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A Nation?

Can it be true that every one in two of us is tuber-
cular? That is what a report by a visiting World
Health Organisation team says. If this is true —
why should they circulate such a shocker if not
properly based in fact? — this should in no time
constitute the first of our national top priorities. If
this by any means is not quite the right figure and
the reality is ten rather than 50 per cent of popula-
tion is infected — some 12 million — government
should curtail, if need be, many activities to throw
its full weight behind TB control. This nation can-
not plod on with more than a crore of TB patients
and some four lakh joining the fold every year.

The first thing, however, would be for the gov-
ernment to clarify the situation by issuing a for-
mal statement. It must not repeat its performance
in the matter of arsenic pollution. The statement
must come very soon, preferably before the week is
out. This is necessary to ward off panic. That is to
hope the government's idea of the TB situation
would not be as fearsome as the WHO

TB was supposed to be well-controlled at the fag-
end of our Pakistan purgatory. Thanks to the
problem being taken up then with true ' serious-
ness. The results were so good as to take TB as an
affliction totally eliminated. The same thing hap-
pened with malaria. Recently cases of widespread
but short of endemic incidence of malaria has been
reported from different areas. Now Tubercle Bacil-
lus is making such a strong comeback. Why? The
disease is known to cohabit with poverty, malnu-
trition and in sanitary living condition. Has dur
society fallen so badly from the seventies perch on
these accounts?

But there is also hope in the WHO report. It says
the Directly Observed Treatment, Short Course or
DOTS regimen of therapy responds wonderfully to
TB, curing about 80 per cent of cases and in a most
inexpensive manner. It reassures us that things
are moving in the task of grappling with the
threat. But if 60 million are infected with TB, as
the report says, the present attempts would be no
more than child's play.

Welcome Kettle of Fish

We are not total strangérs to domiciliary medi-
care facilities funded and run by foreign mission-
aries, voluntary organisations and specialist phi-
lanthropic groups. A small sprinkling of them in
this country has carved a niche in public esteem
for the exempl dedication, professional finesse
and curative modernity they have brought to bear
on their services. Then we have had a rarefied ac-
cess to the roving skylab-type treatment in the
ophthalmological or cardiovascular fields.

The bottom-line is this: the standard they have
set is simply not erasable from the public mind.
tiplied by two o factors: the local suceess stor
like the BIRDEM, through a little faulted lately for
internal squabble, and the tested professionalism
of hospitals in neighbouring India and not too far
out Thailand and Singapore. -

In a compelling background like this we can not
but welcome the cabinet decision allowing direct
foreign investment and joint venture projects to
establish hospitals in the country. As a neces

art of this, the government is willing to let suc
Enspitals recruit foreign specialists in a stipulated
proportion to local specialists.

Agreed that modern hospitals being highly capi-
tal-and technology-intensive undertakings a re-
course to massive foreign investment is unavoid-
able. Of course, we cannot get the state-of-the-art
equipment just for the asking. But we must also
realise that mere outpourings of FDIs will not kick
off any radical alteration in the quality of service.
What must go hand in hand with these is a set of

olicy guidelines, a core of philosophies. if you
ike, designed to ensure that our interests will not
be sidelined by over commercialism. The medical
bills for specialized treatment should be truly re-
flective of the savings made by avoidance of air
trips to other countries. These must also bear a re-
lation to the Purchasing Power Parity, meaning
what Taka can buy locally compared to what other
currencies fetch in other markets. Furthermore,
the foreign-run or collaborational hospitals are
expected to stimulate local pharmaceutical indus-
tries.

We are looking for a huge foreign exchange re-
tention with a crying halt pronounced to exodus of
patients to hospitals in Calcutta, Bangkok, Delhi,
Madras, London and Singapore.

Let Live & Live

There can be arguments over why they got their
name associated with Pallas Athene, the ancient
Greek goddess of wisdom but there is no doubt that
we are showing little wisdom in allowing people to
destroy their retreats.

Pallas’'s Eagle, a rare variety among these majes-
tic monogamous birds that has already carved a
niche in the (IUCN) International Union for Con-
servation of Nature's Red Data Book for its sheer
rarity and a few of which come to the vast wetland
at a remote village in the north eastern district of

Sunamganj every year for breeding may no longer
be welcome. The tall trees of this area Eke hijal on

And their craﬁﬂr'the same has only been mul-

whose -tug these rare birds perch their nests are be-

ing felle
axes.
Pallas's Eagle is one of those varieties of caFlc
that has already carved a niche in the (IUCN) In-
ternational Union for Conservation of Nature's
Red Data Book for its rarity. Bangladesh is neither
too sprawled nor too inaccessible a land for the au-
thorities to map
habit at of migratory birds or pockets of rare fish
and fauna. at they can do then is formulate a
olicy to save these areas from human intrusion
or any purpose, commercial or otherwise. Even if
these areas have to be given to individual owner-
ship the government should make sure they do not
lead to the unscrupulous pillaging of nature as is
going on now in %chl. Certain conditions in
consultation with the local and international ex-
perts can be set and close vigil kept on their strict
observation, So far environmental protection has
been a phrase confined only to seminar and sym-
f)oaia. But we must remember we are the most help-
ess in the face of nature's retribution. We had bet-
ter wake up before it is too late.

relentlessly by greedy businessmen'’s

its areas known for being the
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of highways or freeways,
it's not a motorised society
either — most people here
haven't seen anything like that.
But when it comes to road
accidents, this country seems to
be competing for world records.
According to some
authoritative reports, the death
toll of road accidents in the
country is fifty times more than
that in Japan or Britain. What
is more shocking is that while
in the developed world two
sons get injured or killed per
0,000 registered automobiles,
in this sparsely motorised
country the rate is at least 29
times higher.

In average 3.000 road acci-
dents took place in the coun
between 1987 and 1996, that
killed 17,311 ople and in-
ﬁmd 29255 others. Obviously,

sides killing thousands of
people and breaking hearts of
millions, these accidents cost
the nation billions of taka each
year. The problem is, the
makers seem to be as h

BﬁNGLADEEH is not a land

pless
as the victims of such a mind-
less slaughtering of human be-

ings.

rts s est that in just
ugeg i
to April 1997 — a total of 4.721
road accidents took place in the
country killing 2,607 and injur-
ing 4.5 le. In this the
last mont one, several hun-
dred people were killed in road
accidents. The biggest one at
Kalihati literally shocked the
entire nation. Many people just
shudder when the occasion
comes to visit near and dear
ones in rural areas, as more
than 80 per cent of all these ac-
cidents take place in the rural
sections of the country's main
highway system.
And there are good reasons
to be worried about it. In fact,
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Road Accidents
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Besides killing thousands of people and breaking hearts

of millions, these accidents cost the nation b:umuof

taka each year. TMprDbbmhthemﬁcymahnmtabemhelplenmthcuicﬁm:ufluchnn}indlm

astronomical rates of road ac-
cidents remain a characteristic
phenomenon in the country,
especially since 1990. In that
year alone, a total of 3,167 road
accidents took place in the
country that 1,844
and injured 2,687 others. Over
the . since 1990, in average
3.375 road accidents took place
in the country that killed 1,703
and injured 2,922 others
each vyear. e problem is,
while in the d oped world,
rates of accidents and associ-
ated deaths and injuries are
falling. here, in this country, it
is on the rise.

In England, for example, the
number of people killed or seri-
ously injured in 1995 fell by two
per cgnt compared with 1994,

nd by 3gaper cent com
with the 1981 -85 average. In the

ll}Jliutud States, where automo-
fles remain the single greatest
m ;i;H mr:r:l-:‘.l-:nB ]tau death rate

.9 per .000 people
in 1991, compared to 85.9
100,000 people in 1936. ‘Fﬂ-
number keeps falling.

Given world records, the
mafnltude of road accidents as
well as associated killi and
injuries in Bangladesh is un-
doubtedly astounding. but it is

by no way mind boggling or
puzzli .guwgugm—
vide a le hll.lt‘:?ll

game. All the players —

the trative authorities,

the mrl the bus-truck
owners and drivers, the

lice
force — seem to ﬁm
thusiastic partners in this dis-
astrous game. The problem is,
when the ultimate penalty of
death strikes, all of them do not
reguain on the same boat. Only

5 hteri

the fateful face the death and
deadly injuries, the others re-
main alive to play the games
over and over again.

Of course, there are hundreds
of reasons that may be respon-
sible in some way or other for
the astronomical rates of road
accidents and related deaths
and injuries in the country. But
does it take a genius, or an in-
c“:lry committee of geniuses for
that matter, to figure out that
dangerous road conditions, de-
fective buses and trucks, ill-

trained and unskilled drivers,
inefficient and dishonest
transport authorities and police
officials are primarily re-
sponsible for recurrence of such
fateful accidents day after day,
month after month, year after
year?

Currently Bangladesh has a
total of 2,539 kilometre of na-

tional 8 — that connect
the y with divisional
and district headquarters

and international highways
and 2,670 kilometre of r

highways — that connect differ-
ent regions of the country with
each other. But only 75 cent
of these highways and 52 per
cent of regional roads are two-
lane pa roads. None of the

A Passionate Call, but Who is Listening?

This piece is written with
anguish and frustration. I en-
dorse and indeed was deeply
moved by what has been writ-
ten by the editor of The Daily
Star’ in  his "Commentary”
(November 6, 1997).

The need for a new political
culture in Bangladesh contin-
ues to agitate many minds in
the citizenry, and these com-
ments, though not new, are ex-
tremely appropriate. Even as
the cry is getting louder and is
echoed from quarters at home
and abroad, the ground realities
sadly become bleaker with little
or no evidence of change for the
better. So far, this.a to be
a Ty in the | falling
on very deaf ears. It might in-
deed be yet another sordid and
lamentable chapter in the polit-
ical history of Bangladesh.

Questions continue to ring
loud and clear : Are we in
Bangladesh set on a course of
self-destruction driven by a fa-
tal flaw? Are we oblivious of a
world around us that is lit
hurtling towards the new mil-
lennium? A brave new world is
dawning; has already plunged
into an entirely different pla
field — a ﬂt‘:ld‘Jr of human devel-
opment that is stee in a sci-
entific and rational culture of
work, ethics, and endeavour, of
rights and obligations, of
fiercely competitive enterprises
that reward efficiency. It cer-
tainly is not a world that has
any respect or tolerance for
outdated polemics and self-
e ndecd.  th le of

naeed, the people o
Bangladesh have alreadp
monumental sacrifices, demon-

‘strated exceptional valour and

“than adesh did
uﬂ'irmunnmt&

y made

Dr M Zakir Husain

t: the farmers and workers
oil hard and long, and a vast
majority of citizens respond
admirably and rationally to fair
incentives and opportunities.
Surely, the people deserve
much better dispensation from
those who represent them in a
popular democracy. People have
the right to demand ce and
progress and good fair er-
nance — not as a charitable
or as an incidental benefit but
as a right.

In our own region, Vietnam
which went through manifold

mhz

t

held a steady course in their
political and economic devel-
opment and is making good
E:.u : are we still wal-
in such chaos and confu-
sion? Why our politics is tied
more to the narrow parochial
and trivial interests rather than
to the priorities of the present
and ties of the future?
e world will go by with or
without us — without us
if we chose to remain preoccu-
pied with matters no more im-
m:trtnnt and binding than futile
ckering over who we are and
who did what for the country in

the Es_t.

it is we are phically
situntecil_ in a part of the world
known for its ungainly capaci
to breed and nurture mutu?l
suspicion and animosity — an
unending regime of convoluted
logic of correcting the past and
seeking revenge for historical
wrongs. Why else the SAARC of
our region is so grandiose in
rhetoric and so short in prag-

matic hard headed business
like deeds? Quite a contrast
with the ASEAN and little wpn-

der why.

The world of to-
morrow will reward enterprise
and creativity, and resolve dif-
ferences of views and beliefs in
a tolerant, civil and decent so-
ciety. Keeping that imperative
in mind nation should per-
haps raise the stakes in politics
and its conduct. The political
systemn could create openings
for professionals and practi-
tioners on the sciences and the
,arts :@ lawyers, doctors, engi-
neers, teac ., -WTters.,

8.
farmers, traders, rs;’
for those who are mﬂ_

do public service but do not
have to make a living out of it:
and for those who have a stake
in their work, security, and
productivity that contribute to
the prosperity and Erufr:u of
the nation as much ol them-
selves.

These people are likely to

have a heal respect for in-
formation, knowledge and
skills, and generally a scientific

culture of logic and reason.
Such a constituency and cul-
ture will surely make a sea
change in the polity and ti-
cal conduct. Does this | like
an exciting alternative? Can

this emerge within a system of
tative Does
it hold the key to the end of suf-

of the silent majority in
this land with a huge backlog of
unfinished agenda of human
develo _
Daily Star in his commentary
could not have been more pas-
sionate, fo t and convinc-

ing. Yet is anyone listening?
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The US and Iraq

Iragqi President Saddam
Hussein's new stance on UN
weapon inspection is unfolding
a new in the Middle East,
and perhaps ultimately in the
Muslim world — the second
biggest race on earth, of which
the Christian West is naturally
worried about in the race for
world domination later in the
next century, and, of course, in
the 22nd century (for Africa).

mention religion, when
it is 7?7 We must look be-
hind the screen, taking a ti
from the Palestine situation. ﬁ
is an open secret that the power-
ful minority, the Jews, control

USA.
The Palestine issue has to

provide an ultimate scenario, if
not solution; for two basic rea--
sons: the Muslim world cannot
be ignored in the 21st century,
and n:ll_Flun is replacing secu-
larism. The reason is simple —
Man has distanced himself
from God, and th
communication will be Man

ruin (can't ignore your Maker
by any means, fair or fishy —
recall Tagore).

More than 60 foreign
tourists were killed and hun-
dreds injured in Egypt. Kuwait
is not in favour of use of force in
Iran; as also the Arab nations.
The anti-US wave in Pakistan
cannot be seen in isolation. CIS
and Turkey are the lost
roots; Algeria is not a delusion;
and India's communal political
parties are not flashes in the

USTPE overall lcturﬁ about the
| oreign policy through the
late decades a:yncun bgé: the
world outside the USA is that it
is not understood clearly, and it
is unpopular where applied.
Malevolence s driving out uni-
versal brotherhood. Might is
right, and small rights are
wrong! Forget Schumacher's

-is-beautiful theme. What

€ one- y
8
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rules the world today?
WTO, the global mono
ruthless competition domi-
nated by the Big Blues, and
mergers, buy-offs, and

The
polies,

takeovers. None dare to take

over the Poor, the world's

largest and only majority

group.

With so much disparity in
economic fortunes and in the
standard of living in different
parts of the world, the universal
platform sought for one global
way of duln%thlngs is not only
impractical, but appears un+1.1|1=t
to many smaller nations. e
North-South dialogue will
never end, as the terms of
reference, the specifications,
and the rules of the game are
quite different and incompati-
ble. Reminder: the sun rises in

the East — Toynbee was right
with his cycles. e

The world's lone superpower
cannot be handled or con-
fronted face-to-face. It is quite
%ppuent that the world-wide

errorist Movement (getting
more and more ate or so-
phisticated) is one of the alter-
natives. It appears these
mosquito bites will become a
regular feature of expressing

dissent t the US global
foreign policy. Europe revels in
unity-in-adversity; Japan
knows only goods, not ple;
and the Russians are still sort-
ing out what hit them! The pol-
icy of the North is deliberately

: R‘:nned to look after the

erican global interest with
the changing times.

Global domination today is
spearheaded thr the cap-
ture of markets, not territories.
Some international regulatory
bodies have been set up under
the UN umbrella for coordina-
tion and interfacing, and to
generate cordial 2-way com-

munication, However, the

communication is one-way,
and the Third World 'emerging
economies’ are not at all ha
about the manipulations an
interpretations by the industri-

ali countries.
The forest issue is alse foggy
or smoky, as sus ed (now

has confirmed it, Fin
EEP' Nov 20). The Greenhouse
Effect has to be gargled with a
grain of iodised salt. The recent
raids in the Asean, HK, and S
Korea money markets have
added fuel to the fires of capital-
istic unrest on theories and
ractices. Japan and Wall
treet are affected by these
mmhllngu (more coming, just
watch). S Korea has practically
collapsed and burnt out, be-
mused by the antics of the other
Asian tigers. Lion Ja is lick-
ing its wounds — self-inflicted:
the ego of isolation and ignor-
ing in the 20th century that
there was a market inf Asia.

In this Age of Transparency
(1). there should no scope for
hide-and-seek stances. It is
0 cold war now between the

orth and the South, and
amongst the Christians, Mus-
lims and the Jews. The regional
groups should infuse inward
strength and resist the raids of
the probing dollars. There are
many Soroses and few Ma-
hathirs. Bipolarism is out of
date, inviting naked fon.
Sell the body or the ?

| The US &ollcy on Iraq is a
r clever ruse y the divide-
and-rule policy in the Islamic
world. The Arab world have to
t out of the clutches of the
ﬁfny embraces of Uncle Sam, as
Iran did

Micro Bangladesh is a dot in
the map. Why create fur-
ther dissension? The time to act
is now. The r micro mice in
the world (the Third World)
muilt unite against the big wild
cat :
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ent? The editor of The-

human bem&
two-lane paved roads,
perhaps in the metropolitan ar-
eas, have road dividers, so that
chances for collisions of vehi-
cles from opposite directions
could be reduced. Altho
about 50 per cent of these r
are in poor condition, th
carry most of road traffic ]
because road densities, espe-
r:ially“ln terms of paved roads,
is sti r in the country.
While :ﬂ I:I:.lﬂth‘:l I,Dta:.'t
ulation is T km f:rChln'l.'
1.5 km in India, 2.5 km in Ko-

rea, 27 km in USA, Bangladesh
has a density of 0.2 km only per
1.000 population.

The situation is further ag-
gravated by a phenomenal in-
crease of motorised and non-
motorised vehicles on the
streets. The mechanised vehicle
fleet of the country increased
from 250,000 in 1989 to 350,000
in 1994, reflecting and annual
increase of 7 per cent. During
the same period. the bus/mini
bus and truck fleet registered.an
average annual increase of 4 per
cent and 5 per cent respectively.
The most phenomenal growth
has been, however, in the fleet
of auto-rickshaws and motor-
cycles. which grew by 15 per
cent and 7 per cent respectively.

And then there are non-
mechanised fleet of cycle-rick-
shaws, rickshaw-vans, push-
carts, bullock carts — besides
orchestra one of the most
panoramic jigsaw puzzles of
traffic in the world, to-

gether make up about 85
per cent of traffic in the coun-
try. One of this, how-

ever, is that in the city areas
rates of accident and relevant
fatalities is very low, because
they serve as the most effective
speed-breakers one can ever

i ne.
% can be from
such unfortunate conditions of
roadways and overall traffic
systems in Bangladesh. except
perhaps frequent accidents,
deaths and destructions? The
government that currently
;pcnd.. about 5.5 per cent of its
evelopment budget (both for-
eign and local funds) on rural
;I;dl and relevant works,
Ps on increasing its depen-
dence on donor : s for new
road constructions. According
to a recent remark of the com-
munications minister, it is dif-
ficult to convince the donors
about the economics of new.
constructions. The question is:
why must the nation continue
to depend on donors for all its
needs? Why a nation that can
spend 500 million US dollars
each year to {)rut:ctl obs of 1
per cent of its laborforce em-
ployed in the state-sector enter-

ses can't even half of it
or the welfare of the whole
population?

Besides road conditions,
mhﬂpi the single most factor
t can be held re ble for

reckless road accidents would

re Any Way Out from This Crying Game?

be the mind-boggling levels of
corruption in transport au-
thorities and the police admin-
istration. Reports suggest that

most drivers do not have valid
driving licenses, most vehicles
don't have valid fitness certifi-
cates, and most buses and
trucks don't care about traffic
rules or Eassengcr or cargo lim-
its. All these can happen, day
after day, month after month.
year after year, because some
unscrupulous officials of trans-
puft al;_thﬂﬂtitl and a section of
police force routine e
this systemn. There a?c%alm
and thousands of evidences
available — people are writing
in newspapers, speaking out in
state-run television, and voic-
ing concerns in opinion polls.

problem is, the people in
authority don't seem to hear or
believe those voices, concerns
or questions. Otherwise, how
come police officials dare to say
in television, in front of mil-
lions of le, that they never
heard that trucks and buses
must pay a toll every month to
the police?

Of course, neither police
force alone nor inadequate and
ill-maintained roads alone are
responsible for the mess in
transport sector. They alone
can't be held responsible for all
the deaths, injuries and de-
structions. The country's entire
infrastructure is awfully inad-
equate to provide opportunities
for a decent life for its 114.4
million feuplm Obviously, all
the problems cannot be solved
overnight. But with a little
sense of honesty, sincerity, and
with a little patriotism in
heart, perhaps the nation can
check the crying game of road
accidents that every year take
away numerous souls from
their near and dear ones
throughout the country.

VERY death is sad in its
owrnl way. So was Yusuf Ali
Chowdhury's — who was
and is better known as Mohan
Mia — passing away to his
antecedents and the people of
the country, especially of
Faridpur, who still remember
him as one of the souls devoted
to the advancement of the
downtrodden. He expired 27
ears: ago on this day
November 26) suffering a se-
vere heart-attack.

Born in 1905 in the zamin-
dar family of Khan Saheb
Moyejuddin Biswas, Mohan
Mia had to give up his studies at
Iaha;l'a Hl:gh School when he was
18. He

to run the zamindari even at

his fothe T it fo2s iyeireanl -

elder brother Lal Miah was busy
with Congress politics.

Mohan Mia was not a za-
mindar like many others that
one comes across while di
history — he was different

rather o to every as

of the em, for at one t of
his life-span he said: ner
this bl system goes, the bet-

ter.” This is what he told to the
law-makers who were debating
whether the system should stay
with the Muslim League in
power.

Although the subcontinent
was divided to ward off appre-
hension of amy subjugation, yet
the then government drifted
away, proving those pro-
nouncement a rhetoric. Mohan

Mia protested t all the in-
justices inflicted upon the peo-
ple of then East Pakistan by the

rulers of the West.

~ His political talent was quite
considerable if one takes cue
from Moulana Akram Khan's

- o= -

Sir, I welcome the signing of
Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace
Agreement. | am certain that it
is going to be within the frame-
work of the Constitution and
that our national interest will
be protected.

would like to know as to
what would hagpcn to Shanti
Bahini Armed Cadre: whether
or not they are going to be dis-
banded. Are they gol to sur-
render their arms is point
requires clarification and in-
clusion in the peace ment.

I would like to draw atten-
tion of the government to the
fact that ess Shanti Bahini
is disbanded and their arms are
surrendered, the treaty would
not bring peace to the territory.

Maj-Gen Quazi Golam Dastgir.
H:?ﬁse 36 (New), Road 11 ),
Dhanmondi R/A,

D.

Why hartal?

Sir, It refers to the article
"Bangladesh Politics: Manifes-
tation of . Whim and
Caprice” appeared in the DS on
12.11.97 written by TMA
Samad.

The write-up is indeed a to-
tal picture of tical situation
of our country and which,
though tilted, to some extent, to
the poli party forming the
government on the way to
maintain neutrality.

One think I can't but men-

tion that the writer has

rightly said that
ture of Jumuna Bndﬁ“ v

Cculi-

existence of the father of the

is never required.
However, in respect of hartal
and barricade, it can be very

ltron{}' said that hartal could
never be observed by any politi-
cal party when it is not sup-

roﬂ.ed the and when
tis mental to the country's

no other cheice but .-

by Yousuf Jamil

comment on Mohan Mia du
the Pakistan Movement: "
there were 28 Mohan Mias in 28
districts, we would have
reached our Foal much before.”
Formerly a Muslim and
an activist in Pakistan Move-
ment for historical reasons,
Mohan Mia was first disma
and then in 1952 could not
logically agree with the Muslim

League high-command on the
point of state language. He

"-'ql'. 5
'-:l"‘-.:_ v

wanted Bangla to be the lan-
guage for the :
In 1953, he joined Sher-e-
Bangla A K Fazlul Haqué's Kr-
ishak-Sramik party and be-
came a Jukto t member of
the National Assembly. In re-
to his political spin, Pro-
essor Humayun Kabir, a cele-
brated educationist and littera-
teur of Asia, and former Indian
Cabinet Minister is quoted as
saying: "In the political arena,
Mohan Mia is a practical stu-

dent of reality as his methods
rimen-
ough he

are scientific and
tal.” For example, al

=z = |- g e = e L e e ————
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economy if hartal wg}:ll:t.m
to u?oﬂucal party. And if we
could punish the hartal-doers
of 1994-96, no political party
would have to observe
hartal after 12.6.96.
It is not unlikely that those
B s okine Al il
5 t
erm mag as the mmge:fﬁ

strument for peo-
ple's say and power.
Nur Hossain

151, Road
Dhaka-1100

Is the government
asleep?

Sir, In the media. concrete

s are being made to
h over flats that are

allocated to the occupants. But

there has been no response

from the . They can

m"m the many bureaucratic

s. not the immediate ben-

efits to the public servants and

the elected government. Is the

party in a Rip Van Win-

kle slumber? Or like that of

Kumbhokorno? Will only

Archangel Gabriel's horn

awaken them? But then it will

be too late.

/1. Moguiol
Dhaka
Flats for sale
Sir, What have computer op-
erators, te operators

and such ted technical

lephone
tor to be .
ment-built flats? Or th::

of
matter, others in the priva
sector — and all over the coun

IO | Remembering Yusuf Ali Chowdhury

layed a leading role in framing
e 1956 Constitution, the then

Pakistan's first, yet he was the
only MNA who refused to it '
on reasons that the constitu-
-tion did not reflect the is,
hopes and aspirations of the
then East Pakistan properly.

- In charity, he was one of the
Eah:tnl:rllnwg; of Pundit Iswar
a Vidyasagar: Yusuf Alj
Chowdhury made large dona-
tions for the society’s advance-
ment without thinking about
his own materialistic interests.
As the chairman (for long 17
ears) of Faridpur District
ard, he had the initia-
tve of . sinking 20,000 tube-

Vs _ was un e in
* the: ' 1 +~ “he founded

:(hhndcmul Ihsan, a philan-
ropic and mission organi-
sation for the neadjr‘{ghn were
the majority). Mohan Miah un-
derstood what 'education’
meant for the majority; and
that was the reason why he es-
tablished a couple of educa-
tional institutions of te in

ter) Faridpur like -

High School, Halima Girls’'
School etc.

His achievement,
others, was that he wi
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
Ataur Rahman, Shah Azizur
mangudm'r:{al;ge Suhrawardi
arr some
who were sure-targets of the se-
quel of Calcutta riot.

Yusuf Ali Chowdhury fore-
saw that was bound
to be a reality; and that was why
he tried to advise the erstwhile
West Pakistan to be democratic
and hand over the state
power to Mujibur Rah-
man who won the election in
1970 with people’s mandate.
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Sir, Oh! You unl Ben-
You missed US

of State and now within days

missed the Three-Nation Busi-

ness Summit! May be the gov-

ernment should -

sation for the cost to-

maximum of Taka 567
both sides benefit. Yes., the
is not new. Some Asian
' follow it!

13/6. Karad
Dhaka



