Cabinet for body
to review report
on edn policy

The Cabinet has decided to
formn a committee for distribut-

and the report
- %ttu on

tion ufllg.l;nnal Edu-

cation Pﬂl“-‘? . reports
UNB. e

The decision was taken at a

e gt Bl
yeste wi

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

in the chair.

also ap-
the draft of Banga-
Sheikh Mujib Medical
Bill 1997 and also a

Propesal e amend he Frvac
Report on Sadia's
death submitted

tuted in to a directive
of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina :

Tailor held with
Indian nat’l
flags in city

By Staff Correspondent

Detective police recovered 16
Indian national flags and ar-
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also seized dice,

nting brush, fabric and

sewing machine used for
the flags.

Police identified the ar-

' réested man 48 Md Alauddin,”
about 30. Son of Abdul

aleq Mizi of Jafrabad village
in Chandpur. Alauddin resided

in the New Market area.

A senior Detective Branch
official said they that
some people, with an ultmnr
motive, was conspiring to hoist
flags at the Chitu]gon
m.lnd in the three hill dis-
on the day of mlng of a

agreement on ttagong
i Tracts.
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See Page 12 Col 4
Legal aid body
to be formed
in each dist

Wt has decided
to tute the National Legal
Aid Committee with branches
in each district to give financial
assistance to the ponrugmpluc
; B.
TR st okt s o the
Ald Committee will be held at

the Law Mi today. Law
Minister Abdul aatln r(hn-ru

will preside over the meeting.
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Large turnout of woman voters

Two killed on first
day of UP polls

At least two persons were
killed on the first day of the
month-long Union Parishad

| elections in the country yester-

day.

Elections in 374 unions with
around 3,740 polling centres
were held on the day. ollm%:t
67 centres was s 5
cause of violence untoward
incidents, Election Commis-
sion (EC) sources said.

One was killed at
mpn under Sirajganj district

the other was led in
Comilla, they said but could not

give details.
The election of chairmen
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By Staff Correspondent

and members of 4,318 unions

will be held th ut Decem-
ber except on holidays.
A large turmnout of women

voters marked the polling yes-
terday. Voters' presence at the
centres was also higher than
that in the previous UP polls.
Reports of violence from
different district headquarters
were co in till late last
night. Out correspondents and
news agencies said over 200
le were injured in sporadic
clashes.
Chief Election Commis-
sioner, Mohammad Abu Hena

Woman voters

standing in a qut_aup at a pﬂllmg centre in Ashulia union of

Parishad elections yesterday.

Gazipur. State-run news :
BSS quoted him as saying that
he was satisfied with the
pmﬁsn of the polls.
ling continues today in
* 56 unions of thanas under
Lalmonirhat, Gaibandha, Joy-
urhat, Naogaon, Meherpur,
hat, Barisal and Sherpur
districts.

Following suspension of
polling at a centre under Bhola
sadar, Major (retd) Hafiz Uddin
Ahmed MP and Nazim Uddin
Alam MP accused the ruling
party of taking over all goﬂing

centres in Dhonia and Babda

e

Savar thana on the first a of Union

_ mitted to

Pre-polls violence
in Gopalganj
kills one

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Dec 1: One per-
sori was shot dead and 15
were injured in a gu t be-
tween supporters of two rival
candidates for the post of union
parishad chairman at village
Gopinathpur in the sadar thana
of the district. .

One Noor Mohammed was
shot dead as the su of
Hafizur Rahman and Moksud
Ali Khan fired shots, exploded
bombs and used lethal weapons
during the clash that broke out

:l;lmﬁng campaign, witnesses
Of the ured, five were ad-

Gopalganj, visited the spot.
Bcg,ngj mme

H r Rahman and Mok-
sud Ali are candidates for the
chairmanship of Hnj:tlgau
union parishad. Polis will be
held there on December 8.

PR  aazal

— Star photo

@The Daily Star
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|2 banks write off ||
50pc bad loans of
a top defaulter

By Inam Ahmed

Gttt of the Denkie e,
pulation of the 8
tem, a top loan defaulter, Agu.; |
Khair Litu, has managed to per-
suade two banks to write off
more than half of his bad loans,
including principal amount
from Al-Baraka Bank.

Besides, Bangladesh Shilpa
Bank (BSB), in a rare move, has
waived more than 80 per cent of
his total outstanding loan from
it. A Bangladesh Bank (BB) in-

ry has termed the BSB deci-
sion ' the interest of the
institution.’

The mw ‘has also re-
vealed that of Bengal Group
had taken :r a project
on lands already pl to
Sonali Bank as colla for a

loan. The BB has asked Sonali
Bank to stop the sale of these
lands.

The BB had ordered Al-
Baraka Bank to take legal ac-
tion against Litu. But when the
bank took initiative to file a
criminal case against him, it
found that Litu had already ob-
tained a court order that bars
the banks from filing any crim-
inal suit against him. Legal ex-
perts consider such blanket
protection as 'most unusual’
and the bank is preparing to
appeal to the higher court to va-
cate it. '

The BB investigation found
that Litu had taken Tk 91.53
crore loans against 29 accounts

See Page 12 Col 1

CHT peace talks continue

Nothing will be done

in se

u:lT?le:edmﬁ of an t to
in the Chit Hill mtu

(CHT) is being finalised. with
negotiators from the govern-
ment and the tribal leaders

talks Sunda mﬂm .
on : into
the early hnur:m' yesterday,
negotiators from the National
Committee on Chittagong Hill
mhlttrll ‘{:I'E:Cl-m ln:'i lhcs;!':rg-
ana .

hati Samity (PCJSS) were
working out the details of the .
accord till 10:45 last night.
The talks at 10:30 am.
State Minister for Civil
Aviation Dr Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgir, who pla a key role
in drafting the outlines of the
accord, lent his hand twice on

the . helpin rrow down
e g doipms

They scrutinised and hag-

gled on the nitt ttys of the
proposed a-:cnrdy dgcl;pite grum-

cret: Abdullah

By Special Correspondent

blings on the authority of a Re-
E‘nnnl Council, pl"ﬂp&ﬂcd}r for the
ree hill districts.

If the main stumbling block,
the authority of the RC, and
other issues can be sorted out,
there is a likelihood that the
PCJSS delegation, led by its
Chairman Jyotirindrivo Bod-
hipriyo Larma alias Shantu
Larma, will go back to
Dudukchhara in Khagrachhari
for a final nod of approval from
their colleagues.

After the 'agreed minutes' are

and signed, there is a

possibility of convening of a

1 session of parliament

and of an ordinance in

the form of a bill for ratifica-
tion.

Almost all the members of
the NCCHT, barring the lone
Jatiya Party member Advocate
Fazle Rabbi. MP, Kalparanjan
Chakma, MP and two BNP MPs.
were al hand during yesterday s
meeting, described as crucial.

Earlier on Sunday, in a sud-

See Page 12 Col 1

35 killed in November

A month of violence and
tension in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG, Dec 1: The
port city witnessed severe un-
rest and trouble in the just-
ended th of November due
to it violence, earth-

s, and accidents that
the lives of 35 people.

The city dwellers had to
weather a hu'hlﬂt:jl;ﬂtulltll;:n
amid month.

Omm said politi-
cal v:#nm th;:l r;:ked the

mm mm-
Eim of its type, affect-

-ing normal life and business ac-

Inside Today
Article

In the Land of
Arcadia
Column: Window on
Asia
by Shahed Latif

Politically Loa-
ded Report

Column: Between the
Lines

by Kuldip Nayar
Page 4

Focus

Labour unrest in
Bangladesh: Who
18 responsible?

PaFe 5

| Business
Disruption at Ctg

Port: BGMEA warns of
far-reaching crisis

DSE index drops to 3-
month low
Pages 6, 7

From Nurul Alam

were killed in the incidents.

On the following day, BNP

eul::umed a half-da hlrlﬂm in

port cll{ it

m‘ﬂnndbylﬂ : on its meet-
val party activists.

On November 13, one person
was killed in an incident of fire
that broke out at an installa-
tion of Padma Oil Company at
Gu i near Patenga.

November 18, a five-hour
nfight between Shibir-backed
asir bahini and police -
icked the residents of Cﬁln-
and s areas
in the heart of the city. The
gunfight ensued when police all
on a sudden raided their hide-
out. Police arrested three of
them with arms and the rest
fled away, showering bullets
from ' sophisticated weapons
and torc two vans.
ivetores Ch o
s es ttago rt
e o Sock

ﬂngped gang-booking

. E‘i’.ﬁ‘ﬂ“m’.‘iﬁ‘:‘:‘:

of cargo

deadlock, sources said.
On November 21, an earth-
e claimed 22 lives when a

storeyed bulkhr|1nmlllpned

at Hmmrb.ﬂ:.ru the city.
On November 27, three per-
sons were shot dead and many
others Injured in a gu t
between activists of pro-
Chhatra Dal and pro-Awami
ue BCL during a visit of
BN chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital. She
went there Lo see those injured
in the earthquake.
i 'IE; incidents of violence at
e CH immediately sparked
off clashes in many areas of the
cig. Authorities had called out
BDR to bring the situation un-
der control. Tension remained
higgnmﬂt]x nrl::xtcrda also.
ovem . BNP
enforced a day-long huﬂ
the city protesting what it
called on attempt on the life of
its chairperson du her visit
See Page 12 4 -
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- Khan Ata
dead

Khan Ataur Rnhmt;:. ﬂ:]n
outstanding figure in -
tural arena, died of brain

e

was 68, reports

A pall of descended
on the cult circle as soon as
the news of his death spread.

Khan Ataur Rahman — bet-
ter known as " Khan Ata" — dis-
tinguished himself with his
versatility as an artiste.

He combined in himself the
genius of a fllm maker, actor,

music director, playwright,
lglcm. news caster and a a
an Ala's in

fields five
decades.
"Ekhono Anek Raat.,” which
is the last film directed by him,
See Page 12 Col 1

spanned nearly

Pak judges reach

ened to the t
mmmuu an army
takeover, reports AP.

the 17 bick-
Pakistan's
Court.

The 2-week political crisis
has the Chief Justice ad Ali
locked in a with

Minister Nawaz Sharif,
ntempt of court

g

mine his government.

Others accuse Sharif of ma-
nipulating the judiciary to pre-
vent Shah from hearing the

of court case. :

At least 10 justices of the 17-
member benth had lined up
against the chief justice and
were

to de today
whether had been wrongly
, ahead of more senior
. Shah's removal had be-
come a bility.
Until now, the
army chief Gen Jehan
mat had been cast in role of
mediator, but today the
Supreme Court Bar Association
in.
A powerful lobbying group
representing hundrec& of
s from around the coun-

powerful
Kara-

-y the 17 to the
negotia table and got them
to to defer — at least for
the day — all cases, including

the contempt case against the
prime minister.

"They were all sitting to-

... what we have done is at

the least to break the ice.”

said Hasan Minto, presi-

See Page 12 Col 4

NEW DELHI. Dec 1: The
Rashtriya Janata Dal today
announced its decision to sup-
Port the Congress in its bid to
orm the government at thg cen-
tre and appealed to all other
secular parties to do so for
keeping communal forces at
bay, reports PTI.

The working president of the
RJD, Ranjan Prasad Yadav, told
PT1 that was a sec-
ular party wedded to social jus-
tice "to which the RJD and its
president, Laloo Prasad Yadav
are y committed.”

He said the RJD, which has
16 members in the Lok Sabha,
would never allow communal
forces to come to power. In the
past, the RJD has also su
the United Front to safeguard
secularism and social justice
and would continue to do so in
future.

Congress today said that it
would seek some time from the
ge:idcnt. K R Narayanan for

lks with the constituents of
the United Front in its bid to
muster a workable majority to
form an alternative govern-
ment.

Hours before the party was to

Laloo's party extends
support to Cong

meet the President for consulta-
tions on the issue, senior party
leader Pranab Mukherjee, de-
clined to specify how much time

the party would seek from |

Narayanan for such negotia-
tions with the Front con-
stituents.

Buses go off

NATORE, Dec 1: Bus service
in all routes in the 16 northern
districts came to a halt today
following an indefinite trans-
ﬁft 5 called by the North

ngal Road Transport Workers
Federation.

The Federation called the
strike demanding fulfillment of
its 8-point demand which in-
clude cancellation of registra-
tion of the newly-formed trans-
port workers' organisations
and withdrawal of cases against
some of its leaders,

3| "Music festival to boost

ties among neighbours'

By Staff Correspondent

The first ever South Asian
Music Festival began at the In-

door Stadium,
Mirpur yesterday

Artistes from India. Sri
Lanka, Nepal and the host
Bangladesh enthralled the au-
dience on the first day of the
four-day festival.

Inaugurati the festival,
Prime ternslulh Hasina

called for holding more such
cultural conferences to

She expressed the h that
the music festival would open
up new colourful horizon of
dance and music. She also

hoped that the music festival

would brighten the prospects of
h the world music festi-
val 1:;1“ desh. ;
second part of the day's
s b o e
by cultural pes
belo to Garo, Shaotal,
Monipuri, Marma, Chakma
and tribes.

IedTEye }llhrm:::!l tvnll il
formed dance. The nmﬁm:
troupe comprising more than
100 nﬂm p!mtededmngn in
chorus perform u
dances. greur
Runa Laila led the singers

See Page 12 Col 4
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“ Dy
celebrations
begin

By Staff Correspondent

The month of victory began
}r:sterdajiluﬁth a renewed vow to
uphold the spirit of the Libera-
tion War.

On the first day of December
yesterday, the capital as well as
utCh;ralJaﬂs of the country wit-
n Jubilant people hopping
from one place of festivity to
another.

On December 16 in 1971,
Bangladesh emerged as an in-
dependent country through a
nine-month bloody war against

See Page 12 Col 4

Residences of
Salahuddin
Quader, his

brother raided

By Staff Correspondent

Police raided the city resi-
dences of two BNP MPs,
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury
and Giasuddin Quader Chowd-
hury, yesterday moming.

Plainclothes lice rzaiced
the Dhanmondi residence of
Salahuddin and the Gulshan
residence of his younger
brother Giasuddin between 5
iam and 9 am, according to po-

ice.

However. none of the two
brothers were present at their
{ residences during the raids.

A senior police al said
they carried out the raids in
connection with a murder case
filed earlier with Panchlaish
thana in Chit ng. The De-
tective Branch ol Metropolitan
Police got a warrant of arrest
against Salahuddin Sunday.

BNP urges govt
to refrain from

'propaganda’

Ba.nlgladenh Nationalist Pare.
ty (BNP) yesterday warned the
government of grave conse-
quences if it continues 'repres-

sion and propaganda' against
the opposition leaders, reports

"Government has to shoul-
der the responsibility if it does
not stop political harassment,”
said General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan, MP, at a
press conference at the Gulshan
residence of Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury, MP.

He termed the news item

carried out by a section of press
that Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury had kept Indian
flags ready to hoist soon after

See Page 12 Col 2
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