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French Senator Xavier de Villevin called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office in

'Bill on offences against
women, children
politically motivated'

By Staff Correspondent

Human rights activists at a
discussion on the Offences
against Women, Children and
Terrorism (Special Provisions)
Bill, 1997 has said provisions
in the proposed bill are self con-
tradictory and politically mo-
tivated.

It is nothing more than the

revious government's Anti-
errorism Act, 1992, they ob-
served.

The discussion was organ-
ised in the city recently by Ain-
O-Salish Kendra, an NGO. Hu-
man rights activists from the
Bangladesh National Women
Lawyers' Association,
Bangladesh Society for En-
forcement of Human Rights,
Bangladesh Legal Aid and Ser-
vices Trust, Gano Shahajja
Shangstha and the Odhikar

articipated in the discussion.

e speakers included Advocate
Zahirul Islam, Barrister Tania
Amir and Dr Naila Khan.

The speakers expressed con-
cern at the 'government's fail-
ure’ to inform the people about
the contents of the Bill,

They urged the government
to hold public debates and con-
sultations with human rights
activists on any proposed law
which is likely to have an im-
pact on fundamental rights of
citizens.

They also demanded re-
moval of certain provisions

; fmm the bill rélating to terror-
sm,

"We do not support enact-

Star Correspondent

at JU assaulted

By Staff Correspondent

Jahangirnagar University
(JU) correspondent of The Daily
Star was assaulted by a group of
student activists of 'a major po-
litical party' on the campus yes-
terday. :

Govinda Bar was attacked by
the group of four when he was
returning to his hostel room at
about 2 pm.

It was alleged that the stu-
dent activists attacked the Star
correspondent as they were dis-
satisfied at a news item pub-
lished about a year ago.

The JU units of Bangladesh
Students’ Union, Human Rights
Journalists’ Forum and JU
Journalists' Association
protested the incident and de-
manded punishmeng to the per-

- sons involved in the attack.

ment of special laws on vio-
lence against women and chil-
dren as these only result in
iecemeal changes and have
urther impact on the right to
fair trial”, one s er said.
They urged the government
to review the gen laws such
as the Penal Code and Dowry
Prohibition Act to ensure the
rights of women and children
and their protection against
violence.

DU to confer

From Page 1
habuddin Ahmed, the Educa-
tion Minister and the Chair-
man of Bangladesh National
Commission for UNESCO.

He will call on Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina and Forei
Minister Abdus Samad Azad,
and meet newspaper editors and
intellectuals tomorrow.

The University of Dhaka
will confer honorary de of
Doctor of Science (D Sc)
causa on Prof Dr Federico
Mayor ‘today.

e Vice Chancellor of the
university Prof A K Azad
Chowdhury disclosed this at a

ess briefing at his residence
unday.

The VC will confer the
on behalf of the Chancellor of
the University and President of
Bangladesh Shahabuddin
Ahmed at a special convocation
to be held at 4.30 pm on the day
at the TSC auditorium.

The VC said that the degree
will be confered on Federico
Mayor for his excellent aca-
demic performances in the field
of science and his works for the
cause of humanity and cultural
developments.

Born in Barcelona, Spain on
January 27, Mayor was edu-
cated at the University of
Madrid where he obtained doc-
torate in Pharmacy in 1958.

He devoted the first part of
his career to teaching and re-
search, with special emphasis
on prenatal biochemistry and
detection and treatment of
children suffering from conge-
nial defects.

In 1967, Mayor launched the

"National Plan for the Preven-

tion fér Mental Retardation”
aimed at reducing mental hand-
icaps in Spanish children.

A year later. he was named

Rector of the University of |

Grenada.

Govt step i

year's lacklustre performance
in industrial sector was mahﬂy
due to a tight monetary policy,"

said a top executive of a private
bank, en industries are af-
fected, this also has spillover
effect on the banking circle.”
This year. monetary policy
was being relaxed to improve
performance of the industrial
sector. Suddenly, this process is
being changed by increasing the
cost of funds, said the MCCI

functionary. The intention ap-
ﬁears to be controlling infla-
OT1.

"Inflation is definitely unde-
sirable. But the real reason be-
hind inflation should be first
identified,” he said.

It is now believed that the in-
flationary pressure was de-
mand-pushed, and not supply-
generated. To contain this,
credit squeeze is a wrong mea-

sure, experts say.

"On one hand, the govern-
ment is borrowing from the
banks t- m=et the loss in state
owned « nterprises, and its own
increasing establishment cost,
as revealed by figures given by
the central bank. On the other
har-, it is restricting funds for
the private sector. This is a self-

@
ll-advised
defeating way of containing in-
flation,” sald a leading en-
trepreneur in the leather sector.

nstead of checking this
trend, decision'was taken to in-

crease the cost of funds for pro-
ductive sectors. This, in all .

likelihood, will backfire on the
:cné'mmjr, the MCCI functionary

Increase in bank rate is not
even justified for deposit mobil-
isation. Deposits with banks,
particularly time deposits,
which are influenced by inter-
est rate have already increased
by Tk 799 cr during July-
September this year.

"The whole situation shows,
with all r:s;l:_ilect to policymak-
ers, very adhoc and disjointed
approach to tackle the eco-
nomic issues, the MCCI says. .

In fact, the timing of the
monetary restriction is not ap-
propriate in view of the fact
that external demand for
Banﬁ]]adcshi products is provid-
ing the basis for increased ac-
tivities in the industrial sector.

It may be mentioned that
even for the readymade gar-
ment sector, the next quarter
may be quite difficult as the reg-
istration of back-to-back let-

ters of credit du the July-
September 1997 d ed by two
per cent.

Published by

Editor : Mahfuz Anam
the Editor from City

Publishing House Ltd, 90 Kakrail,

Dhaka-1000 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-
1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: House No: 11,.Road No: 3,
Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX: 500092-4, Commercial: 500091,
Fax No: 88-02-863035, GPO Box No: 3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR,
DHAKA. Internet edition address: http://www.dailystarnews.com
and Email address: dstar@bangla.net

‘birds,

........

— PID photo

French Senator
calls on PM

The visiting French Senator
Xavier de Villevin called on
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at her office in the city yester-
day, reports BSS.

Chairman of the Senate
Permanent Committee on For-
eign Affairs, Defence and
Armed Forces, Villevin referred
to the existing good relations
between Bangladesh and
France, and hoped that the eco-
nomic cooperation would con-
tinue to strengthen.

He also praised the leader-
ship of Sheikh Hasina for her
endeavour for the development
of adesh.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina told the Senator that
the existing bilateral relations
between the two countries are
w:rE excellent in all spheres.

arlier, the French Senator
also called on Foreign Minister’
Abdus Samad Azad at his office
in the afternoon.

Senator De Villevin is now
in the capital to attend the first-
ever 'French week and trade
show' which was inaugurated
on Sunday by President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed.

PM to visit quake
victims in Ctg
today

CHITTAGONG, Nov 24:
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
will visit the port city of Chit-
tagong tomorrow to see the Fri-
day's earthquake victims, re-

The Prime Minister will go
to Chittagong Medical College
Hospital where the injured are
undergoing treatment.

She also visit the
Hamjarbagh
thana wh
ing collapsed after the tremor
shook the district on Friday af-
ternoon. :

The Prime Minister is
scheduled to return to the capi-
tal in the aftermoon.

Holzman meets
Khaleda

us Ambassador to
Bangladesh John C Holzman
met BNP Chairperson and
Leader of the Opposition in

Parliament m eda Zia
at her Minto official resi-

dence yesterday, UNB.
They discu matters re-
lating to bilateral interests.
Party leader M Morshed
Khan MP and MM Rezaul Karim
were present during the meet-
ing, said a press release,

Pallas’ Eagle

From Page 1
ing there, they estimated.
Unless authorities move

fast. nothing is going to stop the
expanding cla%ranguf a local

; has been lease
mwml_ b given lease

spot at
in Panchlaish

'Itllhome't'duﬁumberaf’

vegetation, fish and
includin migrntnr;f
birds from the cold climates”,
Anisuzzaman Khan, Executive
Director of Nature Conserva-
tion Movement (NACOM) and
an expert on wetland birds, told
The Daily Star.

He accompanied a team of
experts and conservationists
which visited the area between
November 10 and 13. The team
included Anwarul Islam head of
the Bangladesh chapter of
[UCN, Manzurul Hannan Khan,
an official of the Ministry of-
Forests and Environment, SMA
Rashid, Dr Golam Mostafa and
Ms Nargis Joarder. They sur-
veyed the latest status of the
majestic bird.

said the lessee claims
that since he has taken the
wetland, he has staked his
claim on the forests on its
bank.

The lake has been leased to
him for fishing but not for
wiping out the trees on its
banks, said Wing Commander
(retd) Enam ul Haque an emi-

8 s of

nent bird watcher who was the

first Bangladeshi to travel to
Antarctica on an ition.
He also visits the area regu-
larly and for urgent in-
tervention by the authorities.
He said he recently visited
village and saw the ea-
gles nesting. If the forest is
cleared, it would deprive them
of nests for and elimi-
nate the eagles from Bangla-

a five-storey build-

1

‘fices in
other industrial belts  on.

PCJSS, Sh-.ati

@he Baily Star

EPB to formulate
guidelines for issuing

GSP certificates

The Export Promotion Bu-
reau (EPB) has been asked to
formulate the guidelines for is-
suing export certificates for

garments under the
one and two stage transforma-
tions of the GSP, reports UNB.

The directive was given from
a meeting of the Advisory
Committee on Commerce and
Industries, in the city yesterday
with committee chairman and
Commerce and Industries Min-
ister Tofael Ahmed in the chair.

The meeting stressed the
need for utilising the opportu-
nities created from the relax-
ation of the rules of origin
clause of the Generalised Sys-
tem of Preference (GSP) by the

Eu Commission.
The meeting decided that the
EPB would formulate the guide-

lines on the issuance of
certificates in consultation
with the h Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) and the
- m;i EK:ltwﬂr Manufac-
urers porters Associa-
issue
certificates as early as ptﬂ:ol:
Besides, the pervious provision
of issuing certificates under the
three-stage transformation sys-
tem 11::“] remain eﬂecﬂv?’ -
meeting that
would result in substan-
increase in the of
readymade garments and
knitwears to the European
Union countries, the largest
market for adesh.
It also c u the BG-
MEA and the BKMEA to provide
necessary advice in order to en-

Boy rescued,

one arrested

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested an alleged
child lifter from the city's Agar-
area and rescued a two-
-old boy from Karapur vil-

in Barisal on Sunday.

The boy identified as Rubel
S TGheE tREES oy Mot o
in on

November 12, police ‘anj
The Dhaka M tan Po-
lice handed over Rubel, son of

Ahad Ali, and the arrested man,
Omar Faruk, 22, to Habigan|
police yesterday.

The motive behind the al-
le ~d kidnapping could not be
k: own immediately. Ahad and

Faruk both wor as masons
in Sylhet.
ad told police that he had

a quarrel with Faruk a couple of

days before his son was kid-

napped from their house in

Hatunda village under Chu-
t thana.

narugha
But, Ahad and hE:n
lice ngu not tra]g b'l:lpﬂ-l
Sylhet and its a areas.
Later, Ahad filed a case with
Chunarughat thana on Novem-
ber 21 apprehen that his
son was either or held
hostage somewhere in Dhaka.
He informed the incident to
the Detective Branch of the
DMP a couple of days .ADB
team then started rai dif-
ferent of the city and ar-
rested Faruk from the roof of an
under-construction building in

Fﬂ ' the confession of

the man, the DB police
rescued Rubel from the house of
Abdul Mannan, a relative of
Faruk, in Barisal.

Jute mill workers’
strike, rail-road
barricade Dec 8, 9

Jute Mills Wurknrn—E;Floy*
ees Action Council will orce
a 48-hour strike in mills and
industries, and a dawn-to-dusk
rall and road barricade pro-

g:.mme in industrial belts of
country on December 8-9,
reports

a two-day convention of the
Jute Mills Workers-Empl
Action Council, Cotton and
Textile Workers-Employees
Federation and Textile Mill
Sramik held in the city
on Saturgafﬂ.

They also observe sit-in

mmmc in front of BJMC,
_ and BTMA head offices
in Dhaka and gherao mill of-
Khulna and

November 26. Besides, meet-
ings, rallies and processions

be o from Decem-
ber 1 to 6 at all mills and facto-
ries in the country.

 Bhaghijuri villages.

. for the customary
.a Prime Minister. | also didn't

sure maximum utilisation of
the opportunities given by the
EC

The meeting also elaborately
discussed various problems re-
lating to expansion of trade and
investment, and their possible
remedies.

Tofael Ahmed told the meet-
ing that the government is
committed to remove the im-
pediments on the way to ex-
panding trade and industry as it
attaches top priority to trade
and {nvestment.

The mernt was extend-
ing all kinds of supports to the
private sector, he said, addi
that all concerned should
together for incre the ex-
port of the country.,

Privatisation Board Chair-
man Kazi Zafarullah,
Bangladesh Finished Leather
and Leather Goods ers
Association President AKM
Rahmatullah MP, Commerce
Secretary Syed Alamgir Farook
Chowdhury, Industries Secre-
tary KM lzazul Haq. National
Board of Revenue Chairman
Shah Abdul Hannan, MCCI
President Samson H Chowd-
hury, DCCI President ASM
Quasem, BCI President Sharif
Afzal Hossain, Bankers' Asso-
ciation President Abdul Awal

Minto, BTMA President M
Shahjahan, BKMEA President
Monzurul Haque, BGMEA
President Mostala Golam Qud-
dus., and representatives of
FBCCI, Bangladesh Bank amd
concerned ministries and de-

[nn.mmt: attended the meet-
ng.

Pre-polls violence
in Gopalgan;:
30 injured

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Nov 24: At
least 30 people were injured in a
clash between the su s of
two rival Union Parishad
chairman candidates at
Gopinathpur and Bhaghujuir
under Ha}ug)?ju union of the
Sadar thana this morning.

According to witnesses, the
su ers of two candidates,
Moksud Ali Khan and Hafizur
Rahman Khan Mukul, clashed
brought out separate proces-
sions at the Gopinathpur and

supporters of two
chairman candidates clashed
with lethal weapons and crack-
ers. The clash left more than 30
people injured, five critically. It
contin from8amto 11 am.

Foreign ship

seized at Mongla

From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, Nov 24: Mongla
ship on

ice a f
gilnday night as it was leaving
the port with 6930 metric tons
of urea fertiliser without

it over to the im r
:-endmg porte

The vessel MV Alkatros-3
anchored at the on Novem-
ber 6. Captain of the ship has
also been asked not to leave the
port without permission. =

Ershad doubts two
leaders’ belief

in democracy

By Staff Correspondent
Former President H M Er-

| shad has questioned the coun-

try's two top political leaders'

belief in :
"We always about dia-
logue but we cannot sit

in the Jatiya Sangsad for the
purpose... But we can meet at
the cantonment... Do we really
believe in the ideals of democ-
racy?" he commented during a
Erm conference at the Jatiya

‘Party office at Baridhara in the

city yesterday.

e was referring tc the brief
exchange of words between
Prime Minister Sheikl. Hasina
jnd Leader of the Opposition ntilal

atiya Sangsad Khal
Zia at a w the Sena
Kunja on the Armed Forces
Day on Friday. Ershad was also
t at the function.
"I stood in. respect to the
Prime Minister and exc
leasantries with her. But the
sition leader didn't bother
behaviour to

find them talking to each other
cordially... they exchanged only

a few words."

CHT accord unlikely

of a memorandum of under-
standing as new complications
have arisen following ‘the de-
I;mamr.:l:: n:lade bﬂv 531 hard-
ners and aired e close
to them. i
Shantu Larma has joined
his sendor colleagues and the
brass of the military of
Bahini, at
Dudukchhara, a tiny frontier
hamlet in Khagrachhari. His
team is likely to be flown to the
city by a military helicopter
tomorrow morni
About 25 sq km area around
Dudukchhara had been demili-
tarised and the border guard
Yontu neutralised on November
1 to facilitate arrival of the
PCJSS top brass from their
headquarters in Bishnupur,
southern Tripura, across the
border, ahead of the earlier
;:h?ﬁluled meeting on Novem-
But,the was deferred
when EhmTﬂnngrmn informed
the NCCHT that he had fallen
'ill'. He sent a co re-

uesting that the be
| :']nfhedn&r November 27. B?.& the

NCCHT pr;é:oscd it to be on
November 26, which was agreed
by PCJSS,: :

The PCJSS leaders already
camping at Dudukchhara had
sent fee through the tribes-
men and local correspondents
that they would not sign an

eement unless they receive
the draft of it which was

i sl ot

They also stated that th

miceis on poer andl authoty of
on power authority o

a proposed nal !I:c;rl.lmztﬁr to
oversee the administration, po-
lice and land management.

They are also pressing for
enrolment of their armed
cadres in security forces includ-
ing police, after resettlement of
the settlers elsewhere from
tribal lands. '

Earlier, Mrinal Chakma,
leader of Humanities Protec-
tion Forum, who is believed to
be close to PCJSS and based in
Tripura's capital rtala, in
an interview with BBC a

to prime ministers of |
Ban

a and
adesh to see that the
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| Khaleda addresses

public meet at
Bagerhat today

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 24: BNP
Ch son and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament Be-
gum Khaleda Zia is scheduled to
address a public meeting at
Bagerhat at Khanjahan Ali Col-
lege maidan tomorrow after-
noon.

Meanwhile, Awami .
BCL and Juba League have
jointly announced a dawn-to-
dusk road barricade pro-
gramme here togﬁjrrn:f in
protest against the ngof BL
College unit BCL leader Ma-
munur Rashid Lipon and in
demand for arrest of the killers.

Begum Zia's scheduled pass-
ing through the city on way to
Bagerhat and the rul.'lnﬁa;mrtg."l
barricade programme have fu-
elled tension in the city.

On way to Bagerhat via
Khulna, Begum Zia is likely to
address street rallies at Phul-
tala. Phulbari gate, Dakbunga-
low square and Rupsha ferry
ghat in the city.

The ruling party has also
taken up similar programmes
at the same places.

871 more tribals
return home

KHAGRACHHARI, Nov 24: A
total of 871 tribal refugees of
148 families came back home
from the Indian state of Tripura
today, the fourth day of the
fourth phase of repatriation,
reports UNB.

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Nurunnabi Chowdhury
received the tribesmen at Ta-
balchhari transit point in
Matiranga thana of the district
at 9 am.

Ten tribals of two families,
who were scheduled to come
back, did not turn up due to ill-
ness, officials said.

BNP : UP polls

From Page 1
tempt by the ru arty to
the puﬁz::r mm“f?but:!{he r:‘
sults, meeting sources said.

Party chiefl and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament Be-

um Khaleda Zia . ed over
the mceu.rﬁ held at her Minto
Road official residence.

h;t also ::::pn:;ned cuncemls at
what it called deteriorating law
and order centring the UP polls
and blamed ruling party-backed
'terrorists’ for this.

Standing Committee mem-
bers Prof
Choudhury, M Saifur Rahman,
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, Khan-
dakar Delwar Hossain, Khan-
dakar Mosharraf Hossain, Ab-
dus Salam Talukdar, Choud-
hury Tanvir Ahmed Siddiqi, R A
Ghani, Rafiqul Islam Mia, Abdul
Matin Choudhury and Khan-

dakar Mahbub Hossain at--

tended the meeting.
PM’s directive

Rafiqul Islam briefed the Prime
Minister in detail about the
overall situation in Hamjerbagh
area rocked by the tremor on
Friday afternoon.

The Prime Minister also
asked the authorities to be
equipped with rescue operation
materials to face the disaster
like earthquake and take disas-
ter preparedness programme
with more caution.

Hasina also directed the
Public Works Ministry to a
report on whether the b%
that collapsed had due app
for construction.

She also instructed the
Health Minister to set up an in-
tensive care unit (ICU) at Chit-

Medical College Hospital
imimediately. . o ooPt

Later, the Prime Minister at
a separate meeting at the Secre-
tariat office reviewed the pro-
jects under the Ministries of
Commerce and Industries. En-
vironment and Forest, Law, In-
formation and Planning, and
asked all concerned to gear up
the works for timely implemen-
tation of the projects.

Gulshan lake

From Page 1

Ahmed, issued the rule upon the
Housing and Public Works Sec-
Etary, C{.:}lgjn:lagf of RAJUK,

rector €r Department
of Environment, and Indus Val-
Icgd Investments Private Lim-
ited,

The rule, issued yesterday on
a writ tion filed Bang-
ladesh Environmental Lawyers
Association (BELA), has been
made returnable within eight
weeks.

The court has also called for
records relating to the agree-
ment from the respondents.

The petition cha]lcrﬂng the
‘B -Gulshan-Baridhara
Lake Development Project

ement” was filed by Mirza
ossain Haider on behalf of
BELA and was moved by Dr
Kamal Hossain, senior advo-
cate, Su Court.

It questioned the authority
of UK in lea out a total
area of 220 acres blic land
of the Banani, Gulshan and
Baridhara Lake area to the In-
dus Valley Pte Ltd for undertak-
:r.nf huge construction in the

d area ng and violating
legal constitutional re-

Dr Kamal Hossain was as-
sisted Advocates Mirza Hos-
sain Haider, Bdhreen Khan and

PCJSS demands were accepted. | Igbal Kabir, said a press release.

Q M Badruddoza -

Garments worker raped_
In city: d arrested

By Staff Correspondent

A teenage garments factory
worker was allegedly gang-
raped by a group of five
men in a house at R K Mission
Road at city's Motijheel area
Sunday night.

Police arrested all the
membeérs, aged between 18
20, yesterday morning on
charges of raping the 18-year-

nm‘l%le'l-anuted men

allegedly
the th
:-:lglf?frmn fl:lm.lt 9:30 pm tEiuﬂ:l:

day. They released her tar?
yesterday. police

mom :
Motijheel identified
the accused as Swapan,

Ibrahim, Babul, Abul Hasan
and Ariful.

The gang attacked the girl
when she was returning to
?:uth Mugdal:}ara house from

e Farrncntn actory in Moti-
ﬂ]“ arca. The attackers took

er to a tin-shed house at R K
Mission Road at about 9:30 pm.

The young girl who hails
from Shariatpur went to her
house at about 6 am yesterday.
Later, she along with her sister,

Fast unto death

Nirmal Sen’s
.condition

WOrsens

By Staff Correspondent

Nirmal Sen, a senior jour-
nalist of the country, who
‘fast unto death’ at the Jatiya
Press Club Sunday has become
physically weak, attending doc-
tors said yesterday.

An ambulance has been
ready to shift him to hospital.
Earlter the Civil Surgeon,
Dhaka sent his personal physi-
cian and anothter doctor to at-
tend Sen.

Yesterday, he was also per-
sonally checked by State Minis-
ter for Health Dr Amanullah.
He issued a prescription for
him. Later his blood pressure
became abnormal and the doc-
tors advised him to the shifted
to hospital, which he declined.

Until early afternoon he
talked with his colleagues
squatting on a mat. But he could
not rise from his makeshift bed
compl of weakness.

A stream of visitors contin-
ued to visit the noted columnist
and a left-wing politician. The
visitors included BNP leader
Abdus Salam Talukder, Gano
Forum president Dr Kamal
Hossain, CPB leader Mujahidul
Islam Selim, Diflp Barua of
Sammyabadi Dal and poet
Shamsur Rahman, also a for-
mer chief editor of the Dainik

B .
) all
on his fast urged the gov-
ernment to his demands.
He went on a fast
demand for payment of dues to
the journalists and employees
of Dainik Bangla, Bichitra,
Anando Bichitra and the
esh Times, shut down

by the government on October
for privatisation.

e government also asked
the journalists and emp
of the publications to take vol-
untary retirement by October 30
and announced a
24 crore to their dues. It has
also exten the deadline for
opting for retirement until
November 30 in an announce-
ment coinciding with Sen's

fasting.
journalists

andBUtﬁumoft}lihe blica
employees o pu -
tions have so far declined to re-

sign and demanded full fuy-
1':11'.-.1'1g t of termination t.

Aug 15 coup

From Page 1
tion, the witness said he, later,
had heard that coup and
counter coup had taken in
the army on November 3 and
November 7, 1975, led by
Brigadier Khaled Mosharraf

sSepoys vely.

Major Ziauddin said he con-
tinued with 'his job under Mar-
tial Law like all other people of
different professions.

The -42 will be cross-ex-
amined by Sharfuddin Mukul,
the defence counsel for former
minister Taheruddin Thakur,
when the trial.resumes in the
court of Judge Kazi Golam Rasul
at 9:30 am today.

Power
From Page 1
have already started violating
t{lf agret?:encntu. Both have
changed ormance guar-
antee on theil:g:.-n." said Ejnf-
ficial.

The 10 million US dollar
performance guarantee, re-
quired to be paid in one instal-
ment within one month of sign-
ing the final accord. has been
divided into two instalments.
And now these companies are

tal of 1.5 million dollars th two

instalments.

The Minister, in Oc-
tober-Novem last year, had
repeatedly assured that by the
end of 1997, -mounted

ts would start ng at
ast 300 MW to the na-
tional grid. But no has

The PDB Chairman could
be reached over telephone
his views on the issue.

of Tk.

came to Motijheel thana and
informed police about the inci-
dent.

Motijheel police immedi-
ately raided the house at R K
Mission Road and arrested the
five men.

The ts worker filed a
case with Motijheel thana un-
der the Women and Children
Repression Act of 1995. Mean-
while, police sent the girl to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal for medical examination.

Two escape from
Mirpur thana:
SI closed

By Staff Correspondent

Two arrested persons es-
caped from Mirpur thana in the
city Sunday afternoon.

A ﬂullne sub-inspector,
Faruk Hossain, was closed fol-
lowing the incident, e said

sterday, adding that the SI
ad arrested the two from the
Kalyanpur area.
aten, 24, and Faruk. 25,
managed to escape from the
thana after they were taken
there at about 6 . They were
arrested from Kalyanpur ba-
zaar area on charges of ex-
tortion.

Mirpur police, however,
could not give details about how
the two escaped from the thana
compound.

A senior police official said
they were yet to confirm whe-
ther the arrested men fled away
or escaped with the help of
policemen in the thana.

12 telephone sets
recovered at ZIA

The Customs surveillance
tean: at Zia International Air-
port recovered 12 mobile tele-

hone sets from the transit
ounge %t;qtgt airport lastnight,

Officials said the Customs
men recovered the abandoned
telephone sets worth about Tk
2.5 lakh from the lounge at
about ] 1.30 pm.

Transport strike

From Page 1|
demanded dissolution of the
newly-formed Truck Sramik
Union of Rajshahi.

Leaders of the Motor Sramik
Union of Rajshahi, Cha-
painawabganj, Naogaon, Na-
tore, mlt and Pabna
jointly the strike in a
press conference this afternoon
at the Rajshahi Motor Sramik
Union office. The conference
was addressed by Mahbub
Alam, Mozammel Hoque, Ka-
mal Hossain and Rafiqul Islam.

Ershad

From Page 1

he said late President Ziaur
Rahman's policy of settling
‘non-tribals in the h areas
proved to be . 'As the
chief of staff . I had
noth to with the move...
We to carry out the

ment's order to fight the
Shantibahinimen. I had no

scope to disobey the President.”
he said

The JP chairman said he
does not feel the need for keep-

B the Goublan poluts fie the

in the trou

CHT once peace is restored, but
suggested that the cantonments
must remain there.

For a solution to the
CHT ., he that
the tibahini members sur-
render arms to the President or
the Prime Minister throu a
formal announcement the

overnment must rehabilitate

m glmpuly.
of the party Naziur Rahman
Manju and central leader Sar-
dar d Hossain assisted the
party chief in the news confer-
ence.

Gujral

From Page 1
1996 elections, would now have

to topple the ﬁnu'nmt or face
the humiliation of backing

New elections would
give India its fifth government
within two . India’'s presi-

dent, however, could also call
for the formation of a new

mé‘-;}f];‘en expected to table

: a
motion of no-confidence today,
instead chose to force an ad-
journment, its members caus-

lnf pandemonium and
all debate impossible by
chanting 'Expel the DMK, save

Their action. int ed as
a delaying tactic, was later de-
fended by the party. A
spokesman said it could not
withdraw su as it had not
received an al reply from
on their ultimatum for

the DMK s ouster.
er Purmo Sus-
notice g “h:dnhamm
. arguing it -
taken ‘by 'mindless mockery’

following similar adjourn-
ments on Thursday and ge
Shard PI-ilr. of t
C"ﬁ“ parliamentary wing,
said party would now need a
day or two to take te
nczon' to consider '8 bet-
ter.



