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am that at least 15 persons
%:ﬁw allegedly
was
thrown during the clash.
Police rushed to the spot.and
brought the situationr under
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BNP terrorists
“kill 1 1n Ctg

The government yesterday
issued a handout on the inci-

dents of Chit cen the
visit of Leader of Oﬁﬂ:
and BNP chief Begum

Zia, reports BSS.
The handout said, "Leader of

the Op
Zia today in an unscheduled
programme went to the Chit-
‘tagong Medical College Hospital
visi

eas of Chit

"When she was at the fourth
floor of the , two groups
of students | in a clash. At
one stage of the clash, a son of
an emp of the medical col-
lege. Mujib, was killed in gun
shots fired
BNP. Five Chhatra League
workers also sustained serious
injuries.

“Later, Zia went to the
residence of Morshed Khan MP
under police escort. After hav-
ing her lunch, she visited the
darga of Hazrat Amanat Shah

gumad to Dl;lag at 4{5;6
a Biman flight salely
Mﬁ her bodyguard,” the

t said.
It added: "It is very regret-
table that a certain guarter is

creating anarchy and instabil-
ity at d%ﬂa'ml places by carry-
See Page 12 Col 3
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aled Zin addressing a
press conference in the city
yesterday. — Star photo

BNP calls
half-day
hartal
Sunday

By Staff Correspondent
BNP has announced a three-
day agitation amme in-
cludhﬁ a half in the
capital and four divisional
headquarters on Sunday in

against yesterday's fir- | ent areas of the city. least five vehicles there. that none is safe in the hands of
mgtWngmt {':rmr- Two persons gerc killed in The clash later spread to the present government,” Be-
ists” in Chittagong that left at | the Chittagong gunfight be- ~ Naya Paltan, Purana Paltan gum Zia said after she was res-
least one person dead. tween the members of the and Kakrail areas where the cued by a police contingent
Awami League-backed Emtcatm hurled crackers and from the hospital and escorted
The programme was an- Chhatra League and rickbat at the police who lath-  to a party leader’s residence at
nou at a hurriedly-called | the pro-BNP JCD. icharged the ugepnuitinn ac- Chatteswari road.
E?' t-rleﬂnﬁ at BNP chief and e BNP workers clashed tivists and lobbed tear gas Spcahrﬁqbﬂcﬂr to reporters
der of the Opposition in | with police in the city sur- shells to the situation un- there, the BNP c said
Jatlya Sangsad Begum Khaleda | rounding the BNP central office  der control. Police picked up 10 she went to the CMCH to see the
Zia's Minto Road official resi- | at Naya Pailtan and also at le from the spot. ) vic of last week's earth-
dence soon after she returned to H.um] and Kamalapur ar- he BNP protesters also quake which left many injured
the in the S JCD activists at Dh burnt one prmnwati-mh in the port city.
Addressing the ' B&: ¥ Untverstty also clashed with = pool Basar: another at Elephant . . “You have witnessed who did
- Gee Page 12C0l 3 palice. . - . Sac Page 12.00t7 ~Srepage 1 Cal3
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CHITTAGONG, Nov 27: At
least two persons were killed
and 40 injured in a gunfight at
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital premises and inci-
dents of violence in different
areas of the city today, police
and hospital sources said.

The two killed in firing were
identified as Mahfuzur Rahman
(22) and Md Yakub (25).

Mahfuz, son of a medical
college staff, died on the sﬂi:vt
while Yakub succumbed to his
bullet wounds at the CMCH in
the evening.

Of the injured. most were
bullet-hit, hospital sources
said.

The trouble started at the
CMCH after BNP Chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia entered the

From Staff Correspondent

hospital to see those injured in
the recent earthquake here.
m Zia came to the hos-
pital at 11 am after visitin
uake-hit Hamzarbagh an
Colony, devastated by a
fire r:c:ntl¥1.

While she was inside the
CMCH at around 11.30 am a
group of students demonstrated
on the campus and immediately
a clash broke out. Gunshots, ex-

losion of cocktails and brick-
Eattlng created panic in the
area.

Witnesses said the trouble
started when BCL activists were
demonstrating on the hospital
campus to oppose the visit of

Beg}:lhr: Zia.
activists of JCD and BCL
were locked in an hour long

T ———— TR [T ==

clash. Later, police brought the
situation under control and es-
corted the BNP chief out of the
hospital at 2.30 pm.

Leader of the Opposition
in Jatiya then came to
the residence of party leader
Morshed Khan under heavy po-
lice escort.

Traffic movement became
thin in the city as panic spread
while sporadic incidents of vio-
lence took place in many of the
giatLamas. police and witnesses

Scores of vehicles were dam-

ed, barricades were put up

th blazing tyres amid blasts

of cocktails at New Market

c:rnul.u* Agrabad, Badamtoli,

Kadamtoli, Alanker Cinema
See Page 12 Col 6

‘Sporadic violence in
city: 15 injured

By Staff Correspondent

'Igcd incident in Chittagong
yesterday s

violence lnm capital leaving

about 15 le injured.

Police pi up 20 people
from the trouble while

ters to the BNP

t three vehicles and dam-

aged at least 15 others in differ-

ked off sporadic

They were esting the al-
leged "attempt on BNP Be-
m Khaleda Zia's life" and the

llings in Chittagong.
Acco to police and wit-
nesses, a tant of

the BNP was locked in clashes
with police at Bijoynagar after
the processionists damaged at

None is safe in
the hands of

this govt,
says Khaleda

CHITTAGONG, Nov m
sition leader Begum a
a, who was stranded in the

CMCH during a 4-hour gunfight
here today, blasted the -
ment for what she called its in-
ability to protect public life, re-
ports UNB.

"The incident here proved
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasin

a giving away a medal to a

student at the BUET convocation yesterday. — PID phote

k. ©

S MOCTracy

PM urges admin officials

By DU Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called upon
the administration officials to
discharge their duties with
transparency and accountabil-
ity being respectful to the demo-
cratic system.

The Prime Minister was ad-
dressing the fifth convocation
ceremony of the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET) in the city.

"We are all more or less
aware of the ral bottle-
necks Iin the administrative
mechanism which is consid-
ered as a major impediment to
development,” the PM said.

"The government could only
remove the procedural com-
plexities, bul the executives
should their mentality
themselves” PM said adding

"We will be able to reach the
fruits of development to the
people only if the executives de-
vote themselves to the cause of
country and the people sacrific-
ing their petty interests.”
Former Chief Adviser to
caretaker government
Muhammad Habibur Rahman
delivered the convocation
- h while the Education
inister ASHK Sadek _l%ok: as
the special est. e Vice
Chancellor ol the BUET Prof
Igbal Mahmud also addressed
the convocation ceremony.
About the engineers, the PM
said that the engineers are re-
sponsible for implementation
of most of the development
projects. She urged them to
work with honesty and sincer-
See Page 12 Col 4

Mismanagement in hospital

equipment supply alleged

Gross mismanagement has
been alleged in the supply of
medical ::!Ement to govern-
ment hos :

Fourteen sets of ' y so-

ted' devices (fibre optic
iatric 1 ope) worth

31.14,000, used in investi-
gating voice box and posterior
mnf nose, are being supplied

the Central Medical Store

Depot (CMSD) to 14 hospitals
and thana health complexes
(THC) in the country er the

ect — 'further development

of medical college hospitals and
THC's', sources concerned said.

Many city hospitals serving
thousands of patients including
referral cases from far-flung

 areas every month are yet to

By Naimul Haq

have the devices despite prior
request for those. 4
Most of the hospitals geu.m
the devices do not have E
fear., nose and throat) special-
ists capable of operating those,
the sources pointed out.
"Without logical justifica-
tion, the authorities have de-
cided to the devices to
hospitals,” Dr Abdullah
Haroon, head of ENT :
ment of DMCH. Over 100 pa-
tients come to the de nt
cve%lay to seek treatment.
"We have been asking for
supply of similar devices to the
country's bi t and busiest
hospital but the authorities ig-
nored this. Instead they are
supplying the devices to hospi-

tion amme for the coun-
try’'s tal services. We must
make the equipment avaflable

to the hospitals for better
healthcare facilities.”
He. however, saild "We can

initiate proposals for supply of
similar devices to DHCIEI'paﬁcr
talks with the higher authori-
ties."

See Page 12 Col 5

18 children
rescued: 2
traffickers

arrested

From Our Correspondent

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Nov

27: Two alleged child traffick-
ers were arrested and 18 chil-
dren were rescued by police this
morning.
Police said. an alleged child
trafficker, Mesbahul of Aram-
bag area of the town, along with
19 people were detained by the
people of Dariapur, a few kilo-
metres away from Nawabganj
town. Then Mesbahul was
handed over to the . Police
later arrested another alleged
trafficker, Salamot Ali, from
his residence at Arambag.

Of the rescued 18 children,
seven were identified as: Salam
(15), Wali (15), Badsha (14),
Ekramul (15), Shariful (16),

See Page 12 Col 3

UNESCO will soon declare
the mangrove forest in the Sun-
darbans as a world heritage
site, said Dr Federico Mayor,
Director General of the UN
body, yesterday.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the conference room of
the Ministry of Education prior
to his departure yesterday
evening, Dr Mayor also indi-
cated that UHEgCG may pro-
vide assistance to build up eco-
tourism in the Sundarbans.

Education Minister ASHK
Sadek and other high officials
were also present at the press
conference.

Lauding the performance of

By Staff Correspondent

the country in various human
resource devel nt areas Dr
Mayor said "Bangladesh is do-

well ... it has made substan-
tial increase in population in-
vestment and marked remark-
able improvement in the school
dropout rates

Proposing further assistance
for the country's education sec-
tor. he said UNESCO would con-
tribute 200,000 US dollar for
lﬂ:undago female education,
100,000 dollar for youth devel-
opment and 70,000 dollar for
conducting a study on sec-
ondary education, in addition
to its earlier promised assis-
tance of 300, dollar for pri-

education.

gplalmng the growing de-
mand of renewable en , Dr
Mayor said he i;nuld ml
crete proposals for setting up a
least two solar- ed schools
in Bangladesh with UNESCO
assistance.

“"A UNESCO chair for a
Bangladesh university will be
declared soon,” he said.

In the centenary birthday of
National Poet Kazi Nazrul ls-
l.*mmI in 1999, UHEB-'E;EG phnll_to
declare him poet of the or
that year, Dr Mayor uﬂlk-
ing adesh to take neces-

sary preparation in that regard.

ma

Dr Federico Mayor
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randed at CMCH for three hours

JCD-BCL gunfight at Ctg

Sundarbans to become world heritage site
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Draft CHT accord at final

stage, signing soon: Larma

PCJSS chief Jyotirindriyo Bodhipriyo Larma talking to

newsmen at state guest house 'Padma' after the talks

yesterday.

— Star photo

By Special Correspondent

Jyotindriyo Bodhipriya
Larma alias Shantu Larma,
Chairman of the Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PC.JSS), yesterday re-
ported progress towards an
agreement for a lasting peace in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT).

"The draft agreement is at its
final stage. Soon (we are) goin
to sign an agreement,” he tol
newsmen yesterday evening.

The well tailored safari-clad
Larma, his face lit with a rare
smile, indicated progress after
two days of talks with the Na-
tional Committee on Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts (NCCHT).

He aﬂpeared briefly at 7:29

m on the porch of state guest

ouse Padma after a gruelling
negotiation with NCCHT Con-
venor and Chief Whip of the
Jatiya Sangsad Abul Hasnat
Abdullah.

Abdullah, sporting a match-
ing grin, nodded in approval of
what Larma said but both

See Page 12 Col 1

Peshawar SC upholds
suspension of CJ

ISLAMABAD. Nov 27. Pak-
istan's embattled Chief Justice
locked in a power struggle with
the prime minister came under
renewed fire today when an-
other two Supreme Court judges
ordered his suspension on the
issue of seniority, reports AP.

Relentless bickering between
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
and the chief justice has paral-
ysed the country, split the judi-
ci and threatened the sur-
vival of the 10-month old gov-

Rl b he powerful

It also cast the
Army Chief Jehangir amat
in the role of mediator, an un-
usual one for Pakistan's mili-
tary, which historically has
thrown out elected govern-
ments. -

Editorials warned that the
political stalemate ‘was threat-

ening ‘the véry foundations of

,.‘_

But a scrappy chief justice
said he was stagn\% on the job.

"I am the chief justice and
will continue to uphold the rule
of law,” Chief Justice Sajjad Ali
Shah told a rowdy courtroom
filled with Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif's supporters, who
hooted and holle at him.

Two Supreme Court judges,
Saeeduzaman Saddiqi and
Sadal Fazle Elahi Khan, of Pe-
shawar today upheld the deci-
sion handed down a day earlier
by their two colleagues on the
Supreme Court from southwest-
ern Baluchistan.

That order called for the
suspension of Shah until he an-
swered accusations that he was
promoted out of turn. The chief
justice, citing procedural er-
rors, overturned that order.

The Supreme Court ruled
that W y's decision by a

Page 12 Col' 8

Joseph, 4 accomplices
arrested in N'ganj

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested Joseph, one
of the most wanted criminals in
the city, and four of his accom-
plices from Narayanganj yes-
tcrdaB afternoon.

A DB team of the metropoli-
tan police also seized two
firearms, 40 different types of
bullets and two mobile phone
sets from Tofael Ahmed alias

, aged about 28,

Police said Ahsan Habib
Ripon. 24, one of the arrested
accomplices of Joseph. sus-
tained bullet injuries when they
confronted the DB team during
its raid at a house in North

Chashara early in the morning.

Joseph was later arrest

from another house in
Chashara under Narayanganj
sadar thana at about 4:30 pm.

The DB team conducted
about an |8-hour operation
from midnight Wednesday to
nab Joseph, a resident of city's
Mohammadpur area.

The Home Ministry had ear-
lier announced a reward of Tk
25,000 for information leading
to the arrest of Joseph. He is
wanted in several cases includ-
ing murder.

Our Narayanganj corre-
spondent reports, Joseph was
arrested from a house at Balur
Math area in Chashara.

See Page 12 Col 8

Gujral-Kesr1
another round
of talks today

NEW DELHI, Nov 27; Indian
Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral and Congress (I) leader
Sitaram Kesri, the man threat-
ening to topple him, will meet
tomorrow to try to end an eight-
day political crisis, an official
said today, reports AFP.

An official government
spokesman said the meeting
would also include the Speaker
of the lower house of parlia-
ment.

The Press Trust of India re-
ported that Gujral and Kesri
also met today, for the first
time since the deadlock erupted
last Thursday as both men at-
tempted to find a face-saving
compromise.

Gujral said he was 'always
hopeful of a solution’ while
Kesri said he wanted to avoid
new election.

Tk 36 lakh foreign

currencies

seized at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Customs officials seized for-
eign currencies totalling about
Tk 36 lakh from a Biman flight
at Zia International Airport
(ZIA) Wednesday night.

The seized currencies in-
cluded 2.20 lakh Saudi riyal,
17.000 Brunei ringgit, 12,000
Singapore dollar, and 10,000
Malaysian ringgit., customs
sources said.

The currencies were found
abandoned in three packets in a
cupboard where the cabin crew
keep their jackets. Customs
authorities were vet to trace the
owner of the packets.

They are also investigating
how the packets containing the
currencies were taken inside
the aircraft without valid doc-
uments.

Customs sources said the
chief purser of Biman revealed

See Page 12 Col 5
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