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PM's intervention to remove
'logjam' in CHT talks sought

By Staff Correspondent

The Humanity Protection
Forum (HPF), a human rights
oup in north-eastern India,
as said no agreement on Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts (CHT) will be
successful if Bangladesh gov-
ernment fails to resolve the
"basic problems"” there.
According to a BBC report
monitored here last night, pres-
ident of HPF Mrinal Kanti
Chakma, known to have close
links with the Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS). in a statement
yesterday said PCJSS leaders
want intervention of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to re-
move the mmﬁlcﬂues doggin
its talks with the Nationa
Committee on Chittagong Hill
Tracts (NCCHT).

Mrinal Kanti Chakma,
based in Agartala, said PCJSS
"rebels" in CHT are "very much

annoyed” with the activities of
the NCCHT. The NCCHT is try-
ing to "force the rebels to si
an agreement by-passing the
most important issues like re-
turn of lands to tribals, reset-
tlement of the settlers else-
where and additional power for
the proposed Regional Commit-
tee B& quoted Mrinal Kanti
as saying.

Mrinal said. "not jugglery of
words but sincerity" is required
to hring permanent peace in the
CHT. "But the NCCHT lacks
that", he claimed. "His organi-
sation has sent a letter to Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina seek-
ing her intervention to remove
the logjam in CHT talks", he

Loadshedding

+ From Page 1

unknown when this plant
would become operative.

Besides, a 1 MW unit at
Ashuganj remains inoperative
for over two months due to a
technical problem.

"By December, this situation
would sli%htl improve as the
Ghorasha ﬂﬁh unit and the

Ashuganj unit are likely to be
operative by then," said a
source,

But the demand for power
will rise te 2400 MW in next
sugnmer frc 1 the present 2100
MW, maki ., power supply situ-
ation grim, the sources said.

Although gas supply to gas-
hungry power units of the
country will improve after the
British company Cairn starts
%as supply from Sangu well in

pril, the existing plants will
not be able to produce more
than 2000 MW power.

"This crisis would ease a lit-
tle in June next when a new
power plant in Ashuganj starts
supplying 200, MW to the na-
tional grid.” said the source.

Z garments workers
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wards. Two others were taken to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) where doctors de-
clared Mazeda dead, police said.
Gulshan police said th

sent the two bodies to the DMC

morgue for autopsy. An unnatu-
ral death case was lodged in this

regard.

added.

If there is no discussion on
the basic issues, the forthcom-
ing meeting between the NCCHT
and the SS on November 26
will not be fruitful at all, he
added

The HPF last week t in-
tervention of the Indian -
ernment to remove the 'bottle-

necks” standing in the way of
an t.

mmrs believe since
the Indian government
it, the HPF has now t the
intervention of Sheikh Hasina,
the BBC added.

An official of the Indian
Foreign Ministry, when asked
said India has a role in resolv-
ing the tribal refugee problem
because they are currently stay-

in India. But it has no role

in the "Political issues” in CHT

since it is an internal matter of
B adesh, the said.

en asked, hi officials

in Bangladesh said they are not

aware of any such statement,

the BBC report added.

OECF chief

due today

The President of the Over-
seas Economic Cooperation
Fund (OECF) of Japan, Akira
Nishigaki, will arrive in Dhaka
today on a four-day visit to
Bangladesh, reports UNB.

During the visit, the OECF
President will call on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, Fi-
nance Minister Shah AMS Kib-
ria, and State Minister for Civil
Aviation, Tourism and Plan-
ning Dr Muhiuddin Khan
Alamgir. = sl

Besides, he will visit some

project sites, incl the Ja-
muna Multipurpose . said
a PID handout. &
UF rejects
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basis of your report,” he told a

reporter who asked his com-
ment on the develo t.

In reply to another question,
he said he could react only after
he was formally informed by
the Front of iis sion.

String of newspaper head-
lines today predicted polls
would follow the colla of
Gujral's coalition.

ough Gowda did not lay
?uh the coalition's I:Efxt step,
eaders apPearcd ready to
the president to call for new
elections rather than face a
confidence vote. A cam
lasﬂ;fe several months would
prec voting.
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| Misappropriation of

Tk 15 lakh : Police
looking for Sonali

Bank official

By Staff Correspondent

Tejgaon police and intelli-
gence s were hunting an
official of the Sonali Bank
branch at the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO) for his alleged In-
volvement in misappropriation

of Tk 15 lakh.
Nesar Ahmed Mizi, a senior

official of the bank’'s :I:::Il:j sec-
tion, was char wit sa

ation whg:d a DGM of
m a case against him
on Thursda

The bm{ management dis-
covered the sho of Tk 15
lakh at the closing hour of the
bank on Wednesday. But Nesar,
in-charge of the cash section.
who went out of bank du the
lunch hour on the day has

missing since then, police said.

BNP
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detail the 'so-called peace ac-
cord’' on CHT and resolved that
any accord without the en-
dorsement of all communities
in the CHT would not be -
able to the ple. It decided
that a countrywide hartal
would be observed on the fol-

Ipwh;ﬁ day if any accord is
sign nd constitutional
provision. Besides, other

grcn:lezcnt pro%rémmm:l would
announ : meeting
decided.

The meeting alleged that
many opposition leaders and
workers were being harassed

S e e s,
Sonia
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the Itallan-born Gandhi indi-
cated her 'will ' to take
charge of India's oldest poli

old Gandhi, a

Tribal refugees
From Page 1 -°

adequate transports to
%thM
ing and pay their arrear al-
lowances. . it started at
1:45 pm and continued till 6:30

On return, Sukomol was
ﬁn:ctcd by Chief Whip of the
atllya Sangsad Abul Hasnat
ullah and refugee Task
Force Chairman paranjan
Chakma, MP, at the middle of
the bridge.

A total of 6063 peo

bkt potnt wid Rasogiels oirit
point an
official sources said. It wﬂﬁl:l-
tinue till Nov 30. -

Before the repatriation re-
sumed, a ceremony was organ-
ised at Shilachhari of South
Tripura, opposite Tabalchhari

t. It was also attmdedz a

sh team led by Abul

Hasnat Abdullah. The team in-

cluded maéur of Chittagong
Mohiuddin Chowdhury.

The function was addressed
by Tripura minister for r

hab Majumder, minister for
sports Jiten Chowdhury,
refuﬁu leader Upendra Lal
Ch . Abul Hasnat Abdullah
and Kalparanjan Chakma.

31l posatie aicpe wars tiker by
e steps were n
the government to rehabilitate
the returnees,
s U Stent Rbitly ek o
the t and the PCJSS.
pendra Lal Chakma said
that the fourth phase of repa-
triation started in response to
the sincerity shown by the
desh Prime Mini for
the issue.

“On completion of fourth
phase, the lifth phase would
start” U said.

Keshab Majumder said the
refugees, after return to their

, would live in peace.
" coun has problem,
but the problems should be
sorted out staying inside one's
own country.”

The two ministers of Tripura
state also came to Tabalchhari

before formally starting the
‘repatriation.

will be

The Baily Star

| Interaction among judges |

‘in the region stressed

By Staff Correspondent

Former Indian chief justice
AM Ahmadi yesterday stressed
the need for interaction among
the judges of different coun-
tries, especially of this region.
for better functioning of the ju-
dicial administration.

Addressing a seminar on
"Experience S on Gender
Issues in the Legal System” as
the key speaker, Ahmadi ob-
served that the entire judiciary
of the region works on a frag-
mented basis and the judges act
individually. "To remove this,
J should bﬂﬂt to a

platform”, he ’
e seminar was jointly or-
sh Society
or the Enforcement of Human
ts (BSEHR) and Ain-o-Sal-
ish Kendra (ASK) at Judicial
Administration Training Insti-

tute in the city.-

Chief Justice of Bangladesh
Justice ATM Afzal ina ated
the seminar while former chief
ustice Badrul Haider Chowd-

ury presided. Justice of
Supreme Court Mainur Reza
Chowdhury was the main dis-
cussant.

Justice Ahmadi said that the

s of the equality,
human rights and the envi-
ronmental issues are the recent
notions developed in the legal
systems.

The judges should have a
very clear understanding of the
new notions deve in the
legal arena, he said, adding,

Our weekly feature 'Down to
Earth' could not be published
today due to space con-
straints. Inconvenience to the

readers is regretted.
Foreign expert
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sultant would have a key role in
a work schedules, bud-
gets, and other matters

rela to foreign :
ﬂ“.ll'l?murmc that in-
stead of recruiting local experts,
the tment of a foreign
cons t to supervise :
companies may not serve the
interest of the country properly.
This move has been taken
t is hold-

Oper
assign its offi-
cials to form Joint Review
S e tevar o the JRCe

4 presence
will mlug.tlu interests of the
country, sources said.

The PCD does not have a
General Manager since April
and one of its two

%

recruit
deshi

when m

will start work, Petro a
will fail to do any meonitoring

l’mthemmﬂ.“nidam.

"Otherwise, the very spirit with
which the laws relating to the
new notions have been enacted
might be missed in the judge-
ments.”

Talking about the gender
equality, Ahmadi said the gen-
der equality issue was only an
element of the wider canvas of
the concept of equality and
equality is one of the basic fea-
tures for any modern demo-

cratic society.

* All human , irrespec-
tive of male and female, are
born free, it is the society which
prescribes the principle of dis-
crimination inequality, he
said and observed that there
should be uniformity of think-
g}g process to achieve the

a society free from any kind
of discrimination and inequal-
ity.

Tremor
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pm. and for three seconds in
Jessore at 5:25 pm.
Our Chit

Correspon-
dent

t of the infured

admitted to the Chittagong

Medical College Hospital, two
were in critical condition. Res-
cue operation by the Fire
Brigade personnel in the col-
la building was in progress
till wri this report. Police
and Fire sources appre-
hended that there could more
casualties from the collapsed
building.

those killed included
Tﬂ-yur-ﬂg aﬁi‘ gﬂ_med‘ohnj
teenaged a ear-
man whose name could not be
known, police said. There were
some le only in the first
floor of the bullding, police
added.

Our tr
from Tangail that the earth-
quake was felt twice in the town
and its surrounding areas yes-

terday evening. There was no
of loss of life .

Our Barisal Corres t

reported that the uake

rocked Barisal, Patuakhali and
Jhalokathi district headquar-
ters and their adjoining areas
yesterday afternoon. The

tremor was felt twice in Barisal
town.

Our Correspondent
from Jhenidah that the
lasted for few seconds and was
felt twice in the district head-
quarters.

Our Sylhet Correspondent
wrote that the earthquake also
rocked the district town but no
mﬂl of loss of life was re-

Pakistan
From Page 1
headed by Sharif today de-

D to vert the political o
3

to avert the
which is seriously damaging
and caus-

the national economy

ing resentment among the pub-

y political observers
would remain un-

mnu'tainm until a decision is made
crucial con case

a five-ju b:nctlﬁl]:adad t?;
Chief Justice Sajjad Ali Shah,
whose earlier row with Sharif

led to the crisis.

lic.
Man
said t
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Chiefs of the three services

Division in the city on the Armed Forces Day yesterday.

PM: CHT

From Page 1
Hasina said and added that op-
ition members were also in-
cluded in the concerned com-
mittee.

The Prime Minister said the
armed forces are a national in-
stitution and the government
has taken adequate measures
for the development and wel-
fare of the armed forces.
nmﬂhc u:jd the 2 ment not

took steps for procuring
mﬂ{tmy hardwares and devel-
ing the forces but also took
:ﬂ.’pl for enhancing their pro-
fessional skills.

Hasina announced in the
meeting that work on setting up
of National Defence College as
well as Military Engineering

and Medical Colleges will be
compieted by next :
Leader of the sition Be-

m Khaleda Zia, BNP leaders
ul Mannan Bhuiyan and
Saifur Rahman, Jatiya Party
leaders HM Ershad and
Raushan Ershad as well as
leaders of other political parties
attended the r on at the
decorated lawn of unja.
" Ministers, senior ruli
y leaders, MPs, chiefs o
ee services, diplomats, high
civil and military officials, and
elite of the city were t.
As the Prime Minister ar-
rived at Se a and as-
cended on the um national
anthem was played.
Later Hasina exchanged
pleasantries with leader of the
opposition Khaleda Zia and

other guests at the reception.

Goods train
derails

LALMONIRHAT, Nov 21:

Railway communications be-
tween t and some of
its nc:ﬂl?ou districts sna-
}:bpu:l a train derailed
n Gai today, reporis
UNB.

Endless rhetoric but no real

From Page 1
the wish of the electorate.

While BNP may feel quite
satisfied at the or the
full thrn:ltledthel.l
hears in meetings
where these outlandish claims
are made, what it is not
realising is that such -
bolic statements is creating
credlhilltygai» in the minds of

people

all the who are o
minded want facts ore

accepting a particular point of
view.
What the BNP rhetoric has

done to its own cause is reduce
its claims to be more
than a series of le,

which, any one d to some
sort of Wﬂand
facts in , finds im-
polﬂbletntmm.ldy.ﬂ:f
most consequence

‘this flood and irre-
sponsible statements is that no

serious public discussion has
been possible so far about what

the t is doing regard-
g e T i
It is our view that BNP
should immediately stop its un-
substantiated claims and bring
the debate to facts, . Con-
stitutional provisions, and le-
bilities. It should make
public what its l;m:vtnuu si-
tions were, how far it is ing
to go, what are the danger
points which our nego-
tiations should not proceed,
what are the pitfalls that we
need to avoid, etc. It should
immediately stop using the
Clﬂtmﬁ‘on,g ill Tracts issue as
a political football to kick
nrnunl;dou {?crﬂmaxim;ﬁl; short
term gain, under
Khalednfzmﬂ gnvemcgu :'lhh
country for five years. ng
that time Col. Oli, as the leader
of our side, has himself been a
part of the same ne tion
rocess. Therefore BNP and its
eaders must know how sensi-
tive and im t this negoti-
ation is, how much damage
uru;;mnlh!e and fear- -
ing rhetoric can do in such a
situation.

While tho rejecting
the m way that

BNFP has so far treated the ﬂrc-
sent negotiations on ill

Tracts, it is our considered view
that the t has been
extremely insensitive, to the
- t of indifferent, about

need for a openness
about what is going on in the

talks,
oy

C

ts ﬁs signature to it, without
gir;ﬁﬁf into question the very
c ty of our State as a ne-

E;nm?'?l.ﬁﬂ Ahcaid. o m

once we to something. If
we try to ¢ things later, so
can other side, and then the

whole negotiating process may
be re-opened. That is not desir-
able under any circumstances,

Therefore it is best for all
concerned that the whole na-
tion stands behind any Accord
that is with the of
o 1 : tf.r g:tilglt:tt? formed,
€ mus n .
fﬁ"&m a wide su base is
created behind what is being
negotiated.

There is also the argument
that it is not politically wise for
the Awami League to take the
full burden of this Accord
on its shoulders. This is so
because it is not dent, and
also because it will not last. If
BNP categorically rejects what-
ever is signed then the Accord’s
credibility, durability and abil-
ity to deliver come into serious

uestion creating nds for
oubt in the minds of the re-
turning refugees.

Wnr.-,gnm understand the rul-
ing party's frustration at the
fact that BNP tends to reject
whatever it does, without con-
cern for the merit of the deed

ished. While we Fener-
ally sympathise with that posi-

;ieba

Therefore we the fol-
lowing. First, government
make public not the de-

tails, but the salient features of

of the Bengali antfthesm
e settlers.
have been said

above areas, but they
have been meant more to refute

. then to in-
form the public. .
BNP negotiators. who have so
far absented themselves, should
now rejoin the team. This way
BNP will know what is going

on, and AL will be saved from

the accusation that it ev-
alone. It may be men-

tioned here that BNFP's claim
that is being done in
is bankrupt be-
cause it was an integral part of

the nrlﬁnal negotia group
from which it stayed away for
its own narrow political game.
BNFP's the negotiations,
which we feel it is morally
bound to, will in no way make
it a party to what has been

so far. However in join-
ing in on the discussions BNP
must adhere to the discipline of
the negotiating process, and of
course not use their ition
purely to scuttle the discus-
sions. If the BNP negotiators do
not a with what is ulti-
mately agreed to, they can al-
ways put their note ol dissent
on record.

In conclusion we call upon
the government and the ru
party to be more open about
what is being negotiated. This
they should do to ﬂng.:h—
lic support base they need to de-
liver on the Accord. Opening up
later will not serve the purpose.
At the same time we also call
upon the opposition not to in-
dulge in irresponsible and dan-
gerous political rhetoric which
is confusing the public and pre-
venting a rational and sensible
debate from taking place on
this important national
and security issue.

called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at the Armed Forces

7 killed, 36 ilxiu}ea
in road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

Seven persons were killed Saifud
and 36 others injured in three mu.t;— of oth;";h;gn:tht
road accidents in Chandpur, known.
Tangail and Gopalganj yester- Our Gopalganj Correspon-
day. dent adds: A 13-year-old boy
Of the dead. four were in  wag killed in a road accident
Chandpur, two In Tangall and  npear Gonapura bus stand on

one in Go Gopalganj— road .
Tungjpara yes-

Our Chand .r Correspon- §
dent reports: Four people were The victim Mahammad

killed and 30 injured when a
Chittagong-bound bus from

Chandpur fell into a roadside %tmk:; mﬂﬂ
ditch near Waruk Bazar under by 5 gpeeding bus. He died on the

Shaharasti thana of Chandpur
district in the early hours of
e bus with 50

us passe S
aboard met with the amilﬂt
when one of its front wheels
punctured and fell into the
ditch, resulting in deaths of
four on the spot.

e were identified as
Hanufa Khatun, 40, and her son
Golam Rasul, 6, Khodeza Be-

m, 25, and her five-year-old

ter Sonia m.

e injured were admitted to

hos Ltn.jd. at Chandpur, Haji-
S
ns were killed

Police seized the bus but its
driver fled away. :

Khaleda to visit
Mymensingh
today
By Staff Correspondent
BNP chief and Leader of the

writes: Two meeting.
m-umﬁmmam %wﬁﬂhhﬂdu
accident at Nagbari on Gopal- the Circuit House ground there
ur~P?:":ﬁI:ari rnta&ddaunder at 3 pm.

Police said, tﬂ: accide}.:nt oc- M‘TI part ufutfhchﬁ or Iﬂg:—
curred when a Ta.w.ll-hnund gum lemwﬂl alss visit .
bus from Porabari hit a tempo Cana Kishore-
from behind at Nagbari at about mamﬂﬁw on
11.30 am two ti ' respec-
on the spot inj six. . She will also address

One of the dead was identi- meeting in those places.

Ih ==

PARJATAN IN SUNDARBANS

Enjoy your holiday or leisure with Parjatan
iIn Sundarbans. Be a guest of Parjatan to
discover the unique natural beauty of
Sundarbans, gather a thrilling experience
walking along the Tiger's Trail.

Special Attractions :

# Cruising in the narrow solitary creek by boat

# Cruising in moonilit night

* Enjoy the fishermen's traditional way of
catching fish by Otter # & -

#* Opportunity to watch spotted deer, crocodile,
monkey and different types of bird

Many more rare experiences

2

Date of Tour :
27-29th November '97 (3-days 2-nights) and
4-6th December '97 (3-days 2-nights)

| Tour Price :

#* Dhaka-Jessore-Dhaka by air, Jessore—Mom{a -
Jessore by microbus and accommodation

onboard to Sundarbans with other s;nims

Tk. 7000/- per person

# Dhaka-Mongla-Dhaka by road and other
services Tk. 5500/- per person

* Mongla-Sunderbans-Mongla and other services
Tk. 4500/- per person

* For minors the reduced airfare will be deducted

from tour prnce

Other services : :

Twin bedded cabin accommodation onboard for 2-
nights and Sundarbans tour, all meals, forest tax,
armed guard, guide etc.

We are operating tours to Sundarbans with smaller
group to ensure personalised service and to
ensure pollution free environment of Sundarbans.

Please contact for early booking
| Tours Division. Head Office | 327842, 817855-9
u 233 Arrport Road. Tejgaon. Dhaka-1215

l ‘Ef"" BANGLADESH PARJATAN CORPORATION




