DHAKA TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1997

THE jute. textile and cotton
seclor workers have just
enforced a 4&;::1;1'; work-
sto . AaccoImpar a 36-
hm!:#mlf;ad andp:lli] hagriradt
across the counitry, on
November 10 and 11 last. They
have recently announced
another parkufl ol agitational
programmes that include a
countrywide 48-hour industrial
strike and barricade Irom
December 8.

The garment workers have
also announced a fresh package
of programmes that include a
dawn-to-dusk industrial strike
in the garments sector on
November 30. Meanwhile, the
Sramik Karmachari Oikkya
Parishad (SKOP) — a conglom-
eration of 16 national-level
labour organisations — which
has enforced similar agitation
in the recent past, is learnt to
have been actively thinking to
announce fresh agitation pro-
grammes.

There is no controversy that
the entire nation badly needs to
get rid of the phenomenon
called labour unrest. For this,

we need first to identify the
factors working behind the
labour unrest.

Our investigation shows that

it is the repeated failure of gov-
ernment/s to honour the ac-
cords signed with the workers
that compel the latter to go for
sirikes. es, nothing short
of a threat of wnrk-;m. or
things like putti cade on
the roads, can the author-
ities concerned agree to even sit
with the labour organisatipns
to discuss ways of implementa-
tion of the accords.
It would se who
are still unaware of what the
labour bodies are fighting for,
that the workers have : n
ltrugﬁllng to implement a few
accords signed with the gov-
ernment and te sector in-
dustrialists much earlier, in
some cases more than a decade

ago.

Let us take the example of
SKOP which was floated in
April 1983. Since 1984 until
July 1993, different govern-
ments entered into three ac-
cords and l}gned two Memo-
randums of Understanding
(MoUs) with the SKOP.

But the major clauses of the
accords and MoUs are yet to be
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implemented. The clauses had
clearly assured implementa-
tion ol demands like fixation of
minimum wage for the private
sector workers, identifying rea-
sons behind making losses by
the public sector industries, dis-
investment of the 'sick’ indus-
tries on the basis of consensus
reached with the workers con-
cerned. enactment of demo-
cratic trade union laws and
atu&paqc of the practice of 'hi-
ac ng trade unions of Com-
ined Bargaining Agents (CBAs)
blYl ruling parties and so on. But
these have been lgnored since
early 80s.

We think any sound mind
will find the demands to be gen-
uine.

The first agreement was
signed on May 21, 1984 in the
face of a SKOP threat of 48-hour
strike on May 22 and 23. The
second accord was signed on
July 6, 1992 — again in the face
of the SKOP threat of a 48-hour
work-stoppage on July 7 and 8.
The third agreement was signed
on November 27, 1992. This ac-
cord was also signed lollowing
the SKOP threat ol observing a
48-hour industrial strike on
November 29 and 30.

Two MoUs were signed on
December 21, 1991 and July 18,
1993. The last one was also the
result of the SKOP's call for a
48-hour industrial strike on
July 19 and 20 of 1993.

e history of signing of
agreements clearly indicates
that rnments had shown
interest to discuss problems of
the workers only when ex
to threats of strikes called by
the ﬂ[ﬂ?.—hﬂm_ after sign-
in each agreement or the
Hgl]. the labour organisations
had either withdrawn the strike

calls or postponed the pre-
scheduled agitations.
But did the governments

honour the accords and MoUs
they signed with the labour or-
anisations? The answer is a
NO.
The
deman

resent state of SKOP
for fixation of mini-
mum wage for both the private
and public sector workers
#i:ld provide a m::l :;nmpl::

agreement s tween
SKOP and the grvntmment of
General H M on May 21,
1984 said "the minimum
monthly basic wage for the

by Nurul Kabir

Things show that I s the governments'repeaied fallure to honour the ac

ers, and the state's indifference towards the genuine

ve signed with the labour
blems of the workers, that are mainly responsible

for the country 's ur unrest.

workers will be Taka 460". "The
overnment strongly main-
ains that the owners of the pri-
vate sector industrial estab-
lishments would also go by the
decision”, the ement added.
The irony is that the labour
leaders who signed the 1984
eement included Kazi Zalar
who later became Prime
Minister of Ershad govern-
ment, but made little eflorts to
fix a standard minimum wage.
The SKOP is still fighting for
fixation of standard 'minimum
wage' for both the public and
private sector workers, while
the labour body has only in-
creased the amount of the pro-
posed minimum wage time to
time, of course taking into con-
sideration the rate of inflation
and price hike of consumer

The agreement signed be-
tween the government of
Khaleda Zia and the SKOP on
July 6. 1992 said: "The govern-
ment will announce the 'na-
tional minimum wage' for the
country's all workers and em-

loyees including those work-
ng in the private sector laclo-
ries and business establish-
ments."”

The government had failed
to honour the accord. While
signing MoU in November 1992,
the government had again
promised that 'the minimum

would be announced by the
end of December the same year.’
The MoU also said that the gov-
ernment would constitute sec-
toral committees, having repre-
sentation of the workers, to
identify and remove crisis var-
ious sectors are confronting
with. The commitment is yet to
be realised.

The government, however,
fixed ‘'national minimum wage'
for the public sector workers —
Taka 950 per month — in 1992
and it 'wished’' that the owners
of the private sector industries
would also implement the ‘min-
imum -

The labour leaders say that
the private sector en-

trepreneurs, who always wresltle
out various concessions from
the state to ensure an increased
rate of profit, have consistently
been declining to fulfil the
'wish' of the government. On the
other hand, the governments
that always admit that the de-
mand for fixation of a mini-
mum wage is rightful, always
keep silence on private sector's
reluctance to fix a minimum
wage. Ministers and govern-
ment officials sometimes love
lo argue that in a market econ-
omy, the state cannot impose
its decision on the private sec-
tor. They, however, prefer to
keep mum when asked why the
private sector would be provided
with various state facilities
including regular financial
assistance and frequent tax
holidays., when it refuses to
comply with a ?usuﬂed wish' of
the government.
eanwhile, the number of
sectoral Minimum Wage and
Productivity Boards WPB)
was increased from 14 to 17 to
fix separate minimum wages
for dillerent categories of pri-
vate sector workers. Some of
the MWPBs — each a three-
member body headed by a jud
with one representative eac
from the workers and the em-
ployees concerned — proposed
minimum wage' for certain cat-
egories of industries. Others
failed to uce result, es-
jially due to disagreements
tween the representatives of
the workers and the employees.
In the face of SKOP pressure
to implement the old agree-
ments, the government once
again ente into an MoU in
July 1993 that only assured
that the government would
‘continue discussion on the
ways :uf implementing the ac-

Awami e came to
in 1996, and the leader ol the

y's labour [ront, which was
an active partner of the SKOP

moveiment, took the charge ol
labour ministry. The minister
put his signature on the said ac-
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from access to development activities'

Despite a plan of action,
policy and draft laws on dis-
ability, the people with disabil-
ity in Bangladesh are yet to
access to the country's main-
stream development initiatives,
reports UNB.

Lack of planning in imple-
men the or the
of action left these with-
oul getting proper education,
henilfcm and communication
facilities in the ongoing devel-

t programmes.
"The number of peopie

with
disability

will not increase if
there is tguliulmng today to
relate all kinds of programme
taken by different govern-
ccutive director of Bangladesh
ecu rof B adesh
Pratibandhi Kalyan Samity.
Talking to a group of jour-
nalists yesterday ahead of the
International Disability Day,
Sattar said "integration of the

_Ppolicy and plan of action in the

national planning is totally ab-
sent here.”

Bangladesh as one of the
signatories to the United Na-
tions declaration to observe the
fmﬂ?‘mllgg ' the poli

m : e
in 1995 and 5/
T ——

country’'s to

its original mngﬂftnunt for the
weifare of the people with dis-
ability seems very little, said
on the mfu.;tt.lllncm

tation programme r-
nalists on the issue of dlnj:iﬁ‘il-

ity.

"Though the Fifth Five Year
Plan was formulated after the
plan of action on disability, the
agenda in the action plan was
not included in the ;" said
Sattar who was involved in
formulating the policy and the
plan of action.

Lack of accurate survey on

the population wilth disability.
coordination among the 22
ministries responsible for the
subject, initiatives in formulat-
ing trustee board, and other
bureaucratic complicacy re-
frained the people with disabil-
ity from contributing to the
country’'s social and economic
deve 1)

In adesh, the experts
said, the government estimates
about 10 per cent of the total
population have some kinds of
disabilities, but pocket surveys
carried out by various organisa-
tions have given different pic-
ture on the actual tion.

Many of these surveys con-
sidered people u spectacles
as disabled, which the experts

ket
i

Ilﬂlll'ﬂl'l{ :
According to such a poc
carried out in Narsingd

survey
area, about 7 per cent of the to-
tal lation have been identi-

Though 10 per cent quota in
government services has been
reserved only for the people
with disability, the actual pic-
ture is different. According to
the experts, the people with dis-
ability are getting a lesser num-
ber of government service as an
order issued by the Ershad gov-
ernment to reserve the 10 per
cent quota both for people with
disability and og:ohanl.

A recent official order again
fixed the 10 per cent quota for
the people with disability, but
the order during the Ershad pe-
riod was never scrapped, creat-
ing an unnecessary complexity
over the issue, the experts said.

"Despite commendable steps

and commitments from every

t. the quota reserva-

tion could not be implemented

due to the complications arose

from the government orders.’
sald Sattar.

Bangladeshi doctor

honoured

Dr Sofia Nilu-
gdfar, a Bangla-
.deshi doctor,
:has obtained
i membership of
Royal College
" nf Obstetrics

&

and aecol-

Dr Sofia obtained MBBS de-
from Dhaka Medical Col-
in 1983 and FCPS degree

from Bangladesh College of

siclans and Surgeons in

1991, says a A
Only daughter of Dr Hu-
:mm;n EHH Hﬂ,:ﬂc is mar-
o Dr Sayeed med
has two children. i

DU teacher
awarded

A teacher of Pharmacy De-
artment of Dhaka University
as own the "Young Scientist

Award" for his outstanding re-
search work on plant-based
t:ll'l.l_ﬁ._le rts UNB.

ird World Academy of
Science and Bangladesh
Academy of Science (BAS)
jointly selected Mohammad
Abdur Rashid, Associate Pro-
fessor, Department of Phar-
rnmg. DU, the award.

AS president Prof Ka-
maluddin Ahmed and Trea-
surer Dr N H Khan yesterda
handed over a cheque of
40,000 as award-money to the

recipient.

Meetmg on

afforestation,

dredging held

Two inter-ministerial meet-
ings on embankment afforesta-

tion and river ng were
held at the Water Resources
Ministry yesterday, reports

UNB.

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak presided over the
meetings which elaborately
discussed the proper mainte-
nance of the em ts and
dredging of rivers.

A five-member committee
has been formed in the
for submitting a report by De-
cember 30 after examinin
what kinds of trees would no
cause harm to the embank-

ments.

In the the Water Re-
sources Minister advised the
Shipping Ministry to adopt a
fin {)lan to dredge rivers for
maintaining

their normal
navigability.

Water Resources Secretary
Dr AT M Shamsul Huda, Ship-
wn? « getary Mofazzal Karim,

ater Development Board
Chairman Syed Moazzem Hos-
sain, BIWTC Chairman Abdul
Mannan Howlader, water ex-
pert Prof Ainun Nishat and
concerned officials were pre-
sent.

—
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cords as a SKOP leader the other
day. But, lrnnicallr. situation
has not changed a little for the
workers. What is more interest-
ing is that the Labour Minister
is to show serfousness about
holding an effective discussion
with his former colleagues in
the SKOP. The SKOP is, there-
fore, preparing for fresh agita-
tions to see the old accords im-
plemented.

Same is the case with the
jute, cotton and textile sectors'
workers. They have been strug-
gling to realise, among other is-
sues, the demand for implemen-
tation of Wage Commission
Award, 1991 in the already dis-
invested mills. (Redears, please
notice that the workers are agi-
tating in the last quarter of
1997 Lo implement the Wage
Commission Award which was
announced in 1991 and imple-
mented in the public sector.
Earlier, the owners of the disin-
vested mills staged a back-out
inunediately before the process
of implementation of the
Award was completed).

In an agreement signed with
the leaders of jute, cotton and
textile sector workers on June
2] this year, the government
said: "The government believes
in equal wages for equal works
in the similar industries and
hopes that the owners of the
disinvested jute, cotton and
textile mills will implement the
T"ﬁaﬂ Commission Award,

The June 21 accord also
promised that the government
would make any decision about
further disinvestment of any
public sector — jute, cotton and
textile — industries 'on the basis
of consensus reached with the
workers concerned for the
greater interest of the nation.'

But the hope of the workers
was shattered, as the govern-
ment did not make any effective
efforts to persuade the private
sector to implement the said
Wage Commission Award. Be-
sides, the government went
ahead with the process of disin-
vesting the mills concerned
without having discussions
with the labour bodies. The
labour organisations therefore
called for a barricade pro-
gramme. As usual, the govern-
ment sat with the labour lead-
ers an August 26 and eventuall
signed an MoU. The MoU,
uﬁncd in presence of the Indus-
tries Minister, unambiguously
assured that "the government
will not disinvest or close down
any mills of the L"Hf' cotton and
textile sectors.” e discussion
on this subject, however, will
continue.”" The workers called
off the proposed agitation fol-
lowing signing of the MoU.

But the government broke
the contract again. They disin-
vested 17 mills without any dis-
cussion with labour leaders, ex-
posing the fate of workers to
uncertainty. The workers have
already enforced a 48-hour

work-stoppage with no result.
Left with no other option, they
called another 48-hour indus-
trial strike and rail and road
barricade across the country in
the second week ol December.
Garments factories, run
solely by the private sector, are
no exception. Most of the gar-
ment workers are still com-
pelled to live — and work as well
— in inhuman conditions, al-
though they contribute to earn
68 per cent of the total export
earnings for the country. The
labour organisations of this
sector are still fighting for the
appointment cards of the work-
ers, implementation of Mini-
mum Wage Board awards 1994,

weekly holidays, maternit
leave and daycare centre facil-
ity and so on.

Following series ol negotia-
tions between the Bangladesh
Garments Manufacturers and
Exporters’ Assoclation
(BGMEA) and representatives of
the workers, the former had
adopted a resolution in October
last that recognised the de-
mands to be genuine. But the
BGMEA has not yet shown any
sign of implementing them,.

Besides, in a meeting with
the Garments Workers Unity
Council on July 15 last, the
BGMEA had agreed to take four
steps to avert fire related acci-
dents in the factories. Bul. re-
portedly, most of the factories
are yet to implement any of the
lour steps, while others have
partially implemented them. In
the meantime, several dozens
workers have been killed in
fire-related accidents taking
place in eight factories since

last July. But the government,
always ready to serve the
garment factory owners,
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showed no interest to see
whether the ‘genuine’ demands
of the workers were met.

The workers had, therefore,
called a strike, the only effec-
tive weapon at their disposal,
on November 30 last, to imple-
ment the accord. The workers'
demands are yet to be met, but
they have at least succeeded to
wrestle out a fresh commitment
from the BGMEA that it would
take immediate steps to imple-
ment them. Following the fresh
commitment of the facto
owners, made on November 29
that the demands would be met
by next March, the workers
have called off the strike. The
labour leaders are convinced
that the BGMEA would not have
even ed to discuss the prob-

lem, if there was no threat of a
strike,

All these things show that it
is the governments' repeated
failure to honour the accords
they have signed with the
labour leaders, and the stale's
indifference towards the gen-
uine problems of the workers,
that are mainly responsible for
the country's labour unrest.

While criticising the work-
ers for calling 'frequent strikes,
one therefore needs to under-
stand that the work-
ers would not have required to
agitate, had the governments
been respectful to the accords
they signed. One also should not
miss the point that fresh
strikes to implement old
agreements also symbolise the
workers' protest against a dis-
honest state machinery which
is habituated to breach con-
tracts with the poor workers
striving to keep their body and
soul together. '

Let's Develop a Tough Agreement on
Criminalising Bribery

by William Daley

Corruption has many forms. But, no matter what form it takes, the big losers are honest companies and
innocent citizens.

I N the shorttime that I
have been US secretary of
o lhm:::_uﬂu'nc. i h;vt w::lch—
e fo res
scenario %mtﬁlpdjmﬂ!
rngln{regu ty: A developing
country awards a major

Ilhelhrnurluclu:m:—tnl

infrastructure .froject — with
the supposed aim of bettering
company or consortium that
diﬁlmlr:nn{neuthetopfur

ce. qu . or ce.
E:l:r ‘:1'& ﬁetrmformm indi-

cating that corruption influ-
the award.
forms

Corruption has many ;
But, no matter what form it
takes, the losers are honest
companies and Innocent citi-
zens

Since mid-1994, we have
learned of allegations of
bri by foreign firms in
some 180 international com-
mercial contracts valued at
nearly 880 billion. In Eﬂd:er
cent of the cases where a firm
pays a bribe to a official,
that firm wins the con . The
Times of London recently

3uuted a board of a major
erman multinational as
saying that it would take 10
years to replace the overseas
siall, contacts and networks

that all eurrentl expect to op-
erate on the of "necessary”
bribery.

As secretary of commerce, |
am incensed | see business

diverted from companies that

I play fairly to companies that

play fast and loose. But | am
even more disheartened by the

that corru inflicts
on the economic lopment
of the less developed countries.

ends today

By Staff Correspondent

Six-day theatre festival or-
ganised Theatre, a drama
up. end today. On the
fth day of the festival yester-
day. a new uction of the
Theatre ti 'Meherzan Arek-
bar’ was at the Public Li-
r

b .'Hn Auditorium.

T e S 2
sl y. t
festival, says a press ;

Chupkatha, a drama ;rn;r
from Calcutta, earlier stag

their new ion 'Janmad- |
in’ at the tival in Dhaka on
November 29 and 30.

Truck owners’,
drivers’ team
meets Rafiq

A 12-member delegation of
Truck Owners' Association and
Truck Driver-Workers' Federa-
tion called on Home Minister
Rafiqul Islam at his office yes-

terday, reports UNB.

The minister exchanged
views with them on various
problems relating to traffic and
assured them of all ble co-
operation to resolve them, said
a PID handout.

The reglr:unlnum told the
minister that t had no con-
nection with the transport
strike In northern districts,
which they termed as illegal.

The delegation members in-
clude Trurk Workers' Federa-
tion president Mohammed Is-
mail, general secretary Babu
Roy Ramesh Chandra, Truck
Owners' Association president
Christopher Gomez and general
secretary Rustom Ali Khan,

Last May. | met with trade.
finance and foreign ministers
of the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Devel-
opment (OECD), where the

nited States joined with the
other 28 member-countries to
attack the plague of transna-

tional bribery. As OECD minis-
ters, we to complete a
convention by the end of this

year — to come into force by the
end of next year — that would
obligate all member states to
criminalise the bribery of for-
eign public officials in com-
- al transactions. the OECD
procedure to ensure effective
implementation and enforce-
ment. This was an historic de-
cision.

After the first round of nego-
tiations in July. conclusion of
an eflective convention the
end of 1997 appeared to an
attainable fm! However, | am
extremely distressed that there

was serious backsliding on
some critical issues at the Octo-
ber meeting.

Put simply, we must ensure

that this convention will effec-
tively prohibit business-related
bribes to foreign legislators,
political parties and party offi-
cials and to public enterprises.

The OECD ministers nfreed
in May that the bribery of legis-
lators would be covered. But
German and Austrian negotia-
tors now insist that only a
small category ol bribes to leg-
islators should be illegal. They
argue that the convention ei-
ther must mirror their domestic
laws, which generally prohibit

e

establish a monitoring

only these bribes paid to
legislators to buy their votes, or
that their companies be exempt
from more stringent conven-
tion prohibitions against the
bribery of foreign legislators.
E%uullE disturbing, most of
the OECD member-countries
have taken the position that the
convention should not cover
the bribery of political parties
and y officials in interna-
tional business transactions.
Imagine the effectiveness of a
convention which failed to
prohibit bribes to the political
machines of Zaire's Mobutu or
the Philippines’ Ferdinand
Marcos. The United States has
outlawed such bribes since
1977.

And we must cover the full

e of enterprises owned or

controlled by governments,
given the large number of such
enterprises in developing coun-
tries. If we don't, this loophole
alone could seriously weaken
the conventions.

These positions should be
deeply disturbing to the minis-
ters who agreed to criminalise
bribery last May. Is it conceiv-
able, after the political bribery
scandals that have caused so
such damage throughout the
OECD nations in recent years,
that any OECD member-coun-
try could publicly insist that
this convention fail to prohibit
the bribery of public enter-
I:rim:l. foreign legislators, po-
itical parties and party nFﬂ-
cials? If these forms of bribery
are not covered, we will be cre-
ating important loopholes. In-
stead or having a convention to
outlaw bribery, we run the risk

oy Meherjan

Arekbar,’ staged at the Public Library auditorium

yesterday.

Dr M Ibrahim
Smriti Parishad

The annual general meetlrﬁ
and the election of Dr
Ibrahim Smriti Parishad held
in the city recently. reports
BSS.

According to a release
a 15-member committee of the

parishad was elected for two-

year term (1998-99),
Murshed Hussain and M
| Islam were elected -
idtnth ;dnd ucreulry of the
. respectively,
l:.'lﬂchl.:lt:qnr director g;' BIRDEM
Dr M Enayet Hossain conducted
the election.
UNAB

United Nations Association

of Bangladesh (UNAB) nrtln-
ised a um at a city hotel
on Sunday in observance of In-
ternational Day of Solidarity
with the Palestinian people, re-

ports UNB.
Presided over by UNAB

HERE and THERE

chairman Prof Shalahuddin
Ahmed, the function was at-
tended by State Minister for
Forei Affairs Abul Hasan
C hury as chief guest. Act-
ing Ambassador of State of
Palestine Iin Dhaka Faik
Hamza was the key-note

I'Hkﬂ.
IUB

A three-week General En-
ish Course, organised by the
ension and Continuing Edu-
cation Centre (ECEC) and the

Language Centre of In ndent
Unlve:lft . Bangladesh (IUB)
mluded in the city recently. It
was conducted by the Director
of the Language Centre, Dr
Joyce | R Silva, says a press re-
lease.

Mahbub Haque, Managing
Director, Bangladesh Consul-
tants Ltd (BCL), distributed cer-
tificates among the 17 partici-

nts at a ceremony at IUB's

dhara campus on Sunday.
IUB Rector ul M Choudhury

was also present.

of pointing the way to "legal”
bribery.

Another vital issue is when
to bring this convention into ef-
fect. Several OECD member-
countries, including France,
Germany and Japan. insist that
this convention come into force
only after some critical mass of
large nations signs on. citing
concerns about undercutting
their companies’' competitive-
ness. But surely these key coun-
tries would be among the first to
ratify and, with the United
States, would constitute a real
critical mass. Those who delay
will come under strong pressure
from their trading partners to
follow through with ratifica-
tion.

| remain deeply committed
to the ministerial goal we set in
May. | know a number of other
OECD member countries are

ually committed. [ ask those
others who are failing to fulfill
their May pledges, and who are
insisting upon unwise limita-
tions on the scope of this con-
vention, to do what they know
is right.

e have only one negotiat-
ing session left before the De-
cember deadline we set for our-
selves last May. Let's renew our
resolve to meet that deadline;
let's settle the outstanding is-
sues at the November session
and let's develop a tough agree-
ment, without loopholes, that
will effectively criminalise

bribery of foreign public offi-
cials through all possible
channels.

— USIA

The writer is US Secretary of
Commerce

_

| Gayoom invited to

visit Bangladesh

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, now in the Mal-
dives to attend the ninth ses-
sion of the SAARC Council of
Ministers, called on President
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom on
Saturday, reports BSS.

They discussed bilateral is-
sues and matters relating to the
regional body.

During the mee . Azad ex-
tended ?Eﬁamngmwﬂ in-
vitation of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to pay an official
visit to Bangladesh which he

gladly accepted, according to a
message received in the city

Sunday

The two-day session of the
SAARC Council of Ministers,
which began on Baturda{. was
inaugurated by President Gay-
oom.

Maldivian Foreign Minister
Fatullah Jameel, who chaired
the plenary session of the coun-
cil meeting. handed over the
SAARC Youth Award 1997 to
Bangladesh youth worker Md
Sukur Salek. The winner was

ven a gold medal and a cita-

on.

The council of ministers
meeting was preceded by the
meetings of the standing and

rogramming committees from
Buvemher to 28. Foreign
Secretary Mustaflzur Rahman
led the Bangladesh delegation
to the meeting of the standing
committee,

Abdus Samad Azad also
called on the Foreign Minister of
Sri Lanka, Lakhsmaan Kad-
hirgamaz, before the start of
council session and discussed
matters of bilateral, regional
and international issues of
COIMIMOoNn concern.



