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Ten more HC

judges likely to

be appointed

By Mizan Ali

hnnm:dlu:lgelmhk to
be appointed soon in the High

Court Division of the Supreme
Court, according to Elr;hly
officials sources.

There are 35 juﬂges. 11 Divi-
sion Benches and 12 Smﬁc
Benches in the High Court Di-
vision of the Supreme Court
now.
The Su Court Bar As-
sociation recently requested the
President for appointment of

more . They also met the
hwm‘.MW:ﬂd

sources said.
Hajj expenses
for each
pil
t Tk 79,409

a
The expenses for a

grim fixed

Body of Sadia
exhumed for
autopsy

lice said. :
Sadia was rescued from the
See Page 12 Col 7

Established in 1964, the
Dhaka Zoo has in recent
times been in the news
due to a number of unto-
ward incidents which have
occurred in quick succes-
sion. The recent one is the
death of Zakir at the tiger's
paw. Read this week's
cover story of SWM on the
inherent problems of the
Zoo and the Zakir tragedy.
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Negotiations on
Chittagong Hill

| Tracts: Confusion
Galore

Column: Currents and
Crosscurrents

by M M Rezaul Karim
Page 4

Business
Lifting of EU fish ban
will be delayed

DSE index experiences
10-point fall
Pages 6,7

| Supplements

Today's 16-page issue
of The Baily Star
contains two
supplements—one on
BUET Ceonvocation ‘97
on Pages 8&9 and the
other on 'Real Estate'
on Pages 13, 14 & 15
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Negotiators from the Na-
tional Committee on Chit-
ta,gon% Hill Tracts (NCCHT) are
expecti

a break in
their talks with th:hmghﬂ

Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity SS).

Highly placed sources said
after three hours of talks with
PCJSS leaders yesterday that
NCCHT tiators were hope-
ful of an min
to end the insurgency in the
Chi Hill Tracts.

The talks, seventh in the
current series, began at the state

t house Padma at 3-30 pm.
e NCCHT tion was led
by Chief Whip of Jatiya
Abul Hasnat Abd
while the PCJSS team was
headed by Jyotirindriyo Bod-
hiprivo Larma alias Shantu

AGRAHYAN 13

1404 BS.

Special Correspondent

Larma. "

The talks were adjourned at
6:30 pm till 10:30 am today af-
ter one and a half-hours ol ex-
clusive between Abdul-
lah and Shantu Larma.

Sources said the two sides
picked up the unresolved issues
ing pressure r
Einc amendments to the draft

agreed upon earlier by Shantu
Larma

Abdullah out of the
state house without meet-
ing e wal newsmen out-
side. No one the NCCHT

was on hand to brief the news-

men although indications were
ven earlier from the ggj:nt
ouse tha; there would a

briefing at 7 pm.

Meeting sources said that

; 5~

Abdullah tried to

e R —

persuade the

PCJSS leaders to stick to what

was

agreed earlier at the last

g1 T —
€ also repo
the government's lﬂa ity to
concede further

Hardliners in the PCJSS are

now d

a series of con-

cessions including more au-
thority for a p :

Council to administer

and manage

lice
the lands !ﬂgtht

three hills districts comprising

CHT.
These run

ress statement

to a brief
by Shantu

con

a at the end of the last

round of talks on
He had said that th

189,
on

a draft accord which would be
signed at the next meeting

See Page 12Col8
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'Breakthrough in CHT
peace talks likely

@he Baily 3t

to resist CHT

accord against
-’ L] L]

‘nat’] integrity’

By Staff Correspondent

BNP and six other political
parties at a joint mee yes-
terday warned that vigorous ag-
itation pr es including
hartal be announced to
resist accord on the CHT
"surrendering national in-
tegrity and interests and violat-
ing the Constitution”.

The meeting, held at the
Minto Road official residence of
Leader of the Opposition in
Jatiya Sangsad, accused the
government of 'conc the
anti-national provisions in the
so-called peace accord" by
adopting 'evil tactics'. It also
expressed deep concern at the

gwlmml:nt'n 'secret talks' with
hantibahini and urged the

mph to remain alert against
secret treaty’ being drafted
in the name of a Memorandum

of Understanding (MOU) and
See Page 12 Col 6
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“GCHT coavener and Chief Whip of Jatiya Sangsad Abul Hasnat Abdullah and PCJSS chief Joytirindriyo Bodhipriyo
Larma led their respective sides at the talks on CHT that resumed in the city yesterday.

— PID photo

Bankers yesterday expressed
their surprise and concern over
the devel t in the Al-
Baraka reprdingﬂltnt‘d
a criminal case against a big
loan defaulter.

Al-Baraka Bank had pro-
ceeded to file a criminal case
against Abul Khair Litu of Ben-

gal Group for issuing cheques
Muﬂoﬁmﬂ bounced to
adjust over Tk 200 crore of de-

faulting loans.
But the bank could not file

of any
nst the busi-
ness . s fact was re-
vealed at a bankers' meeting
with the Governor of the
Bangllde:al; Bank Lutfar Rah-
man Sar yesterday.

The bankers ﬁewe!t'l that this
is a unique case in the sub-con-

tinent where a bank could not
go to court to seek redress of a
criminal action of a client, ac-
cﬂ::dlnutumm present in

They feit that such a blanket
coverage against any court ac-
was most unusual and con-
stituted a violation of the fun-
damental right of every citizen
to file criminal case against
anybody.

They said if such injunc-
tions and stay orders continue,
it would be extremely difficult
for the banks to run the bank-
ing business.

The bankers then requested
the Governor to raise the issue
with the proper authorities so
that amendments are brought
to limit the timeframe of in-
junction to a maximum 30
days.

The bankers also pointed out

Bankers express concern
Al-Baraka Bank unable to file

case against big defaulter

that

L.

regularising the blgkde-
faulting loans is hl:ﬂwd to

achieve if such

problems

They also mentioned the

mounting political on

bankers whenever go for

realising loans from ulters,
the big ones

But the Govemnr' assured

them of the

intention of fighti
po)

faulters and

t's
the de-

said itical in-

terferences would not take place
in this regard.

The bankers also expressed
their dissatisfaction over the
increase in bank rate saying
this would affect their lending

amine.

ut the central bank offi-
cials said there is no relation of

bank rate to lendin
Commercial banks h

rate.
ly use

See Page 12 Col 3

The export of raw jute signif-
icantly increased this year fol-
lowing ‘government's initia-
tives lobbying' in interna-
tional markets, rters said.

According to figures avail-
able from Jute As-
no-:ilt:_nn (BJA). an 1::rganil.a“:-j
tion of raw jute s an
shippers, 8. mm ute
were till the end of Oc-
tober this year, almost double
that during the corresponding
period last yeat. The export fig-
ure for the period last year was
4.54 lakh bales.

Eart earning from jute
upto October this year increased

'Export of raw jute
nearly doubles

By Rafiq Hasan

by Tk 38.49 crore over that last
year. Tk 168.24 crore in foreign
currency was earned this year
as against Tk 129.75 crore last
year.

China became the biggest
buyer of jute from Bangladesh
with 3.90 lakh bales upto Octo-
ber. It purchased 1.08 lakh
bales during the period last
year.

BJA leaders said that the
volume of export might go up to
10 lakh bales by the year .

Jute traders and sources in
jute industry said the govern-
ment's '‘prompt decisions and

Page 12 Col 1

Farooq Sobhan new

BOI Executive
Chairman

Former Foreign Secretary
Farooq Sobhan, who is now on

LPR. has been

ted Execu-

tive Chairman of the Board of
Investment (BOI) for one

on contract

basis, cancelling

his LPR, reports UNB.
Besides, an official handout

yesterday said, some more
c ]:.ve

hanges

also been made in

the administration.
Textile Secretary K M lzazul
Haq has been transferred to the

Industries Ministry

and

Executive Chairman Anisul

Haq

Chowdhury made a mem-

ber of the Planning Commis-

sion.

Retired judge Justice Mo-

hammad

abibur Rahman

See Page 12 Col 2

Economists and experts at a
discussion in the city yesterday
appeared unanimous that the
privatisation should be contin-
ued, but its process and quality
should remain in the t di-
rection, r UNB.

At the same time, they said.
an investigation should be car-
ried out into the post-privatisa-
tion situation of the disinvested
units to ensure sustained and
meaningful privatisation.

"If the diseases remain
common, privatisation of new
units would not work," said
noted economist Prof Rehman
Sobhan, while pointing out that
half of the units atised ear-
lier were either closed down or
became sick.

L "The units to be privatised in

future would face the same fate,
if the problems are not ad-
dﬂ:l.sed?" he told the discussion
titled "Nationalisation Revis-
ited: Privatisation Rejoined” at
the CIRDAP auditorium.

American Chamber of Com-
merce in Bangladesh (Am-
Cham]), Rotary Club of Dhaka
Buriganga and Rotary Club of
Dhaka New City jointly orga-
nised the discussion.

Pierre Landell-Mills, the
World Bank Country Director,
saw the matter from a com-
Elﬂ:l;.r different angle. He said

e found no wrong with the clo-
sure of such units as the assets
are transferred to other areas.

Landell-Mills also contra-
dicted the claims that all the
denationalised state-owned en-

'Ensure meaningful
privatisation’

rises (SOEs) did not perform
well or their performances
marked decline compared to

their pre-privatisation
performance of the pri-

"The

od.

vatised enterprises signifi-

cantly
Bank official

increased,” the

orld

said, adding that

the average capacity utilisation
of the units increased with in-
fusing new investments.

He said some 635 million US
dollars have been spent for the
renovation and expansion of
the disinvested units. The em-

ploym
cent, which

ent declined by 18

showed that t

were over-staffed, he added.

"But {f the

current expansion

plans are implemented. the ac-

tual tm&u

ment would rise
12 Col 4
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F r-'eak cloudT

warm up

weather
Ahmed

A ‘freak’ cloud from north-
eastern India's Meghalaya state
warmed the weather a bit yes-

., at a time when ltlr nor-
mally starts ting cool, 3
ceding the ter, meteurﬂoe-

said.

"It is unusual but not ab-
normal.” Sajedur Rahman, Di-
rector of the Met office told The
DI]I; Star, commenting on the

n rise in temperature yes-
terday.

Thin cloud covered the sky
Making the weather & bit warm,

wea a bit warm.

dThe clouds will s lnt

a day or two, adven
of u: winter, ll:“-:‘lﬁ

However, the winter is likely
to be normal this year despite
some "abnormalities” featured
by a bone-dry October and al-
most rainless November that
sent hordes of insects invading
homes and crop fields.

The air starts getting cool
from mid-November and by
this time,

— g

The World Bank has sug-
Ere;;ed that a 'relentless’ drive
the highest level of the
government should be made
the top 20 defaulters of

banks for of loans.

It has also suggested a firm
deadline — Decem 15 — to
se the defaulting loans

thrmt:gh ‘'significant’ downpay-

. men

11::: tions came in the
World 's ald memoir on
the Commercial Banks Restruc-

turing Programme. A high-
team recently reviewed
e country's banking sector

and prepared the report.
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16 pages
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| BNP, other parties | $ 2.9b capital inadequacy of banks |

WB for 'relentless'
drive against top
20 loan defaulters

Star Report

The WB has also suggested

bringing pressure on the loan

defaulters, 1
of court se

actions and out
ements to recover

the bad loans.

About 30 per cent of the total

portfolio of commercial banks

are bad debts.
The Bank has also suggested
that in two to three years, the

state-owned banks, after hav-
ing reformed, should be priva-

tised 'one at a time.’

Dwelling on the ‘problem
banks,' the report said the cur-
rent capital inadequacy of the
banks at 2.9 billion US dollars

See Page 12 Col 3

‘Haripur power plant

| Cabinet body may

The purchase committee of
the cabinet may review today
s ke

ect in the sector, ol-
ficial sources said.

“°  § |, The Power Cell of the

Ministry had finalised evalua-
tion of the bids for this project
nearly three months ago and
sent its recommendations to
the to ﬂémllil:: the bid-
ding ure. But project
was not forwarded to the pur-
chase committee earlierfor final
clearance.

A leading American power
company — AES — was found

f|| review project today

Star Report

the lowest bidder out of four. It
offered a 20-year levelised
tariff of 2.73 US cents per
tt hour, a rate less than
half the power tariff of the
Power Development Board
(PDB).

If the purchase committee
now clears the project, the En-
ergy Ministry will formally
announce the name of the low-
est bidder and proceed for final

t with it.

Meanwhile, the future of the
Meghnaghat 450 MW Power
Project remains uncertain as

See Page 12 Col 7
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The government is planning
to mmcg'aw the last remaining
barrier — radiation tests —to
im of food items from
SAARC countries.

As a result, huge gquantities
of ﬂcehinrh:atl I«::t:u'n, ruits Ed
vegetables will pour into the
country unchecked.

According to sources in the
commerce ministry, the gg-

sed Import Po for 1 -

000 has prescri a total

withdrawal of radiation tests
on food items imported from
India, Pakistan, the Maldives,
quul. Bhutan and Sri Lanka.

n the current Import Fnligcgr.
effective since 24 April 1996,
exporters are required to de-
clare the origin of the item at
any t of entry.

declaration would en-
sure that the items were pro-
duced in countries exempted
from the radiation test.
| Businessmen and commerce

threat to topple UF govt

NEW DELHI, Nov 26: India's

(I) Party here today
b-r:k:nckad uvr.l.: its glﬂmti ttr.t
topple the ruling nority
cogﬁuon. saying it was willing
to compromise following a
mnf# political crisis, re-

The Congress, which last
week threatened to withdraw
support after a coalition y
was ted in the 1991 as-
sassination of former
premier Rajiv Gandhi, an-
nounced it wanted to reopen
peace talks with the govern-

ment following a two-hour
leadership mfng
Senior leader Pri-

anjan Das shi, a former
¥:ﬂﬂnﬂrﬂltﬂ.uﬂ:'w:hm

that we are

sent a letter sa
to tl,lk_ ::tnlf them about

willi

Until the face-saving an-
nouncement, due to be discussed

the multi- y ruling coali-
B’un la t«r.}',t lndian?mlad

set to tional Is for the
second within 18 months.

The co ss last week said
it would withdraw its backing if

Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral’'s coalition failed to act
immediately on its ultimatum
that the DMK Party be ousted
from the alliance.

The coalition, however, a
loose alliance of more than a

dozen parties kept in power by
the ss for the past seven
Page 12 Col 1

“Ruling unlawful: Sajjad Ali Shah

SC Quetta Bench

suspends Pak CJ

QUETTA, Nov 26: Two Pak-
istan Supreme Court judges to-
day ordered the su n of
Chief Justice Sajjad Ali Shah,
who is at the centre of a consti-
tutional battle with the gov-

ernment, report ngendu.
The president’'s 1994 ap-

ntment of Shah to the top
udicial Pnlt "is held iIn
abeyance,” a two-judge Quetta
Bench of the Supreme Court
ruled.

Shah "shall cease to perform
udicial and administrative
unctions and powers of the
Chief Justice of Pakistan until
further order.,” Irashd Hasan
Khan and Khalilur Rehman de-
clared.

The interim decision was

given on a petition challenging

Shah's appointment on the
grounds that he was not the
most senior judge when pro-
moted during the t of
former er Benazir Bhutto.
The tion was filed by Assad
All, a businessmen in the
Baluchistan capital of Quetta
last month.

According to Pakistani law
the chief justice must be the se-
nior most judge, which Shah
was not when he was appointed
to head the Su Court, said
constitutional lawyer Aslam
Chishti.

It was not clear whether the
law required him to down.

Some constitu lawyers
said yes, while others said no.
But if he is suspended it

See Page 12 Col 7

Food import from SAARC states
Govt plans to withdraw

By Morshed Ali Khan

ministry officials feared that
the loophole could attract un-
scrupulous traders to send radi-
ated food items into the coun-
try.
Cheap and easily available
radiated food items are re -
edly on sale in some East Euro-
countries.

"Bangladesh has been a
dum ground for many sub-
stan consumer items,"” said
a commerce ministry official.
"It is most likely that these
traders would take all the ad-
vantage. All they need to do is to
make a simple declaration.”

Most of the food items are
currently imported from India,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Other
SAARC countries export little
or no food to Bangladesh.

The government's 1996 deci-
sion to withdraw the manda-
tory radiation tests on imported
food items from SAARC

See Page 12 Col 8

Jubo Dal
worker in

Jessore
shot dead

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, Nov 26: A Jubo
Dal activist was shot dead by a

up of miscreants at the truck
erminal in the town last rﬁFhL

According to police, Alim,
30, was called out of his house
and brought to the truck termi-
nal by an unidentified person.
The miscreants then fired sev-
eral shots, killing him on the
spot.

The killers then stabbed him
several times to be sure he was
dead.

Previous enmit
reason for the killing. police
said. Alim was wanted by police
in a number of cases.

A case has been recorded
with Kotwali police in the con-
nection.

None was arrested till filing
of this report. -

Police raid 3
RU halls: 17
Shibir activists

arrested

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Nov 26: Seven-
tecnted S'ljﬂhir acuvi's'tga wcr;nu ar-
res uring a pre-dawn ce
raid at three residential halls of
Rajshahi University today.

The raid was made fo
Monday's clash between Shibir
and BCL activists which left 35

ple injured including 10 po-
icemen.

The halls which were raided
are Molihar, Sher-e-Bangla and
Suhrawardy halls.

Police also filed three sepa-
rate cases with Motiher Thana
against 43 Shibir leaders and
activists, including university
unit president Abdul Jabbar
and Secretary Moinul Hossain

See Page 12 Col 3

Nirmal Sen
hospitalised,

medical
board formed

By Staff Correspondent

Nirmal Sen, a veteran jour-
nalist, was admitted to the In-
fensive care unit of the PG Hos-
pital in the early hours of yes-
terday when his condition
riorated after sixty-one hours
of his 'fast unto death’' at the
Jatiya Press Cluip.

He went on fasting to press
full payment of dues and Eene
fits to the journalists and em-
glu s of the Dainik Bangla,

ichitra, Anonda Bichitra and
of the Bangladesh Times as per
law. The publications were
owned by a state-run trust.

The publications were closed
by the government on October
31 and all journalists and em-
ployees were asked to re a
day earlier. Some of them had

en retirement. But most of
them declined, demanding full
termination benefits.

Doctors had put him on in-
travenous saline dip at 3 pm on
Tuesday. When his condition

was the

See Page 12 Col 4

'Cong backtracks over its |
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