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Avalanch kills 46

were killed when an lmﬂche buried a

pass In this central Asian nation, but emergency

officials said Thuradlipthey waited some two weeks before
the incident, from Dushanbe.

The avalanche hit tthmhmmmwnpanmhermunl

month. but the Tajik Emergency Situations Ministry only

rﬂ-elledthem&ntaﬂu'lhandmunlhapeof more
survivors or bodies. Hum:mfuithcdelam#lﬂgu th:‘
news given. were a

o sl ot and 13 bodies also were

SNOW U lnl.‘]mﬂrﬂl
found, it said

Kuwait border. wounding a monitor, AP
The UN observer from Ghana was sho
utheumd:nuﬂedamﬂ.lntlﬂmdmme t from
O e Al i e O’Lg
observers e
ﬂlu-kﬂmn?t:e}ﬁ-muuhetmlmquth The zone was
created after the 1991 Gulf War, when a US-led coalition drove
Irﬂu'oop-uutnfﬁuwtmendtngimmthmplﬁnn

Chmadenwsmmilesalesm?slavm..

that military cooperation forms an

Sesece uld Th;#rehumu with Fwi but denied that

it was wi n%; o sell medium-range missiles to Belgrade. AP

reports from

Dugg:upll“ President Slobodan Milosevic's visit last

week, "indicated its to conduct and
mperltlnn in all arusa h; - r:lntluna {:‘Im::le urcl

bilateral relations between Chn'u a.nd

ﬂmmandmupuim helnld

DPM to

Deputy Minister and Defence MEW Vitorino
ldmehur-daythnhehadoﬂfemdhilrmuonfmmthc
government because he risked charges of tax-dodging.

aﬂa 1!.

Rmter ﬁ'munhm

He not spell out whether Prime Minister Antonio Guter-
res had the offer, he implied that he had.
"Until this issue is resolved. I not be holding any political

office,” Vitorino told a news conference. : )
5 Islamic rebels killed in :
mwmmﬂlmhlm“

“"":E’“’ﬁi“" l:'rom
the mputnfl to attack

Djiloulo. a town outside Larbaa llﬁmﬂu]mth+
. Another armed militant was killed

W the forces in the same area, as were three
others last y at Douera, Southwest of Algiers. The
Independent newspaper added

starting a fire, police in this eastern town Thursday. AFP
ter was seriously injured by f
to hospital. Eight other firemen
some seriously.

» rocks Chinas a moderate

inhabited area in mountainous
hutthcrammrepu'uddmgc

western China early

APudregorl.l
oﬂ#‘um 0 ﬂ'mqulha struck l:h:i.i‘? am (1617
GWMMWMMMMMM

It
hﬂTﬁmMiﬂ llmlmmmtunl llt‘l'hm
morning. _ M |
nmenunl editor Th
olombia’ t..'l ol' Armenia, authorities’
bringing 'thh ” numlﬁmn;w‘ Colombtan jnumﬂut:f
mdmmuum editor in chief of the monthly news
magazine EL was about to get into his car when he was
gunned down in city 190 (120 miles) west of Bo-
ta. An Armenia police spokesman told local ers

arquez, 40. had received telephoncd death threats but that it

was not clear from whom.

'r l:llll'h' tlln chfﬂhnl were arrested Tlrmr-day
country’'s defensive capacily, the
dalijr Dnevni Telegnf reported yesterday, AFP repurtl from

plperlaldthtthm: arrested at Nis in the south of the
country, were suspected inferior quality materials
far use in military equlpmmt nf thcnilghut importance for the

5 mmhed m ﬂ"ﬂ A
as
was demo ihed crushing least five wnrker: an

three-story fac
emFloyu of the building's owner llld Friday, AP reports from
Luur bodies were dug out from under the rubble after the

brick building, formerly the Wandong Medical Equipment
Factory, fell in with a ugr: crash Thurlday afternoon, said
Zhang Danshi, a W

ving nearby feit
like " th: Bei Peo%m N said.
lhaking an :nr;h"qu ji A ﬂ:gﬁm

5 »

m R‘Bm mra Russian

Five people were missing and hl:li

rescue helicopter searc vessel crashed into the
Hmﬂlack Sea during a storm, uel’ﬁcialn Friday, AP reports from
ow

The Mi-8 helicopter with a crew of three and nine rescue
workers aboard was to rescue four fishermen near the
purt of Sochi. The aircraft crashed shortly after the crew

ttnd the boat about three kilometers (two miles] from the

';gorted its whereabouts, said Emergency Situations

esman Viktor Beltsov.
appruncﬁ? Cuba has

Cuba permits more
announced it will allow 57 more foreign I'IEILI and nuns to

With Pupe John Paul II's visit
help the island's small corps of ana.n Catholic religious

. AP from Mexico Cit
J niﬂ:tnnCuhnn

The announcement was made
tgalth:lnl

state television, which also
Praﬁdmthddﬂaﬂm:ﬂdttu
and 29 nuns will come from Colombia,
ch authorities in Havana told

a.m:l Haiti,

walamwpmmmmmﬁmmum

A view of a gold foil-covered solar observatory satellite in
the front of payload bay of the Space Shuttle Columbia
during its second day in orbit Thursday, as seen in this
image from television. The Spartan solar observatory

satellite was scheduled to be released on Thursday, but

was delayed one day because of now-corrected problems

with another solar study satellite currently orbiting the
— AP/UNB photo

sun that will take concurrent readings.

the laﬂ—mﬂe

Under tha cry of “Allahu Akhar“ "God is Great" ﬁmund 300 np
signs during a sit-in for the first pro-Iraq

i and anti-United States rally Thursday in Am-

positiun members holding

man, Jordan. The crowd carried banners cnllmg for the hﬂ:mg of sanctions from Iraq and
attacklng the US and its policy, saying "US is our enemy," down with the US aggression

against Iraq.

US sends 32 more jets to Gulf

— AP/UNB photo

to keep pressure on Iraq

WASHINGTON, Nov 21: The
United States said on Thursday
it was 32 more ﬂghter
jets and bombers as well as pa-
triot anti-aircraft missiles to
the Gulf to keep pressure on
Iraq to cooperate with UN arms

lnuﬁlcuonl reports Reuters.
n said 12 F-15
fighters, 18 F-16 fighters and

twu B-1 bombers would arrive
in Bahrain over the next few
days, along with a Patriot bat-
t:ry and about 100 US troops to

rate it to the air ex-
pedlu &

‘Ihc are in addition to
six F-117A Stealth fighters and
six B-52 bombers sent to the re-
gion earlier on Thursday. They
will bolster the US military
force within stri distance
of Iraq to 281 warplanes and 22
navy ships.

The White House and the
Pen stressed that the re-
cent US military buildup near
Iraq was con unabated
to make sure followed

Navy Cdpt. Mike Dotibleday.
a . W

that Baghdad should slop shilt-
its air defence missiles and
around in a "no-fly” zone

in southern I because such
ar:':tiﬂty was :.%:lrnt to allied

wmﬁhnﬂ
sai hq: rtncnt actlﬂ:

movement of such defence vio-

lated a to B not
to increase tial threats to
allied jets. The warning fol-

lowed missile and bombing
strikes against Iraqi anti-air-
craft defences in the southern

zone last year.

The US military force in the
Gulf region includes the n:g
aircraft. carriers Nimitz
George W . each with
50 attack jets. t 120 US Air
Force planes are based in Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait.

"We are pursuing the diplo-
matic route to resolve the issue,
but we are doing it from a posi-
tim& of strength,”" Doubleday
said.

"This (increased force) will
us with all the resources
we need to carry out any
missions that are given to US.”
Patriot missiles were used to
inte Scud missiles fired by
Iraq during the 1991 Gulf War.
There are Patriot missile bat-
teries .in- Saudi Arabia and

K
~ pﬁ%".ﬂmedﬁd&huﬂumn

parts of a Patriot battery were
already in Bahrain but the fir-
ing unlt being sent from the
United States would make it op-
erational.

AFP adds: The United States
said Thursday a Russian cam-
paign to lift sanctions against

a long way from
rea?ltyhmuud’Ba\gl'ldad'lm—
terference with UN weapons in-

{i:arlngu for an
drive at the United Na . US
officials asserted Washington's
view that Iraq must comply
with all UN resolutions and
e for ﬂufung
pliance” over time a
of sanctions to be envisaged.
National ' security adviser

' t fur-
Wm one step
dra of

that the with-

inspectors six

days ago meant that any debate
on sanctions would be post-

poned until the were
able to reconstitute work.
Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein "has set back the date

b]rwhlch mlgrﬁlggﬁnmt one

ing its mrk a.ﬂd re-
ferring to the UN al Com-
mission (UNSCOM) on Iraqi

disarmament.

Thomas Pickering., the Un-
der of State for Polit-
ical Affairs, commented: "The
notion that there should 'be

some timetable. Perhaps tm-

on the UN rather on
h in my view putting
horse. It is up to

Snddam to

comply.”

A senior administration of-
ficial, who asked not to be
named, said "We are a long way
from even that ques-
tion" of lifting sanctions.

Tigers' 15 yrs of love-hate

relationship with De

NEW DELHI. Nov 21: Sri
Lanka's Tamil Tiger guerillas,
at the heart of India’s political
turmoil, have had a love-hate
rclatlnnlhi with New Delhi

spann Arﬁ’ﬂ most 15 years, re-

Tht Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), blamed
for the 1991 assassination of
former Indian premier Rajiv
Gandhi, allegedly received

and from suc-
cessive Indian governments

from 1983.

The charges have been de-
nied by India but have been
widely documented. The LTTE
itself admitted to accepti
weapons as well as financia
help from New Delhi.

e LTTE was a small group
with barely 50 full-time mem-

bers when it ambushed and

killed 13 Sri Lankan soldiers in

the 1ﬂm1d'ntm in IBBST trlg“
gering a anti-Tam

om in Cul.omgo

ndia, home to some 55 mil-
lion Tamils of its own, de-
nounced the anti-Tamil vio-
lence and a massive but
secret to fund, arm
and tr five Tamil militant

from Sri Lanka.

e LTTE, led charis-
matic founder-leader
Prabhakaran who is today
wanted by both India and Sri
La.nh.m was um: of them.

FﬂUP
[H?.lﬂl in the mtg;
cities of Madras and
Madurai, from where it claimed

responsibility for guerilla at-
l.m:.E:) in Sri ﬂmka

It also had numerous train-
camps located across the
an state of Tamil Nadu,

in
In

HERPAL, Pakistan. Nov 21:
Herpal is in most res a typ-
ical village. It has the misfor-

tune, however, of :ltting ajnnﬁ
Pakistan's uneasy border
India, and 72 of its people have
been killed last year by bullets
and artillery shells, reports AP.

Like most villagers in east-
ern Punjab province, the bread-
basket uf akistan, the ple
of Herpal are farmers. But at
least acres (200 hectares) of
some of the most fertile land
sits idle because of an Indian
security tower just 100 yards
(metres) east.

"When anyone goes in tht
field. the Indians start firing at
us.” said one resident, Fatimah

" Noor.

which is separated frum Sri
Lanka by a nmuw stri
According to Tami nnd In-
dian government sources,
around 1,200 Sri Lankan Tamil
rebels were trained by New
Delhi in secret cam l between
ber 1993 1987.
Many belonged to thc L

It costs $ 761,000

to raise 7 kids!

UNDATED, Nov 21: How
much does it cosl o raise seven
kids? About dollars 761,000,
the US government estimates,
reports AF.

No, there isn't a category for
septuplets in the culture
Department’'s report. But the
agency does estimate that it
would cost a middle-income
Midwestern family about dol-
lars 108,708 to raise each child
to age 18 in a family of three or
more children.

That would come to dollars

760,956 fur Kenny and Bobbi
llc(:lu

t expense is hous-
ars 35.435 per child,
d by food at dollars
19,103 and transportation at
dollars 16.516.

Child care and education
would cost dirs 10,302 child,
clothes an additional dollars
7.715 and health care dollars
7.322. the rt estimates.

The report. Expenditures on
Children by Families for the
urban Midwest, assumes some
savings from having more than
one c ﬂd The estimate for rais-
u% an unl}r child is dollars

do

The only school in Herpal
was closed in June after an ar-
tillery shell exploded in the
school yard. No one was hurt.

Several of the simple cement
houses in the village are riddled
with holes from machine gun
bullets. Villagers say they are
too afraid to se themselves
to Indian guns going on the
roof to repair the damage.

Skirmishing between Pak-
istani and Indian troops has
been practically a daily ritual
since 1947, whcn Britain left
the subcontinent and gave the

two countries their indepen-
dence.
Kashmir, a former princely

state, was divided between India
and Pakistan by the departing

the period, the LTTE
expan d to h-ecnrme a battle-
hardened group of some 3,000
men and women fighters. It also
dutmyed other Tamil groups
in the campaign for a

Tami homeland.
In July 1987, India and Sri
Lanka si an nt to
try and end the separatist

stru . India its sol-
diers in Sri Lanka's ] ma-
jority north and east to disarm

the LTTE.

The LTTE, hmw:r took on
the Indian Army in October
1987. leadi to a bitter hit-
and-run lla war that con-
tinued until the Indian soldiers
returned home in March 1990
after suffering nearly 1,200 ca-
sualties.

The Tamil Tigers had.
meanwhile, opened peace talks
with Colombo. But once the In-
dian quit Sri Lanka, the
LTTE resumed its battle for
homeland against Colombo.

Within weeks, it had taken
control of large areas of Sri
Lankz;: nnnhTand east and lE-'tt
up a de-facto Tamil independen
:tl;lc in the northern Peninsula
of Jaffna.

"On May 21, 1991, former
Indian premier Rajiv Gandhi,
who had sent the Indian
to Sri Lanka in 1987, was blown

by a woman suicide bomber
at an election rally in Tamil
Nadu.

India blamed the LTTE for
the killing, the Tigers denied
involvement the fnllawmf
year. The Indian governmen
outlawed the group and carried
out a sweeping crackdown in
Tamil Nadu.

British and has been the flash
nt for two of the three wars
tween them. The border re-
mains one of the world's tens-
est.
The lﬂhDDD vil t!orw-
al say they are t en
Ei{:tim: of the conflict, their

problc:rulgnomdbytrmlr lead-

t peace talks be-
lmn Indin and Pakistan to
bring a lasting peace soon.

e have a uﬂurlble life

hl:l"t with all the constant fir-
" sald a 70-year-old woman
Fl'ﬂ': her name only as

Fllll

"We llmr y don't believe it
matters to them. If Sharif lnd
Gujral lived In this vill

may be things would be di

the |

UN weapons
inspectors

arrive in Iraq

BAGHDAD, Nov 21: UN
~weapons inspectors arrived in
Iraq from Bahrain today after
reversed a decision to
US members of the team
said,
The team o
weapons s working for
the UN Special Commission
(UNSCOM), inclu six US in-
5 rs, arrived at Habbaniya

west of Baghdnd flying

wi
about 75

aboard a special flight.

The team tonkthﬂmn bound
for Blghdad the witnesses
The mﬂ tleam

ra
pulled. hagck ?n

Bahrain after Haghdad expelled

til:lae US members on November

Security tightened
Weapons found

near Colombo

COLOMBO, Nov 21: The dis-
mvwofacuheuf osives
n:arﬂolumbuhn

the&nl..anhnnﬂn
upmuﬂ ty in the
nemdFHday,

Culnmhuhuheenlttmked
lnthelutl:wumom.hl

Llnitucmuutnn

on the

lndlln Ocean island nation. Po-

of Colombo.
may have bun stored by rebels
planning another assault.
Soldiers in full combat uni-
form were posted at all road in-
tcrae:tinnu around Colombo
an were checking vehi-
ﬁiﬂ at randmgl:&! ful]u;iing the
scovery at all impor-
tant installations were neﬁ?ﬁry
doubled, with soldiers
machine gun positions behin
sand J
internati
news on page 13

Tuesday’s discovery came af- |
ter police interrogated a Tainil
man. The was made pub-
lic after losive ex-
from Colom visited
and examined the seized
explosives.

Pnllne said the lﬂchc in-
of high . 16 grenades,
rocket launcher,

Clnymun: mines, one
one T-81

launcher and five jack-

ets laden with explosives, a
hallmark of the Liberation
'1:5 of Tamil Eelam. The
j m worn by Tiger sui-

13 killed, 14 hurt
in 'Kashmlr road

- mshap

NEW DELHI, Nov 21: At least
13 people were killed and 14
mjumd when a bus plunged into

rge in the Himalayan stale

Kashmir in northern India,
the PrulTruut of India said to-
d‘yﬁm said the accident
ha on Thursday in the
southern Kashmir dlul.rlct of
Doda when the bus hurled down
a 300-foot (90 melres) gorge
when the driver lost control o
the vehicle wiile negotialing a
shiarp curve,

itnesses said the stretch

where the accident occurred was
a b.ully damaged dirt road.

The Daily fmrs
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Election likely to divide
‘Bosnia even further

SARA.JtEVG. Nov 21: A peace
agreemen two years ago
seeks to create a alngleﬂcnunalf'-y
out of Bosnia's two wartime
foes. But an election this week-
end may in effect divide Bosnia
even fuﬂer. into three parts,

Serbs, who control 49 per
cent of the country, vote in in-
temauunallr monitored elec-
tions Saturday and Sunday for
their 83-seat parliament. The
contest is a € between l:wu
feuding factions — one lo g
war crimes suspect Radovan
Karadzic and one led by Presi-
dent Biljana Plavsic.

The two halves of the Serb-
held territory
onl
neither side is able to impose its
will on the other. In the end, the
election is likely to drive them
farther apart.

About 30 parties are run-

. Because of the large num-
ber of refugees who will vote
abroad. no results will be an-
nounced until about. Dec. 10.

The pro-Karadzic Serb
Democratic Party, based in
Pale, east of Sarajevo, won an
absolute majority in 1996.
However, it has been stripped of
one of its main tools — its tele-
vision station — and looks
likely to lose support. Interna-
tional officials shut down Pale
TV because of what they
charged was inflammatory re-
porting.

The extreme nationalist
Radicals are likely to gain, and
the question is whether the two
of them €r can win a ma-

nriti;

Plavsic has been building
her own political organisation
since dissolving the current
parliament.

are connected
by a small corridor, and

Complicating the election,
many Muslims who fled what
are now Serb-held sections of
the count are registered to
vote there. Halid Genjac, an of-
ficlal of the main =~ Muslim
party, the Partly for Democratic
Action, prcdict:d his party
would get about 20 per cent of
the vote and indicated his party
could support Plavsic.

If no side gets a clear major-
ity, a lcm%) period of negotia-
tions over building coalitions is
likely — leaving Bosnian Serb
politics a muddile.

The low-key camg:i £n
sharpened Thursday just before
the beginning of a 24-hour pre-
election silencé.

In Pale, leaflets appeared
displaying the luxury homes
that adzic and his senior
aldes allegedly own. It was not
known who distributed them,
but the message fit nicely with
Plavsic's campaign against
corruption in the Karadzic
camp.

At a rally in the contested
northeast town of Bijeljina,
Plavsic said the pro-Karadzic
group led by Momcilo Krajis-
nik, the Serb member of Bosni-
a's three-man presidency, is
pushing Bosnian Serbs into
"hopelessness and fear.”

The pro-Karadzic group is
balking at the Dayton peace
agreement, while Plavsic, de-
spite being an ardent Serb na-
tionalist, works more closely
with international officials.

Dayton does not prevent us
from recovering the country,

utting thieves in jail, and

nking with Europe and the
world,” Belgrade's BETA news
agency quoted her as saying in
Bijeljina.

Hashimoto responds to
infidelity allegations

TOKYO, Nov 21: Japan's
prime minister moved Friday
to squelch rumour's that he
may have compromised na-

tional security by having an
affair with a Chinese woman
years ago AP.

. reports

The relationship between
the woman and Prime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto has been
targeted by opposition politi-
cians on the basis of reports in
the tabloid press.

The reports not only call the
woman a mistress of
Hashimoto, but also claim she
is a Chlneu overnment spy

Frontier Party who grilled
Hashimoto about his relation-
ship with the woman earlier
this month in Parliament.

Known as a conservative
*China hawk" for his hard line
on communist China,
Nishimura dismissed the prime
minister's response.

"l don't believe a word of it.”
he said in a phone interview,
pledging to renew his call for an
investigation of the allegations.

S Korea, Russia
sign agreement

and suggest Hashimoto's rela-

Hun!hi h her may have SEOUL, Nov 21: South Korea

been a h of national secu- and Russia on Thursday signed

rity. . an agreemsent in Moscow fer co-

i Thnugh widel gnured b}r opgration in military technol-

thrmm d}:;m ' defenbe indtsthf kit ogis- !
af the public, mesen | -tim Seoul's Ministry of Foreign

uatinna! ations come at a  Affairs said today, reports

time when Hashimoto's stand- - Reuters.

ing with voters has taken a nose The minist said in a

dive.

Hashimoto's once lofty ap-
proval ratings have sunk as a
rumlaing economic recovery

Eu soured and promised ad-
ministrative reforms have been
jettisoned.

The Office of the Prime Min-
ister responded Friday by deny-
ing the allegations and stating
no investigation of the charges
is merited, according to a copy
of a letter which was obtained
by The Associated Press.

The letter was addressed to
Shingo Nishimura., a member

statement that South Korea's
vice-minister of defence, Lee
Jung-Rin, and his Russian
cuunte art, Nikili Mikhailov,
signed the agreement.

The agreement would help
enhance cooperation in the
production, design and testing
of weapons and equipment and

in purchase and sales of
weapons between the two coun-

tries, it said.

According to the agreement a
committee would be established
to support companies in both
nations involved in joint pro-
jects.

of the Japanese opposition New

o

Britain's Prince William, left, and Prince Harry with Zara Phillips, daughter of Princess Anne,
arrive at the Royal Naval College in Greenwich southeast London Thursday. A lunch in the
honour of the Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip's golden wedding anniversary was held at the

Hl‘b’ll Colhp

Misfortune grips Pak villagers on

ent.” she said.

Her teen-age son, Afzal, was
killed earlier thll year by an
Indian shell, alo with the
family’'s buffalo. zal was
hen in the crops when the

"Now without my son and
without the bullalo, my fnmﬂy
can't earn a single rupce

said.

Other villagers crowded
around Faisal, mnﬁ up their
pant legs and pul back
sleeves to show bullet and
Ihl'l | wounds. Most fami-

ave lost at least one fam-
llyr member.

Noor Fatimah had tears in
her eyes when she described the
day last June when her 18-year-

— AP/UNB hnto

old son was shot and kﬂled
while plowing the family's

of land near the border. e:r
husband was critically
wounded when an artillery
shell exploded next to him in
April.

Fatimah's family wants to
move, but they cannot find
anyone who wants to buy their
farm.

nf men used to
lrnrk In an industrial
town 60 kﬂnmetrel (40 miles)
to the west. But army road-
blocks mean the villagers have
to travel an extra 50 kilometres
(30 miles) on dirt roads to get to

work.
Hundreds have lost their

Indian border

obs. Many others simply gave
Jthem upytun wrricg about
leaving their families alone
should a major clash erupt like
the artillery duel that killed 39

people in another Pakistani
vill in October.

ﬁﬁ: roadblocks also make it

hard for vlllng;ra to get medi-
cal help w people are
wounded. No ductur ives in
H and the closest hospital
is in Sialkot.

Fatimah. 55, wants things
like they were in her childhood
just after Pakistan and India
gained their inde cndcnce
when people on both sides of
the new border remained
friendly and moved freely back
and I'urth.



