investment

in setting
up hospitals
- allowed

The Cabinet has decided to
allow direct foreign
mmmﬁmm
rlredﬂtlopmcn

for
t of

services, reports BSS.

The decision was taken at a

meeting of the cabinet held yes-

to set

More than 50 ahmm olt; the

in Bangl may have

Wmmm with tuberculosis

bacteria while at least 3.5 lakh
get infected every year.

The Directly Observed
Treatment, Short-course
(DOTS) method, already intro-
duced in the country in late
1993, is the most effective

terday with Prime Minister n against the 'epidemic’.
Hasina in the chair. . A visiting international
The meeting also decided 1o | (.am of WHO experts has made
allow appointment of foreign | ;ho observations in a report
doctors in a = | scheduled to be released ;
rate” in these "It is likely that over hall of
The cabinet meeting ap- | all Bang] are in-
m a for fected with TB bacteria. There

ty Grants Com-
mission Ordinance, 1973, ll;l
tumdmm;

: the universities run

t finances.

Earthquake: 2
more bodies
recovered

from the rubbles of the building
that collapsed in Friday's
earthquake, police -ﬂd.“ Reds
7 me{icﬂum 40. '

. and
They were recovered during
rescue operation today.

With this, the death toll in
Jolted the port Gty along with
other parts of thc:tzuuntry rose
to 17, according to BSS.
scuers cnmprhinf

rubbles. : ;

PM’s directive to

submit report on
Sadia’s death

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina terday directed the
authorities concerned to submit
w- Milyo 48 boury g
Sadia, in Chittageng, reports
Sadia was injured in a build-

sed the Fri-
%w& nnl;:;atar died
ina hoﬁ

- Sheikh Hasina gave the di-
rective after Home Minister
Rafiqul Islam, who visited Chit-

g on her advice to see the
aftermath of earthquake,
E:;I:’d her on the latest situa-

At a meeting at her Secre-
tariat office, Home Minister
See Page 12 Cul 6

Accord on Banani,
Gulshan lake
development

project challenged

The High Court has issued a
rule nisi upon the &c::vcmmnt
to show cause why ‘Banani-
Gulshan-Baridhara Lake De-

velopment Project tﬁfmnt'
signgd between RAJUK and In-
dus Valley Investmenis shall
not be declared null and void
and unlawful, reports UNB.
A HC division bench. com-
rising Justice A M Mahmudur

hman and Justice Abu Syed
See Page 12 Col 6
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are at least 3.50,000 new cases

annuallv.” the report said,
w ; study ucted with
assistance.

visited nearly

AGRAHYAN 11 1404 BS.

of population feared
infected with TB bacteria |

DHAKA TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1997

By Nurul Kabir

The WHO team, which has
100 TB control
ro{ccts in the country over the
Fau two weeks, noted that 80
rmtoftthBEnUmmm
eing cured where DOTS
method was applied.
But the O Report on Tu-
berculosis Epidemic, 1997,
says, "The programmes not us-

DOTS cure only 40 per
cent of the ents.”

"The method of treat-
ment is capable of aTB

patient non-infectious within a
couple of weeks, while six to
seven months of regular treat-
ment can cure the patient com-
pletely,” one of O team
members claimed yesterday.
"The medication in the DO’l%
method mainly includes taking

of a few capsules and pills."

Com to other strategies
of TB treatment, DOTS od
is less expensive. Acco to
the report, the "incremental
cost for introducing the DOTS
stra in the country has been
around 40 US dollars for each
patient treated.” The cost of
country wide I}UI‘vaerag: is
estimated at 10 cents (less than
five taka) per capita.

Success of the DOTS, how-
ever, larg s on trained
hua]t{nh workers who ncglﬂ to
visit the patients on a regular
basis amra help them complete
the medication until cured, the

believe.
- The field-level lntrnduc;lun
of DOTS strategy began four
years ago in four thanas in the

cnumélaf. By now, the method is.
applied in

363 thanas. Nearly
30 thousand health workers
have so far received tr
various aspects of DOTS strat-

egy. The project has so far re-

from the World
the Government of
Netherlands, while WHO is

ceived su
Bank an

providing technical assistance.

In 1994, an NGO network in-
cludi

Brussels-based Damien Foun-

dation signed an agreement
with Bangladesh government
for joining the national TB con-
d the

trol programme and
DO’I% strategy. Presently, the
NGO network is working in 35
thanas out of the 363 covered
by the TB programme.

.#.

e R o e

People enjoying traditional winter pitha (cake) at a roadside makeshift stall in the city.

in

Dhaka-based BRAC and

The central bank's decision
raising the bank rate and de-
valuing the Taka has come un-
der sharp criticism from the
business circle and bankers.

They viewed that this was an
'ill advised' move and would af-
fect industrial productivity.

They also cited contradic-
tion in the government's argu-
ment that credit to the private
sector needed to be niuucmd by
increasing the bank rate to
eight per cent from 7.5 per cent.

say there is a huge un-
met demand for more credit and
the government is also finding
out avenues to channel funds to
meet that gap. The bank rate
rise is in clear contradiction to
such efforts of the government.

Top functionaries of the
Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (MCCI)
pointed out that bank cing
of investments in private sector
declined by Tk 232cr durin
July-September 1997 and by
434cr during fiscal 1996-97.

But the commercial banks'

By Inam Ahmed

advances to private sector dur-
ing July-September 1997 in-
creased {vy 1565cr.

"After cross checking., we
found that of these advances,
Tk 700 crore is the interest for
the outstanding loans. Factu-
ally, this is not money dis-
bursed,” said a MCCI func-
tionary.

While the commercial banks
did not invest in the private sec-
tor, their investment in the

ublic sector through treasu

ills and bonds increased by
681 crore during July-Septem-
ber 1997.

On the other hand term de-
posits of banks kept on increas-
ing. During July-September,
1997, it further increased by Tk
799 cr whereas demand deposits
fell by Tk 720 cr.

is is a bad aiﬁgal showing
that there had not any op-
portunity for investing money,”
said the MCCI functionary.

“We are not inst adjust-
ment of Taka value with Dollar.
But to make it the only means

- Raising of bank rate, taka devaluation

Govt step ill-advised, observe
business circle, bankers

of improving competitiveness
of Bangladeshi export ucts
is unacceptable to us. ause,

competitiveness in the long run
depends on productive effi-
ciency, and efficiency of sup-
port services like port, trans-
port, etc.”

A top entrepreneur of the
country said, "Devaluation
means price loss of export
products. A country having an
adverse balance of trade can not

afford to de entirely on de-
valuation lor export promo-
tion."

A bad effect of such frequent
devaluation is already reflected
in the balance sheet of the com-
panies, said the chief executive
of a leading pharmaceutical
company. "Our turnover has in-
creased over the year. But our
profit was not commensurate
with turnover because of cost
increase due to devaluations

la.nt[vcar." he said.
"Increase in bank rate at this

juncture is ill advised. Last |

See Page 12 Col 1

DU to confer
DSc degree
on Unesco

DG today

By DU Correspondent

UNESCO Director General
‘and eminent scientist Dr Fed-
erico Mayor arrives here today
on a three-day visit to

Bm%adesh.
ucation Minister AS H K

Sadek will receive him at Zia
International Airport at 9 am.
On the first day of his visit,

the UNESCO Director General

will call on President Sha-
See Page 12 Col 2
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Eagle (inset) and their roosts, the hijal trees, now

i

being threatened.

— Photo by Anisuzzaman Khan

By Shehab Ahmed

The last retreat of the Pallas’
Eagle in Bangladesh is under

ﬁnted in the Red Data Book

nfenda.nlgcrudu , the bird's
roost is facing the gr

certain elements in Tanguar
haor, a vast wetland in remote
Rangchi village of Tahirpur in
Sunamganj district. The Red
Data Book is compiled by the
International Union for Con-
servation of Nature (IUCN).

As you're reading this story,
chances are there that some of
the thousand hfjal and other
trees on the banks of the vast
waterbody, home to the last
surviving birds, have already
been felled.

These trees are on public
land near the
border. Those were undisturbed
for sometime until politically

backed elements showed their
interest on the forest.

Bird watchers and ornithol-
ogists who visit the area every
year said after a recent tour that
the surviving pairs, now in
their breeding season, nesting
in the forest, are under threat.

Some 80 eagles are now liv-

See Page 12 Col 3
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Gujral’s 'no' to Cong demand
for ousting DMK

NEW DELHI, Nov 24: India's
minority coalition today
challenged its ally to carry

| out its threat of withdrawing

sup fo a controver
over the 1991 murder o

Rajiv Gandhi,
Congreumma jiv

~ Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral in a bid to end days of po-
litical s culminating in
parliament being indefinitely
adjourned today, defied the
Congress (I) party's threat to
table a motion of no confidence.

Gujral sent a letter to the
Congress saying its demand
that his coalition ditch a

NEW Dnmﬂmh

ee

t failed to arrive at

y decision on the future
course of action after

from Prime Minister

the letter
K Gujral, reports PTIL.

the DMK

Eany after it was implicated in
andhi's killing, was 'unjusti-

founder member,

fied'.
The ss which has kept
the United Front coalition in

ower for seven months, said

t week it would withdraw its
backing i the DMK was not
ousted.

It said it could not support a
Fuv:rnr'nmt containing a party
mplicated in the assassination
of its former leader. The DMK
has rejected the allegations.
Gujral's letter to the

ess effectively calling it a

. WAS seen as an attempt to
end an im which sent In-
dian stock prices and the rupee
tumbling today.

Analysts said the Congress,
badly split over whether to
force new polls and struggling
to recover after being routed in

‘See Page 12 Col 8
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PDB unwilling to sign 2 accords

Power generation by
barge-mounted
plants to be costhier

By Sharier Khan

Board (PDB) is unwilling (0 sigr
is to sign
final accords for settling up of
two barge-mounted power
plants in the private sector
considering their financial vi-
ability, official sources said.
"Barge mounted power

‘plants use imported oil as the

main raw material. Therefore,
the cost of generated b
such plants is usually muc
higher than that generated by
gas-based plants," said one offi-
cial. This has di ed PDB
to pursue the already-delayed
schemes.”

Some sources, however, said
thatPDBw?umll aware of the
high cost of power generation
by barge-mounted ts before
inviting different foreign com-

to bid for those. But it

- emphasised
such plants as those could be set
up within 10 months.

In the last one , the PDB
has been negotia for setting
up of four mounted plants
in Khulna Haripur.

the need for -

The average power tariff of-
fered by the ur:i%n companies
ranges between 10 to 12 US
cents per kilowatt hour while
PDB's avera,%; power tariff is
around 3 cents.

The sources further said that
each of the plants would cost
Bangladesh Tk 4950 crore in 15
years and PDB would not be
able to pay such a big amount.

In the first week of last

" month PDB, after final selec-

tion of four companies. signed
ents with only u_il:uéﬂ for-
com es — Smi ogen-
g'gnnunn a%ﬁﬂ Wartsilla Power —
for setting up barge-mounted
plants in Haripur and Khulna.
As PDB is po longer inter-
ested in such plants, the signi
of contract with Westmont Ofi-

shore of Malaysia and New Eng-

TRemain alert

delayed.

e two companies, which
signed agreements with PDB,
also made little progress.

"Besides, the companies
See Page 12 Col 7

Bangabandhu Murder Case

Mushtaque engineered
Aug 15 coup: PW-42

The incident of August 15
was engineered by Khandaker
Mushtaque Ahmed, the villain
and Mir Zafar of the contempo-
rary history, along with his as-
sociates and many of his rela-
tives, said a witness in the
Bangabandhu Murder Case, re-
ports UNB. |

The comment b{ Major
(dismissed) A H Ziauddin
Ahmed, the 42nd prosecution
witness, came on a suggestion
from the defence counsel for Lt
Col (retd) Sultan Shahriyar
Rashid Khan during cross-ex-
amination in the trial court
yesterday.

As Advocate Abdur Razzak
Khan put up a suggestion "Basi-
cally you w're responsible for

the August 15 opera-
tion in the Dhaka city." the
witness said: This is not true.
The villain and Mir Zafar of the
t:untcnﬂ)orary history, Khan-
daker Mushtaque Ahmed, alon
:ﬁh hli: associates and many o
relatives engineered the Au-
gust 15 incident.

The witness, who was the
Dhaka Detachment Officer-in-
Charge of DGFI on August 15

morning, said no gathering or
meetings were held protesting
the August 15 incident as those
were banned through a gazette
notification. Political activities
were also banned following the
assassination of Bangabandhu,
he added.

In reply to a question, Major
Ziauddin said no protest could
be held after the radio announ-
cement on August 15 morning
as there was a curfew in force.

He said Martial Law was not
promulgated on August 15 mor-
ning with support from the
Armed Forces and there was

also no such announcement
over the radio on August 15

mum;ﬁ.

. Martial Law was promul-
gated through a gazette notifica-
tion on August 20, the witness
said.

He denied a suggestion that
the then CGS Brigadier Khaled
Mosharraf had taken over con-
trol of the army by giving dif-
ferent assignments to them
from the early hours of August
15, 1975.

Replying to another ques-

See Page 12 Col 7

Ershad’s call to dispel confusion

Summon spl JS session,
discuss CHT accord

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party Chairman HM
has demanded that the
lanned peace accord on the
hit Hill Tracts (CHT) be
in the Jatiya Sangsad for
discussion before it is signed.

"The Sangsad should be
summoned to a al session
to discuss the CHT issue to dis-
pel all confusions and misgiv-
ings from the public mind about
the proposed accord and to
make sure that it is uniform
and within the constitutional
framework,” he told a press
conference at his Baridhara of-
fice in the city yesterday after-
noon.

The conference was organ-
ised to spell out the y's
stance on the planned ac-
cord.

Supporting the government
move for peace in the CHT, the
former President said, "a peace
treaty is a must and we hope
there will be no confrontation
in the hill areas after the

| planned agreement is signed.”

Ershad further added. "but
the t must guarantee
that the settlers in CHT will not
be driven away by the tribals.
The non-tribals are feeling
scared.”

The JP chief also blamed
BNP Chief Begum Khaleda Zia
for confusing the people thro-

ugh her claims that the Prx-
sed agreement would jeopardise
the national mrctgﬁrﬁ
Commenting on s op-
position to the proposed peace
accord, the former President
said all the successive govern-
ments including that of BNP
tried for a peace accord and the
rty while in power talked to
ﬁ:l: ghmtitmhlnl to that end.
"BNP is opposing the peace
move because signing an
reement will be counted a
plus point for the Awami League

ment," he commented.
Giving a brief resume of the

5 his government took for
ending insurgency in the CHT,
See Page 12 Col 8

CHT talks
Accord at
next round

of talks
unlikely

By Special Correspondent

The seventh meeting be-
tween the National Committee
on Chittagong Hill Tracts
(NCCHT)} and the Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS) begins in the
city tomorrow. -

The two sides are expected to
renew their efforts to break the
impasse blocking an agreement
to end the decades-old insur-
gency in the CHT.

It is taking place in the wake
of hardliners in the PCJSS de-
manding a number of amend-
ments to a draft accord earlier
agreed by PCJSS chief Jy-
otirindriya Bodhipriya Larma
alias Shantu Larma at the sixth
meeting on September 14-19.

According to sources con-
cerned, the meeting is likely to
be brief. There is less possibil-
ity of an agreement or signing

See Page 12 Col 4

against bid
to sig UP
polls : BNP

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP Standing Commit-
tee at its meeting here yester-
day reiterated that the ?arty
would go for agitation if the
government's planned peace
treaty on the Chittagong Hill
Tracts goes against national

interest.

The meeting also discussed
the forthcoming Union Parishad
elections and urged the party
leaders and workers to remain
alert against any possible at-

See Page 12 Col 6
Transport strike
in Rajshahi
Divn from
tomorrow

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Nov 24: The mo-
tor sramik unions of the north-
ern districts jointly called a
transport strike in all the
routes of Rajshahi Division for
an indefinite period from
Wednesday.

The strike was called to
protest "toll collection by the
government-supporters.” They

See Page 12 Col 8
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16 Feni BNP
activists sued

FENI, Nov 24: Sixteen lead-
ers and workers of Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP) includ-
ing a local stalwart have been

sued in connection with murder
of a BCL leader in the town on
Wednesday, reports UNB.

BCL {eader Salahuddin
Ahmed was abducted by terror-
ists on Wednesday alternoon
from Panchgachhia road and
beaten to death.

The victim's younger brother
Sajjad Ali filed a case the next
day with the Sadar police accus-
ing, among others, district BNP
joint convenor Prof Joinal
Abedin.

Earlier, police on suspicion
arrested Rana, Mofiz and Ri-

, but they were not named in

2000 huts gutted
at Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 24: Abo-

ut 2000 thatched house ¢

tted at Amin ceolony under

anchalaish thana in the city

last night, police and fire
service sources said.

Seweral thousands of people
were rendered homeless due to
the fire, witnesses said.

Fire service sources said the
origin of fire and

of :
ert?mwmhem




