worked fairly well. Mrs Al-
bright's round-the-clock
diplomacy and her late nt%-.ht
meeting in Geneva with the
representatives of the -
nent members of the Security

and humanitarian approach.

The attitude that sanction
should continue as long as Sad-
dam is there is wrong. s atti-
tude will ultimately destroy a
nation. If US and its allies are
bent upon seeing c in the
top most political leadership of
Iraq, sanction is doing exactly

the opposite. It is antagonizi
the Iraqgi people and munnnign
indeed turning the Iraqi popu-
lation against the West and
ularly the US. Though it
can be said safely that a vast
majority of Iragi people want
an immediate change in their
leadership, they have no means
to do it. ction and bombing

Council cutting short her
visit to India and Pakistan and
altogether shelving Bangladesh
visit brought a tem end
to the dangerous stand-off be-
tween the US and Iraq. Of
course, Russia played the criti-
cal role as Primakov worked on
Saddam with some assurances
for easing sanctions which led
to Saddam's climb down on the
issue. The US said "there is no
deal, there is no concession”.
Yes. no deal, no concession: but
ently there was some kind
assurances from Russia and
some other members on the
question of sanctions — at least
to reconsider this under certain
conditions.
Indeed, it is high time for the
UNSC to look into the question
of sanction with objectivity

would not advance the €588
either; indeed they would retard
it. Serious rethinking in the
matter by the world body is
called for.

UNSC should realise that
Iraq could be temporarily freed
or near-freed on such weapons
but there are many countries
including some of the UN mem-
bers which would be prepared
to supply to Iraq everything for
building up such weapons of
mass destruction. Arms supply
is a trade that has been thriving
and would continue to thrive.
Many UN members are them-
selves producers of weapons of
mass destruction and therefore
morally do not have the right to
stop others doing so. However,
as the question of falling these
weapons in the ‘'wrong hand' as

Of Lesser Gods: We and Our

Street Children

Those of us who really do not want to walk past our vagabond child population, should organise our own groups
and make this issue central to our lives. Otherwise we cannot buy our Roshomalai and eat it too, without

I i A

TEP children is how they
could be viewed, and
“Tokai' is the fond

agﬁl]aunn given to these
, bred on the streets of a
society whose attitude towards

them is one of studied
indifference:  In  her, article

with an

tant question: is indifference,
though reprehensible, a more
acceptable social attitude than
the half-baked concern and
merely ‘intellectual’ curiosity
of those of us who regard this
social issue more to j start
our social conscience write
a ‘tongue-in-cheek’ article or
two for newspapers, than with
any intention or desire to ex-
plore and solve this burgeoning
problem?

Mira Nair's award winning
1988 film "Salaam has
I think, unintentionally, ea
great disservice to society. By
creating a false charm and
glamour around this social

roblem, it has generated a
ashionable interest about a
layer of society, who need much
more than our momentary and
self-conscious com .

The citizens of Dhaka don't
just need to be shown the in-
credible social problems they
live with; they need to be shown

Sir, I do not understand why
UN arms inspections should
continue their inspection for so
long, and why embargo on Iraqi
Peoplc should remain for such a
unf time. It is time to end it.

also fail to understand why
the US should bring such a big
armed force in th:%ulf region.
This is not a decent way do
things for a superpower. 1 re-
quest the UN to complete its
arms inspections in next one or
two months by the inspectors of
Asian and African countries.
This can easily resolve the is-
sue.
Iraq is not the only country
holding supposedly arms of de-
struction. Other countries are
also holding such arms. Many
countries have gone to war in
the last 50 years. Then what is
the sgccial offense to Iraq onl

I hope the UN and the US
will follow a reasonable course
and not start another war.

M Rezaul A Bhuiyan
Dhaka

Violence in
Chi

It refers to the recently pub-
lished editorial titled "Violence
in Chittagong". The editorial
was critical of the govern-
ment for not taking action
through the police force during
the Chittagong incident. | agree
that it is the government's
E:'ime responsibility to ensure

e well-being and safety of its
citizens and to implement law
and order. However, 1 cannot
help but sympathise for the

ment in this re be-
cause | believe the issue is a
doubl sword.

When the government does
not take action du eﬁ»aoden
of violence, we (rightfully) crit-
icise it. When the government
does take action, we complain
of police brutality and the ma-
jor opposition party inevitably
makes a statement the very

how to solve them. I think any -

discourse, however am y
presented, that merely de-
scribes the existence of a prob-
lem, be it the question of street

chlldrﬁ or the uPiqultuul but
invisible o :
Would be dsercly oy,
obvious. mquu visible
R N s v

s and

— having to do with
mhummm:nt -
quancy and charm, this is t

most approachable and human

POSTSCRIPT

cal pressure on the government,
and on ourselves to

on society
solve this Problcm
Rita Panicker, director of

Butterflies, a New Delhi-based
private organisation that
champions the cause of street
children and child workers in

~ her ‘tountry. says that what we

need is “concern that goes be-
rmd sympathy, to the point of
l:cll.nF anger and shame, and
therelore wanting to do some-
thing... If not there is no point

talking about it." | mention her

| Neeman A Sobhan

of all the myriad social ills,
that the lay social worker or
mutunptadtnp!ck#lp
as an easy way to assu S
moral need to show li:lﬁ he
cares.

But the road to caring is
paved with more than in-
tentions. We need commitment

and or tion to attack it.
We to be aware of the
roots of the em and take
into account broader issues

of poverty underl this so-
cial phenomenon. then we
have to apply social and politi-

e RE—

- o e W
e -

because she is a prime exam
of a bk:andmnlnittﬁ
member of civil who has
taken her concern to the point
where she has o sed from
her home a t helps ed-
ucate and train street ch

to earn a livelihood which gives
them a sense of belonging, pur-

pose and dignity.
The newspa is a forum
whose pages should be utilised

to generate social and political
awareness of issues, with the
aim to push the class that reads
about them — we, the comfort-

able and complacent middle
class — to want to be part of the
solution to the problems. It is
not to be entertained, or
infor ., we need to be jolted
out of our complacency. Ms,
Zakiuddin has with her wit and
pithy style, re-focussed our at-
tentions on the invidible' ¢hil-
dren of the streetsy We hope we
will hear more from her and
other writers, about how we the
privileged members of civil so-
ciety can train ourselves to care
to do something about
them so that we are no longer in
complicity with the gods who
spawned these children.

We need to know about, and
to promote and actively sup-
port, organisations, both gov-
ernmental and non-govern-
mental, that work with issues
of street children. Those of us
paztm really do not mﬂmé to walk

our -
tion, should organise um
groups and make this issue
central to our lives. Otherwise
we cannot buy our Roshomalai
Ialim:l eat it too, without guilt that
B

What was it that George
Bernard Shaw said in the Dev-
il's : “The worst sin to-
wards our fellow creatures is
not to hate them, but to be indif-
ferent to them: that is the
essence of inhumanity.”

ing arrests. The issue
nfp&nicﬂcﬂnuhhmdmc :

reasons that the mainstream
opposition refuses to attend
Parliament.

My opinion is that if a per-
son commits a crime or act of
violence in the name of politics,
the person should be arrested
whether the nomenclature of
the arrest is 'political’ or not. In
addition, if the opposition
pleases not to attend Parlia-
glé;:é hccm:;f ifta w:;k:ra are

arres ore e
the lives of other ciummar}gthrimngl

believe the country would be in
a better position by not havi
these le in Parliament an
thereby not ha them take
part in the legislative process.
Aref Chowdhury

(By e-mail)

Untversity of Wisconsin
Madison, U.

Living in the past

Sir; Under a law enacted in
1951 (or in 19497?), a foreign
sea-man is required to count

his hair and to declare its quan-
tity or number, and colour
etc.toa B adesh immigra-
tion officer und hat g'l: n{:i]tiﬂtﬂc
asS Landing o the
smm may visit our coun-
try for a brief od of time.

I assume that the aforesaid
requirement must have been
t of and made into law by
some whimsical ple of the
t, but I fail to understands
could this stupid condition

still be maintai ?

I do not think that the afore-
said requirement of law could
ever be implemented by anyone,
but its retention by our gov-
ernment prompts me to ask :
are we still living in a period of
ignorance and are we being
ruled over by some people who
wish to ensure that we always
remain shadowed by our

thoughts and beliefs of the

past

Mohammad har
1070, Sheikh Mujib Road
rabad Commercial Area

Chittagong
Aliens on US soil

Sir, Ever since Christopher
Colombus discovered North
America centuries ago the new-
found land welcomed people all
over the world belonging to di-
verse nations, culture, colour,
religion and ethnicity. The vast

anse of fertile land, human-
friendly climate and abundant
mineral resources proved an El
Dorado for the teeming settlers.
Soon the land what is now USA
became a melting pot of all
kinds of civilisation, culture
and beliefs the immigrants
brought with them, Over the
centuries, the newfound land
not only yielded rich harvest of
spectacular material progress

dint of sheer hard labour of
the settlers a new culture
emerged fusing into one kalei-
duuchgéilc nationhood.

y's USA is but a sum to-
tal of tears and sweat of the
immigrants citing an example
nowhere in the world to be
found. Americans nurtured the
best fruits of human civilisa-
tion like human ts. democ-
racy, social justice et al and en-
shrined them in their Constitu-
tion. The enlightened concern
for human rights and utilisa-
tion of human resources ex-
plains why the US have proved
a haven for the talented, labo-
rious and persecuted from the
rest of the world. The process
even after more than a couple of
centuries is on in the shape of
opportunities offered to aliens

OP-1, DV- 97, 98, 99 etc.

Basic tools of a nation’s de-
velopment lie in the quality of
human resources another name
of which is skill. We understand
there are millions of aliens in
the US (more than million
Bangladeshi included) many of

whom are highly skilled labour
like accountants, engineers and
doctors aspiring for American
nationality. US Senate's move
to deport illegal but highly
skilled aliens on one hand and
inviting aspiring immigrants
by means of world-wide lottery.
on the other requiring entrants
nothing like basic skill, for-
mal/informal education and
age which are so vital, makes
the American ethos difficult to
comprehend.

Sc can best be done of
the existing aliens on US soil
who are already contributing to
US economy in various ways
and, required quota filled up be-
fore launching global lottery
procedure. This will not onl
spare many an alien untol
hardship and threat of separa-
tion four family members but
will also be in consonance with
cherished American tenets of
guman right, liberty and jus-

ce.

M Gholam Mostafa
257/7 t Rd
Dhaka-1205

Tax Identification
Number

Sir. National Board of Rev-
enue advertised in various
Dhaka newspapers in August
this year that TIN shall be is-
sued to new income-tax as-
sessees within a week from
their date of application, but it
is most unfortunate that new
assessees submitted their appli-
cation for TIN along with their
income-tax returns on 14th-
15th September. 1997 have not
yet received TIN in spite of their
personal tadbirs in tax offices,
and it is understood that the
TIN applications are still pend-
ing to NBR's office for months
together.

Will the chairman of NBR

kindly look into the matter for
expeci;tmuu issue of TIN?

Ali Nawaz

129 Malibagh, Dhaodca

put forward by President Clin-
ton remains valid, why not
unite world opinion against
Saddam and create a consensus
among nations suppl such
weapons or materials for pro-
duction of such weapons so that
Saddam remains ently
barred from collecting those
weapons?

As the unfoertunate events
are unfolding one tends to ask
whether US and its allies had
any sort of planning at all on
Saddam when they attacked
Iraq and defeated him. Why did
t not press on, enter Bagh-
dad and remove him? If their

licy at that time was to

ddam to thwart the expan-
sion of Iran thﬁln why should
t now punish I le
al:l? that also for ;?l%lh ?ﬂ:‘lg
time?

Moreover, does it take seven
years to complete the detection
and destruction of such
weapons and their production
capabilities? Would the world
conscience support such an
u?cn ended programme which
ultimately affects a nation?
Time has come for the UN Secu-
rity Council to review Gulf war
cease-fire resolutions with a
view to fixing the time limit for
UNSCOM. If nec , number
of inspectors should be in-
creased on the basis of equi-
table distribution of nationali-
ties so that the work could be
completed within an agreed
time-frame.

Moreover. totally defanging
Saddam is neither possible nor
desirable. Iraq is a vast terri-
tory and can hide something
somewhere. The world body
must also seriously see that

Iraq does not become totally de-
fenceless thus giving the

known enemy or enemies

Art

COLUMN

Buchwald's

chance to walk into Iraq. After
all lerael has nuclear and pos-
sibly other weapons of mass
destruction about which UN Se-
curity Council never enquired
and according to the West, Iran
is not far from having them. If
some countries are allowed to
have them for defence and on
the plea of "deterrence”, Iraq as
a country also has the
right to have them. However,
for 'the purpose of the
'wrong hand' different and
pragmatic approach is neces-
sary. Instead of punishing the
Iraqi pegple who have already
been su under Saddam,
they should have been taken
into confidence. There is still
time and hence review of the
resent policy is called for.
ile UNSCOM continues its
work with the help of a bigger
inspection team with greater
efficiency, a time frame should,
however, be set for completion
of the work. Inspection and
sanctions cannot continue for
an indefinite period. This will
certainly lead to the death of a
nation.

With the collapse of Soviet
Union the world became
unipolar. It seems that the
strength of the US as super-
power was not properly and
strategically utilized; indeed US
vision of the world politics got
blurred in several areas. This
became acute in the ME because
of its undue bias in favour of Is-
rael. This gave the opportunity
to Russia to return in its origi-
nal Soviet style to the ME. As it
seems, the world is gradual
returning to bipolar politica
game. As Russia has come as a
saviour of one of the Arab

countries, the US is clearl
seen as the protector of Israel.
The re t the US sees and

the stories it hears in some of
the ces are certainly differ-
ent from those in the streets of
Arab world and hence the pre-
sent turn around. The US must
cultivate eno flexibilities
before it loses its entire control.

v
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attended

Scarlet Pim
event, and

To be pe

eater,

' dﬂk‘:}m what ‘f:’é'i.“:

much, [ enj

Then [ went off to the cast

and [ liked that, too. I might mention that
felt the same way [ did,

during the
been a thousand people
The next

at the

critics hated the show. N

, and I'm

Reviewing the Critics

NDER the Truth-in-Columning

Act, | must confess that |

night of the new Broadway show "The

" with two free tickets. It was a glitzy
was full of
tly honest, |
ormances, | liked the sets, |
k. As | sat in the audience |
I dont have tg lie to

— and fear,
ed the show. | liked the

£ I the
5 *uﬁ:' e o

a my face
show, 1 . "1 iked it

to bring my children.”
was free —

I talked to
there must have

party
I woke up and ased The New York
Times, New York Post and New Y
liked the book or the music or

Daily News. All three

anything about "Pimpernel." They really beat up on it with

nightsticks.
How could I like so

+ mmﬁzﬂm Hew Yu:'ic Fﬂtﬂd'l
ese

hated? What right did I have to enjoy a musical tha

distinguished critics t on?

I called Andy S and said, "Did see (he reviews of
‘The Scarlet Pimpernel'? What do you v

His was, "I hated it, too.”

"But last night at the

"A person can change
“Is it

party told me that loved it."
his mind." he said. .
possible that you didn't know whether

liked it or

not until the critics decided if it was worth

"It's ble but very
that these critics
what was or bad for us.”

“Th

. | have a mind of my own. It so

‘t be any use unless they knew

ey're only three people. The producers deserve a

sampling than that when someone puts US$ 10 million into a

show.”

"If the critics didn't know more than the rest of us, they'd all
be up ladders changing lightbulbs on Broadway."

OPINION

(1 ncepiacen s v g
in newspapers our
lice personnel — the people wipm
are su to be the upholders
of the law — themselves trample
it. | know many ple will say
that those are the exceptions
and police personnel in %enernl
do uphold the law, but I have
'my' doubts. It seems to me to be
the other way around.

Just refer to ¢ 9 (column
4) of the DS dt. 15-11-97. The
news item says, ‘All policemen
of Galachipa Thana With-
drawn'. The barbaric incident
of August 25 last makes my
stomach turn-over. And it hap-
pened in broad day-light ! After
all the cl:;tl:;ig;tinn ﬂi‘ld :;t-
rage voi the e, at
steps did the Home i!injstry
took, that too after 3 months?
They just withdrew the ASI and
4 constables from Patuakhali
district and transfered them to

Chittago ! What a farce !
Is this called punishment? Just
transfers? And why only an

ASI? What about the OC of that
thana? Didn't he had to share
some of the blame? After all,
the crime was committed in
broad day-light and an OC is
sup to be the chief of a
thana Will the authority con-
cerned or some readers en-
lighten me?

| was q‘:;ln& through the arti-
cle by A onjurul Kabir on
"Violence Against Women: to
Resist is Our Constitutional
Obligation™ (DS of 16-11-97).
Here | take the liberty to quote
some of the writer's sentences
"Another notable feature of vio-
lence against women that de-
SCTVES S ial attention is the
active participation of the law-
enforcers e g . the police in var-
ious heinous acts of violence

Lngamsl women The tragic

By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and UNB.

Violence Against Women

death of Yasmin of Dinajpur
reminds us how the
ml;_e system we have.” Mr
continues, and | quote

n : "The honourable dis-

c on July 13, 1997 of four
policemen ¢ with the
rape of Seema Chowdhury once
again amply pointed out the in-
herent flaws of the justice de-
livery system and lack of gen-
der sensitisation. Again the
Parliamen Committee Re-
on the terious death of

aC hury crystalises
the absence of sensitisa-
tion a the members of par-
liament.”

Here I would like to ask a
question to the authorities con-
cerned: what has h ned to
the review of the case? Again |
have to quote Mr Kabir : "The
government servants belorﬂ
to almost all departments

es concermned lack
in gender sensitisation. The
sheer male bias in the thoughts
and action of the government
personnel makes women wvul-
nerable in many ways." See !
something has to be done right
Now.

Then, the editorial in the DS
of 18-11-97. on "Sea Resort In-
mumiﬂ where the newly-weds
on a honeymoon trip found
themselves in a nightmare. |

with what has 1 writ -
ten. but the sentence which re-
ally make me sick was that "a
police inspector. reportedly.
intervened and tried to intimi-
date the cou
the matter.” 1 it make one
feel like throwing-up? Soime po-
lice inspector! at sort of

e into hushing up |

training did he undergo at the

police academy?
Jerry |




