PROPERTY

@

VOL. VII NO. 308 REGD. NO. DA 781

e

Month-long UP polls|
begin today

CHT talks
" reach
crucial
stage

By Special Correspondent

Negotiators were trying to
finalise the draft of an -
mmt to end the decades-o -

in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) late last t.

The talks between the Na-

tional Committee on Chit-

tagong Hill Tracts (NCCHT) and
the Parbattya Chat Jana
ti Samity ( began

-30 in the aftermoon and
were continuing till the writing
of this report at 12-15 last

night.
it was held at the state
guest house ma after re-

in limbo for the past
two days when two sides con-

ducted informal negotiations.

Hasina assures
non-govt pry
teachers of a

lasting solution

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said all prob-
lems of non- fovtmment pri-

mary school hers will be
-nhr.d grldu UNB.
t is go o
mtmduu a modern and bal-
anced education policy aimed at
solving all in the edu-
cation sector, incl those of
teachers, students educa-
tional institutions, she said.

"We are for a lasting
solution to your problems so
that you would not need to
tate time and again”, she
while addressing representa-
tives of tlmnn- wcmmcélé
primary sc satl
in the city yesterday.

Members of the Non-gov-
ernment Primary School
Teachers Association from
across the country came to the
Prime Minister's office and

ace their various demands,

ncludi nationalisation of

the registered non-government
schools.

e RIS

an:hltutl of the nation,"
Hasina said adding that succes-
sive governments in the previ-
ous years assured the teachers
several times, but they failed to
follow up their tments in
action.

“It may take time, but | can
assure you of an effective and

permanent solution.,”" she as-
sured the teachers.

Lailatul Barat
on Dec 15

The Holy Lailatul Barat will
be observed on the night of De-
cember 15, the National Moon
Sighting Committee announced
in the city yesterday, reports

UNB.

The Committee at a meeting
said that since the Shaban
mobon was not sighted yesterday
anywhere in the country the
month of Shaban will be
counted from December 2 and
the 14th Shaban (Shab-e-Barat)
will fall on the night of Decem-
ber 15.
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Election of union parishads
in the country begins this

morning amidst apprehension

of widespread violence.

The Election Commission
has identified 13,630 polling
centres, out of a total uf&o
as trouble-prone, 1983 as Iess
risky and 24,215 as normal. Ri-
val political es have been
actively backing their res
tive candidates, althou
cially the local level po
be held on non-party basis.

The polls will held for
4318 UPs, out of the 4468 local
bodies. According to the sched-
ule announced by the EC, it will
take the whole of December to

complete the polls in phases.

offi-
s are to

AGRAHAYAN 17 1404 BS.

By Nurul Kabir

The expenses for the polls
have been estimated by the EC
at about Tk 44 crore.

On the first day, election will
be held for 380 UPs in six ad-
ministrative divisions. Polling
will n at 8:00 am and con-
tinue till 4:00 in the afternoon
without any break.

Election of some of the
parishads has been suspended
due to disputes between contest-
ing candidates. Polls for the
rest of the UPs will be held after
the expiry of their tenure in
May next.

According to EC estimates,
around 4.79 crore voters are to
choose their representatives
from a total of 2,04,908 candi-

dates. Of the candidates, 44,421
women are fighting for 12,954
reserved seats.

The voters of each UP con-
stituency will elect a chairman
and 12 members. Of the 12, nine
seats are open for both male
and female candidates and
three are reserve seats for
women.

Some 1,725 candidates in-
cluding 37 for the posts of UP
chairman and 592 women for

reserve seats have already been
elected un

Thana level officials have
been appointed Returning Offi-
cers of the polling centres. For
smooth holding of elections,

See Page 12 Col 4

One killed, 55
injured in
pre-polls

violence

By Staﬂ’ Correspondent

was killed and at
leaut 5 others were injured in

te clashes yesterday, day
tjﬁ the Union Farluhag elec-
on.

Our Correspondent from'

Narsingdi reports: One person
was killed and 10 uthgtm in-
jured in pre-poll violence at
Chardighaldi union of Sadar
thana.

The clash took place be-
tween two member candidates
of Ward Number 5 of Duani vil-
lage concerning shifting of a
voting centre.

The voting centre was shifted
this year from its usual venue
at the Junior High School at
Duani village to a madrassah in
the neighbouring Araiani vil-

See Page 12 Col 6

@he Daily Star

DHAKA MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1997 RAJAB 30 1418 HIJRI

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN, y
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ¥2 ;-
OF DIFFERENT TYPES. s

4

NIRMAN INTEFINATIQNAL LTD
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605057, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 6.00

Sharif to fight 'conspiracy'
by Leghari, Chief J ustice

ISLAMABAD, Nov 30: A defi-
ant Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif today accused both the
president and chief justice of

st a conspiracy to under-
mine his 10-month-old govern-
ment, reports AP.

In a televised address to the
nation, Sharif vowed to fight on.
"I have uncovered a ter,

deeper conspiracy ... But I will
fight," said Sharif in a 30-
minute speech.

He accused both President
Farooq Ahmed Leghari and
Chief Justice Sajjad Ali Shah of
obstructing Parliament, tossing
out legislation and waging a
cam"mlgn to unseat him.

have done a great
crime agalnst the people ... |
will not allow the people to be-
come a victim to this conspir-
acy.” he said.

The political crisis that has
pitted the prime minister
against both the Chief Justice
and President has virtually
paralysed the country and has
some people fcaring it could
prompt Pakistan's powerful
military to seize power again.

In neighbouring Rawalpindi
where the army is headquar-
tered, the Chief of Staff Gen Je-
hangir Karamat was holding an
unscheduled meeting of senior
generals tonight.

For the past two weeks
Karamat has been cast in the
role of mediator, an unusual
one for an army chief in Pak-
istan where historically the
army has thrown out elected

government.

Earlier today, the Chief Jus-
tice accused Sharif of engineer-
See Page 12 Col 3
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Two oil cos place revised budget

Cairn's up by one-third,

Occidental's four times

Unnecessary expenditure
made by foreign oil and gas
companies working for e
ing and develo Ing gas T’Fﬁ!du
will increase the cost of gas
produced by them, according to
official sources.

Both Cairn of UK and Occi-
dental of USA. which signed
Frﬂducliun sharing contracts

PSCs) with the government
nearly three years ago to ex-
ﬁlure oil and gas in Bangladesh,

ave already spent more than
their originally approved bud.
ets and have submitted revised
udgets to the government for
approval.

Cairn, which succeeded in
striking gas in Sangu in Jan-
uaﬁv last, has pla a revised
budget which is nearly 100 mil-
lmn US dollars more than the

ﬁlnal budget of 188 million

Similarly, Occidental placed
a revised b which includes
an additio budget for Moul-
vibazar 1 (Magurchhara) alone.
The original budget for Moul-
vibazar 1 was million US
dollars. The revised budget pro-
poses an additional expenditure
of nearly 35 million dollars.

A high official of the gov-
ernment however said that
these “escalated budgets” were
being "dealt with" and the gov-
ernment would "not approve
those unless and until it is con-

e —
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vinced about the rationale he
hind the revised budget.”
Sources said that the gov-
ernment has already mu%ht
explanation from Cairn for
enhanced expenditure and “it is
likely that a big chunk of the
added costs would be slashed.”
Meanwhile, the foreign
companies have succeeded In

Japan to provide
Tk 103cr for
reconstruction
of 5 bridges

Bangladesh will receive a
ant of Taka 102.98 crore
om Japan for the project of “
recnnu[ruc[inn of five small
Elll'ld nmdtumIPndgtu on Dhaka-
ittagon ighway”, reports
BSS gong hig y po

An agreement in this regard
was signed in the city yesterday
between the two governments.

The total cost of the project
has been estimated at Taka
123 .46 crore. The project work
which will begin soon is sched-
uled to be completed by March
2000,

With this grant, the total
commitment of Japanese grant
assistance to Bangladesh will
stand at about Tk 4 crore.

getting four tax free passbooks
per block from the government.
Previously, the government al-
lowed three such passbooks for
one company or gs%np of com-
panies for each . Now, the
number of passbooks of Occi-
dental has increased to 12 and
Caim's to 8,

These passbooks allow
Cairn, Occidental, UMIC and
Rexwood Okland — which have
signed PSCs with the govern-
ment — to import consumer
goods and other items without
tax. Sources said that these
passbooks were "misused in the

ast and now the risk of misuse
as increased further’.

Besides, sources pointed out
that these companies were not
maintaining salety rules prop-
erly. Consumption of liqueur or
wine, which is strictly prohib-
ited in exploration spot, is
rampant, witnesses said. The
government has also taken note
of such “violations” and is tak-
ing measures, official sources

‘It has become absolutely es-
sential for the government to
increase manpower in monitor-
ing the financial and technical
activities of the foreign com-
panies. Otherwise, Bangladesh
will loose a lot no matter how
competent or committed these
com es are,” observed an of-
ficial.

Transfer of 2 income tax employees in Ctg

Agitation despite specific

charges of corruption

Work at the income tax office
in Chittagong has been dis-
rupted since Wednesday because
of agitations by a section of em-
ployees protesting transfer of
two of their colleagues. charged
with corruption.

Their action has slowed
down revenue collection and
made it difficult for officials to
work, reports from the port city
said.

Trouble began when the Na-
tional Board of Revenue (NBR)
authorities transferred two em-
ployees following specific alle-
gations of corruption and mal-
practices inst them. The ac
tion was a follow-up of an ear
lier administrative measure
transferring two officials The

Star Report

two were allegedly involved in a
nexus between a section of offi-

cials and employees and un-

scTupulous importers, particu-

larly reconditioned car im-

porters engaged in fraudulent
practices, depriving the na-
tional exchequer of huge rev-
enue.

Abul Hashem. chief assis-
tant, Tax Zone-3 and Shahidul-
lah Patwary. upper division as-
sistant, Zone-Two. were trans
ferred to Rajshahi and
Noakhali respectively as a light
punitive measure. An investiga-
tion had revealed that they were
guilty on five counts of wrong
doings. including 'toll' collec-
tion Irom officials and tax

ers in the name of Class rée

employees association. They
also used to manipulate trans-
fer and posting of officials and
mployees and misbehaved

E their superiors if the later
failed to carry out their whims.

All the allegations were
found correct by NBR investiga-
tors. But surprisingly they were
allowed to go on with their jobs.
instead of being criminally
prosecuted.

Despite the charges and
transfer order, the two employ-
ees had organised a siege
around the income tax office
with the help of certain em-
ployees and outsiders, bullying
officials who had identified two

employees as corrupt.
See Page 12 Col 1
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‘his arms sere blown awa

One killed, 60 hurt
during hartal

By Staff Correspondent

At least one person was
killed and 60 people including
some policemen were injured in
sporadic clashes in the capital

urin a BNP-called half-da
hartal in the six divisional
head quarters gest:rda}r

Th: hartal hours
from 6 am an
larafc y in thc other di-

nal hl:ad uarters of Chit-
lagu R?j‘l ahi, Khulna,
S}rihet. reports

reac here said.

The hartal was called to
protest an alleged attempt on
the life of BNP chief and Leader
of the Cﬁipaalunn in Parliament
Be%'u naleda Zia d her
‘Ivia t to Chittagong Tuesday
ast.

Jamaat-e-Islami, Jatiya

(Z-M) and three other
small parties supported the
hartal.

In the capital, Hafizuddin,
28, a rickshwapuller, was fa-
tally injured when a bomb ex-
ploded near New Market at
about 9:30 in the morning. Both

the explosion. Hafiz, son of one
Ismail Hossain of Tejgaon area,

~$a

died at the Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital at about 5:30 pm.

Eighteen of the injured peo-

le w:re admitted to the DMCH.

ost of them were injured in
bomb explosions, hospital
sources said.

Of the injured policemen,
Habibur Rahman was admitted
to the Rajarbagh Police Hospi-
tal with bomb injury, police
said.

A total of 70 ple were ar-
rested from diffterent areas of
the city and 11 cases were initi-
ated 33 of them for "acts
of violence,” police said.

Clashes between supporters
and opponents of hartal took

lace at Naya Bazar, Ma-
Uakhall Jatrabari, dDhaka

niversity, Farmgate and some
other areas.

At Suritola in Naya Bazar
area, the rival activists clashed
for about four hours from 9 am,
exploding bombs and hurling
brickbats at each other, leaving
35 e including 4 policemen

witnema said. Police
hmlm ttﬂ.rm shells to dispose

the ups.
e agg?l Col 6

A candle light procession in
the city yesterday to mark
the World AIDS Day

— Star photo

World AIDS
Day today

World AIDS Day will be ob-
served in the country as else-
where in the world today to
create awareness among the
FCTE about the impact of the
atal disease, reports UNB.

On the eve of the day, Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed and
Prime Minister Sheikh ng:ina
gave separate messages, layi
emphasis on making the nat.il}llgl
aware about the prevention of
AlDS.

This year the AIDS Day fo-
cuses on plight of children. Ev-

eryday one million children
under the age of 15 are appre-
hended to living with HIV

and of them more than 95 per
cent are living in developing
countries.

Some 30 million people
around the world are now in-
fected with HIV — the human
immuno-deficiency virus that

causes AIDS (Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome).

Zafar, Pradhan
granted bail

By SC Correspondent

Kazi Zafar Ahmed and
Shafiul Alam Pradhan have
been granted anticipatory bail
by the High Court in a criminal
case filed in allegation of pro-
voking the unruly people gath-
ered at the grand rally of the
Sammilito Birodhi Dal which
led to five murders in Chit-
tagong on November ] 1.

The division bench of the HC
comprising Justice MM Haque
and Justice Md Awlad All yes-
terday after hearing both the
prosecution and the defence
granted them bail.

BCL-JCD five-hour
gunfight in N'ganj

From Our Correspondent

NAR&YANG#NJ. Nov 30:
Panic grip the port town to-
day alg;cgfrldntu Bangladesh
Chhatra League and Jatiy-

atabadi Chhatra Dal were
locked in nearly a five-hour
gunfight that left an unspecified
number of people injured.

The clash started at around
10.30 am when a group of ac-
tivists of the Awami League-

backed BCL attacked some
workers of the pro-BNP JCD
who had come to the judge's
court in connection with a case.

Later, a number of JCD ac-
tivists came to BB Road, wield-
ing firearms. They damaged a

Business leaders
concerned at
frequent hartals

Six chambers and business
organisations have expressed
concern over the frequent call
of hartal and urged the political
parties to work out alternative
means to express their political
differences, reports U

In a joint statement y:str.r
day, t said hartal may be a
fundamental right to express
one's grievances, but it's fact
that hartal seriously affects the
economy, particularly the
smaller section of the business
community.

Signatories L0 the statement
See Page 12 Col 3

number of shops.

BCL workers confronted the
JCD activists and the two sides
were locked in a gunfight for
about three hours.

At one stage, JCD activists
moved to the Daobhog area. Po-
lice fired rubber bullets and
tear gas shells to disperse the
clnahing e‘gl't:m ps. But the fight
continued till about 3 pm. A
number of ple were injured
hit with bullets, witnesses said.

BSS adds: Narayanganj po-
lice today arrested Zakir Khan.
25, a local Chhatra Dal leader
from the district judge's court
premises. He was wanted in two
cases.

According to police sources,
the accused was arrested when
he came to appear before the
judge court for hearing in a
case under the Anti-terrorism
Act.

The agitated supporters of
Zakir K?Ean brought out pro-
cessions demanding his release.

set ablaze a police outpost
at level crossing number two
and damaged two vehicles.

Police opened two rounds of
blank shots to disperse the
crowd and picked up 18 people
from the spot

Another répurt adds: Nara-

yangan ice arrested Mamun,
28. a P activist and recov-
crtd a Iaml from his goa-
m Narayanganj Club

area thin aﬂ:mutm.
According to police sources,

Mamun was a 'bodyguard’ of
Zakir Khan.

BJP seeks time to

prove its majority

NEW DELHI, Nov 30: India's
Hindu nationalist leader Atal
Behari Va”:nlgrtt today met
President Narayanan to
stake his claim to furm a gov-
ernment to fill the r vac-
uum left by the collapse of the
United Front coalition, reports
AFP.

Vajpayee, who headed a 13-
bcly government last year before

ng ousted. and other leaders
frnm his Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) held talks with the head
of state at the presidential
palace.

After the meeting he told re-

rters: 'When we stress the
act that we have the maximum
capacity, in a way It amounts to
staking claim to form a govern-
ment.’

BJP president Lal Krishna
Advani said the BJP, thﬁ largest
0 ition party in parilament,
hﬁlzu:lked ﬂ:t llga:nt to
it more time to prove its parlia

mentary majority.

Parliament is scheduled to
resume on Tuesday.

Advani said the President
told them that he would dis-
solve Parliament
fresh national elections ‘as a
last resort’.

He argued the BJP and its
allies were jointly stronger than
the Congress {I{J)arty or the
multi-party United Front coali-
tion w l{:h resigned Friday.

A Presidential Palace
J.nkumnn sald Narayanan has

so invited leaders from prime
minister Inder Kumar Gujral's
United Front and the
Congress(l) party, which col-
lapsed the alliance Friday, for
talks tomorrow.

Since Friday, Narayanan has
been exploring whether a new

alliance could be created to
avoid fresh elections.

and order |

| Ctg rally demands

arrest of killers
of 3 AL workers

CHITTAGONG., Nov 30:
Speakers at a protest rally to-
day demanded immediate arrest
of and punishment to the killers
of three activists of Awami
League and its front organisa-
tions, reports BSS.

Jointly organised by Chit-
tagong city, district north and
south chapters of Awami
LE&EUE. the rally was held here

the Shaheed Minar premises.

The rally was addressed by
Chittagong City Corporation
Mayor ABM Mahiuddin Chowd-
hury, Awami League Commerce
an Industry Secretary
Akhteruzzaman Chowdhu
Babu, Abul Kashem Master MP,
MA Salam, Muslemuddin
Ahmed, and Dr Sayedur Rah-
man. AL leader Ishaque Mia
presided.

The speakers said people of
this country will resist the poli-
tics of killing, coup and con-
spiracy.

Criticising the destructive
and negative politics of BNP,
they said its ulterior motive is
now to create chaos and mis-
lead the people.

CCC Mayor said whenever
Khaleda Zia comes to the port
city, it results in loss of lives
and destruction oi pruper:iy e

The Mayor demanded that

See Page 12 Col 2
7-party firm to
resist accord on
CHT at any cost

The 7-party alliance at a
meeting in the city yesterday
reiterated its firin determination
to resist anv agreement on CHT
against national interest and
Constitution at any cost with
the help of people, reports UNB.

The meeting in a resolution
said that the alliance would not
allow anyone to sign any accord
contrary to the interest of the
country and the people.

It congratulated the people
of Dhaka city and five other di-
visional headquarters for ob-
serving yesterday's half-day
hartal spontaneously and
making it a complete success.

The alliance conveyed sym-

athy to those injured in the
1ands of 'Awami terrorists’ and
demanded immediate and un-
conditional release of all ar-
rested leaders and workers.

With a note of warning, the
meeting said the soil of Chit-
tagong., Pabna. Rajshahi,
Khulna, Jessore, Jhalakatht
and other parts of the coun
is being stained with the hl
of political activists and com-
monmarn.

South Asian
music festival
begins today

The first-ever South Asian
music festival Bcs%‘ns in the city
today, reports ;

Besides artistes from host
Bangladesh, some 50 perform-
ers including dancers from In-
dia. Pakistan. Sri Lanka, Nepal,
the Maldives and Bhutan are
expected to take part in the
four-day programme.

Prime inister Sheikh
Hasina is scheduled to inaugu-
rate the function at the indoor
stadium at Mirpur in the
morning.

The festival will start at 6
everyday simultaneously in the
National Museum Auditorium,
Osmany Memorial Hall, Shishu
Academy Auditorium, and Gana
Granthagar Auditorium.

Varsity officers’
3-day strike
begins tomorrow

Dhaka University Officers’
gasuﬂatliun will go ?n a three-
ay work sto pagc rom tomeor-
row, res CF ing to the call of
Banglade sh Inter-University
Officers’ Federation, reports
UNB.

The strike will be enforced to
realise their 4-point demand,
including revision of pay scale
and provision ensuring their
representation to university
senates and icates.

Officers of other universities
will also observe the Ern-
gramme, said a DU press
yesterday.



