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Protect Historic Sites

Vandalism is a crime. Not always only the crimi-
nally minded indulge in it. Most of our rich na-
tional heirloom in the shape of objects of art and I
of archeological interest, including ancient monu-
ments have been grossly vandalised through sheer
ignorance. It is a sad commentary on our people's
awareness of their own achievements in the past
years. It is a shame we do not know the value of
I our own creations of high intrinsic value.

Add to this the work of the criminal vandals who
have stumbled somehow on the knowledge that
these are things of value and actually some of such
I are invaluable. And realising the price these can

fetch they keep on draining the country of all relict
riches, specially images of Buddhist and Hindu
| gods. It cannot be said that the illicit trading in

such things has been arrested in any meaningful
manner.

‘ In a break-out to new dimension, state vandals

ism is now all poised to destroy ancient Dhamrai.
The Daily Star front-page exposure of the design on
Thursday referred to political engineering that in {
1992 initiated the move to widen a road in a man-
ner destroying old buildings and temples of true
historic, religious and artistic value. Why could not
| this be stopped even after change of government?

Perhaps because those that took over in 1996 are
as ignorant of Dhamrai's glory as their predeces-
sors were. Although nothing of that remains,
Dhamrai is diminutive of Dharmarajika of Emperor
Asoka's time. The savant emperor, lord of a realm
far larger than Akbar's or Aurangzeb's India, not to
speak of British India, marked 84 sites of special
merit throughout his empire. And Dhamrai was
one of them.

There can be no question about government's
giving up this project. May be government has been
harming many other such sites and things of
value, quite unknowingly. Let there be no
repetition of such insensitivity to historic sites.

Secretariat Creaking

Droves of favour-seeking visitors are making the
national secretariat into a sort of madhouse. The
hub of government decision-making is only a short
distance away from being ravingly dysfunctional.

Like butterflies beholden to flower, they gravitate
to the secretariat — thanks to over-centralisation
{ of administration. They seek entry into the gov- F
ernment complex by means more foul than fair and
on gaining it spill all over transforming into locust.
They are descending abominably on the place all
right, yet they are not to be principally blamed; for
if their intent to get in were not indulged, they
wouldn't have made it to the secretariat to be sure.

The Ba.ng]a daily which shed some new: ltght on |
the invasive crowding of the secretariat référred to' |
a Home Ministry Circular and a report on the latest

situation filed by the Special Branch to the Police
| Headquarters. Three things come out of these

write-ups from those who know at firsthand what
has been happening within the four walls of secre-
tariat. We knew that a paltry bribe of Tk 20 at the |
gate was enough to see one through the main
hurdle but what we didn't know much about is the
high incidence of tadbir ( favour-seeking) by people

Ighring the identity of journalists, but mostly

belonging to non-descript newspapers.

Many of the passes meant for the visitors were
not dated, did not contain their names, and where
they did, more than one name appeared. Those
who are authorised to sign the passes mustn't as a
rule issue more than ten and that too strictly for
an hour at the most. The fact of having a pass does
not mean a right to free and indefinite loitering. It
is only when the counterfoil of the pass is de- .
posited at the gate when leaving that the authority
will be able to regulate traffic into the secretariat.

Address this Absurdity
The report published in a leading vernacular |
daily last week on two young girls’ sufferings over

to a long endured absurdity in our evaluative sys-
tem. Both the students despite their obvious ability
were reckoned as failures in the first major exam of
their life apparently for no fault of their own.: '

The most absurd part of it all was that thuugh
the teachers unanimously agreed on reexamination
that neither deserved the treatment they actually
got, the stigma of failure could not be cleared An
ordinance since 1961, it was referred, has képt ‘the
possibility of revaluation in all board examinations -
barred . Now the question that has been aired by
the parents of one of these girls and should also "
bother the authorities is what is the point of keep-

any method to address an injustice? What is the
necessity of this grand tamasha of ineffectuality
and frustration?

We do not share the smug indifference of a |
Board official quoted in the report that for the
greater cause some individuals always suffer. Nei-
ther do we buy his defence of the law that changing
it would mean an open invitation to all sorts of
power pressure and manipulation. Is the situation
any better now ? The recent investigative press re-
ports have already proved that country’'s education
boards are dens of all sorts of corruption. So how
the picture can be any worse than what it is now?

Above all the present law tends to make a mock-
ery of the question of accountability. What about
the punitive measure for the teachers whose lack
of professionalism, incompetence and carelessness
play havoc with students’ lives? Under the present
system the questionable section of teachers' com-

:lnet:mty can and is actually getting away with mur-

The present government seems pretty keen on
reforms in country’s moth-eaten education sector.
We urge its Education Ministry to review this anti-

quated, meaningless and dangerously painful piece
of absurdity immediately. I

-of some army officers Brig Rouf

their SSC examination results served as a pointer P

ing the provision of reexamination if there bé not |

HE Daily Star in its edito-
rial remarks threw a voice

of grave concern "over not
merely a rapid-fire
deterioration of political

violence in the country but also
a tendentious eruption of it
without any direct provocation
or incitement given to the
same” (DS November 13, 1997).
Other newnpaﬁcr reports and
analysis on the recent Chit-
episode also tend to hit
home the impression that all
that occurred there were more
stimulated than spontaneous.
It is not beyond the realm of
reality that the opposition par-
ties of a country would oppose
ﬁovernm:nt policies and ac-
u:]ﬂl in the mnlt they find
ese ngnlmt ple's mu:rut
wnfm ks on two legs
unn and government. Su
when people voted Awami
League to power by a razor-thin
ma.rﬂn during the last general
election, opposition was vested
with the responsibility of keep-
ing the government on trac
through the use of its instru-
ments judiciously.
From the day the present
nt was sworn in, the
ssues that ition h
on to discredit and destabi
the government do not appear
to be in consort with the wis-
dom of an opposition in a par-
llam:nlm-y democracy. Hartal

— the most slated instrument of
ventilating political grievances
— has been used off and on by
the party which once upon a
time considered hartal as an
anti-state activity. Abstinence
I'rnm the parliament goes on by

Lﬂf opposition ".Fm.rt“ml

e recorded
every Itiu:ll huch to
be resolved in iament.
BNP seems to live with the
impression that abstinence
from t and continu-
ous hartals might cause a fall of

the government. Beca it is
that ﬂnﬂm~M

g.:wr‘r — once made its way
rough. Unfortunately, what
BNP misses at this point of ar-

mntad

t mo-
at could help BNP to re-
gain some its lost grounds.

Are the current issues with

which BNP and its allies are
grappling with right? Take the

examples of two of the most

widely used citations: making
Bangladesh a bazar of Indian
coununodities and sell-oul of a
part ol Bangladesh through
signing a peace accord with

rebels in hittagnngul-l)lll Tracts
(CHT). It was in 1 — with
BNP in power — when a massive

cut in our duties was al-
lowed in I?‘mmnm of import

liberalization and open econ-
M Saifur Rahman — the
then Finance Minister —

rightly boasted of a transition

from an inward-looki to
uul“rd-hnkmgtmdcltr:’?.
From then on relatively

cheaper Indian s started
flowing into Bq:f]uduh mar-
kets through legal channels. To
know as to what extent
Bangladesh has been turned
into a "captive market” of India

and who has actually initiated
the process, one needs to com-
pare the differences in import
duty levels (a sign of protection
:’n]r OWT1 cm:llmndltlc between
al] pre- and post-BNP regime
and (b) pre- and post-Awami

uer . Further, the im-
B ression could also be driven

. Let's

not annthcr

ose sight o
grotesque implication of the

theory of captive market” ar-
gument: while Wer, you
supported trade liberalization

now in opposition you griz-

zle over lh-l: outcome. most

pertinerit guestion is : were the
reforms enunciated by the erst-

while regime credible? Or to put
it bluntly, did they have teeth

on the reforms they themselves
orchestrated?
The fie ucnnd issue hov-

ers aroun Ppear:r treaty in
CHT. It was BN documents
tend to show, which initiated
the peace process. Reports say
that a parliamentary commit-
tee was formed then to carry out
the peace process. The then
Hini!ter Col. (Rtd) Oli Ahmed
and others also visited the
rebels in Agartala quite few
times. How lar the complaint
that "terrorists have been
brought to Dhaka" by the pre-

sent E:ernm:nt is tenable

ts them-
selves visited sts™ house

at Agartala? Again, the most

disco part of the whole
Mgunmmﬁhat BNP members
in that committee formed to eke

out ways and means, -

edly. never ever at any
meeting. We strongly feel that
these honourable members
should have attended the meet-

ings, recorded their note of dis-
sents (if any) and then possibly
could make a solid ground to
oppose the treaty. What BNP is

BANGABANDHU MURDER CASE

saying is that they are quite in
the dark about the whuk- treaty.
Nevertheless. in darkness, they
seemn to have discovered that a
part of Bangladesh "has been
sold to India.’

Of course, we would fully
pathize with some of the
ands they have been mak-

ing and we want that these de-
mands should be met by the
government. For example, more
space for opposition in gov-
ernment controlled media,
withdrawal of such political
actions as to harass their ac-
tivists and others. The govern-
ment should leave no stone un-
turned to fulfil those demands.
But as in the past, we continue
to argue that parliament is the
best place for resolving these
crises.

Fniitics without substantive

Pyrumaniac Ccs hnl:;lom been
impinging atﬁnc impacts on

our economy and . While
we are lmkmg around for more
investments and é&m nt,

to uplift socio-economic status
of our people, it is sensible poli-
tics that we are expecting g
both government and o

tion parties. The bell is

for a pragmatic step into the
next millennium. We are after

good governance, sensible op-
position and against pyrono-
maniac politics.

L]

Verbatim Text of Cross Examination of 42nd Prosecution Witness

Following are excerpts from
cross-examination Major
(dismissed) AH Z.lauddln Ahmed
by Advocate Khan Saifur Rah-
man, defence counsel for Lt Col
(dismissed) Syed Farooqur
Rahman:

Q: You know something
about the incident.

A: Yes. And | have told what
I know,

g; The field of operation of
DGFI1 is confined to the armed

forces.
A: Frlmarﬂr to the defence
services, but it can expand to

civiian matters and even out-
side the country, depending on
assi ts.
: CIA may also come into it.
A: ISI may also come into it.
Q: What about Raw?
A: | don't have any knowl-

Qi Was there any condolence
message from India after the

Augg.lut 15 incident?
| don't have any knowl-

Q: Did India recognise
Mushtaque government?

A: | don't remember.

Q. Did you know anything
about a letter written by Indira
Gandhi to famous Indian wrlt:r

ABana ndeatt)

Q: Wr:rnm a concerned of-
ficer for which Brig Rouf tuld

you about a mnugl.r
the government 8 to lﬂ da a

bcfnr: the August 15 incident
A. | was in DGFI.
Q: He told you about t

pling of the government by
army?

A: No. He named some -
ticular officers, he (Rouf) didn't
tell about the involvement of
army.

: With reference to names

because were one
uf t concern officers of
DGF'!.
A Yes,
Q: Was any measure taken
Lo foll the cons

A: It was the matter of the
DG. There were many cells,
which cell he would activate
was his matter.

: Constant surveillance of
DGFl was there inside and in
the adjoining areas of the can-

mnmtb
was no provision of
constant surveillance.

: Did surveillance take
place in rotation?
A: There was no such provi-
sion.
Q: You got the news of con-
l didn't it deserve con-
t surveillance?
A: That was the matter of the
policy makers.
Q: Didn’t you receive an nr
der after you were told a

the conspir
A: No. =

Q: Was your movement be-
fore going to Bangabandhu's
hnuse at 11 am was as per the
order of your higher authority?

A: Some movements were

undu'urdcruydmﬁ:r re-.

sponsibility.

rp lﬂulng te ' the Hahhtu'
nwmtjam

mt:att.k:

A: Yes.

Q: Did you feel insecure?

AMLhuu there were some
nukalhadtaﬂtherempcr
form my duty a DGF1 man |
mtthminﬂvﬂdmunndhy
a white car of DGFIL.

Q: You were bound to go
the:r: as there was an order

TE0M JOuL Migerion.

Q: Did you need to pursue

JRB (Jatiya Rakkhi Bahini) Di-

rector Hasan for not for
any offensive role or found him
remmﬂled as persuaded by the
A: | found him
gulng to the radio station

for
with

Q You had taken Hasan to
the radio station by your white

eep.

A: By DGFT1's white jeep.

Q: Before leaving the .JHLB
HQ did Hasan tell anythi
the jawans of the Rak hl
Bahini?

A: | didn't remember.

Q: Tofael Ahmed was the
litical controller of Rakkhi

A: It is not known to me.

Q: As per JRB or am
was Hasan in charge of hi
Bahini or l}l:;t Was some one
superior to on 15.

A.Idnntknnww

: Who was acting uﬁ'l?}ﬂ
Bahini on August 1
A.Id-un‘t know.

Before going to Banga-

ence to take pic-
came across 12 men-
places, which places you
;risl:il} under order ammwhich

or responsibili

< A: | went'to the radio station
and to the DGF1 office as of

my self-imposed responsibiiity.

handhu s
tures

. Because going to the office at

that time was not my duty as |
was supposed to be in the uni-
versity area at that time.

Q: Self-im responsibil-
ity was part ol preventing a civil

war.

A: | performed self-im
responsibility to verify the
truth.

That is one of our basic jobs.
There was no sion of
civil war at that moment.

Q: You had an tation

that going back to the DGFI of-

T

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

- peated requests he finall

picked up my letters an

stamped another Tk 4 on each .

letter, and only then handed
them back to me. Can imag-
ine, he fleeced me of Tk 8 in two
Iettm Likewise he muut be

% thbu-

!a.nd: of Beo ple — what a t
Many citizens with fixe

' comc are unable to bear this tx-

se which is wrongly
taken om them.

I then called the officer and
asked him to weigh the letters,
which he did after some hesita-
tion. Then he said that one did
cost Tk 22, but the other one
cost Tk 18. This was worse still.
For it means that the postman
had cheated a citizen of Tk 4
and the gove of Tk 4. So,
tiitin is how ukur pirh n";lt;nt em-
ployees wor this very
lmall example shows. Do they
Fel. chea or pun-

hed in any other No. not
at all.

That is the sole reason why
everybody is busy in makin
some extra money at the cost o
our poor people and also our
Boor government. They are so
usy with this that most of the

address.
v i ' time they neglect their main job
Red-handed and duty ,ﬂ?muj the exira
Sir, That da m: cul- money made wro ly out of
prit red acul- their position or post. This has
t.is quite common but catch- gattostnp if we want our coun-
g one red-handed is tﬁ;ltt : t and prosper-
- feat, Therefore, I should've feit F‘nr this type of corruption
 very pl with m , but 1 all levels frnm clerks to high
- wasn't. | was rather saddened by ufﬁcials has bled our govern-
Icl;.ﬁ pll_ﬁhlﬂmt Ita::;uu the  ment white!
. happened & o
- ernment tis a Dr Sarah,
" disgrace .and sorrow for the  Dhaka
who e nation Mhnu! govern-
the extent 91:‘1 ﬁh“m:&yﬂght Hartal to hunger
courtrymen
incidence tﬂﬂk place in a Sir, Unabated intolerance
" post office. The pos after and violence, corruption and
DL ARG i, s
Tk uande of public mon
- .each. Then he the let- ﬂe i hnmtaptu demncra:yy
-ters  in the nmachine - and  peace and ss of the coun-
‘dropped them on the floor, ona  try and welfare of the .We
heap of letters. I requested him  want ancuuntnbllit}r, trans-
to my stamped letters: But  paren human rights, eco-
he to do sol After myre- nomic mlu ment and justice

to l%ad a blluful life.
e
sentment over observance of
hartal by BNP on the day of the
Aid Group . We also dis-
card observance of two-day
weekly holida the AL gov-
ernment. e lieve and
stro feel that observance of
a half-day hartal by BNP in op-
sition and the of
wo-day weekly holiday by
Awami overnment are
almost same in terms
of economic loss and the suffer-
ingn of the people. The econ-
omy, trade and commerce,
in the government offices
public services are
tremendously affected and the
sufferings of the ple know
no bound due to hartals and
two-day t holiday.
Can't our political leaders
give up observing hartals and
switch over to observing hunger
;torlilt‘ii:l dﬂlﬂﬂﬂltl‘w tl‘;ﬁ‘r’
ts, complaints
rlq? Can't the Awami
government return to
holiday from

and

nn:—dly weckl
two-day wee holiday in the
greater interest of the country?

Would our Awami League,
BNP, JP, JI MPs/law m s

ress our shock and re- .

kindly discuss the relevant
matters in the Jatiya Sangsad,
arrive at a national consensus
and save our beloved country

from chaos and confusion,

poverty and anarchy?

O H Kabir
6. Hare Street, Warl,
Dhaka-1203

Defence of greater
Sylhet

Sir, At present there is an
Army Division in Comilla, and
defence of greater Sylhet comes
within the jurisdiction of that
Division. But Sylhet is too far
away (nearly 130 miles) from
Comilla. .

So practically there is no
defence of Sylhet. There is an
Army Divininn at M singh
with :ne B Egﬁall and
another at ymensi It is
learnt that another B will
be there at Trisal, a few miles
away from Mymensingh. This

seems to be superfluous. Instead
. at least a Bri . if not a Divi-
sion, should be raised at Sylhet

to have a semblance of defence
of greater Sylhet area. Will the
prime minister, who is alsp the
defence minister, look into it?

Mrs Momtaz Jahan
Fulbari, Sylhet

Trial of corrupt
politicians

Sir, The news (DS front ;
19 Nov) that Mrs. Khaleda Zia
has assured the trial of Awami
Leaguers who are involved in
corruption is the essence of
democracy and nnmrlhﬂlg

But isn't she now dg
them lesson how to a
trials? She has taken the par-
llilt]r:;nt and forhthnt matter th;
w country hostage to avoi
trials of the ?ccu-ed in BNP. It
is likclg that some cases

eér partymen are con-

cucted ust to harass innocent

ut are not a few at least

wurth investigation and plac-
ng before tuljudldal

th should have faith in the
country's judicial system as
several of her partymen got
verdict of compensation from
the court in the past.

We know truck drivers block
the road to stop the arrest of a
killer cnlleng':d But should a

that the for
ong time adopt the same
means?

rplzxeﬂreader
D ka

fice from radio station that you
would get all the facts there.

A: Not at all.

Q: All other activities you did
after going back to the DGFI of-
fice from radio station was un-
der order.

A yes.

Q: When does the DGFI
surveillance start?

A: The ume is fixed depend-
ing on a mission.

Q: Duty of going to the uni-
versity and acting as the per-
sonal body guard of Banga-
bandhu was a mission,

A: Yes.
@: The nning and the
finishing of that mission was

the intelligence surveillance
time.

ce surveillance

is related to a mission not to
time.

A: Certain timi
mission and cert
for other activities.

Q: Can an attempt to foil the
conspiracy, about which Bri
Rouf said, termed as a mission

Al dﬂl‘l t know.

At this stage Judge Kazi
Golam Rasul wanted to know
whether he (witness) knows of
any measure taken to foll the
conspiracy. The witness said in
his level he was not supposed

to lmmr
places you visited,
?l’l lhc radiu station and the
office, were within your
miuiun
A: Those were my duty.
Q: University mission was
your duty also.

is with the
ain timing is

A: Yes but all duties are not
mission.

Q: Was going to Rakkhi
Bahini HQ and Hasan to
the radio station a mission?

A: No, that was duty, which
is lbl}awad up by order.
: Was the activities that
did aftcr
F1 office or duty?

5 ”'“J 1
u play a catalytic
rult }f 2 n to thcy:l-
dio ltauun to achicw: the
nvnidln hlu-adlhcd and pre-
of offensive
rnl: lhl‘.‘ Bahini.

A: Cata]ylt is not applicable

back to the

of

under military age, | only
did my duty. —

Further texts of cross exami
nation will be lished as and

when received.

No Tit-for-Tat, Please

The latest cornmentary by
Mahfuz Anam on "Boycotting
the Parliament...” was so ap-
pealing that | felt inspired
write this opinion of

Il am not politica
volved; but 4 always won

in-
e,

lay people. understand what the:

Parliament is and all velces
should be focused thre At.

What has gone wrong with our
political leaders? Just because
AL did something doesn't mean
BNP should do it as well. In-
stead of tit-for-tat tactics, if
BNP behaves differently which
will prove their patriotism, we
will put BNP in such high es-
teem that they cannot even

lma}g:
e nppnuunn and the rul-
party must not underesti-
‘mate the electorate. And ac-
cordingly we only want leaders
who feel for the country and act
in a way which is for national
interest. Enough is enough. |
was extremely an
ical parties which encouraged
non-cooperation movement,
work stoppage at Ehlttagong

port and uent hartals in the
country.
These are all right against

foreign rulers, but just for com-
ing to power, if they take this

* ¥ ¥ & =

with polit-

|

HamidaRahnm

sort of course of action, then
they should not be forgiven.
Don’t they (the leaders) under-

stand how muc haT‘: thm
Ol
loves@t i T 1 ha -u---'rﬂrrp r

November: 4, '97 M-l'tﬂta
my opinion, was justified, be-
cause police unnecessari a-
rassed the opposition r Hu
we all know — but when it coin-
cided with Aid Grou
day muugﬁ and when there
was S0 m from

uarter to withdraw it, BN
should have withdrawn it.
Khaleda Zia could have said,

"We are it because of
Aid Group . That would
have increased her in
the eyes of the public. Maybe

she isn't that far-sighted or
doesn't understand much, but
what about her advisers?

Just because AL did it, th
have to do as well is not the
proper attitude. We are all
watc it — there may be ar-
gument that even after doing so
much wrong (like- boycotting
the Farliament non-coopera-
tion movement, frequent har-
lals) how could come to

Then it is also true that

Processions and Gatherin

After showering tear gas on
processionists, Earllculari
those displaying the BNP ban-
ner, the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police have called a cease fire,
namely: "Processions will be al-
lowed if peaceful.” There was
also a press note declaring the
harmless effect of tear gas.
Members of the public with
streaming eyes, agonised
painful nose, digging headaches
and continual vomiting will
certainly testify to the benefi-
cial nature of tear gas! Rumours
have it that the current crop of
tear cﬁaa shells deployed are a

up version of such

tcncy that the earlier batch is
likened to air purifiers. Ex-PM
m Khaleda Zia is the
dubious credit of ordering these
tear gas shells priced at Taka
300 each. Why she not order
them used just as widely as at
t? Is it because she be-

in some form of democ-
racy.... If this letter stating my
views does not g:t printed or
this sentence is 'wi out' on
the computer, the inevitable
conclusion will be that the free-
dom of press we enjoyed in
Khaleda Zia's time like criticis-

n%tcl:'el:ﬁ:m e es whic

write-ups cnuaed he parties to
be diverted from frequent vote-

rchasi rposes to a few
gﬁaﬂtabiggﬁmcuuna is surel

tanltinﬁaﬂln we write simi

in the that our
PM or her advisers mlee‘]:m
heed? The BNP did not h {1
that the public voiced — so they
could neither last, nor come

public mo

‘back. But since they did acce

some of the suggestions they

a little better than the AL is do-
!nf. In the political one-day-
internationals we are having in
Bangladesh, the BNP's 50 a

ted overs produced some runs.
here we see AL mis-fielding,
dropping catches, getting

bowled.

The best example is the PM's
and the ministerial handling of
the police. Using costly tear gas
shells during an Abahani-
hemmadan match? In the his-

tory of Bangladesh there is no

jﬂrﬂ
monium and walk out is not the
procedure. Nor rabble-rousi
rambling s
be witty

shells (wh
the High
redressing
violations?).” Coloured water
was also fired from the water
cannons.

cratic country
march through
?th-:r users. Only they
m

the streets. B
tion does not belong to 'Iht
sireets an

Bringing g:;:'n

such example. Rather it is the
stadium crowd. the public and
the shopkeepers feared. So Er-
shad banished them to the 'Er-
shad' stadium! On thr. ground
that now the rowd rters
would have difficu t ln grou

ing. But lobbing tear gas ahelE
E ?nly AL ministers can do

a

So we can see that the
mmhaﬂ:b:mrcﬂamcﬂ?lght

and left with officers and con-

stables who do not live here, be-
] here or have any
fi for the citizens

nuine
Dhaka
are any more lenient with the

baton (lathi), fortified by fibre
Elasa shields and protective

elmets than with tear gas

shells. In fact they have been

positively lavish \ﬁrth their ba-

ton ¢ — female ts
workers in beds of various
clinics and hospitals are proof
of this kindness to procession-

ists however . And ear-
lier at the BNP Naya Paltan HQ.

activists could not take even the
first step to march out from
their own

premises where the
lice had no t of entry and
ar less the righ tulobtclrgu

don't the BNP
urt or to the J hl'
such constitutional

Processionists in any demo-
have the right to
the streets like
pede th Il ;mnut
e the travellin pas-
riding any vehicles on

as the

ore than their

militant JCD. Let them so to the
: as they were voted to
do. took the mandate to sit

in the JS in the manner befit-
“ocffhm.kﬂn not mastaan

thers. In the August ma-

of the Sangsad. pande-

hes. They mus
must make their
nts. And the speaker will
ave 1o them the floor
the government
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ceive at the Police Academy —

and il the
why it is not
lntmtiunul standard? We do
not hear of the otographer
hit on the head
shell. Is he alive in CMH?
an open
If the authorities would be so
kind.

BNP has come as a stro
tion ever in the history
Bangladesh. People have
thd for them and we will ex-
pect them to focun our
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Hé-nh 1 would like'to send my
hr:nrtf:lt thariks to Mr Saifur
Rahman, our former finance
minister and Mr Amir Khasru
Mahmud Chowdhury, BNP MP,
for at the international
investment conference. From
the news, it seems they had ob-

jion from thei
Lut they ignored it rIl g!mmm

ray of hope that there are some

peu le in the opposition who
think of the country and

itl people.
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Ingthem sincerely feel
some nﬂrf e oul come
who are free of all these. Or let
these two ladies come to an
agreement that Ihay would
come to in every 3 or 4
_w:lrn aybe that will give

ace nm:l leave us (poor
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gs Allowed

is not what théy were voted to
do. but to corner the AL in

Israel got the Palestinians to
the negotiation table with con-
cessions. The AL must do the

the Sk ot st i
not in
the streets. That is, if the AL
wants to survive.

No party — JP, BNP, AL —
follow democratic principles

lnd :Iect their tlm
Tﬂfnﬂ mpg
party as did their cmmlnw

parts. And both Khaleda Zia
and Sheikh Hasina play the
suicidal role of slitting their
own throats or destroying their

. The businessmen in their
ederations, the lawyers in
their association have demo-
cratic elections. But political

I:nn.leu practice dictatorship.
eaders are nominated not
elected. Then why summon the
‘t
mddlu ct leaders rebel and
their OWN rep-
tives. not those nomi-
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musclemen and black money?

- Let-us have demoeracy.

And as for the
they defenders of the law or
practitioners of 'spare the rod
and spoil the child' advocates
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out to teach civic behaviour to
opposition political parties —

and citizens in
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adesh Betar and
a (weeklies and

is deficient,
to

a tear gas
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