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President Clinton applauds Leah Rabin, wife of the late
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, dunng a ceremony
inthﬁEutRmmnd'thaWhlta uanday,wherethe
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Pakistan looks to army
for lasting solution

ISLAMABAD, Nov 22: Pak-
istan is to the to
broker a lasting solution to a
constitutional crisis after its
initial intervention eased bitter
tensions, observers said today,
reports AFP.

The country heaved a sigh of
reliefl when last-minute inter-
vention by Army Chief General
Je I{aramat on Thursday
a a move by Prime Minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif's party to im-
m President Farooq Ahmed

g i

Behind-the-scenes efforts
with the help of the army are
now under way to restore work-
ing relations between the two

t.Dp leaders, sources and reports

'mc}r army has to broker a
permanent peace after the tem-
porary ceasefire,” said com-
mentator Aslam Sheikh, em-

the need to repair the
to relations between the
of the state.
e general has played a
"positive role," said annthr:r
commentator, Waseem Ahmed
Shah, adding the national in-
terest demands the power cen-
tres do not overstep their areas
of jurisdiction.
ational dailies praised the
conciliatory role of the army,
while regretting the situation
was allowed to worsen to the ex-

two

International

Constitutional crisis

tent that the army chief had to
l-tt? in.

It is a supreme irony that
the army's mediation helped to
save ‘democracy.,” the news
commented editorially.

But this "has earned the mil-

leadershi much credit,” it
calling "checks and
halancca in th: interests of
democr
The mass-circulation daily
Jang said a meeting between
Sharif and could be ar-
ed soon as part of the rec-
uow. I} said there
was a pr to form a con-
sultative body like the National
Security Council which was
created hy Leghari before the
elections in February but re-

jected by Sharf after assuming

The council. grouping the
president, prime minister, ser-
vices chiefs and some key min-
isters, had been formed to ad-
vise the government on vital
national issues.

"As a result of general frus-
tration caused by upheaval

people are looking to thE army

to de thl.n&n onto the t

tf“ a cian and furrllg:r

roﬂncl governor, Ghulam
ustafa Khar, said.
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the Supreme Court.
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DPRK agrees to
- four-way talks

NEW YORK, Nov 22: New -
hope for peace in the troubled
Korean peninsula came with n

manbmnk

m'thmthemmmu:unt

N
half of a divided country that
remains technically at war af-
ter 44 years, has agreed to at-
fﬂﬂ;mu;nmha?n
in
Geneva.
ruentltlﬂl of the
Uni States, China, North Ko-
rea and South Korea made the
g roLd of rrehmrlnary' o o
round o
otiations held at Culumhia
niversity in New York.
The ember meeting
(ieneva will prnbahl{]be bﬂ:f
et e
sai peace negoti
go on for at least
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TOKYO, Nov 22: Japanese
Prime Hinlhtcr Ryutaro

ofhurefurmutuutream.

me thl: m:lmlnlltrntlnn re-
"I Mpetuachlcvencutofnt

Eﬁ
5
:
g
3
£
iR

in

ations

The Daily Mar 5

| Voting for new Serb
parliament begins

BANJA LUKA, Nov 22:
Polling stations opened today
in Bosnia's Serb territory for
parliamentary elections which
western nts hope will
weaken the grip of hardline na-
tionalists, reports Reuter.

The Organisation for Secu-

rl(% and tion in Europe
h is supervising

the twn-wt:ln elecﬁhggal 1E::]a.it:l vot-

as scheduled in the

B\H‘h republic. NATO-led peace-

troops patrolled the re-

ﬁ:n to prevent possible vio-
ce.

AP adds, the stru
tween the Baunian Ser

e be-
presi-

| dent and war crimes suspect

Radovan Karadzic entered a
new and critical phase Saturday
with voting for a new Serb
parliament.

International officials had
hoped the two-day elections
starting Saturday in the Serb-
ruled half of Busnia would help
ﬁ ular support for

sident ma Plavsic and
cut into th'l: hnrd line Karadzic

su nn arliament.
et th likely in-
stead to cepl:n the already

awning divide among thc
an Serbs.

If no side s a clear ma-
Jority in the 83-seat parliament
a long period of negotiations
over ulld[n coalitions is
likely — Bosnia Serb
polltlr:.l a mu e and interna-

tional officials still gro

for ways to cut Karadzic nutn%’
the political scene and boost
Flavalc

was brisk after llu
up-en at 8 am local time (
GMT) in Plavsic's nm'thweut
Bosnian stronghold, Banja
Luka. At least a dozen people
were lined up at one central
Folling location 15 minutes be-

ore the polls opened.

Traffic at the polling sta-
tions was constant. Several
tential voters said they cuulgo.t
vote because their names were
not on the rolls, but it was too
early to tell if that was a minor
organisational problem, or a
sign of deeper flaws.

Bosiljka Banjac, a 50- :ar
resident of Banja Luka, sai
voted for the Eocialiat P
which she described as " "tKE
who want to take us 111
rope” and want no more war In
Bosnia.

Political activists in Banja
Luka said they expected four
major Parti:u to roughly split
most ol the vote, with Plavsic's
party and the Socialists on one
side. and the pro-Karadzic

Democratic Party allied with
the nationalists Radical Party

' on the other side. The balance

of power in that case, could be

held by minor ies and Mus-
lims regist lo vote on Serb
territory.

Off the Record

virus, to triple the

buﬂw ple num-
market today
industry survey released Fri-

the first-ever drop in the num-
ber of new AIDS cases in the
United States last year, drug

17 kiﬂai ill ﬁle ill s Seven-

teen workers were killed in a fire which factory
in eastern coastal China's Zhejiang province, iuca] prcu report
said yesterday, AFP reports from Hon%ud’}f

e 17 workers were aulec inat oor dormitory when
the electrical fire broke out on the ground floor ol the factory in
"lAi'u\:*nIiml;l city on Thursday. Anuthcr worker was seriously in

jured alter jumping from the three-storey building.
-
rocks Calcutta city: A carn-
quake of moderate intensity mcasuring 5.9 on the Iitl;.,hter scale

rocked the Calcutla city and the districts at 1654 hours Friday,

PT1 reports from Calcutta.
picentre 381 km

The quake. lasting (wo secoiuds. had its e
away frem Calcutta. met office sources told . The tremot was

also felt in Gangtok and its surrounding areas. No loss of life or
property has been re;xmtd so far.

cmﬁmt Canada tour Nov 26:

g Zemin will pay an official visit to
Canada from Huvcmher :'ZE 29 after the meeting of APEC leaders
in Vancouver, Prime Minister Jean Chretien confirmed Friday,
mhng first willﬂl:tﬂ::I

to Calgary, where he will be welcomed
by Governor General Romeo Leblanc, representative of head of
State Queen Elizabeth. "The focus will be on the strengthening
economic ties between China and Alberta, particularly within
the oil and sector,” Chretien said. "It is an excellent oppor-
tunity to the relationship that exists between
Canadn and China and the important commercial ties we

14]ﬂ']ledmhamlet mrﬁtﬂaota.m

ieaitl-tpm;ﬂtml;ﬂhdﬁﬂaymahanﬂﬁmr ta in an
spected t- amilitaries.
wtmr:ﬂnmdld?lﬁg one nfm asn.ailantsTP

bcgnnaﬂn'mlﬁhcavﬂyammdmmmnnl
itary entered a store in La Horqueta, 50 kilometres (30
miles) southwest of the capital, and asked for three men by
name, said regional commander Col Alonso

The three s forward and were shot and killed, Arango
said, citing testimony of a wounded female survivor. Compan-
ions of the slain peasants then produced weapons and began fir-
ing at the men in fatigues, he said in a radio interview.

_—

clared as he received a Mideast
peace award.

their work properly.

to enable the teams to carry on

ol some economic sanclions

against Baghdad.

Activists kick the burning effigies of a Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam terrorist, former
prime minister Narasimha Rao, and gopdman Chandraswami, at a demonstration organised
to demand punishment for the conspirators who allegedly plnttod the death of former In-

dian prime minister Rajiv Gandhi, Friday. The 14-party coalition

government has been

threatened withdrawal of support by Congress, unless they dump one of the coalition con-
stituents, Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam |

=

— AP/UNB photo
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vicled at Exeter crown court in
the west of England of assault
causing actual bodily harm to
Christine.
ury heard that
ulfered from tinnitus. a
dln I?e c1r told his 54-
year- wile: "l am going to
make you suffer like I cE»."ng
Christine r said on sev-
eral occasions that he held her
arms by her sides, put his
mouth close to her ears and
thl::'ted yelling at the top of his
voice.
The injuries were so bad that
she saw a hospital lpeclllllt

who gave her a hearing aid
Environmental

law violated
in Vietnam

HANOI, Nov 22: Almost 50

per cent of 9,384 factories in-

violated en-

ronmental protection laws

and have been fined or shut

down, an nﬂicm” said
. Teports AP,

More than 4,400 Vietnamese
and foreign-controlled facto-
ries were fined for violating the
Law on Environmental Protec-
tion. while another 115 were
closed due to mass pollution,
the official Vietnam News

lnaul?rlu rln[lng from

ning to tourism were affected

cm‘d# in Hn—

lnrldllnul-ed

duntry processing plmuwnhut

Drug makers developing new medicines to combat AIDS virus

NEW YORK, Nov 22: Drug makers have come a lo “y
makenmwurkmgunanun- since the first AIDS drug,
precedented array of new Wellcome's AZT, was
medicines to combat the AIDS in 1987, mdDrJnhn ed,

a Washington physician who
treats AIDS patients and the

industry s head of medi-
cal aﬁ'aiﬂmup

drugs and vaccines on the
., according to an

, reports AP. "Here we are ten s later,

qum:kaamnuwtcﬂng just a decade, andnnr:ﬂtl'ru-cm

124 new treatments on patients, 50 drugs either for the disease

according to the survey of ma- or for associated conditions."
‘ur drug cum anies by the he said. "That's an unprece-
Research Man-  dented development.”

ufacturers nf America. The The treatments under devel-
Food and Drug Administration opment include:

has a a total of 50 — 40 anti-viral medicines

Ymvc
MD’S—m ated drugs. including
With A{ drugu leading to

and protease inhibitors, which
have proven effective in reduc-
ing the amount of the virus in
SOme gaﬁcnta

3 drugs to fight AIDS-re-
lated cancers. such as Kaposi's

first
vaccines. DNA is the
carrier of genetic information

and new di

Sarcoima.

11 anti-invective

medicines to fight npporluniuuc
diseases.
pneumonia that a
10 AIDS patients.

including a

icts Bynul of

— 5 gene therapies designed

to genetically alter patients’
cells to make them more resis-
tant.

—12 vaccines, inclu the
DNA-based preventive
principal
in cells.

The federal Centres for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention

said the drop in AIDS deaths
oses last year
shows that new drugs
seem to be slowing down the

virus that causes the disease.

In 1996, an estimated 56,730
pe Dgh: wcre diagnosed with

per cent from the
60,620 new calcs in 1995, ac-
cording to the CDC. AIDS
deaths also dropped 23 per cent,
from an estimated 50,140 in
1995 1o about J38.780 in 1996.

About 235,470 le were liv-
ing with AIDS in 1996,

The CDC said powerful
such as protease inhibitors are
apparently preventing HIV in-
fection from pr sing to full-

blown AIDS, especially in pa-
tients who start taking the

~ medicine early.

Many AIDS activists agree
that pharmaceutical com
scientists have made K‘l g

drugs a priority, hul'ﬁ

makers a mixed

them an 'A’ for
advances in science and an
'F" for fairness in " said
Daniel Zi e, executive direc-
tor of AIDS Action in Washing-
ton.

Patients pay as much as
15,000 dollars a year for I.hc
three-drug cocktails usually
used to treat AIDS and other
drugs to tackle opportunistic
infections and other related
problems,

Doctors who treat AIDS
tients have eagerly called
more drugs, if for variety.
Because mutations in the virus
reduce the effectiveness of
drugs, doctors switch them,
usually two or-three at a time.
But because only four protease
inhibitors have a
by the FDA, doctors are limited

"1 would

in the combinations they can
be. The fourth protease
nhibitor, Hoffman-La Roche
Inc's Fortovase, was a
this month. A Glaxo
now in the final
could bring the

ellcome

of

to
five.

Another closely watched

in early development is an

AIDS vaccine to be marketed by
Wyeth-Ayerst called Genevax.

The new drugs are increas-
ingly tnktn,érhe ace of new
therapies. ; instance,
still has 27.5 per cent of the
market for so-called reverse
transcri tm inhibitors, but
Bristol- lnd Co's

R e

with 22 per cent.
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Cholera breaks out in Lanka: s. C bl]l to mak duced from 20 to 15-17, with the la'sonly t
Lankan health officials ed 240 cases of cholera in the last ‘5y W minisiries and agencies be-
theve ioniha. { Chandriks Kaunaratunai 14 apa e eapons ing cut to 13 by 2001 | = iﬂhmv about sex
m a task to come up with ways to combat the disease, ' . | e went out to the studio audience: Would
said Saturday, o Colceabe idezﬁm:ﬁeﬁmﬁ;:d When mﬂ;ﬂ clusion of all Americans. Rus- | French hOStages anyone be willing to venturt on stage for a televised last;ﬂng
- T'he state-run News called it a “cholera epidemic” and | 1,24 [raqi President Saddam pﬁctt:;n ti-American banners e w g o Ym- . s . et ke = WY repcots AP
said the Health Ministry has been asked by Candrika Ku- | iussein be stripped of all capa-  and graffiti. th f Bty alive & well, says tp""md‘e’...l“mm as X tumed e i scerted yotun:
maratunga to take urgent actions and report to her in three | piiio"to make nuclear, chag Al g 2 :r:h:;rﬁe our . suade the leader t'“ : y t a beating from the leather-clad
calt:nd d  tore e amqong moni-  promised to to "improve Ta]koﬁaal All latemghtnmrkfurﬂuasias first and o 'I‘U'talk

What is health officials is that cholera cases first | 3 "o g 0. 7 o0 ;nﬁd thm W mm monitoring arrangements. J show about sex.
reported in Chilaw, about 70 kilometres (43 miles) north of e iy preebe T grou at was expelled. "'I'hu:u'lhﬂm no deal, what-  DUSHANBE, Nov 22: The The incident, one of the wilder nmm:nta in the three-month
Colosilie. e Bt Fied in the tourst Los of con 1; or iﬂ.lntg eco- ::ed inspector attributed the soever,” James Foley, the | {wo French aid workers sus- history of "About That," helps explain why the programme has
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p.,mj.h capital. the state-run news agency reported, AP says m'iiﬂ said m‘-ll 99 y TCFT“ . . tion is: Are they able to do Prosecutor-General Salo- sional that millions of people tune in late on Saturday nights.
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fear it was carried out by rival Sunni Muslim militants. m"m"'l '"w:i f the UN Iraql weapons SiteS  operate fully with the UN in- | tutions have fied in- after decades when the topic was strictly taboo.

A Shi'ite Muslim organisation, Tehrik-e-Jafria or Shrite c first priority o EM BAGHDAD "a novel achievement, | formation "that might assist in But even he is shocked by the ease with which people in this
Movement. called the ‘an act of terrorism”. Officials said ors. mwhm return ¥ - Hﬂ Ufmmm i ted.” con the : once-squeamish country will talk — and talk, and talk — about
two men on a motorcycle drove up beside Raffiq Zahid, a cleric | 9am Pﬁm under massive “‘““ ors. includin A eri- Saddam’s incentive in re- Sh ke in the Tajik | sexual fantasies, losing their virginity or, as in the recent
ﬂlhhmnm-que and shot him. US military pressure, was to ‘m‘"m“ﬂ‘ 'ﬂ vo his n of US cmmﬂnmﬁnbe a | show, the pains and pleasures of sa hism.
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l:lmldmgs Smmgar An | ™eales o carry them- hesald. Al our arms inspection  over run * the State De. | 80 loudly that she suflered per- | o 529420y the oldest map ever found in China but the
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The fire, believed caused by an electrical short, destroyed 30 | AN partners. we mus be espe-  news INA said six UN  on Friday that Americans must | (1,240 dollars) costs and ordered | 1604 Dy onmoivecirs 2 olornl o nianinese, has been iden-

shops, 15 houses, one ue and one bank building before | ¢ Lt 0 prevent ot et lmn is resumed  continue to make up a signifi- | to carry out 150 hours | onal treasure. d
m;o cﬂuﬂld bring it under control. The fire occurred at | p.o weT;ufm Dl l:;::“g::ﬂg’;f ;utll;nrlue: e ih':dﬂﬁ:t m :;c“:rt?:nnf 'Miﬂr:;'m'::: i‘;.'gm“““]' service, reports DU is leading a group from China's major museums doing -
rhepithinsdin aETﬂ (50 miles) south of the Kashmir state | ,, rogramuines” Clinton de-  provided all facilities in order peared to rule out any softening Peter Pryor, 58, was con- _}ﬂpﬂiﬂl work on cultural relics in Bebei. They believe Zhao Yu

is important in the study of historic maps ut' China and the

world.

Nepal facing desertification '

KATHMANDU, Nov 22:
Thoughtless logging and over-
grnzlnq are converting an aver-

ol 10,000 hectares of land in
the Himalayan kingdom of
Nepal every year into unproduc-
tive desert, environmetalists
have warned, reports India
Abroad News Service.

Desertification. soil erosion
and decline in the productivity
of land due to overutilisation of
natural resources are amon
the major environmenta

roblems Nepal is presently

. Statistics show that the

country is losing over 240 mil-

lion cubic metres of top soil an-
nually.

Major rivers are altering
their courses as a result of the
increased sedimentation in the
southern plains of the Terai re-

gion, and the damage to a sig-
nlﬂcant area of fertile land ign

l;tplalt few years is cause for
alarm, environmental-

Envirnnmcntnl expert
Navin Acharya says "the
river (in the eastern of the
country which flows into India)
has shifted about llﬂkmfmm
east to west in the last 232
(1731-1963) destroying a ut
1,300 sq.km. of ruductive
land.” The river in N

Terai is estimated to be
annually by 10 to 30 cm due to
sediment ts.

The alarming statistics have

forced Nepal's government into
action. Recently, the Ministry
of Population and Environ-
ment organised a seminar in
collaboration with the secre-
tariat of the U.N. Convention to
Combat Desertification (CCD)
to identify the causes of the
problem and solutions to it.

The hill kingdom is now
making a call for all South
Asian nations to combat envi-
ronmental problems in concert.

"Since environmental im-

cts in Nepal will have a direct

g in other countries of
South Asla as well, environ-
mental conservation should be
made common concern of all
the countries of the on,"
Minister for Forest and Soil
Conservation Hridayesh Tri-

emphasised.

Land degradation has also
significantly reduced agricul-
tural productivity in this coun-
try. Narendra I{hadka ecologist

and lecturer at Tribhuwan Uni-
versity, said that "35.2 cent
of the Shivaliks — a geo-

cally vulnerable area — and
21.8 per cent of the mid-hills,
where about 48 per cent of the
total population of some 20
mﬂ]lun reside, are degraded.”

ng{lfu are further
vnt growing popu-
lntinn and the shrinking size of
land holdings and pose a threat
to forest resources.

Netanyahu stands by his
peace making policies

JERUSALEM, Nov 22: A de-

| Illnt Prime Minister Benjamin

b! h u said Fﬂ::rdhe Ito;:d
is licies re i the
Unml and would not be

deterred criticism by the

United State and other coun-

tries, AF

Asked in a television inter-
view whether he had lost the
trust of world leaders, the ls-
raelli leader ac that
there was a certain tarnishing
of his image In the interna-
tional community.

"Internationally the attacks
(one me) are clear — that | don't

ve the Arab side. the Pales-
nian side, what it wlnta and

80 thare is shouting lpre-
el

TV's Channel Two in an inter-
view, "This does not bring popu
larity, not in Washington nnt
in Paris and not in London but |
think we have to stand up for
what is ours.”

Netanyahu's comments
came several days after his re-
turn from the United States
where US President Bill Clinton
wnuld not meet with him,

pparently angered over the

me M nllter s refusal to
freeze Jewish settlements build-

ings and advance the peace pro-
cess.

Netanyahu acknowledged in
the interview thlt Israel was go-
ln& through "a difficult time,"
both Intcmltinnlﬂy and at



