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Clinton refuses to trust Saddam, observes Iraq crisis

WASHINGTON, Nov 21
fusing to trust Saddam Humn
President Bill Clinton said
Thursday he would "Wait and
see” whether Iraq allows

s in tors 10 resume

. The e House insisted

Iraqi Prﬂ.ident Saddam Hus-
sein would not be rewarded for
retreating and sent more mili-

tn-z_[{'i-:::e to the Gull.
is not over,” declared

Sandy Berger, the President's
national security adviser. i

an international showdown,
Saddam suddenly revoked his
ban on American weapons in-
spectors in Iraq. UN inspec-

tions chief Richard Butler said
that if all goes well, “"We'll be on
the tomorrow morning
and in business on Fri-
day."

US sk

tinued its buildup. dispatchin
F-16 and F-15 fighters, B-
long-range bombers. refueling
planes and soldiers to man pa-
triot air defence missiles.

The White House insisted
Saddam got nothing for back-
ing down. Officials emphasised
that the United States stood
ready to veto any efforts by
Russia or others to ease the
United Nations' tough sanc-
tions against Iraq

"There is absolutely no un-
derstanding. There's no deal.
There's no concessions,” Berger
said at a White House briefing.

However, officials also said
the United States would support
increasing the amount of oil
Iraq is permitted to sell to raise
money to buy food and
medicine.

While the United States as-
serted that Saddam had failed,
the three-week crisis exposed

divisions among allies about
the use of force against Iraq.
And it allowed Saddam to once
again assert himself on the
world state. But it also focussed
world attention on Iraq's ef-
forts to acquire weapons of
mass destruction. :

Clinton, at a prayer break-
fast with religious leaders, said,
"The United States must remain
and will remain resolute” in
preventing Saddam from devel-
oping nuclear, chemical or bio-
logical weapons. "In the coming
days we will wait and see
whether he does, in fact. comply
with the will of the interna-
tional community.”

Iraq reversed course under
an arrangement brokered
Russia, h promised to
for the lifting of ns.
Iragi Deputy Prime Minister
Tariq Aziz said Russia had

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, centre, is welcomed by Indian President K R Narayanan,
left, and Prime Minister I K Gujral upon his arrival at the Presidential Palace in New
Delhi Thursday. Arafat is on four-day visit to India to discuss bilateral and international

issues.

— AP/UNB photo

" Mir's crew sucessfully |
tests solar panel

MOSCOW, Nov 21: The Mir's
crew successfully [inished a so-
lar panel test early Friday after
a failed attempt lut week that
caused the Russian space sta-
. umn ter to shut down,

, reports AP.
"I'he five-hour test, which

heﬁ Thursday night and
en shortly r n'.udnig‘-h

. went on without a hitch,”

Vera Hndvcd kova, a

mwomnn the Mission

The solar-panel test is tricky
as the crew must turn an adja-
cent solar panel away from the
sun and reconnect power cables,
Mply v - said. The p;ltlﬁl! sup-

'S an e crew
checi their effectiveness
time.

When the Russian-American
crew tried to perform the
test a week , ground con-
failed to notice a criti-
cal drop in the power supply

%

which shut down the station's
motion<control computer. It
took crew members two days to
return the station to normal
operation.

The aging space outpost has
seen some recent improvements
after a series of problems ear-

lier this year. In a series of
upacewal . Russian cosmo-
nauts Solovyoy- and
Pavel \i"l have restored

Mir's power supply almost to
what it was heful:g : June colli-
sion with a cargo ship.

On Friday, the cosmonauts
were busy installing a new car-
bon dioxide removal system.
The old one, which has often
failed, will stay as a back- UBJ

Uus utrnnaut David Wolf
was stu flight manuals to
pr are for a Dec. 5 spacewalk

Solovyov, during which
thc two plan to work on some
scientific experiments outside
the station, Medvedkova said.

Six Stealth fighters
arrive in Kuwait

KUWAIT, Nov 21: Six F-117
stealth fighters arrived in
Kuwait on i"rldlyupartnfa
US buildup that comes te a
dlplomtlc solution to Iraq's
standoff with the United Na-
tions, AP,

The aircraft are part of the
49th ter Wing, which is
based at Holloman Air Force
Base in southern New Mexico,
said Claud Young, a spokesman
at the US in Kuwait.

Another force of 32 US Air
Force will be sent to
B-ﬁiﬁﬁmhu carrying e

s cruise
missiles were dispatched to the
base at Diego Garr:ia a British
territory in the Indian Ocean
within range of Iraq

The II'.IEI bring to
the number of

Air Force and Navy aircraft in
the region. There was no im-
mediate word on when Wash-
ington might begin withdraw-
ing the forces.

Tension escalated between
the United States and Iraq fol-
lowing the Iraqgi government's
decision to ex Americans
working with UN inspection
teams charged with disman-
tling Irag's weapons of mass
destruction. Iraq said the
Americans were more inter-
ested in prolonging sanctions
than in completing their job.

But foll a Russian ini-
tiative, Iraq agreed to allow the
Americans to return, ending the

standoff. The inspectors left
Bahrain for Baghdad Friday
morning.

Dozens of nations

pledge $ 37m for
rebuilding tomb of
Chernobyl N-reactor

NEW YORK, Nov 21: Dozens
of nations on Thursday pledged
an additional 37 million dol-
lars toward rebuilding the
rapidly deteriorating concrete
tomb of the Chernobyl nuclear
reactor scene of the world's
worst nuclear accident in 1986,

reports Reuter. -

Officials said that money
raised at a eonference in New
York will enable work to be
immediately on the Sarcopha-
51.1! built in haste after the April

6, 1986 accident that spewed
radioactive fallout across the
Northern Hemisphere with
consequence still being felt
more than 11 years later.

"Let us, the community of
nations begin a new journey, an

historic journey for a more se-
cure and safe future for Cher-
nobyl,” US Vice President Al

hnre said in a speech to dele-
gates from more than 40 coun-
tries

Austria extends

visa for Gaddafi’s
son amid boycott

VIENNA. Austria, Nov 21:
Faced with a Libyan boycott of
Austrian industry, Austria has
revoked a decision nol to extend
the student visa of Libyan
leader Moammar Gaddalfi's son,
ducribcd carlier as a "security
risk.” reports AP.

When Said Gaddafi's visa to
study economics in the Aus-
trian capital expired recently,
authorities refused to prolo
it, the daily Die Presse report
in its Friday edition made
available to The Associated
Press.

:..udnlrlan television. which
picked up the newspaper re ;
said it was confirmed bypﬁ::
Austrian Foreign Ministry

The Austrian decision infu-
riated the Libyan leader, who
im a strict travel ban on
Austrians, Die Presse said.

South African President Nelson Mandela, left, talks to Indonesian President Suharto in
front of his office in Cape Town, Thursday. The two met to discuss the East Timor issue.
— AP/UNB photo

omised tuwurkfnrn"jmtlnd

air diplomatic solution." But
he acknowledged that the UJN
Security Council's permans:nt
members had off no spec ific

commitments.

The United States declared it

was not party to the Russian
deal. "It is not binding on 'us or
on the UN," Berger said. "It is
not that we are: obli-
E;ted to in any respect, or the

The United States said that
U-2 spy planes which Saddam
had atened to shoot down
would continue to fly over Iraq
and that Americans wuuid re-
main part of the weapons in-
spection team. .

"There should be no attempt
and no tion tlaat there
will be any change in either

ition of inspectors or
that may be flcywn or any
material change in the tnapec

International

tion regime that is required.”
the UN after mtinczh;:ﬂ o
General Kofi Annan. Y

The White House su
that Russia's promise seek
sanctions gave Saddam a
facc-uﬂﬂ n.{ nut of the cri-
sis ministration official
said Russian Foreign Minister
Yree?cn}r Primakov had deliv-

to Aziz in
Moscow earlier this week that
the international communit
was united and Iraq had to ban.z
down.

Before a decisive forei
minister's meeting Wedn
night in Geneva, the White
House was cal about Rus-
sia's diplomatic efforts. After-
wards, administration was
still reluctant to give Russia a
pat on the back.

"I'd rather read the last cha
ter of this book before I decide

whether | like it or not,” Bﬂ'gcr
said.

In recent days, Clinton
raised the possibility that the
United States would never allow
sanctions to be lifted as long as
Saddam was in power. Even
after Saddam changed course,
White House press secretary
Mike McCurry said, "Based on
his behaviour, it's hard to see
how there would be any lifting."

Cohen said, "The fact is that
until there is full compliance
(with UN resolutions), there can
be no lifting of the sanctions."

The United States was con-

cerned that the ulsion of in-
spectors allowed Iraq to make
some advances in its weapons

the

Brngrammcu Berger sai
nited Nations would not be

able to assess what had hap-

pened until its ins rs were
allowed to go back It::cwtgrk

!

The Luily Star 13

Cohen-Annan talks held

US forces to remain until
Iraq allows UN inspectors

UNITED NATIONS. Nov 21:
US Defence Secretary William
Cohen said here Thursday that
the US military buildup in the
Gulf would remain in place un-
til Iraq provides full access to
UN arms inspectors, reports
AFP.

After talks here with UN
chief Kofi Annan, after Baghdad

agreed to allow UN weapons
inspectors to return to Ira
Cohen also said that the US
military presence was suffi-
ciently large after Washington
ordered more aircraft to the
Gulf on Thursday.

"After Today | would not see
the need for additional aircraft
or assets, unless the comman-
der-in-chief of central com-
mand should require it," he

said.

Earlier Thursday, a Pen-
tagon spokesman in Washing-
ton said that 36 US combat air-
craft had been ordered to the
Gulf despite Iraqg's ement to
the immediate return of the UN
arms inspectors.

"The forces will stay as long
as they are necessary to be there
to make sure that our won

forces are protected.” Cohen
said.

He added that the timefr-me
dalfendcd on "how long it will
Saddam Hussein to realise
there must be full compliance.
They will be there until there is
full compliance, and ready to
enforce whatcver actions are
necessary.”

Red alert

COLOMBO, Hmr 21:
Lankan troops
nulldatln
from Tnmﬂ
gnvcmmcnt orces went on
alert for guerilla bombings at
the start of a week-long com-
memoration by the rebels nf
t.hcir dead -:anmradﬂ, officials

r’lu
i jets on Thursday
p-uunded t-.trget: of the sepa-

Sri
were today con-
sitions captured

ratist Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) a kcy

land route: tmg
capture, fumc Hmi:try

in a statement.

"By afternoon, com-
menced consolidating in the
newly-captured areas having
forced the terrorists to move
further northwards,” the min-
istry stsitement said.

t came as the LTTE began its

"heroes; week” celebrations and
Sri Lanka went on maximum

fearing LTTE bombings
Troops consolidating

positions along key
“land route in Lanka

lltl'l:fm u'illa
1‘hnuundu ul‘ troo l at-

" tem to o the kilo-
metre h o

tory held
20 kilometres more to go, a De-
fmnemniauynpoknmmd

onTh
Spomkuman Sarath Munas-

mghenﬂahnmﬂﬂﬂm:oldien'

to open the L' l:ldd
mhndmute the northern
Peninsula of Jaﬂ’nn. which is

currmﬂyuuppuedbyairmd

H: did not say when they
hoped to establish the land
route to Jaffna but said there
had been minimal resistance

from the guerillas in the past

few
[mc: sources said the

navy had sunk two LTTE boats
which were believed to have
about 12 people aboard.

Lﬂﬂmrlé‘l;lnuv 21: mme
oppsition servative Party
sug.-.red a set back Friday when
it lost one of its safest

mein districts after a ?
ehiﬁaﬂmumﬁthﬂ
a rieduced majority, reports AP.

The minor Liberal Democrat
Party won the wealthy Winch-
esi.er iamentary seat. 65
miles (100 kilometers) south-
W’l"lt of London, with a large

2,556 majority and a swi
mj..lnal the Conservatives o
9 per cent.

Liberal Democrat candidate
Mark Oaten won, 37.006 vnlu
compared
fiive minister
15.450. The ¢
Tony Blair's
Party won just 944 votes.

The result indicated that
ooy aby Dol
or the 1 ts are
willing to vote um%m

onservatives in

feat
which have traditionally

Tory. a move which if
nnlt-!lfunwide could mm
valive dominance of British
politics.

—Tories suﬂ'ér setbac];
in election

Liberal Democrat leader
Paddy Ashdown said the vote
was a of claims that
theﬂunn:rmﬂrumrm

T it A g U

and the res-

unn of former leader John
ajor.

aAre no

o e

in Beckenham, southeast
London, the Conservatives won
the seat with a reduced major ity
of 1,227. Conservative cancli-
date Jacqui Lait won 13,152
votes to beat the second placed
Labour candidate Bob Hugh'u,
who gained 11.935.

Voting in both elections took
place Thursday.
The election in Beckenhiam

was called after Conservative
hmﬂg_ﬂi.i Merchant re-
signed on following
scandal with an 18-
girl. The Winchester spec

election was called following
legal action after May
tions, when the Liberal De1no-
crat candidate won by just two

a IE
year-
1al

1 elec-

Abacha may fi free Abiola

LAGOS, Nov 21: Detained
Nigerian presidential claimant
Moshood Abiola is on a list of
75 tical Iﬂnﬂ'l who ml]r

tfﬂiﬁlﬂltz)l:ha llncalncw:

uer reported today, says

The Indcpcndent Vanguard
quoted a member of a special
committee, set up by the . presi-
dmcy to scrutinise

ng the final decision muid
be taken by Abacha.

The committee began work
on Thursday Mcd
to pass on its tions

lo Abacha today, the paper

adding that the detainees

ml(hl be freed at the weekend.
Abacha, in a nation wide
broadcast on Monday to mark
his four years in office,

E:i:nlned to release detainees —
a threat
to peace and nu:ulvd
Millionaire businessman
Abiola, widely believed to have
won an annulled 1993 poll
meant to restore democr
has been dozens of -
ical nce 1994, when

he lared himself president
based on results of the annulled

poll.

Winnie to appear at pub]ic

hearing of Truth
Commission next week

JOHANNESBURG, Nov 21:
After all the accusations, coun-
terclaims and conspiracy theo-
ries, Winnie Madikizela-Man-
dela final her -
dif‘.lcmuftlm chance to tlﬂ. her
s story, reports

The ex-wife of President Nel-
son Mandela will appear next
week at a public of the
Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, which is loo
into 18 cases of alleged mur-
ders, kidnappings and torture
by her in the 1980s.

Beginning Monday, testi-
mony from allies and foes, po-
lice and clergy, politicians and
township street dwellers is
likely to repeat past accusa-
tions, but could uncover new in-
formation on up to eight mur-
ders and other crimes.

Her bodyguards, known as
the Mandela United Football
Chlub, created such havoc in the
Sweto black township that
former friends and anti-
apartheid allies (urned nst
the woman once called the
"mother of the nation." Jerry
Richardson, her chief body-
fuard is serving a life sentence
or murder

For Winnje Mandela. the

hearing is a chance to publlcly
confront the d‘ﬁ

and keep her

before next mnnth s niunn-l
conference of the governing

African National Congress.
As pn:lldenl of the ANC

anm S Lﬂlﬁxpart{l’:nd:pulr

pruldcnl
make her dent of
the coun t 1999 na-

tional election.
Singapore lifts
ban on Mao’s book

SINGAPORE, Nov 21: Singa-
pore today lifted restrictions on
a book on China's late revolu-
tionary leader Mao Zedong,

uyi:gkit was no lnnger objec-

In a notice todl the Min-
istry of lnfurmnuun and the
Arts (MITA) said it was ending
restrictions on five Puhllcn-
tions, them the "selected
works of Mao Zedong” and two
magazines from China, China
reconstructs and Peking review.

“These publications are no
1 objectionable on moral,
religious or communal
grounds,” MITA said.

way t terri- -
the Lhﬂmﬂd only

Multiple births — a failure

not a victory

BOSTON, Nov 21: To those
who specialize in fertility
treatment, the birth of seven
babies to one woman is no mir-
acle, AP.

The goal of fertility
medicine is to uce a e

bbi McCau

health haby.
ey's delivery in Des Moines,
lowa, un Wednesday of septu-
as it is — is seen
man]rlnthtﬂcld as a fail-
ure, not a victory.
"We don't consider this a
moment," said Dr. Eliza-
Ginsburg of Brigham and
Women's Hospital in ton.
The reason is th;lt ml.]:ltiple
pr?nanclﬂ virtually always
end with premature delivery.
This mcremn the chance of
all the babies or deliver-

ing ones that are tly
damaged physic men-
uugl McCa s case, the ba-

hiumheal and reason-
va! B ""é‘“’“““‘“
3 pound (0.9 and 1.4 kilos)

— because she was able to carry
the seven for nearly 31 weeks,

which is longer than the norm
for so many fetuses.

Fertility medicine has per-
mitted ancy in thousands
of women who otherwise could
not conceived. Yet, the tools are
rather crude, and doctors can-

t precisely control how many

'LlhEE will take root in the
womb.

Twins and triplets are com-
mon. And as the McCaughey's
bounty shows, more — many

more — sometimes happen

"This is nnm:thing we fear"
said Dr. David Walmer, head of
the In Vitro Fertilisation (IVF)

amme at Duke University
tors try to lower the
chances of multiple births b
mgulattng the amuunt of fi
ity medicines they give, cnunt-
ing the number uf eggs produced
and fi them in the test
tube. But clearly, none of these
es is perfect.
Acr:nrding to the US Na-

tional Centre of Health Statis-
tics, the number of triplets,
quadruplets and more has
tripled since the 1970s, and the
use of fertility drugs accounts
for most of the increase. There
were 4,594 of these babies in the
Untied States in 1994.

When women are infertile
because they have infrequent
periods, doctors often try a drug
called clomiphene, which stim-
ulates ovulation. The drug
works by interfering with es-
trogen in the brain, and about
half of couples get pregnant
within six months of use. About
one in 10 of these pregnancies
produces twins.

When this medicine [ails,
doctors often try injections of
follicle stimulating hormone,
which triggers the ovaries to
release eggs. About 25 per cent
of the pregnancies that result
are multiple. Of these, two-
thirds are twins, and one-third
are triplets or more.

Hlu Wurld finalists from, left to nght Umhed States Salhe Tnussamt India, Dmna Hay-

den,
tographed during
Miss World Pageant.

United Kingdom, Vlch Lee Walberg, and South Africa, Jeda Mut&ung, pho-
ing the final photo session in the Seychelles, Thursda}r ahead of Saturday's

— AP/UNB photo

Violence still dominates
way of life in Karachi

KARACHI, Pakistan, Nov 21:
It was three in the morning and
Ghazala waited anxiously in
the bridal room for her new
husband Tariq to show up. He
never did, reports Reuter.

A few hours later. he was
found dead with multiple bullet
wounds, less than a mile from

the home where his 25-year-old
bride was ng her solitary
wedding ni

Two ks later, Ghazala,

family members and the police
are still clueless as to why
Tariq, 31. was first tortured and
then shot dead.

This is Karachi. The city of
12 million is the financial capi-
tal of Pakistan. the country's
only port, and for over a decade.
a virtual war zone.

According to the Asian De-
velo nt Bank, it will soon

pme
join the list of overcrowded

megacities of Asia that will
double their population — and
with ir their crime rate — by

Tariq bec her

ariq ame anot sorry
statistic in the long list of daily
murder cases, another faceless
victim of the ethnic, sectarian
and political violence that has
ra this city.

e roots of violence go
deep in Pakistan. They have
been nourished by our recent
history.” the prestigious Dawn
newspa said in an editorial
last week.

“They are also connected to
the general breakdown of ad-
ministrative, especially law en-
forcement machinery in the
country as a whole,” it said.

But the death of a poor clerk
like Tariq attracts little atten-
tion, unlike the March 1995
killing nf two US consulate

em&‘
Iut Wednesday' lh-
hour slaying of four

oil workers and their Flkiltlnl
driver, shot dead as they sat in

. 80 far this

their car.

There is, however, a commmon
thread to the killings of both
rich and poor. They almost
always go unsolved and last
week's s typical.

"We have made a video of the
place of the incident, got the
sketches of the suspects,
recorded the statements, recov-
ered the car used in the attack ...
but I am afraid no break-
through has been made yet,” a
police official said.

Almost 400 people have died
. over 500 died in
1996 and 2.000 lost their lives
in 1995. But the causes of the
violence are almost as varied as
the backgrounds of the victims.

Police blame the daily
shooting incidents on local

such as the Mohgjir Na-
mﬂmt (MQM) which
has been a

urban
war with the Hagqiqi splinter
faction.

Police estimate that several
thousands have died in Karachi
since 1986 when ethnic riots
broke out between the Urdu-
spe Mohajirs — who fled
to Pakistan after the partition
of the Sub-continent in 1947 —
and emigrants from other
provinces of the country.

Other killings are put down
simply to personal enmities,
but the more serious nttlcku are
often linked to forei E:e

Some bomb blasts have n
blamed by authorities on
of the Indian intelligence nutﬂt
Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW).

But attacks on Americans
and Iranians are seen as the
work of groups linked to ex-
tremist Ara Islamists or

-based factions who also
q support of some of the lo-
slamist parties

Residents say the violence
surged only after Pakistan,

along with the United States,
began funding anti-Soviet
I"DH:ES in Afghanistan in the
arly 1980s.

nce the war was won,
Afghan veterans poured into
Pakistan and local newspapers
have criticised the police and
intelligence agencies in Karachi
for making little effort in
tracking down the renegades.

The News daily in its Friday
edition carried a story accusing
Pakistani secret services offi-
cials of going soft on Afghan
war veterans.

"While Americans had no
problem turning their guns
against their former comrades
in the war against the Soviet
Union, it was impossible for the
Pakistani security officials to
show a similar response.”

"In this part of the world it is
difficult to break linkages once
formed.” the newspaper quoted
a security official as saying.

To this day, Pakistan is ac-
cused of funding the hardline
Taliban movement, who now
control two-thirds  of
Afghanistan. Islamabad denies
the charges and blames [ran of
supporting the anti-Taliban
coalition.

Residents point to the at-
tacks on Americans and Irani-
ans as symptomatic of the con-
tinuing link with the Afghan
crisis,

Financial analysts say Pak-
istan will lose much of its drive

for foreign investment and do-
mestic political stability if it
does not set its house in order.

"We need to get down in
earnest to badly needed admin-
istrative reforms, not so much
for how this might affect our in-
ternational image but for the
sake of making the country a
better governed dplacc. the
Dawn editorial sai



