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Antl-corruptlon Gyratlons

A prominent Bangla daily yesterday made a
laudable attempt to respond to a largely unwhetted
public spirit of inquiry. The paper reveals that 711
cases of investigation and arraignment instituted
by the anti-corruption bureau (BAC) against stal-
v 'rts of yester years hang fire. The processes have
h  '~d year after year because of writs filed by the
peisu.. or persons concerned or by their requests
for revision before the higher court.

There have been 93 instances of investigations
and case proceedings reportedly coming to a halt
due to the writs. But, by far a larger number of 618
cases pend as the accused persons or groups sought
revision of lower court verdict at the higher court
with the standard procedures set in motion in that
behalf.

The accused file writs by showing procedural or
other defects and the courts too are cognisant of
these in appropriate cases. Obviously the anti-cor-
ruption bureau has to streamline its approach so
as to render it iron-clad from the legal point-of
view.

We have a feeling that the anti-corruption bu-
reau stands in need of adequate legal counselling
before proceeding on a case. This can't be ensured
by a retired district judge heading a law wing in the
bureau or the cooperation routinely sought from
the Attorney General through the Solicitor-Gener-
al's office in the Law Ministry. The law ministry
will have to devise ways for strengthening the pro-
cess of making out cases properly and plugging the
legal holes to quicken their disposal.

We are quite alive to the right of the individual
to seek protection from higher courts and our re-
spects for the judiciary hardly need any reitera-
tion. Yet could the Law Ministry clear the air about
the pending corruption cases and help make the
provisions against corruption functional and ef-
fective?

Thoroughly Pointless

Perhaps this is only possible in Bangladesh.
Wasting resources through shortsightedness and
mismanagement. Normally the buzz word in the
Third World is want of resources. We here seem
hell-bent on proving to the world that even re-
source constrained countries can afford the suici-
d=! luxury of not only failing to make the optimal
use of whatever little they have but also squander-
ing them. Why modern medical equipment capable
of alleviating the sufferings of thuusands would
remain idle because of ‘poor pl his-
managemerit of the authorities? But that Iﬁs&ff
the case at five government hospitals where ac-
cording to a report published in this daily yester-
day. cobalt therapy machines — deemed pretty ef-
fective nowadays in cancer treatment, are lying
idle. And what is the reason?

The report says that these machines were in-
stalled back in 1996 but could not be made opera-
tional because of a ‘code displacement’. How on
earth is that possible if the people who were in

charge of them were up to the snuff and sufficiently
responsible? And how can one rationalise delay of
as long as six months in merely identifying the
codes and another six months to reset them? One
would struggle to find another devilish concoction
of ineptitude and procrastination. That there was
little planning about the whole thing becomes
clear when we hear that hospital authorities are
awaiting Chinese experts for the ‘grand opening’ of
these inoperative healers when they have in their
ranks people trained from China exclusively for
that purpose. What is the point of it all? Whether it
is foreign aid or investment from internally mo-
bilised resources why should there be such a
quixotic demonstration in the name of manage-
ment and planning at all? More so in a poor coun-
try like ours where modern medicare is practically
a luxury for an overwhelming majority of the pop-
ulation. Is not it criminal to be so very glaringly
careless about public money? This sickening syn-
drome has almost become our national trait.

How long shall we continue to pay for putting
cart before the horses ?
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Goodly Boost for a Minority

Whatever one feels about these beauty contests,
the recent world pageants of both Miss Universe
and Miss World have offered the subcontinent, In-
dia to be precise, platters full of pride and warmth.
For three years running Sushmita and Aisharyya
and Diana have been literally sweeping these con-

tests. Very evidently there has been a shift in the
ideas of the beauty of the human female form, in-

tions. Plainly it's no more a whites-only world.

Anglo-Indians are an inalienable part of the In-
dian society. From all accounts, they seem to be a
pretty remote lot. That cannot be true for whatever
lives, lives because of certain positive factors.
However, it is true that except for Aparna Sen's
touching portrayal of this community in 36.
Chowringhee Lane, theirs has been a presence un-
| registered in the arts and literature, the sciences
and administration of the Indian soctety. We felt
very good when Diana Hayden, an Anglo-Indian
from Bombay Became Miss Universe on Sunday.
| This, we hope, would give her community a
tremendous boost. In so many ways. They have

been a very sporting people even in the direst of
| times.

Human beauty is mostly a matter of subjective
perception. Even then it is very likely that some of
world's most beautiful young women must now be
living in the subcontinent. And beauties at that
level are no more duds. Yes, some of the smartest

youngest people live in these parts. That feels bet-

ter.
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fluenced no doubt by the changing global equa--

Current Growth Prospects

The biggest weakness of Bangladesh economy today s tt. perlu#nee stagnancy of
manufacturing sector which grew by 5.3 per cent in 1995-96 and the rate came down

to only 3.3 per cent in 1996-97.

HE first half of the current fiscal year
(1997-98), will be completed within just
over a month. During this ?eriud
production of Aman crop wﬂl criticall
determine the current h prospects of thc
culture sector. If last year's pattern of
agriculture-led growth is repeated, then the
course of the economy will be largely determined
the end of the current calendar year. It is
erefore :]!‘mchct.u look into the current gmwth
ts of the economy.

Itpl.;can extremely hazardous task, no doubt,
since quarterly data of key economic variables
are available, if at all, in a sporadic and
meal manner. Notwithstanding this serious
limitation, | am this task, si
because lot of le are anxious to know
present status of . 'Which way are
we heading? | face this question, several times
every day. The task is also essential since offi-
cial pronouncements cannot afford to

any in ndent assessment which is also polit-
ically acc ble. On the other hand, the
sition would alwa “z try to draw the im te
prospects with d paints.

F‘irut of all, let us look at what ha m:d in
the previous year. The GDP
during 1996- 9? which was 5 u hl
5.3 munt growth rate achir:md du ng ]995—

contributor to GDP was

thc phtnomcnnl bumper crops in successive
seasons, so much so that the entire

agriculture sec-

tor grew by an [

The domestic demand for manufactured
goods and services are also lagging behind. at
present . erefore, if farmers receive a fair re-
turn from ¢ sman harvest, domestic demand
for manufactured goods and services are defi-
nitely going to be pulled up during the next 7
months. It can be further reinforced if such fair
returms are maintained for the subsequent Rabi

crops. This is one area where a growth inducin
programme is long over due. € prospects o
fmmediate demand pull effects are realisable
within the fiscal year and its probable infla-
tionary effects need not us at this s
Prices are fairly stable now. [n fact, retail
of rice are low by any standard and middle-class
mltnfhvmlf utlmmﬂmreufmﬂnmu

mited in

udgc any possible
inflationary lmpuct on mnj of our popula-
tion. A t ::allu
for a fair rcturn lu

However, the major Lhrunl to manufm:turinf
growth should originate in the internationa
market. The first quarter performance of gar-

ment was What about other manu-

fact export? Tndajr. export growth is too
much dent on garments only. Investment
in manufacturing in recent past show certain

. New mlntl]:gctunng enterprises have
come on stream in export processing zones.
With a settlement of the crisis i?lg shrimp
export as as revival of leather sub-sector,
prospects of a relatively more diversified export
base may be

ssible before

unpm::mlt;ggt ﬂhe .lem:l of the

cent in . - scal year.

7 against 3.7 WIndOW Ol"l ASIa There have

g‘ ccm in 1995- been persistent
The question allegations that

is can we cxpec’t ‘I:I'LII' manufactur-

the repeat per-
formance of suc-
cessive record
harvest during current fiscal year?

I doubt it since performance of culture
sector is too much d dent on weather. Natu-
ral disasters are also frequent. Farmers of
Bangladesh are fully aware of weather induced
variability of crop production. It would there-
fore not be reasonable to put too much reliance
on agriculture for growth of GDP.

Industry, manufacturing in cular, has
been the prime mover of economic . His-
turical this has remained valid — the world

Igitst weakness of Bangladesh econ-
um}r toda i stence of man-
ufacturmg sector which grew by 5.3 per cent in
lBBEQﬁmdLheratecnmedownmonlyaapcr
cent in 1996-97. Remember, 1995-96 was a har-
tal ridden year while the fulluwing year was po-
litically much more stable. Yet, in man-
ufacturing did not pick up. It may also be noted
'tj]:i]uth:r Asian c;:tnr;lrlu at dlimﬂlr lm

opment experi over 10 per cent
of manufacturing and we could not exceed half
that figure and even that became unattainable in
the recent past.

Prospects of Aman crop during the next 45
days are good. It may equal the harvest size of
previous year but may not exceed it since there
were lack of rain at the critical flowering stage
inn:rta.intrnnu lantadhmannrmnfmﬂmm

mrlut arnvals of frui
O Iht rehurin Gort mm
vest but returns were In the reverse
contribution to GDP growth tends to
marginal. There must be revival of mlnufactur
Lng and the share of manufact in
must expand on a sustainable scale. How-
{m:m:nt rends are otherwise. The share fell
per cent in 1996-97. With such lack-luster
rformance, it would be difficult, if not impos-
3ib1e to equal even the previous GDP growth
rates of around 5 per cent.

It seems that the official outlook on the
prospects of manufacturing growth is also
rather bearish. Within this ume of the current
fiscal year, the government should have put in
p!ac:e a stro revivaliat programme, consisting
of, among others, a huge expansion of export

ruceasing zones, mnsmgctlon of fa build-
Mgsmadeavaﬂahlcnnhircpmchaubam ad-
equate financing for import of machinery and
equipment and a highly supportive administra-
tjw: l(:'inu::lu«jing custom clearance) process for
man development. Earlier, I had sug-
gested that the government should net up a Fac-
tory Development Company for su m‘:ﬁ
made factory buildings, like apartments with
utilities provided, to investors whn would then
install the equipment and be operational within
3 to 6 months only. In Thailand, the govern-
ment-owned 'factory devel uufgggcnt company’
played the lead rolc in man uring develop-

J&h

ing enterprises
are not competi-
tive. Even with-
in the domestic market, they are losing out to
imported goods from India. Tmrtllt is one area
where growth prospects are supposed to be
absolutely enormous since backward linkages
to garment mdunu?r alone can lead to a hu

nsion of manufacturing. Yet, the reality

erwise. We are limping on the growth trnck
The obvious conclusion is: handicaps are too
ntrfung and we may not be fully aware of them all
so far.

Two obvious limitations which are often re-
ported in the newspapers include lack of bank
credit to meet needs of enterprises and
the other is shortage of electricity. However,
within this fiscal year, the gverrmmnt may try
to resolve the quuidlty lem of ::purt -ori-
ented manufact but | doubt if power lly
can be a ted within this lhort It B
to the discredit of the government that the ad-
ministrative processing of the proposals from
lndepcnd:nt wer rnductrl require much

er than 1 , while it is stipulated

lhn those clacu'icitg t.lnlf units must come

on stream within 10 months. If bureaucratic de-

lays could be avoided. then a huge positive

I'wnﬁedwnuld be visible immediately. Certain
sions are called for.

Apart from

the
of the

by ports
mhwom:ufth:luﬂmllﬂ:

hnux.'lng is another sector of lctivl
tentials of expansion are cunniuhlt ‘g;
thousands of a ts under-construction in
Dhaka at psesent are all geared to the upscale
market where possibility of a glut is consider-
able in the very near future;
are in tremendous short supply. A
ral works programme will also boost up rural
income and through multiplier cffect: con-
tribute more than the net outlay in Taka to GDP.
The expanded telecom services by private sector
com es, independent power producers and
other interested private investors in infrastruc-
ture development, if allowed to play their due
role, would be able to contribute substantially in
rejuvenating the economy. The services sector
constitute over 48 per cent of GDP. If the above-
mentioned programmes result in 8 cent
growth of the sector, then the total GDP would
tend to grow by as much as 4 per cent It may also
be noted that, unlike private investment in
manufacturing, the government is in a posilion
to influence the service sector much more
through the activities cited abbve.
According to official government position,
GDP should grow by 5.8.per cent during the cur-
rent financial year. It is not an impossible task

— even if agriculture production does not match
its unprecedented performance of the previous
year. However, the government may wish to pay
immediate attention to the suggestions made

agriculture and manufacturing,
of the transit trade as well as han-

large scale ru-

aﬂona] merchandjse trade of '|
‘can add mnﬂ:leq— ;!

., low-cost flats |

ment.

There is still time; a similar venture
should be launched within the current fiscal year.

OPINION

above. There ought to be determined efforts. Un-
less we strive, we cannot achieve.

Why Blame Doctors Only?

Lately, many are blaming
doctors for their poor service.
Nobody seems to be satisfied
with the doctors of our country
and so they are abroad to
seek better and more satisfac-
tory service. Not only that, doc-
tors from a neighbouring coun-
try are now regularly visiting

adesh to give better ser-
vice to the Bangladeshi
tients, who are sick and of
local doctors!

Since all the commodities
from outside are flowing un-
hindered into our markets, why
not doctors too? It is quite a bi
and good market of patients
After some time, we will hear
engineers and accountants also
coming into our country in the
name of free market economy.
It is all right if there is a fair ex-
change, but not otherwise.

So, doctors have earned
quite a bad name now in our
country. But what about other
professions. Do they give very
uauafm:tury service unlik: the
‘awful’ doctors? Probably it is
only the doctors who give some
service at least, others hardl

ve any service at all, most o

e time.

What about bank employees,
for example? That day, a rela-
tive of e narrated how after
waiting for hours together he
could get his job done finally.
The bank officer of a govern-
ment bank at last came into the
office after a long break,

'did the job so ulnwlg{ that my
relative cnuldn t h but to
complain. At that, the official
said, "Why dnntynu take your
account to another bank?”
What an advice! A loss not only
to the bank he is wor for
but also to the country, as
government bank.

I don't think doectors are as

Dr Sabrina Rashid

bad as that!

Then what about Biman
employees. When we travelled
to East, time we were
delayed before boarding the
plane, never could we get on it at
scheduled time and E{Ed not
for half or one hour, but for
three or four hours at least.
Also the same excuse every
time, "For unavoidable circum-
stances ...."| Everybody doesn't
have so much time to waste at
airports (and what a boring

place it isl). Once, from Calcutta
we had a very difficult time con-
firming uur tickets but on

boarding the plane we were
shocked to see almost half the
plane empty! What a loss to the
countryl! at is difficult to
fathom is, who is being bene-
fited by flying an empty plane?
If every passenger gets a service
u poor as this, who would fly
n Biman' the next time? An-
nmer loss to the country.
m blame doctors only,
everyone of us is
the same and to be improved
and be more patriotic.
Now let's see how a doctor

wurkn He or she works not only

days a week, unlike others.
so both m ¢ morni

ll'ld the evening. He or s
therefore has no tlme to s
for his or her family, fritnds,
relatives or recruuun and
hobbies. His or her whole life
means nothing but work and
work. Even when s/he is sick or
tired to his/her very bones, s/he
can't take a day off but has to
dra hlmfheruelti"e tuh wmi'_k.
His/her ma ac or
the cnmft;td}t;f bed but Ifmhi or
she puts his/her head on the

. the patients are going to
suffer, for they may be more
sick than the doctor.

But it is far from truth. Be-
cause when you have cnough
money for sustenance and when
you are sick, your bed is the
sweetest heaven on earth. No
amount of money can mean
mor¢ than the softness of the
bed :lt: ﬂﬁat uﬂ:_r.m when a person
is si ut this person a
doctor, has to fnr;P:kne this 'lux-
ury’ which is but a necessity at
such times, for his patients’
sake. For they may not be as
sick as him but have come from
far-off places and have spent
money, time and energy to see
the doctor. Not all of them can
afford to make a second trip, if
the doctor fails to turn up at
work. But do they appreciate
this sacrifice of the doctor? Oh,
never!

To them, a doctor is a ma-
chine — he or she has to be at
work round-the-clock, s/he can
never be sick or tired. They
never even bother to look at the
watch when they visit the doc-
tor and turn up when the work-
ing hours are over and demand
service even {f it is not an emer-

. After that they want the
octor to be polite and gentle.

Another thing — if the pa-
tients want doctors' time and
attention to their satisfaction,
they shouldn't go for ordinary
ailments like common cold and
flu to the specialists. The rule is
first to go to a general E:ncu-
tioner and then, 1I need
doctor will refer the patient to
the specialist, whom he or she
thinks suitable. This will de-
crease the rush at the specialists
and will allow them time to give
to more complicated cases.
Misdiagnosis can also be made
because of this reason for which
our doctors are quite a
bad name. But who is to be
blamed?

|

-~ Iraq — Deja Vu

" Saddam uuH have to to do somehing somehing really rash to take the crisis to a

R

boiling point.

periodical madness that seizes the world
is once again on the
agenda. For the last six-and-a-half years,
— the Security
ite House, the scurrying of

uww nnl.hh%ﬂm Hus-

sein, President of [raq fell intﬂ a trap and swal-
lowed up tiny Kuwait iri one foul s
butlt up a worldwide « nalition 1nd smothered
Territones in northern I

concerning Iraq.

this has a ve

Council, the

diplomats — all ending
To recapitulate ve

Irag into pulp.

familiar ring

hide from

not
cently
. The US

L in" |
Tur

e e

The ll.lnmh: world is supporting him although
noisily. Turkish papers reported re-
that the Turkish government had re-
the US not to use the military base at
key should she decirle to strike
. What a sea-change in the attitude of
compared to 1991, when the war broke
out between the US and her allies and Iraq.
Turktz under the leadership of President t
ad cut off pipeline carrying Ir
!Ln identical action had been

Incirlik in Tur

will go to punish Saddam for frustrating the at-
tempts of the Council to totally destroy mass de-
struction weapons that Saddam is suppo

sed to
rs. Sad-
him.

aqgi oil to

Lor king at the crisis today, one conclusion is

nobody is £mpm to press the

1 over . It looks
Indeed, the US ap-

-r:un tu beat the plcudu war drums which

. Saddam Hussein, who

habited largely by Kurds nd the south ab-
ited Ly Arabs. w - ch. d off fr m mother
territorv and were .~ lare.  -fly zor s for Irag.
Iragq has recovered - reig '+ in the outh and
through a clever u m«:  ‘han  =ar agn world market.
managed to ex anc- f K ‘nnderdd  taken by Saudi Arabia.
and trained by t [ L.

The Kurdiah north iain. rbidc ‘erri- 1e8C: ble :
tory for Iraq as the forc. farc. rivals hani  ,utton and start a war
and Barzani fight it out. rkey . ‘itine! nde aore like shadow
troops and planes to figi Kurc:-h gue, . .ilas
Thus northern Iraq is an area where dam's

writ does not run and Turkey and iran exercise

considerable influence.

sain continues
to pay heavily
for his folly of
brief conquest of
Kuwait six-and
a-half years ago.
Iragqi aggression
of Kuwait is the
favourite topic of
the Securit
Counctl,
the sole su

personalised one

weapons, whose activities a

wzm it is short of topics. The leader is
USA. who has been carrying

on a relentless campaign against Iraq and highly
against Saddam Hussein.

The latest crisis involves the ins

ymﬂbema

pa:tmaﬂ:rinﬂungame

hide and seek, plays it to the hilt. He adds

ors of

curtailed by Saddam Hussein. There is the

usual

her, dr

of feet
bers of t ng a

three
since Saddam was cau

Council. Thus the majorit
to force Saddam to al
to start military

pirouette.

As US tries to line up
the Security Council,
ing valiantly to line up support

perman
e Council, China, France and Russia.
Much water has flown down the Euphrates
ght red handed trying to tu
snatch tiny Kuwait. Oil-rich Iraq provides lucra-
tive market to the major I'Htl'l‘lbli_l‘l ];:f the Security
of the
members of the Bﬁ:uﬂlr Cuun(:ll although ready
the ins
their job without hindrance, they are unwilling
action against Iraq
bottom line and there is ceaseless diplomatic

m has been attem
for him. The
curity Council appears diﬂdnd nhuut how far tt

will be carried by

ent mem-

anent
pectors to do

. This is the

tmcmbernuf

The Horizon This Week

of oil has become wise through long
We don't see panic reactions in the market.
Rather the market a
sabre-rattling in stri

world has remained renurkablgr;

teady.
ppears to be severely There is mwresl:lr#
national oil market. The early oil of Azerbaijan
threat and counterthreat, flying of US

ng plane the U2, the Security Council debate,
attempt to drag the entire Council behind

new public rela-
tions twist to his

his Presidenti
with chil-

dren, to be used
as 'human shi-
eld’ against US
strike!
Interestingly,
the stock market
experience.

ars to take the news of
. The ce of oil in the
t in the inter-

peline frnm Baku, the capital

nfﬁzcrbﬁjanunt ECaapinnScatDC:jrhunun

the Hed:ltcrrmmhc Ums f?{l Tu
rcports t is

year s shutdown of the

the Gulf War, Turkey pald very heavily due
revenue.

As the war of words continue at the Security
Council and various capitals of the world, there
is no war fever as such. The world media, par-
ticularly the CNN has been Lgdng valiantly to
portray the crisis surrounding am Hussein,
Yet the vast majority of the world remain uncon-

cerned if not downright apathetic. Saddam will
have to do something
sis to a boiling point. After his debacle in Kuwait
more than six years ago, it is unthinkable that
he would have the stomach for another fight

with the mighty US.

. According to
for
peline follow-

hac

really rash to take the cri-

o
=

Sir, Hagal received transit
rights to un% adesh through
F‘ulbi.rl- andh route be-

nning Septemher I 199?
is is a provisional arra
ment to be reviewed by In ia

after six months of its opera-

tion. So far, only threeé trucks '

carrying l:ntils from N:pal

ww mnqtl utility u

tion marks

viability. If such undcrutilina

tion of the facility and the route
continues, India will be too
happy to rescind such magnan-
imous gesture towards its
smaller neighbours. The tran-
sit treaty itself was not properly
negotiated, making it un-
famurﬁ?qlzpﬁ the parties mn]-
As the Nepaleese Mn
failed to negotiate better terms
(often the case with other
neighbours like Bangladesh).

However, saving the treaty and
transit accord would be to the

of both the countries.

There is enormous potential
of bilateral trade between these
two countries, which is

grossly underutilised.
Ean Ia esh could import
fruits (which are far
chmp:r in Nepal) and ly
other uces. Nepal, in
turn, could import garments,
chemicals, pharmac:uuna]s
melamine and many other
products from Bangladesh,
which are superior in quality
and competitive in price, com-
pared to the available poor
qualltﬁlnproducts from India
and C
alDes :ltfi this a X njn
tial, nothing is happe
our bilateral trade. 5
has a full-fledged Mission in
Kathmandu and two of the local
leading private banks are
artly owned by Bangladeshi
Isn't it time rel-
evant cies to look into this
trade opportunities? 1 would
urge Bangladeshi trade bodies,
ﬁ::;cmmt etc.. to look into
seriously.

%d Zahir Sadeque
e-malil)
Kathmandu, Nepal

Dhaka-Bhairab

railway track

Sir, Eangladesh Railway is a
government-owned and gov-
emment-managed organisation.
But it has been su from
various operating bottlenecks.
As Railway is a very important
mode of onland transport,
linking the entire length and
breadth of the country, its
healthy growth naturally con-
tributl!:l to the economic devel-
opment of the country.

A recent news itemn in differ-

ent dailies re ing the project
of doubling the rallwa track
between Dhaka and Bhairab

with an estimated cost of Tk
200 crores has drawn my at-
tention. I am a student of Civil
Engineering and conductin a
rct-earch Pml!| ect entitled °
aka-Laksham Di
rect Rallwa}r Link on the Rail-
way Transportation of
ladesh” under the super-
vision of Dr Moazzem Hossain,
Assist Prof of Civil Engg, BUET.
Its initial estimation showed
that the above direct link will
ficantly reduce the rail dis-
tance (will also reduce travel-
time apprnxlmatclﬁ to two
hours) between Dhaka and

Chittagong.
Apuﬂmn saving in travel
time, there will be significant

reductions in the m‘cg:l;

tion costs as well.

Dhaka-Bhaira

will be able to ure out the
definite cost/be t ratio after
completion of the current re-
search project in about six
months time; it is certain from
our initial estimate that this
project will be economically
more viable than the current
track doubli d):.::t under
consideration the di-
rect link pru ect' of ours wijl
serve the objectives of the

double track
B DK S8 8y I

ratic It i

Lty '.-'T?

pu ng due attention to the de-
opment of BAI. A develop-
ment scheme has been under-

takcn fnr the st ening of
Educatinn
nf thr: M culture

and BARI nre r:urrm wrgﬁ
to upgrade the status of
with a view to solve its long-

problems.
mlr hoped
government will take
steps to expedite its effo
BAlrxan- ideal sea

stand :
that the
Erlt

fnr

, one may thinkuf learning in agri-education.

three major riw:r bridges,
namely, Gomti, Meghna and
Shitalakhya as a barrier to the
direct railway link between
Dhaka and Laksham. But so far
I know our ministry has plans
to build the second highway
bridges across those rivers
which can be shared by our

pro Direct Railway Link
m the economic v{nhmty
of the project would be even
more

Cnnsidering the above is-

sues, would the Ministry of
Communication kindly wait

until the com of our re-
search project (about six
months from to-date) to grant

gr:en signal to the Dhaka-
hairab double tracking pro-
ject?

Mdt Civil Engineering
BUET Dhaka

'Upgrading agri-
education

Sir, Unfortunate but true,
the B cultural
Institute ;

Agricultural Institute, m
since its establishment in 1938
during the British by
Sher-e-Bangla A K Fazlul Huq
had witnessed almost no devel-
opment duﬂgﬁ_l:rh: Pakistan
rule. On the hand, agri-
education institutions estab-
lished d the same period
in the then West Pakistan saw
tremendous dcvciurmmt Fur
reference I would like to
forward the lollowi I'actu

1. The Punjab culture
College at Lyallpur (now
Faisalabad) was established in
1905. In 1960, this was
upgraded to the status of a uni-
versity which is now known as
the University of Agriculture,
Faisalabad (UAF).

2. The King — V Insti-
tute of Agriculture at Sakrand
in Nawabashah district was es-
tablished in 1939. It was re-
named as Sindh culture
Coll and shifted to Tando-

. Hyderabad in 1955 which
was upgraded to university
status as Sindh Agricultural

Uniﬂ:rmz‘ SAU). am.
l1-fledge College of

culture was mhluhed in

1 as a constituent unit of the

Peshawar University which

was converted into Faculty of

Iture of the same univer-

sity and later upgraded to

North-West Frontier Province

(NWFP) Agricultural Univer-
sity.

All the above mentioned
universities in Pukjuu.r}‘;rt of -
fering under-graduate post -

aduate courses in different
anches of ence.

In case of adesh Agri-
cultural Institute, its status was
degraded from constituent in-
stitute (as Faculty of Agricul-
ture) of Dhaka University to
only an affillated college under
Bangladesh Agricultural Uni-
versity in 1964 After indepen-
dence. efforts were l.lndﬂ':klf;]

governiments to upgr
Eﬁtu-nfﬂm but none of the of-
forts came out successful owing
to a very many reasons. The
present government has been

M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207

Sir, 1 wouldinvite the
of the city co tion to t
Road No. 6 of Dhanmondi R/A,
hetwunﬂﬂmandﬂﬂﬂmﬂ:c

Four educational institu-
tions, one diagnostic centre-
cum-clinic and Dhanmondi
Police Station are located on
this road. All of vehicles
— from cycle w to
15 ton police truck — ply this
cong;ltfdudunng peak h 4
ours.
Please have a heart — the chil-

dren are in a sorry plight.

A Parent

Dhaka

"Waiting for a phone”
Sir, "Waiting for a "Phone”,

a letter written by Shamim Ah-

san on the 2]st hap-

per:s to be a of thousands of

people. T&T is from bad to

worse. When first came

to our coun we thought that
ﬂmﬂmdmﬂwufmvmldkn-

. What can | , the rest is
ltory.B'Wn:w:r :
Then when mobile came

phones
along we thought that T&T
would improve its quality.
Again, what can [ say?

The monopolistic attitude of
the BTV days are long gone. Not
only have mobile phones con-
nected half of D soon
they will spread all over the
country too. Some vendors even
offer ISD lines. All this and
more services are offered for
less than a third of the total
cost added up for T&T.

By the way, this Total Cost =
Govt. charge+Line
charge+Telephone set price +
Govt. donations+Lineman’s
donation+cost of 2 to 3 shoe
soles+ .... and the list goes on
and on.

Why bother dishing out 3
times as much when you can
have an advanced, high-tech
gadget like a mobile phone in
your disposal. which can not
only do everything and more
than a conventional T&T set
would do. on top of that these
are mobile. Healthy contests
are always advised. That way
the price will be brought down
as well as the quality improved.
But T&T operates like every
other government organisa-
tions in the country — rules are .
followed which were imple-
mented du the British rule.
What needs to be done now, if we
want to save our ailing tele-
phone. TV, radio. power and
tran ation sectors is mass
privatisation People are will-
ing to pay more. nj are then
the government a bureau-
crats so scared to implement
such a thing”

Masroor Ahmed Deepak

By ¢ mad



