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Followed by security guards, Bosnian Serb President Biljana Plavsic leaves a polling
station in Banja Luka, some 200 km north of Sarajevo Saturday during parliamentary
elections in Republika Srpska, the Serb held half of Bosnia. ’ :

— AP/UNB photo
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president, judiciary

ISLAMABAD, Nov 23: Pak-
istani Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif is seeking to heal rifts
with the president and the judi-
ciary after army mediation
helped defuse a constitutional

after Army Chief Gen:rﬂ};'-.lnf

Karamat in an
ament backed from a
move to im President Fa-

m’?hth fullnw%n ‘day the
Su

me Court Chief Justice,

ad Ali Shah, adjourned for

a week a crucial contempt case
t Sharif that threatens
nine-month rule if a convic-
w disqualified him from of-
Relieved from pressure that
forced him to cancel a visit to
B esh and kept him em-
broiled in party meetings,
Sharif has been ng over
an investment conference and

an air force graduation cere-

e government will "revive
its relations with both the pres-
ident and the chief justice,” said
one of Sharif's close confidants
Nisar Ali Khan, Minister for
Petroleum and Natural Re-
SOUrces :

Ry 16 the e gl
s oremos -
{m t, he said.
It was In the national inter-
est to " the past bitterness
and work , he said.

Evu-n.lmng is under control,
Sharif himself told reporters

d the air force oeremmrg
Sat y at Rissalpur, whic
was attended top military
officials including General
Karamat.

Downplaying the crisis he
sald some problems had
cropped up because of "misun-

derstandings" which had been .

overcome.

mﬁﬂnﬁla working rela- |

But observers said the crisis
could resurface, with the con-

tempt case still alive despite

Sharif's nal ce in
the court to ﬂcpm re-
ard for the judiciary his
adly-strained ties
Leghari.

Another potential irritant is
a petition before the court chal-
lenging a
amendment pushed
Sharif which slashed en-
tial rers, including the au-
thority to dissolve the assembly
which used in Novem-
ber 1996 to dismiss Benazir
Bhutto as premier.

"The country may have
heaved a sigh of relief at the ap-
parent ceasefire between war-

institutions of the state,
but troubling cglimntluns re-
main," said an editorial in the
Nation Daily. 1

The newspaper said it would
"not be to restore mutual
confidence and re-establish a

by

Turnout seems lower than expected | Taliban exchange
Bosnian polls may widen
power struggle

BANJA wzl'gh. Bosnia-Herze-
govina, Nov 23: Parliamentary
elections that the West hopes
will weaken the top Bosmnian
Serb war crimes suspect could
backfire and widen the power

between him and his
rival, reports AP.

Two-day elections go into
their final day Sunday. Presi-
dent Biljana Plavsic and the in-
ternational community hope
they will s her and cut
into the grip that supporters of
war crimes suspect ovan
Karadzic have on the 83-seat
parliament.

" But with loyalties split, the
elections could likely exacerbate
the chasm among
Bosnian Serbs and further a
division of their statelet.

Plavsic controls most of the
western part of the substate
and Kar the east. The pro-
Karadzic camp might opt for a
formal split rather than to ac-

cept a loss.

Even if the substate stays
together and a governing c:nali-
tion is formed, coalition nego-
tiations are likely to be lengthy.
Lack of clear leadership during
such negotiations could lead to

chaos, unless NATO-dominated

peacekeeping troops and civil-
ian officials enforcing the Day-

ton ce accords show a firm

The Organisation for Secu-

-rity and Cooperation in Europe
(0SC

E) — the internatt_il;:mal or-
ganisation e ballot
— reported no major incidents
as the first day of vo drew to
an end at 7 pm (1800 GMT).

*The stations are now

cl , and OSCE is very
leased with the election so
ar,” said Luke Zahner, an

OSCE spokesman.

. But Zahner said turnout ap-
peared lower than ted.
and turnouts in rural areas
seemed to be higher than in ur-
ban areas, Zahner said. That
could hurt Plavsic, whose sup-
porters tend to live in larger

‘towns.

In Banja Luka, Nedjo
Draskovic, the head of the
Bosnian Serb electoral com-
mission, said turnout was at 22
per cent two hours before polls
closed.

Bosnian Serb radio said
there were 1.148 million eligible
voters.

Tigers carry out 3 bomb .

‘attacks against troops

COLOMBO, Nov 23: Sri
Lankan security forces re-
mained on maximum alert to-
day as Tamil Tiger guerillas

staged abortive attacks to coin-

. cide with their "heroes week"
commemorations officials said,

AFP,

The separatist Liberation

8 of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
carried out three bomb attacks
st security forces and a

te unications centre in
the northern town of Vavuniya
on Saturday but caused no
q:amge or casualties, officials

Thci,r said the bomb at the
Vavuniya telephone exchange
misfired and while two other
attacks aimed at troops went
off harmlessly. A search had
been launched in the area for

rebels. =
The LTTE on Friday bcgm
its "heroes week” to

marking
commemorate fighters killed in
years, the first

the past 15
uerilla known to have been
by lecumgafnrm died on
November 27, 1982.
, meanwhile, kept u
their t and bloodiest ol-
fensive against the LTTE. The
operation codenamed "sure
victory". was launched from
Vavuniya on May 13 and has
the lives of some 810
soldiers and an estimated 2,500

rebels.
Security forces are bat

to n a 76-kilometre (4
mile) highway thro territory
- held by the LTTE had only

20 kilometres (12 miles) more to
cover, a Defence Ministry
spokesman said last week.

"We have only another 20

kilometres to link up with
troops at Kilinochchi,
spokesman Sarath Mu-

He said sorme two divisions
or 20,000 soldiers were advanc-
ing to o the land route to
the northern Peninsula of

Jaffna which is currently sup-
by air and sea because
road is held by the LTTE.
The defence spokesman said
there had been minimal resis-
tance in the past few days.

China to launch
European made
satellite

BEIJING, Nov 23: A Euro-
pean-made telecommunications
satellite that China plans to
launch early next year will
break a US stranglehold on the
Chinese satellite market, an of-
ficial niwpnpa.pcr said Sunday.

The Sinosat-] satellite, made
for China by Aerospatiale's Es-

and Defence branch and
Satellite System, will be
launched aboard a Chinese-
made Lo March 38 rocket,
the China Daily said.

The satellite has a 15-year
lifespan and will be able to
cover all of China and South-
east Asia, the newspaper said.

South African President Nelson Mandela shakes hands

with Indonesian President Suharto, left, after Mandela
decorated him with the Order of Good Hope at his
residency in Cape Town, Saturday. President Suharto
ends his official visit to South Africa and is due next in

Canada.

— AP/UNB photo
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'which has imposed a

POWs with Uzbek

warlord

ISLAMABAD, Nov 23: The
United Nations brekered the
first exchange of prisoners be-

tween Afghanistan’'s Taliban
army and its Uzbek enemy,
Raal{id Dostum, in what the UN
hopes will lead to further ex-
changes, an official said on

Sunday, reports AP.

The Taliban Islamic Army,-

which rules much 0
Afghanistan, freed five com-
manders loyal to Dostum, an
ethnicnfu whose forces run
parts of northern Afghanistan.

In return Dostum released
four Taliban soldiers, said Za-
mir Kabulov, a UN official who
hel broker the de?l.l

%he prisoner exchange was
the culmination of a week of
negotiations, he said.

The Taliban religious army,
d form
of Islamic rule in the es ted
90 per cent of the country un-
der its control, is | in a
protracted and bitter battle with

an alliance of smaller parties,
all based in northern
Afghanistan.

Doestum is part of the anti-
Taliban alliance, however in re-
cent weeks he has stepped out
on hismtuncg)ﬂntca ris-
oner exchange with the Taligan

On Friday, a UN plane fer-
ried the freed Taliban soldiers

to Afghanistan’'s southern city
of Kandahar from northern

A e aay “’;HE;%;
P

iHe Taljhah were thro

the north in a ferocious battle.
Hundreds of Taliban died in

that t and thousands more

were lieved to have been

taken prisoner.

China to help more
foreigners become
familiar with
language

BEIJING, Nov 23; China has
decided to more foreigners
hwmflmr with the Chi-

nese , which is spoken
the t tion on
AT
Zhu , minister in

charge of the state education
commission, said at a meeting
that this is in line with China's

e ST

na-
tional Itl'l:;#h.
58 & forian Tacgrings wil
nese as a
be enhanced next year,” he said,
noting that foreigners are be-

more interested in Chi-
nese cultural, political and

economic :
In IB‘E% of peo-
ple taking the HSK, or Chinese

profi test, is to
reach 26,000, an increase of 24
per cent over 1996.

More than 84,000 people
have taken the test since it was
established in 1988,

China is dra up a new
teaching outline will make
a greater effort to Chinese

teaching in North America and
Europe. )

BAGHDAD, Nov 23: Cafes

| were crowded Saturday along

Baghdad's main shopping
Iragis drank tea. smoke
cigarettes and played cards but
the talk was mostly of one
: relief that the conflict

was over, reports AP.

Iraq has been on alert of
military attack from the United
States for three weeks, since
Saddam Hussein ordered the
expulsion of American UN in-
spectors searching Iraqgi nnili-

sites for weapons of mass
dcup}ructinn. ’ ;
o prepare for war, ple
stoc food — cans of beans
and tuna — and lined up for
asoline under ment-or-
ered rationing: for private
cars, just 40 litres (10.4 gallons)
for four days. They dismantled
factories, carrying machinery
to hiding places to protect it
from bombing.

With the inspectors back in
Baghdad. the worst of the ten-
sion seems to have .AUS
warship is still in Gulf, and
extra US fighter planes are still
in Kuwait, just over the border.
lratélll still on alert.

ut — for the moment —
lru}ln say they are satisfied.
| consider this the end of the

embargo, and it Is a
victory of Iraq,” uﬂ’hmm Mazen

Global campc;fgn making progress

in limiting spread of Hepatitis B

MADRID, Nov 23: An ag-
gressive gh::tl_f::gnll1 ?:clgﬂti%n
cam H.Iﬂl to t Hepatitis B,
wh:l::l:l'-n lls more than a mil-
mgén:urldﬂdcmclaig]—
year,
iting the spreéad of viral dis-
The surge in Hepatitis B in
the last decade, which like
other forms of titis causes
inflammation of the liver,
Kmpteﬂ a group of experts to

er in 1992 to form
the Vi Hepatitis Prevention
Board (VHPB).

Their aim was to back rec-
ommendations the World
Health Organisation (WHO) in
hepatitis prevention and
treatment.

The group met this week in
Madrid to assess five of
efforts, notably in Europe
where nearly one million peo-
ple continue to get infected each
year by this virus, 90,000 be-
come chronic carriers and
24,000 die.

Earlier this decade, the WHO

ahead — coun-

tries to integrate a vaccination

against Hepatitis B into their

national vaccination pro-
as of 1997,

In 1994, the WHO then
launched a global challenge —

lion

to reduce by 80 per cent new
cases of ﬁlw of t:lht virus
among c n e
2001. Recalled Mark e,
physician, member of the VHPB
and the medical officer respon-
sible for WHO World Vaccina-
tion Programme against all
forms of hepatitis, based in
Geneva. '
Victims of the disease er-
ally experience nausea, fever,
weakness, loss of appetite and

jaundice. Outright prevention —
via vaccinations — is consid-
ered the best a for this
tenacious virus can land a

victim in bed for. up to eight
weeks and, in some cases,
weakened for up to a year.

Six years the WHO rec-

ommendations to states to im- .

t national anti-hepatitis

injection programmes, more
than 90 countries around the

globe have heeded this advice

and now systematic pre-
ventive tion of all chil-
dren and adolescents, the VHPB
experts said.

. these countries ac-
count for about 40 per cent of
the 145 million babies born
each year on the planet, and
about 60 per cent of the 350
million carriers of the virus
worldwide.

. mistic” that the goal

reached to reduce the number of
children carriers of the disease
by 2001 hﬂ:nd that “"great
istered worldwide. e
cent of the world's

Hepatitis B vaccination pro-
amme. Today, the number
to countries, in

and Western Eu-

plemented or are starting such a

old lady of the seas arrived at the end of her farewell tour of Britain.

Royal Yacht Britannia sails into Portsmouth southern England, Saturday, for the
time before she is decommissioned next month. Thousands of people lined the shore
gathered at the entrance to the harbour to witness the historic moment as the grand

— AP/UNB photo

 Iraqis breathe sigh of relief while

IruTl

people willing to speak
reporters expressed optimism
that recent events mean the

embargo may be over.

Anger toward the United
State was rife, with the sl
“Down with America” scra
on walls, buildings and streets
all over the city. week, the
speaker of parliament urged
school children to write the slo-

s, setting an example by
gw:-lntmg the Egan in chalk on a
sidewalk.

Hnr;r people are sick of hav-
ing UN inspectors searching

Iraq's factories and warehouses
for weaml and chemicals, and
seeing rican U-2 spy planes
soaring overhead.

"They are about to take the
Iraqi flag down and put their
own flag instead,” dad res-
ident Saeed Jasim said Satur-
day, expressing a comment
heard from many others.

With rationing still in place,
few cars were on the streets and
lines were long at gas stations.

Many more people have been

the boats that run regu-
larly on the Tigris River

through the city's centre.

Few le were shoppin
Satusdar. Sher buying oo ol

the emergency supplies and
food thﬂ;nc:d over the past
weeks. cafes were crowded
primarily because le aren't
working, with many factories
closed.

But some have been re-
assembled, including the na-
tion's biggest oil refinery,
which sits in the middle of
Baghdad. Like a giant candle,
the tall pipe of the na refin-
ery blazed with fire as usual on
Saturday, a mes to Iraqis
for miles around that the crisis
was coming to an end.

Another report from UN
says, after Russia failed to con-
vince the United Nations to
make changes in the Iraq
weapons inspection ro-
gramme, the Iraqi UN ambas-
sador is warning that another
showdown with the interna-
tional community is likely.

Nizar Hamdoon, appeari
Saturday on CNN's "Evans an

Novak" show, was asked
whether a "repeat ormance”
of the events of the last three

weeks was possible, meaning a
standofl between the Iraqis and
UN inspectors trying to enter

sensitive Iraqgi sites,

"l don't wish that to happen,
obviously,” Hamdoon said. "But
it's clear here that if the people
of Iraq, the 22 million people of
Iraq, continue to die silently, 1
don't think that they will stay

quiet for a long time.

Hamdoon added that "if

nothing is reselved because of
the American ure on the
Security Council members,
then in a while — [ don't know
when — in weeks or months, we
could get back into a similar
situation.”

Hamdoon appeared on the

rogramme shortly after the

Council met to discuss

a repo:( by the meet-

ing of the UN Special Commis-

sion, which arms in-
spections In Iraq.

Russia to use ul:e meet -

to make in pro-

mmmt and ate the pro-

cess for m{?‘"ﬂ,"“’ com-
pliance with UN disarmament

regolutions in the fields of nu-
clear and -range missiles.
But the plan backfired, and
the commission a set
of recommendations and ob-

servations which were virtually

identical to the Mﬁ-ﬁm-
can view of the situation.
The commissioners said

with |

constitutional

functional relationship” be-
tween the president and the
Leghari ltﬁl;ed in th
ca uproar e
overnment last week when he
elayed signing into law a
hastily-passed to amend
the 1976 Contempt Act.

The amendment would give
Sharif the right of appeal that
would put any conviction for

contempt in a
ey gl v o

Supreme Court judges now han-
dling the case. :

arif faces a contempt
charge following comments he
made about the judiciary at a
news conference.

? Earlier Sharif was locked in
a row with the judic over
appointments of in Octo-
ber. That dispute was defused
when he raised five hlEl; court
judges to the Supreme Court as
recommended by the chief jus-
tice.

Naidu too
‘nami

The Buily Star 11
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‘Sharif seeks to heal rifts with |

BJP for deleting
remarks on Tamils,
Sikhs in Jain
Commission report

HYDERABAD, Nov 23: BJP
General Secretary, M Venkaiah
Naidu today demanded that the
remarks on Tamils and Sikhs in
the interim rﬁ?nrt of Jain
Commission fin s should be
deleted in the final report, re-
ports PTI.
to reporters here,
objection to the
of Tamils and Sikhs
and attribu them with "anti-
national”" motives. "This is un-
fair." he said.

"DMK government in Tamil
Naduisa rati elected
g.omwmmunt and the criticism

some quarters dubbing it
as anti-national is unjust and
unfair,” he said.

Coming down heavily on the
reported remarks of gress
leader Jitendra Prasada on the

‘issue, Naidu said at some point

of time the then Congress gov-
ernment encouraged LTTE and
it was a pity that the party ac-
cuses D of being anti-na-

» Record

Fatwa against
Queen Elizabeth?

LONDON: The official Li
Saturday that Queen Eliza

an news
II should

ency Jana said on
ave been stoned to

death for having had her daughter-in-law Princess Diana

murdered Reuter

A cnm'menta.ry Jana's foreign editor on the British

monarch's 50th anniversary was broadcast on Libyan
television and monitored by the BBC in London.

* He expressed the anniversary should be celebrated
at all so soon after a's death in a car crash on August 31
and reiterated Libyan allegation that the British royal family

had had her killed.

"Is it not astonishing that England and the queen, whose
criminal and scandal -ridden throne is collapsing, celebrate

this event?," the Jana foreign
"The Queen,
her family, shou

editor said.
committing this horrible crime together with
have been stoned rather than allowed to

to strict Islamic law, the punishment for murder

celebrate this event. *

is to death, though
No spokesman for the r

was immediately

it is carried out very
household, Buckingham Palace,
available for comment.

rarely.

But allegations in some middle eastern news media that

Diana was murdered to prevent her

being converted to Islam by

her boyfrined, egyptian-born Dodi Al Fayed, have been gen-
erally ignored or ridiculed in Britain. .

" .
Mr Bean's bad idea

NEW YORK: Rowan Atkinson did all his own comedy stunts
in "Bean," including wearing a turkey carcass on his head, re-

ports AP.

The British actor behind the

goofball Mr Bean even tried us-

a real, uncooked turkey as a prop despite the "high risk of |

Before the

bloody and bony inside,” Atkinson says in the
e. "You don't want that next to

e | d a fake turkey.
; % --M’-:—.ﬁr Pl iadt @113

you ear-

‘‘‘‘‘

= i '-l.| yelratia

ed a8 Mr Bea"on 1if$ own

‘BBC television show. "Bean"’is an international hit,~having
sold $130 million in theatre tickets before opening in the
United States. It's done well since its US debut, too, finishing in
the top five in its first two weeks of domestic release.

Charles Spencer begins

to like the media
CAPE TOWN, South Africa: The brother of Princess Diana,

the media of
prives Mptmlng her to mtht is slowly re-emerging as a
AP.
Spmmimdcd a gala ballet performance

to raise money for emergency hot lines, his second

alive and
Eot Eharied Soe
Saturday

her miserable while she was

p;%:nnce in three daY‘ to te charities.
! media- ear tulcf a crowd of 800 Cape Town digni-

taries that he been inundated with
_work after Diana's death, and had recei
sympathy.

Saturday's visit followed an a
plush Mount Nelson Ho

t
Town's

uests to do charity
200,000 letters of

arance Thursday at Cape
, where S cer dedicated a

fund-raising campaign for local hospices to Diana.

Spencer slammed the press
making her "the most hunted

at Diana's funeral, accusing it of
person of the modern age.” She

died in a Paris car crash on Aug 31 — paparazzi photographers

in pursuit.

Postmortem report of
Alexander the Great

HYDERABAD: More than 2,300 years after his death, doctors
seem to have found how and why Alexander the Great died,

reports PTI.
In a poster
Conference of

resented at the recent 38th Annual National
Indian Societ
Propedeutic of Greece says that the

of Gastroenterology here, Dr
at king of Macedonia died

of acute pancreatitis, secondary to heavy alcohol consumption
and rich meal.
Drv?opedeuuc. who works in the Department of Surgery,

University of Thefsaloniki, Ippokratein

ospital, Greece, said

that he had arrived at his ‘postmortem’ findings after carefully
reconstructing the last two weeks of Alexanders life.

The conqueror of an empire that covered much of Asia,
Alexander suffered from depression following a mutiny in his
army that prevented him from advancing to the Ganges after he

had defeated Porus in 327 BC.

.Hamdoon predicts another crisis

before Iraq could be declared in
compliance with jhe resolu-

tions ng its nuclear and
long-range missile pro-
grammes

They also fepeated allega-
tions 3 which Iraq has denied —
that Baghdad has mounted a
concealment campaign to hide
proscribed s and mate-
rials and pressed again for

ssion to base fixed-wing
surveillance aircraft on Iraqi
territory.

Before the television pro-
gramme, Hamdoon told re-
porters at the United Nations
that the S Commission
report failed to reconcile the
difference between the UN's de-
mand to enter any site it
chooses and its tance of
Iraql sovereignty territo-
rial integrity.

Most of the standoffs have
occurred at sites which Iraq
says are unrelated to its
weapons of mass destruction

amme but which are vital
o national security and. the

mun of Iraql President
Hussein.

iraq says the UN teams have

F#h to enter those sites as
of an American cam

o topple Saddam under the
cover of the inspection pro-

OIC summit to help

end Afghan crisis,

TEHRAN, Nov 23: Afghan
President Burhanuddin b-
bani expressed the hope here
yesterday that the upcoming
summit of the Organisation of
the Islamic Conference (OIC), to
be held here on December 9-11,
would help put an end to the
current Aighan civil war, re-
ports Xinhua.

While meeting with Iranian
Majlis (Islamic consultative as-
sembly) Speaker Ali Akbar
Nateq Nouri, Rabbani said that
Afghanistan expects the OIC
Summit to launch a serious ef-
fort to put an end to the civil
war in the country, lranian of-
ficlal news agency IRNA re-
ported.

Afghanistan is in very need
of peace and tranquility. he
said, adding that his country
appreciated Iran's peace efforts
in this respeet.

Rabbani, currently in Iran
for medical treatment, also .
blamed foreign countries for in-
tervening in Afghanistan, say-
ing that the fi interference
has led the country into the cur-
rent dilemma.

Nouri also said Afghanistan
can solve the em by itself
if certain fo countries do
not meddle in the Afghan af-

| fairs.



