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SENSE of ars
to be absent from the
Bengali psyche. E
year, we mourn our martyrs o
1971 with appropriate
solemnity. Yet, few voices are
raised st our own hist
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts.
Alter decades of bloody up-
rising in the Hill Tracts, a
tential Peace Treaty is ng
discussed. But, as a raucous de-
bate breaks out over the accord,
Jumma voices are noticeably
absent from the political ca-
y. In the end, it appears
that the Jumma community
have been reduced to being
wns in a power be-
the AL and the . The

Jumma and the people,
not between our tical par-
ties.

ill Tracts"
14th century- Sawngma

the Chitlagong

u.—:mmﬂgﬁ?

need to train doctors so that the
same treatment | am giving is
available in their set-ups in
their own countries. initiat-
ing the SAARC SOCIETY OF

fascigaiing. W
th l*:voul it
Sipeiiiad by Euie ORMd) AL
) Abdul
Malek, President, Bangladesh
Cardiac . We are a
of countries attached to eac
other in all res who have
similar vision solving car-
diac — with a same so-
clo-economic status and simi-

mmdﬁhopemm*

:lenwg‘ . her and share our
on preventive as-
of cardiac disorders, reha-
ilitative aspects of cardiac
disorders. treatment aspects of
cardiac disorders and most im-
portant of all is the research ap-
proach. Unless we share knowl-
odgc. data, expertise, we cannot
actually arrest the problem in
any strategy or defined manner.
So, | hlln: cmmherc for two

.1 am as a repre-
unEtiv: of cardiological soci-
ety of India, to esent the
at this to form the

‘l::dt also | t;em here as a

urer at Bangladesh

ardiac Society that has .
ised national conference '97 on

gmm & Cardiovascular

The ?ruldem of cardiac so-
ciety of India was also here and
80 were representatives of Sri
Lanka Hﬂl' Sri Lanka
and Pakistan have agreed for
the formation of the SAARC
Society of Cardiology but could
not arrive in time yesterday.
Bhutan and the Maldives do not
have cardiac societies, but we
have left provisions for their
inclusion. As soon as the re-
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Chittagong Hill

(Chakma) Raja Marekyaja mi-
grates from Arakan hills to
Chitt beit to establish his
rule and :

1715- Chakma king Jallal
Khan establishes treaty with
the M Nawab.

1715-1760- CHT is indepen-
dent kingdom, I?aying revenue
from Cotton/Karpas to the
Mughal Nawab. the

name, 'Hax_;pu Region".

1760-1780- C maintains
independent kingdom status,
but pays revenue to the British
rulers

1777 & 1780- Chakma war-
riors fight the East India Com-

F“.nly'.r"ﬂ‘nl"- Chakma king Jan
Baksh Khan pledges allegiance
to East India Company. Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts goes under
complete control of the British.
British pledge not to intervene
in administrative affairs of the
region. Hunter cites an 1829
regulation to say: "In 1829, Mr.
Halhed, the Commissioner
stated that the hill tribes were
not British lulc:i|ects but merely
tributaries and that we recog-
nized no right on our to in-
terfere with their internal ar-

k.
g June, 1860- Notification

No 3302 separates the hill area
of Chittagong from Chittagong
district and creates an indepen-
dent district called Parbattya

Chit :
lmimt passes In-

dian Council Law. The Law rec-
ognizes the tions

by Governor eral or local

authorities with regards to ar-

ﬁm outside the Law's jurisdic-
on.

Hence

1870- Government Of India

FOCUS

Tracts: Peace in Our

by Naeem Mohaiemen

Chittagong Hil? Tracts: 5093 square miles, 10 per cent of Bangladesh's total land area. Its
forest area’is 47% of the country's total forest land. Ethnic minority groups include
Chakma, Marma, Tripura, Chak, Khyang, Khumi, Murung, Lushai, Bawm and Pankho.

Act passed, allowing the Gover-

nor General to amend laws re-
lated to the "special areas”.
1881- Chittagong Hill Tracts
Police Regulation 1881 allows
Hill Tracts people to form their

1 Ma lmt hi tagungf 1ill
: t H

Tracts ual law passed. The
area is given exemption from

administration as an "Excluded
Area” to help rve minority
“tribal® culture and heritage.
CHT mﬂﬁ into Challmm, -
mang and Mong Circle. Head-
men and Knrbl;f'i to act as local
administrators. Manual's Regu-
lation 34 banned non-hill peo-
]J]l: from buying or acquiring
and in the area.

1920 & 1925- Manual revised
to further enhance the safety of
the Tribal !

dlEISE- India Ihv;lﬁdl.aw riguﬂeu
and recognizes ity of CHT
Regulation (1900). i

17 August, 1947- As parti-
tion approaches, Lord Mount
batten pressures Sir Cyril Rad-
cliffe to redraw his lines-- over
the Chittagong Hill Tracts and
several Punjab districts. In the
end, Radclilfe assigns CHT to
the new state of Pakistan.

15-20 August, 1947- Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts People's As-

sociation expresses their doubt

g: to whethe? ti_lhrl:ir rights wg:li
mem:d if they are assign
to stan. The Association

Caring for Cardiac Causes

Dr Ashok Seth — department head of

invasive and interventional cardiology,
Escorts Heart Institute and Research
Centre, the biggest cardiac hospital in

India and one of the bi
terms of number an

gest in Asia in
size — tells

The Daily Star correspondent

Naimul Ha

about formation of the

SAARC
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spective national cardiac soci-
eties are formed, they will be
included in the SSC.

We have finalised the consti-
tution at a formal signing cer-
emony and have officially
formed the SAARC Society of
Cardiology. This is one of the

forward in address-

ing heart disorders in South
. It creates an unparalleled
opportunity for individuals to
train in other neighbouring

countries.

DS8: Can explain what
ﬁj"sﬂard.bb;hfb e

C 0 7
‘ﬂgr Seth: You gm,r:?rﬂncm
dous expertise exists now lo-
clll&r You no longer have to go
as far as the US or the UK to get
train doctors or to get the know-
how. This is the best opportu-
nity for the nations to combine
together. We will look for ab-
sorbing the expertise and feed

ociety of Cardiology.

. It will in-

Lthem into the
volve extensive collaborative

f;:dinlngicll research activi-
NGOs will be involved so

would the private investors
who will take over for wider
distribution of the common
goal of the whole idea.

Most of the efforts we are
thinking of cannot be put alone
by the governments itse]f.
Grassroots NGOs will have to
help in preventive aspects so
that the of prevention,
treatment and research can
reach all level of the society.

DS: How soon do you think
SAARC Society of Cardiology
gu{ﬂ?be able to start function-
ing

Dr Seth: Once the society is
registered | am sure in the next
couple of months, we will start
to work. In fact, we plan to meet
in March next when the

raises the Indian flag in the
Rangamati District minis-
trator's office. Some leaders of
the tft o HRnyaIB family nﬂlm
rotes rais urmese
ﬂlﬂm:tlrbnn.mg “
21 August, 1947- Baluch

Rnﬁlment arrives in Chittagon
Hi Tracts and ttt.:f“g
g;olﬂtcru to lower Indian flag.

e Regiment then raises the
Pakistan flag. Tribal leaders
Kamini Mohon Dewan and
Sneha Kumar Chakma clash
over whether Tribal rights will
be protected in Pakistan. A
large group that is fearful for
their rights give up their land

cross over into India.

1948- The new Pakistan gov-
ernment expresses suspicion
over allegiance of Hill Tracts
l:_bleopll:, removing Chittagong

ill Tracts Police lation
1881. In fear of their safety,
several thousand Tribal ple
seek in India and Burma.
Later, when the Indian and
Burmese governments attempt
to bring international pressure
to take back the refugees, the
Pakistan government agrees to
abide by 1900 Chittagong Hill
Tracts Manual Law.

1950- Violating Chittagong
Hill Tracts Manual law, Pak-
istan t settles sev-
eral hundred Muslim families
in Nanaiachar, Longdu and
Bandarban.

%h National Institute
for iovascular Diseases
(NICVD) is holding an impor-

tant : then, =
na

of SAARC Soci-
ety of ., will be able to
chalk out some sort of formula
for concrete to be taken up

Society q‘,‘r"cﬂ"““m‘.ﬁ” gt
ty con-
tribute in reducing number
of incidences of heart disease?

Dr Seth: It s on a
number of aspects. No doubt,
there is a pre-existing level that
we have to focus on. So, 'that’
service have to be provided
first. The second is pre-
vention which will take time to
come into effect. Awareness of
health, smoking and other as-
pects have to be coordinated.

We will start seeing its bene-
fits in terms of activities over
next six monihis to a year.

perts themselves, it will auto-
matically be cheaper. It is one
of the focuses we are now dis-

Most of the ts used

goods of . Because are
medic.nlekq:l,;pmllndl
part of the populace in the re-

depend
reatment. SAARC Society
Cardiology will recommend to
the governments on various
other issues.

DS: There is hardly any prt-
vate centres for treatment
heart ailments. How does it
j:rgrom nation to nation?

r BSeth: Science can
progress only when J‘ll"l?ll‘.l
money is put into it. No -
ernment can take up all the bill
for heart patients’ welfare.

pn:vidu hemhullh and th:l.
it expertise
technical advances. ITS GOING
TO HAPPEN FROM THE PRI-
VATE SECTOR WHICH IS EX-
PECTED TO TAKE THE LEAD-
ING ROLE IN THIS SECTOR.

D8: Do we have to on
the West for technology any
longer?

enough here.

dbeygs_AFmﬂl to Roam Freely

Always a major attraction for the visitors in any zoo0, the Bengal Tiger reigned the Sundarbans in abundance
even a few decades ago, but several factors have been responsible for the tiger population to decrease at an
' alarming rate.

majestic marauder of the

Sundarbans, is surely the
most precious wildlife animal
found in Bangladesh. Found
nowhere around the globe
except in the regions of
Sundarbans, world's largest
mangroves, covering areas of
both Bangladesh and India.
Always a major attraction for
the visitors in any zoo, the
Bengal Tiger reigned the Sun-
darbans in abundance even a
few decades ago, but several fac-
tors have been responsible for
the tiger population to decrease
at an alarming rate.

Once roaming freely, this
particular species have eventu-
ally failed to avoid the dreadful
clutches of its greatest enemy —
Man. Tiger bones and skins
have great value in the interna-
tional underworld where the
Emducts are traded at a very

igh price. In certain Far East-
€rn countries, crushed tiger
bones are used as medicinal in-
gredients. besides poaching, ad-
verse ecological conditions are
also affecting the tiger.

Majority of our rural popu-
lation use wood as fuel and as a
result cut down trees without
any consideration. Besides,

THE Royal Bengal Tig:r._a.

timber is in great demand all
over the country for various

urposes, and for that matter,
the Sundarbands comes at the
top of the list. In the last couple
of decades, unplanned and mass
clearing of dense forests in the
Sundarbans region have de-
stroyed the natural habitat of
the Royal Bengal Tigers to a
large extent.

In a recent survey, it has
been revealed that a significant
portion of the Bengal Tiger pop-
ulation have migrated to jun-
F,Icn of the Sundarbans in the
ndian part of it in search of a
more suitable habitat.

In the mid '‘80s, a special
census on the Royal EenFal
Tiger was carried out by the for
est authority. and that showed a
figure of around 5000. But at
Frcacnt. no one knows the exact

igure in the wild and during
last 10 years the species had to
undergo some severe tests of
survival. This time the killer
was not man but nature itself.
Two of the greatest natural
calamities in the country's his-
tory hit the coastal belt and the
regions arround the Sundar-
bans in 1988 and 199] decreas-

ing the tiger population.

Recently, another problem
have come up. After drinking
the high saline water of the
mangrove forest, the tigers are
falling sick and often meeting
premature deaths. Besides, the
population is also facing ge-
netic threat. Because of sparse
distribution. mating is takin
place between aged parents
their newly-matured offspring
resulting in an imbalance in
the sex-ratio. Genetic deterio-
ration is lollowing with lower
cub production and survival.

For our green groups, victory
is still a far cry. The task of sav-
ing and increasing the stock of
tiger is gr-::wlng more and more
lormidable. To make the drive
of saving the big cats a success,
the authorities concerned
should give top priority to the
Anti-poaching Movement with
strong campaigning at all lev-
els. Maximum exemplary pun-
ishment should be there for the

achers and amateur hunting
icenses should be totally
banned. Adequate number of
observation towers should be
constructed to keep an on
the illegal intru-ers at difierent
points of the forest, especially
where tigers usually roam or

path, leading to canals for
drinking water. Successful set-

up and maintenance of sev-
eral new sanctuaries could be a
very effective means of further-
ing the tiger population.

The food chain of the cat
should also be protected ch
includes deer, boars, etc. Indis-
criminate logging should be
stopped to maintain a perfect
envirormnental balance and for
a suitable habitat of the tiger
and other animals of the Sun-
darbans. Modern methods of
cooking through solar ener
and bio-gas plant should
promoted in the areas as
a substitute of wood as fuel.

Conservation will succeed
:;1}2! through a I}ulnt effort of all
if it takes place in pace with
economic growth, not at the ex-
pense of growth. Alternative
economic unities should
be provi or (hose who sur-
vive by exploiting the environ-
ment. Making development
mmpntlgle wit c.un-ervlt]l&n
is tou in a country e
Bmglaﬁcnh eager for economic
growth, but to protect this pre-
cious and rare member of the fe-
line group — a national symbol
of ours, it is the only hope.

'} liament for Larma and Chai
_ SETE sl ' |

1956- Chitt Hill Tracts
Manual law 1 rllg ratified in
the first Constitution.

1962- The Pakistan govern-

mmt:ﬂ l to ht;ke at?y Tribal
con e phrase
"separate rf'ﬂled“#nrcap with

bal (Upajati) Area” and
major changes to the
regulation.

1957-1962- Kaptal Hydro
Elﬁtric Project Drn.m is built.

cent o cult
lnm'.ly ilfgl'IT under WHF:
Thousands of Hill Tracts peo-
ples lose their only source of in-
come.

1964- Hill Tracts ples
who lost their lands in the
Kaﬁt:l Dam project are moved
to Rehabilitation Areas. Dissat-
isfied with the rehabilitation

efforts, 50,000 lies
refuge in India. nty thou-

sand of these refu are later
settled by the Indian govern-
ment in the Arunac area.
The remainder settle in Tripura
and other Indian states.

1971- desh Liberation
War ns. Major Ziaur Rah-
man and his troops escape to
India via CHT, with help from
tribals in the area.

December 5, 1971- After
;a]d:t;ru;uldli!m vacate Chit-
ong's Panchori on, non-
trl%al freedom fi retgu kill 14
Hill Tracts ple. Authorities
forbid tri freedom fighters
when they attempt to intervene.
= January 29, 1972- lmdi:::
pendent 's ,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, as-
sures Chakma representatives
g'nuat Ehakgl;u would get their

e share of government jobs.

February 15, 1972- Repre-
sentatives of the Chakma King
hand over a 4- t manifesto
to tEhaikh fHu éliu“ asking lfl‘;fl
autonomy for ttago
Tracts. hgong

April 24, 1972- Manobendro
Nara Larma, member of the
Klng‘);.:nuncﬂ. presents the 4-
point manifesto to the commit-
tee drafting the Bangladesh
constitution.

June 24, 1972- Larma forms

a onal political party, the
*l:'..hl;‘.:g:l Tracts Solidar-
ity Party, to champion the
cause of autonomy.

13, 1973 a

tour of the Hill Tracts., Shei
Muijib says, "From today, there
are no tribal sub-groups in
Balnqhduh: everyone is a Ben-
gali.

In the general elections of

1973, the tribals' Solidarity
wins two seats in the Par-

el T893 e polnfca]

s i e .. landseape s dically vhind package
athly. WHEn it |'Sheikh uﬁf | o n%:rf" . .
by the local ex- | Larma goes into hiding and the

Solidarity Party creates an

armed militant wing, tae
Shanti Bahini.

1976- Under the leadership

of Ziaur Rahman, the Chit-

Hill Tracts Development

is created, with Area

Commander of Chittagong Can-

tonment as Chairman. The

Board sets up a plan to rehabili-

| tate the resettled Bengali poor

ong. Chakma land is

in Chittag
redistribut among Bengali

overnmient Toand to cover Thelr

lood expenses.

May 29, 1977- The Shanti
Bahini launches a lethal attack
on local armed forces. In re-
;Ponle. both the Army and

avy in the area are to
the extent that the ratio of
armedl : forces to CHT residents
is 1:5.

December 26, 1977- In a di-
rect to Shanti Bahini
and Chakmas, Chittagong
Cantonment Area Commander
H._wlj. Gen. Manzur announces,

e don't want you. You can go
off wherever you please. We just

" 979 Profes

= 1 i c;‘“mlumr Rﬂ. Chowd-
u ttagong University

luz a survey team to interview

formly’ critical of the Kaptai
critical of the Kaptai
Dam . Ninety-three per
cent t were economi-
cally self-sufficient before the
flooding. Eighty-nine per cent
claim k:-'tnd homes due
to sixty-nine per
cent the compensation
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they received was insuflicient.

March 25, 1980- The
Kalampati (Kaokhali) Mas-
sacre: the local Martial Law
Commander convenes a
Chakma at a Buddhist
temple. Officers open fire on the
gathering, creating a death toll
of almost 300. Non-tribals at-
tack Buddhist temples and
Chakma residences in the area.
MP Upendra Lal Chakma orga-
nizes a press conference de-
manding justice. He accompa-
nies two opposition MPs, Shah-
{:han Shiraj and Rashed Khan

enomn, on a site visit.

April 25, 1980- In a press
conference, the 3 MPs demand
immediate inclusion of
Chakma autonomy into the
Bangladesh constitution, cur-
tailing of Army presence and
cessation of "non-tribal" reset-
tlement in the area.

December 1980 - The Zia
government, after light criti-
cism of the Kalampati mas-
sacre, passes the Disturbed Area
Bill, bestowing tgpon the Chit-
tagong Police Sub-Inspector
and any Non-Commissioned
Army Officers the right to shoot
individuals suspected of illegal
activities and the right to raid
any home suspected of storing
weapons.

July 29, 1980 - Fo an
earlier closed-door meeting
with Chakma leaders, Preside..i
Zia is quoted in The Guardian
(London) as saying, "We are
doing some wrong there. We are
being unfair to the tribes. It is a
political tﬁrohlcm that is being
dealt with by Police and Army
gﬂng;] l‘fet it can be settled

tically very easily. We have
no basis for taking over these

lands and pus these e
into a cu'ng'u \{l'léﬁn.lld al:t.?gllt
call a meeting of these tribal
leaders and ask them their
demands.”

May 30, 198] - President Zia
is assassinated in Chi in

a coup led by Maj. Gen. :
by the

5, 1982 - Led
President's on Tribal

Secretary
BT RAPA RN 2 AP

senlalives mect with President
Abdus Sattar. The Sattar
regime does not see any further
resolution of the Tribal prob-
lem; the few educatio and
occupational quotas created
under Zia are gradually elimi-
nated.

. July 27, 1982 - After coming
to . General Ershad meets
with three Chakma leaders. He
sends Chittagong Cantonment

_Area .Commander Maj. Gen.

ober 3. 1983 - Gen. Er-
deal to
resolve the Hill Tracts crisis.
Meanwhile, a rift within the
Solidarity Party leads to the as-
sassination of Manobendro
Narayan Larma at the hands of

su of rival Priti Kumar
s sl

1984- In their report to the
UN Wor Group on Indige-
nous Populations (WGIP), the
Anti-Slavery Society of London
criticizes the Bangladesh dele-
gation’'s report al previous
vear's session. In cular the
tion's claim
Ahat "Bangladesh has no in-
digenous pulation” comes
under at ;

May 1985- Asian Conference
On Religion And Peace (South
Korea) presents report on "The
Crisis of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts" which accuses
Bangladesh of violating ILO
Convention 107 on Tribal and
Indigenous Populations.

tober 21, 1985 - The Ist
summit meeting between the
Solidarity Party and the gov-
ernment takes place, with
promise of further resolution at
a 2d summit scheduled for
Christmas. However, the 2nd
summit falls through and reha-
bilitation of non-tribals con-
tinues.

August 2, 1985- adesh
delegation to UN orking
Group on Indigenous Popula-
tions strongly attacks London-
based Anti-Slavery Society's
report on Hill Tracts. The -
ﬁi’:inn chair calls the regort

seless allegations” and "at-
tempts to tarnish the image” of

Time?

tive to
:'It wwq}rfn, b hr‘t's

rmartial law

The Daaily Sar 5

-

desh.
ot 86- Flrstc lllntcrnatiunal
erence on itt Hiill
Tracts held in Amul.em
27, 1986 -

June 2/ Jul
Shanti Bahini launches two

ite attacks on the non-
SN s i
; ers o-
cal gm; cnmgu;ﬁiem
Many tribals are frightened
into crossing the border into
India's Tripura kingdom.
Meanwhile, the government
claims there are 30,000 non-
tribal settlers in CHT, not
50,000 as reported by Jumma

activists. .
September 19, 1987 - In an

Ban

effort to restore peace to the:

area, tribal leaders meet with
Gen. Ershad and resolve to find
a political solution to the
Chakma problem, as opposed to
the Shanti Bahini's search for a
solution through violence. Er-

shad formulates a Nati 1
Committee headed by the Fﬁﬁﬂ

ning Minister A. K. Khondokar.
inber 17. 1987 - Junc
19, 1988 - No resolution is
reached during four summit
meetings between the govern-
ment and the Solidarity Party.
A 5-point manifesto for re-
al autonomy is rejected on
the grounds that it is untenable
under a one-party government.
Political solutions circumvent-
ing the autonomy issue, includ-
ing a bid to include Chakma
representatives within the gov-
ernment, are rejected by the
Solidarity Party.

December 1987- CHT Com-
mission is formed in Nether-
lands by UN International
Working Group on Indigenous
Affairs. Commission later
brings out influential "Life Is
Not Ours" report, which faults
Bangladesh government for
failing to enter Peace Talks
with tribal leaders.

August 8, 19 = The
Bagaichari Massacr attack
on tribal villages in®etaliation
for a Shanti Bahini attack on

o m 14/ 15, 1988 - The

6th summit meeting breaks
down in spite of the Solidarity
Party's compromise in chang-
ing the terminology from "re-
gional” to "local” autonomy.

February 28,1989 - A bill is
Faaand in the Parliament to al-
ow the crcation of local gov-
ermments in all three districts.
These local ments would
be led by a "tribal" elected by all
members of the Local Govern-
ment Council.

May 4, 1989 - The Shanti
Bahini launches an armed re-
sponse to sabotage the local
governments and their elec-
toral process, leading to the as-
sassination of Sub-District
Committee Chairman Abdur
Rashid Sarkar. In retaliation.
settlers attack local Chakma
villages, reducing them to in-
fegnps. This incident is known
ngdu Massacre . The

over the electoral process, in-
stalling its own representatives.

July-August 1990- The UN
Economic & Social Council
Commission on Human Rights
(Working Group on Indigenous
Pogulatinna} reviews the state
of Chittagong Hill. The number
of Hill Tracts refugees in India
is to be 70.000.

ber 6. 1990- Gen. Er-
shad is toppled from ﬁowr by a
popular uprising. In the ensui
melee, a Committee of Triba
students EtacFE a press confer-
ence demanding the removal of
the local rmments.
ril 10, 1992- Bengali set-
tler Kabir Ahmed is killed, al-
legedly for the attempted rape of
a Jumma woman. In retalia-
tion, settlers and law enforce-
ment authorities devastate the
Chakma village of Logang. with
a death toll of 300. A wave of in-
ternational condemnation fol-
lows. In Japan, 130 NGOs and
individuals organi protest
t the inciden ter this

coalition forms "J n Com-

mittee on CHT Issues’. Anti-
Slavery Inlernational, Sur-
vival Intlernational and

Amnesty Intcrnational send
rotest letters Lo Bangladesh
igh Commission in London.

Khaleda Zia's government

forms an inquiry committee to

investigate the massacre.
April 22 , 1992- At

Bangladesh Aid Consortium

meeting in Paris, Finance Min-

ister Saifur Rahman is
greeted by protests against Lo-
uropean

Fang massacre by
uman rights organizations.

; .
S
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lucky that they were no longer in forests, where poaching is rampant. Photo by Pavel Rahman/News

Space cons

ernment takes .

May 1992- Amnesty Interna-
tional issues report on Logang
killings and sends letter to
Bangladesh government aski
for full inquiry into triba
deaths.

May 19, 1992- Violence esca-
lates in the area when yet an-
other youth fracas leads to the
formation of a mnon-tribal
Greater Chittagong Committee
for Student Uprising.

May 20, 1992- Frustrated
over government inaction over
local violence, Gautam Dewan,
Chainnan of the Rangamati Lo-
cal Government Council, hands
in his resignation.

July 8, 1992- The BNP gov-
ernment presents a bill in the
Parliament to increase the life-
span of the local governments.
Despite vehement opposition
from Tribal members among
the rival Awami League party,
the bill is passed.

July 10, 1992-The govern-
ment creates a committee to re-
solve the Chakma problem, led
h)lr Communications Minister
Oli Ahmed. Leaders of the 3 lo-
cal governments question legit-
imacy of the Committee for not
including elected MPs.

October 7, 1992- Justice SH
Khau's "Logang Disturbances
Inquiry Commission” brings
out a report blaming the Shanti
Bahini for causing the Logang
massacre. The report is criti-
cized for biased findings. On
page 24, the report states

[Bengali settlers] must raise
their own security force namely
village defense party who
should be given arms and train-
ing for protection of the vil-
lage”"-- this statement is widely
seen as condoning Bengali vio-
lence against Jumma people.

November 5, 1992- The first
summit meeting between the
Solidarity Party and the Com-
mittee ends unresolved.

November 17, 1992- The
Naniarchar massacre: a Tribal
student protest is responded to
by an army attack on the vil-
lage of Naniarchar, with 90
tribals Kkilled. Although an in-

uiry committee is launched by
the government, its report re-
mains unpublished.

December 10, 1992- Inter-
national Year of World's In-
digenous People bcgins. The
event is a catalyst for contro-
versy in Bangladesh as a gov-
ernment Minister declares
"Ea.nF]adesh has no indigenous
people”. The statement is con-
demned by NGOs, activists and
Jumma leaders. Faced by gov-
ernment inaction, NGOs orga-

nize "Indigenous Peoples Day”.
Mnrchglﬂgﬁ— EPUS 51{1{:
Department's "1994 Human

Rights Report” reports that gov-
ernment settlement programs
increased the number of Ben-
alis in CHT from 3 per cent in
947 to 45 cent in 1994,
March 23, 1995- 45
Bangladeghi intellectuals s a
statement accusing Bandarban
Police of organizing attacks on
tribal students. ey include
Justice K.M. Sobhan, Dr Kamal
Hossain. Abdul Manna Chowd-
hury, Dr Humayun Azad and
Meghna Guha Thakurata.

1996- Jumma People's Net-
work of Asia Pacific Australia
(JUMNAPA) publishes paper
reporting on militarisation of
Hill Tracts. According to the
report, in 1994 there was |
army officer for every 15 tribals
(or "Jumma" people).

June 23, 1996 - The Awami
League (AL), led by Sheikh
Hasima, is elected to power. In
the Chittagong Hill tracts con-
stituencies, AL members win
the Parliament seats through
repeated promises to work to-
wards solving the tribal prob-
lem. After the election, how-
ever. there is consternation at
government inaction.

July 18, 1996- Government
estimate says 8,000 tribals, sol-
diers and civilians have been
killed to date. Tribal activists
say the number is much higher.

September 30, 1996 - The
Solidarity Party calls a one-
month cease-fire to promote
discussion with the govern-
ment. Belatedly, the govern-
ment forms a National Com-
mittee with the aim of resolving
the Chakma crisis.

1997- In the 3d update to
"Life Is Not Qurs” report, CHT
Commission (the Netherlands)
says, "negotiations can be suc-
cessful only if the traditional
systems of land rights in CHT
are acknm&rledfed".

September 14, 1997 - PCJSS
chairman Jyotirindriyo Bod-
hipriya Larma, alias Shantu
Larma, flies into Dhaka for
first time since beginning of in-
surgency to begin talks with the
government.

September 18 , 1997 - After
four days of talks. Shantu
Larma announces a draft
agreement to end the insur-
gency. Cease-fire is extended
until Dec 31. A focal point of
the agreement is resolution of
disputes over land ownership.

October 14, 1997 - At a rally
in Bogra, BNP leader Khaleda
Zia accuses government of con-
:ﬁlﬂ to hand CHT over to In-

a. She also accuses the gov-

ernment of pllnnin& to with-
draw the army from the area.
October 17, 1997 - PM

Sheikh Hasina assures country

that army won't be withdrawn

from CHT. She also says: "We

don't want our people, the citi-

zens of a sovereign country, to

ll:iny as refugees in other coun-
es.”

November 1, 1997 - In re-
sponse to calls for making the
draft Peace Trealy public,
Sheikh Hasina says full disclo-
sure 1:;1101' to signing may cause
complications.

ovember 26. 1997 - Par-
battya Chattagram Jana -
hati Samity JSS) to hold
seventh round of talks with Na-
tional Committee on CHT
(NCCHT) in Dhaka to finalise
Lhe Peace Accord.

The author works in HBO's
Interactive Media group in New
York. He is also writing a book
on 1971.



