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Lone observatory obsolete, can

back home |rread intensity or locate epicentre

By Mizan Ali

KHAGRACHHARI, Nov 22:
Some 848 tribal refugees re-
turned to their homes in Chit-
t Hill Tracts fromn camps
of Indian State of Tripura to-
day. the second day of the
fourth phase of repatriation,
reports UNB.

A total of 850 tribals of 150
families were scheduled to come
back but two of them did not
m up due to illness, officials

With this, the total number
of returnees stood at 1,425 in
two days. Some 577 tribals of
100 families returned. on the

first day. The process will con-
tinue till November 30.

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (Revenue) Nurunnabi
Chowdhury and TNO of Mati-
ranga thana Mir Nasir received
the returnees at Tabalchhari
transit point.

On arrival at the reception
camp, the tribals were provided
with t fa;:gﬁcs. in-

money and ee mon-
ths' ration, and sent to their
homesteads.

Some 909 tribals of 150
families are ed to come
back tomorrow through Ta-
balchhari transit point.

48-hr industrial
strike Dec 7-8

Jute Mills Worker-Employ-
ees' Action Council will
a 48-hour rail—road barricade
and industrial strike December

7-8 tation
of the Wage mission, re-
poris UNB

This was decided at a na-
tional convention of the work-
ers' representatives of private
jute, cotton and textile mills
yesterday with Council con-
venor Abul Bashar in the chair,
said a press release yesterday.

resentment over
non-implementation of the
Wage Commission. the conven-
tion further decided to gherao
the office of the mills owners'
association in the city at 11 am
on Wednesday.

The Council also demands
implementation of the W

| ion Award of 1991 in

seclor jute. cotton and
textile mills and reopening of
closed mills by Deu:mggr 8.

Extradition: Spl
PP leaves for

Bangkok soon

By Staff Correspondent

Anisul Huq, one of the nPe-
cial public prosecutors in the
Bangabandhu murder case is
leaving for Bangkok sometime
this week in connection with
extradition of Maj (retd) Bazlul
Huda from Thailand, Huda is
sought for trial in the case.

Huq will represent Bangla-
desh government in the
extradition case now being
heard in a court in Bangkok,
according to official sources.

Abdul Kahar Akand, CID in-
vestigating officer of the mur-
der case, recently returned
home from Bangkok following
his deposition in the court there
in connection with the Huda's
extradition.

The court in Bangkok is
hearing a petition by Bangla-
desh Police, seeking extradition
of Huda, one of the 14 abscon-
ding accused in the Bangaban-
dhu murder case.

Huda, fled from the country
following Awami League's re-
turn to power last year. He was
Tesltlhingy lgﬂ Thai police for
S anda Is serving a sern-
tﬂlcenp there. ¢
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The country's lone seismic
observatory in Chittagong, hav-
ing 30-year-old equipment,
cannot accurately measure the
intensity of an earthquake and
locate its epicentre, sources in
the Meteorological Department
said yesterday.

At least three fully equipped
seismic observatories are re-
quired to locate the epicentre of
an earthquake and read its in-
tensity on the Richter scale.

"But bureaucratic redtapism
and sheer negligen
thwarted attempts to modernise
the seismic observatory al-
though Bangladesh is situated
in a quake-prone zone," said an
official.

ce have so far

The government plan to es-
tablish three new seismic ob-
servatories and modernise the
one at Chittagong could not be
implemented in more than a
decade, he added. The new ob-
servatories were planned for
Dhaka, Rangpur and Sylhet,
where "structural faults” sus-
ceptible to quake lie. "We are
not too sure how long it will
take to start the planned pro-
ject,” he said.

Negotiations are going on
with the French government
since 1994 for undertaking a
project to establish the three
seismic observatories and mod-
ernise the Chittagong centre,

said another official. "If noth-
ing comes up by the end of this
year, the Met Office will revise
the project and request the gov-
ernment to implement it with
its own resources," he said.
Earlier in 1986, a project for
'‘Development of Meteorological
Services' was taken up with the
UNDP. The 1.97 million US dol-
lar project, funded by the
UNDP, was postponed after
equipment were s ed and
experts started wor on it.
'Financial constraint' was
shown as the reason for post-
nement of the project which
ed to the withdrawal of UNDP
funds and the :
The project was then shelved

Fresh tremor rocks Ctg, 3 adjacent dists

Death toll rises to 6,

11 remain missing

CHITTAGONG, Nov 22: A
moderate earthquake rocked
the port city and its adjacent
areas this morning. Sim-
ilar tremors were also felt in
Cox's Bazar, Rangamati and
Bandarban.

Met office sources here said
the tremor in Chittagong was
felt for 15 seconds from 8:35:9
am with its centre 135 km
north-east of the port city. The
tremor at Cox's Bazar lasted 2-3
seconds, and in Rangamati it
was felt for 3-4 s. There
was, however., no report of

of life or prolacrty.

Meanwhile, police con-
firmed three more deaths in

terday’'s building collapse at

amj Lane under Panch-
laish thana in the city raising
the earthquake death toll to six.

Of them, Sadia, 5, who was
rescued at midnight last night
:Jnccumbed to her injuries in

. = mm
whll: two other bodies were
seen (r under the rubbles
of the collapsed building.

Police said those two bodies
would be recovered after demol-
ishing the upper portion of the
five storeyed building, first
floor of which went under soil
due to earthquake,

They further said that eleven
other residents of the building
were still missing. Their bodies

From Staff Correspondent

might be trapped under the
rubbles, police officials and
neighbours apprehended.

A next door neighbour of the
occupants of the building said
the missing people, who came
out from the adjacent tin-shed
house for shelter in the
during the tremor, were buri
under the debris.

Army joined the rescue op-
eration trom 10-30 pm last
night.

Friday’s tremor

was 6.1 on

Richter scale

.

By Staff Correspondent
The earthquake which
shook the south-eastern ok
the country on Friday had a
Eﬂtud: of 6.1 on the Richter

hécnrding Lo information

available on the Intterrn:t1 ‘g::'l?

Page of the US Geologica -

vey, its epicentre was located

about 60-km east of Bandarban,
See Page 12 Col 8

Meanwhile, an inter-de-
partmental coordination meet-
ing held with Chittagong City
Mayor Alhaj A B M Mohiuddin
Chowdhury in the chair at the
building site unanimously de-
cided to dismantle the
building immediately as it is
risky and hampering the salva-
tion work.

A broad-based committee,
comprising Chittaﬁnnﬁ’ Devel-
opment Authority (CDA), Chit-
tagong City Corporation, Rail-
way, Army and Fire Brigade,
has been formed to demolish
the collapsed building for the
rescue operation. i

The mee also decided to
declare the area around the
building unsafe.

As per decision of the meet-
ing over 100 square feet area
around the building was cor-
doned off by police and the resi-
dents were asked to te their
houses of
réescue operation.

Commissioner of Chittago
Division, Mohamma
Shakhawat Hossain, Commis-
sioner of Chitla nﬁ-lM:tm li-
tan Police Ashraful Huda, Chief
Engineer of CDA Abdul Matin,
senior engineers of Railway,
PDB. EPZ, Deputy Commis-
sioner K M Habibullah. high of-
ficials of the Army, Fire

See Page 12 Col
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and the Meteorological De-
artment failed to revive it.
ter it pr?arcd another pro-
Ject in 1993 which was ap-
proved by the government tﬁe
same year and the ERD was re-
quested to line up project aid.

In 1994, project aid was
sought from the French gov-
ernment which sent a team to

Eal_}%:adeah.

e project was discussed
again when another French
team visited the country re-

~ cently. The team informed the

which
| g of e o sy o

| see the condition

House ground yesterday.

Khalec_i_a warns at gblic meet

Sl;op conspiracy or face
oust-govt movement

By Reaz Ahmad, back from Mymensingh

Leader of the Op
Jatjﬁa Sangsad Begum Khaleda
Zia has warned of an ‘oust gov-
ernment’ movement if it signs
any accord on Chittagong Hill
Tracts {CHT) beyond constitu-
tional provisions, and fails to
ensure free and fair Union
Parishad (UP) polls.

Addressing a huge public
meeting at Mymensi Circuit
House maidan yesterday after-
noon, the BNP chairperson
said, "We will launch an ‘oust

overnment’ movement if it
eeps conspiring against our
independence and mv:rti@#-"

Begum Zia's visit to My-
mensingh was part of her coun-
trywide mass-contact pro-
gramine.

"We had achieved indepen-
dence shedding our blood and if
necessary. we will shed blood
again to save the CHT," said the
former Prime Minister

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by BNP Secretary Gen-
eral Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
Abdus Salam Talukdar, Afzal H

position in -Khan. MP, Amanullah Aman,

MP. Shahjahan Siraj, Lutfar
Rahman an Azad and other
leaders of the party and its
front organisations. District
BNP Convenor AKM Fazlul Haq
presided.

Begum Zia said the 'so-called
Shantibahini’ is a terrorist
force trained in India. brings
arms from India and “kill our
Pcnple. 50, Bangladesh may
ose its sovereignty over CHT if
an accord is signed with this
terrorist force."

She alleged that since long
India has been conspiring to
grab not only the CHT but has
also kept an eye on Chittagong
Port

The BNP chief said “This
government is handing over our
arments sector to India. Mar

ets for our jute shrimp and
leather are also in the process
of being taken over by India “

Begum Zia said the present
governinent came 1o power giv
ing lalse commitments to the

Ser Page 12 Col |
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public meeting at Mymensingh Circuit

— Star photo

government that it would to
include the project in the 1997
protocol which will be finalised
in December, the sources said.

14 bogies of two
goods trains
derail near
Langolkot

COMILLA, Nov 22: Train
services between Dhaka and

Chit were disrupted after
14 es of two goods trains de-
railed near olkot thana

this morning. reports UNB.
Sources said the mishap oc-

curred as a Dhaka-bound train
from Chi ng collided with a
Chittagong-bound train from
Mymensingh between Lan-
golkot and Hasanpur stations
at about 4 am.

Two relief trains were sent to
the spot, but train services on
the route did not resume till 10

pm.

DSE allotted
4-bigha plot

The Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE) has been allotted a four-
bigha plot at Nikunja for con-
structing a modern stock ex-

change huﬂd.l.l& reports UNB
Rajdhani Unnayan

Kartri-

akkha (RAJUK) has alread
ded over the plot to the ;
the country's prime bourse,

Tk 4 crore as the

A good number of members
of the bourse visited the plot at
Road 21 of Nikunja (north) to
the land.

The team led DSE Chair-
man M A Haq Hawlader in-
cluded vice-chairman Abdul
Haq and councillors Hosne Ara
Begum, Dewan Suhel Afzal,

igbal :‘r:d J El:'{nbir
Chowdhury acting sec-
retary M Rezaur Rahman.

700 story

Arjun took
revenge' on
human

beings?
By Morshed Ali Khan

Arjun. the Royal Bengal
Tiger that killed 10-year-old
Zakir on Tuesday when he
stepped within its reach at the
Dhaka Zoo, lost its mate on
November 8 last year.

Following the birth of four
cubs, fathered by Arjun. its
mate along with three other
ligers was poisoned to death by
‘some over-jealous zoo employ-

ees |

Many of the zoo employees
believe Arjun took revenge on
human beings by killing Zakir
for what they had done to his
'wife’.

Meanwhile, superstition
among visitors is a matter that
the zoo officials have to face ev-

eryday.
The Deputy Curator said that

See Page 12 Col 4
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'¢) No hope of early

resumption of
- AL-BNP talks

By Nurul Kabir

The dialogue between the

ruling Awami League and the .

Opposition Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party has stopped, leaving
little hope for a sound working
relation between the two feud-
ing political camps in the near
future.

The dialogue began before
the Jatiya Sangsad went into its
last session on November 2 and
the process ended as the session
wa.':_'.l_gro ed on the 16th.

¢ BNP has been abstain-
ing from attending Sangsad
proceedings since August to

press a set of demands that in-
clude lifting of ban on street
rallies in the city, stoppage of
alleged repression on political
qunntnts. disclosing contents
of the draft accord to be signed
with leaders of the tribal people
in Chittagong Hill Tracts and so
on. BNP refused to return to the
House during the last session as
the dialogue failed to forge a
consensus.

“The ruling party has not
contacted us for talks after the
prorogation of parliament ses-

See Page 12 Col 7
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Election materials including ballot boxes, indelible ink.

..........

rubber seals and stamp pads are being sent to different
areas of the country for the Union Parishad elections

beginning on December 1.

— Star photo

| morning.

dlr.

UF-Cong battle of
nerves continues

NEW DELHI, Nov 22: India's
seven-month-old minority
coalition looked days away
from collapse today as the bat-
tle of nerves with the party
which keeps it in government
dr on, reports Reuter.

ter a [renzied week of
brinkmanship and manoeu-
vring by the main parties to
find allies for the formation of
a new government or brace for a
snap election, the drama's pro-
tagonists took a weekend
breather to consider their next
moves,

Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral said today that elections,
not formally due until 2001,
might be held within the next
few months, according to the
Press Trust of India (PTI).

"It rna{' be that the next elec-
tions will take place as the
country celebrates its 50th year
of independence,” Gujral said in
a speech in the eastern city of
Calcutta. India’'s 50th year of
i ends next st.

"My strong feeling is that we
are heading for dissolution and

Prices of winter

vegetables up
By Staff Correspondent

Prices of some varieties of
winter vegetables have shot up
in the city markets because of
their "short supply.” whole-
salers and retailers said.

Prices of newly harvested
potato, tomato, and green chilli
suddenly increased Tk 5 to
Tk 20 per kilogram last week
but slightly decreased again
yesterday.

Tomato was being sold at Tk
60 per kg as nst last week's
price of Tk 40. However, the
price has now settled at between
Tk 40 and Tk 50 per kg.

Newly harvested potato is
being sold at Tk 24 to Tk 26 per
!I{"E as against last week's price of

20 to Tk 22.

Wholesalers at Kawran
Bazar told this correspondent
that there was a disruption in
the transportation of vegeta-
bles, causing an increase in the
prices of potato and green
chilli. The reason for the dis-
ruption in transportation could
not be known immediately.

However, last season's
potato, stored in cold storages,
is being sold at Tk 8 to Tk 10
kg Local variety of potato,

See Page 12 Col 6

Revenue collection misses target

§teps to contain govt

borrowing suggested

By Inam Ahmed

As the revenue collection
misses its target, economists
feel a close monitoring of the
budgetary situation and fiscal
adjustments are needed to con-
tain the government's borrow-
ing from the banking system.

"These adjustments are
needed both on the revenue and
expenditure sides to keep the
budget deficit within sustain-
able limits.” a top economist
told The Daily Star without
wanting to be named, "Other-
wise, borrowing would increase
out of proportion. This would
mean a serious threat to the
private sector which now seems
to be taking off."

The revenue collection fell
short of its target by Tk 318.59
crore in the first four months of
FY '97-98, ralsing doubts about
whether the target set for the
year is reachable. If not, the
gtgvemmﬂnt'n only course will

to borrow from the bankin
system, crowding out the pri-

vate sector. This will also make
the inflation rate, which is al-
ready creeping up, shot up

uharﬁil}r.
The World Bank also
sounded warning recently say-
ing, the budget deficit should
kept 'within sustainable limits'.
In its draft status report on
‘An Agenda for Action', the
Bank said domestic financing
of fiscal deficit should be lim-
ited to no more than 1.5 per cent
of the GDP to contain infla-

tionary pressure.
But there are still signs of no
relenting in the higher level of

domestic financing which has
been about two per cent of GDP
for the past two years.
Now, economists say. unless
the revenue position is Im-
roved, this level will increase
urther fuelling inflation. This
will have widespread effect,
from credit contraction
to fall in manufacturing

See Page 12 Col'S

early elections.” said Mahesh
Rangarajan, an analyst at the
Centre for Contemporary Stud-
ies in New Delhi.

The crunch could come early
next week in the Lower House of
Parliament if the Congress
Party puts forward a no-confi-
dence motion against Gujral's
15-party United Front govern-
ment or if he calls a confidence
motion.

Parliamentary proceedings
were blocked this week as
Congress MPs, chanting slo-
gans, demanded the removal of
a southern regional party from

See Page 12 Col 2

: PRICE TAKA 6.00

OECF help for

Ganges Barrage
_project assured

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has said that her gov-
ernment attached priority to
the development ufp transport
and telecommunication sectors
for an overall development of
the nation, reports UNB.

The government, she said,
has also given a high priority to
industries, specially those
based on gas, and to energy sec-
tor infrastructural develop-
ment for the country's devel-
opment. '

The Prime Minister was
talking to the president of Over-
seas Economic Cooperation
Fund (OECF) of Japan, Akira
Nishigaki, who called on her at
cial residence yesterday.

Hasina appreciated the
OECF assistance to different
development projects, includ-
ing the Bangabandhu (Jamuna)

See Page 12 Col 3

Right time for
foreign cos to
invest here,
says Kibria

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister S A M S
Kibria has urged foreign en-
trepreneurs to invest in Bang-
ladesh with confidence because
the country's banking and fi-
nancial sector has been brought
under tight discipline and it
would be maintained at any
cost.

He was speaking at the
launching ceremony of non-
banking tinancial institution,
Vanik Bangladesh Limited,
oint venture between Bang-
adesh and Sri Lanka, at a city

See Page 12 Col |

Bid to snatch
money from
trader: 2 riot

policemen held

By Staff Correspondent

Two riot policemen
were arrested when they al-
legedly tried to snatch mone
from a trader in front of Banﬁla
Academy in the city yes ay

Ramna police said plain-
clothes police arrested us
Salam and Safi, both aged
about 25, while they were

snatching the money from a
vegetable trader at about 5:30

The arrested persons were
produced before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's court
yesterday. A case was lodged
witg Ramna thana in this re-
gard.

Pakistan needs

strong military

for peace with

India: Sharif

ISLAMABAD, Nov 22: After
three wars and dozens of cross-
border skirmishes, Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif told gradu-
ates of the Pakistan Air Force
Academy today that Pakistan
needs a strong military if it is to
achieve a lasting peace with
neighboring India, reports AP,

"Our policy of peace can only
succeed if it is backed by a
strong and credible defence ca-
pability,” Sharif said in his
speech Lo the cadets.

The two countries have
fought three wars since the

See Page 12 Col |
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CONTRACTING

FRENCH WEEK IN DHAKA

NOVEMBER, 23rd-27th, 1997

Organised by:

France-Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce & Industry
&

French Trade Commuission

French Trade Show

Nov. 23rd-25th
1:00 pm. to 6:30 pm. (23rd)
9:30 am. to 5:00 p.m. (24th & 25 th)

French Fashion Shows & Dinners

Nov. 24th & Nov. 25th
630 pm to 10:00 p.m.
(for ticket holders only)

Seminars on French Technology

& know-how on Textile Equipment
Nov. 24th & 25th
(for professionals only)

DHAKA SHERATON HOTEL




