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Repatriation
of refugees
resumes
today

By Special Correspondent

All is set to resume repatria-
tion of tribal refugees today
from camps in southern
Tripura.

s will be the fourth phase
of repatriation since 1994 and
1996. The first batch will return
at the Tabalchhari point at 10
am today.

The first batch of 574
refugees will start arriving
across the Fl]:ili riv::i in the
morni walkin oOwWn a
mahmﬂl’h bridge f:gnm the Shi-
lachhari camp in Tripura.

It will continue at the Ta-
balchhari point until Novem-
ber 27. Another batch will cross

See Page 12 Col 4

Discussion on
draft CHT
accord

continues
By Staff Correspondent

A 'core E:.lr of two mem-
bers from 1-member Na-
tional Committee on Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts (NCCHT) had
been the ‘main dis-
cussion' with two others from
the Parbattya Chattagram Jana
s it Bl

agreement being
for the two sides.
mb{ud by NCCHT

member and Jatiya Party
leader Fazle Rabbi, MP, at a

meeting of the E’Eﬂd:lum.
JP sources told The Daily Star

The ‘ECHT was reconsti-
tuted by the t in Oc-
tober last with Abul Has-
nat Abdullah, Chief Whip of the

Jatiya Sangsad, as its Con-
vener. The two BNP members of

See Page 12 Col 6

Armed Forces
Day today

. ¢ The Armed Forces Day will
be observed today, M{M
The day's programme will
with the of mu-
after Fazr prayers in all

ues at army sons,
nlm ships and est
“thrnulhou well umnlrfurce I;:;:l
t country. i
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and Leader of the tion in
Parliament eda Zia

Begum
gave separate messages on the
occasion

in Dhaka, President Sha-
Ahmed, Prime Minis-
eikh Hasina, Chief of
Staff Lt ' General
See Page 12 Col 3

12 promoted to
rank of SP

By Staff Correspondent

M gor s Iding
ts of police, ho
current charge as SPs in various
districts, were to the
rank of SP yesterday, according
to the officials. at the Ministry
of Home Affairs.

“The police officials pro-
moted to the rank of SP yester-
day will remain posted at the
same station,” said an official
at the ministry, that the

ter |
Army

omotions were given on the
Elln of seniority. Further de-
tail, however, was not available
immediately.

—Inside Today

Article

Rolling the dice with
biodiversity
"Be the Heroes We
Never Were, or
Perish"

Column: Do I Dare
by AZM Obaidullah
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Focus

Pakistan Diary

Kuldip Nayar writes
from Delhi
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Supplement

Today's 16-page issue
of The Baily Star
contains a 4-page
supplement on '‘Armed
Forces Day'
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Business Summit

The Three-Nation Business
Summit scheduled to be held in
“f'f city on Sunday has been put
off.

An official announcement
yesterday said that the Summit
was 'postponed’ as Pakistan
Prime Minister Newaz Sharif
con his inability to attend
it due to domestic "political
compulsions”.

Both the Pakistani and In-
dian prime ministers, however,
intimated their desire to hold
the summit at a mutually con-

“venient "early date”.

The Daily Star learnt that
the Foreign Ministry received a
message from Islamabad at 10
am yesterday informing that

By Staff Correspondent

Newaz Sharif had cancelled his
Bangladesh trip for the summit,
followed by a two-day bilateral
visit.

Foreign Ministry officials

immediately got in touch with

Islamabad and Pakistan High
Commission in Dhaka and
Ba.l'?ladcsh mission in Islam-
abad "to insist" if the Pakistan
premier could be in Dhaka for
at least one day — November 23
— to attend the summit.

Later in the evening the For-
eign Ministry received confir-
mation from Islamabad that
"in the present circumstances,
it would not be possible for the
Pakistan premier to make a
trip outside the country.”

postponed

sources said.

However, Newaz Sharif sent
his personal assurance "that he
was very eager to attend the
summit at a fresh and early
date.” Dhaka was assured that
an early date will be given "to
suit the convenience of the
three prime ministers."”

cials of Bangladesh, the
host country, immediately re-
layed the inability of the Pak-
istan premier to attend the
summit to New Delhi and also
its mission in Dhaka.

Later in the afternoon, the
Indian External Affairs Min-
istry communicated Prime
Minister | K Gujral's "consent to

See Page 12 Col 3

bank at village Kalma in Lauhajang thana of Munshiganj. The river has so far claimed
almost all of the Dhaida union leaving hundreds homeless. — Star photo: A K M Mohsin

Arsenic contamination

Which is safe — ground
or surface water?

By Naimul Haq

e are divided over the
use o ace water or ground-
water as an immediate solution
to the problem of arsenic con-
tamination of groundwater in
the country.

Some s feel that sur-
face water is safe for those ex-
posed to arsenic contamination
while others maintain that use

of surface water could be harm-
ful and continued use
of groun ter for drinking

and cooking "till something
concrete is recommended .”

Dr Dipankar Chakrabarti,
an expert from India, said,
"immediate advice should be
given to revert to the habit of
using :Iurfai:c water for drink-
ing and cooking purposes.” Dr
Chakrabarti has studying
environmental effect of wide-
spread contamination of grou-
ndwater by arsenic in Bang-
ladesh and West Bengal since

The Dhaka Zoo is riddled
with hazards for the visitors
and accidents similar to Tues-
day's may occur any time.

Several moats and cages ei-
ther had faulty plans or were
damaged, exposing visitors to
dangers from the animals.

A 10 year-old boy from
Nababer Bagh area of Mirpur
was killed on Tuesday when a
Royal Bengal Tiger snatched
him inside its cage severing his
head from the neck.

1984.

Talking to this correspon-
dent in the city recently, he
said, "For a short term solution,
there are basically two options
— use of deep tubewell ( Wa -
ter or conservation of rain and
river water. Installation of each
DTW costs between Tk 40,000
and 50,000 which is costly for
ordinary villagers. Conserva-
tion of rain and river water till
now seems to be the most suit-
able choice that should be ac-
ceptable in terms of expendi-
ture.”

Dr Mahmudur Rahman, a
leading dermatologist of the
country also working in this
field, said, "The nature is
revenge on us. Twenty years
ago. the concept of usin
groundwater was accepte
without thinking of its impact
today. It is now high time we

See Page 12 Col |

Faulty plans expose visitors
to dangers at Dhaka Zoo

By Staff Correspondent

While visiting the Zoo. this
correspondent found that the
moat of the Samber deer was
encircle by simple fences with-
out any ‘safety ditch' between
those and the visitors. Men,
women and children were
standing close to the fence, of-

f leaves and peanuts to the
I?-.l.%gbmwn coloured deer.

ith its sharp horns, the
Samber might any time cause

fatal injuries to a visitors.
The 30 or more venomous

AL conspiring )

to rig UP polls:

Mannan Bhutyan

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan MP has
urged the pedble to resjst all
sorts of "designs by the fuling

arty to rig" the coming Union
arishad elections.

Addressing a public meeting
at Nabinagar College ground in
Brahmanbaria vyesterday,
Mannan Bhuiyan accused the
government of cons to
the rulin pany-bagkl:ilgcan i-
dates elected through any
means.

"We'll launch an oust-gov-
ernment agitation if the UP
polls are rigged and their re-
sults are manipulated”, a BNP
press release quoted the party
secretary general as saying.

Alleging intrigues over the
country’'s gas reserve, Mannan
Bhuiyan demanded that the re-
serve be assessed by local and
foreign experts before the sign-
ing of any agreement on explo-
ration. "Otherwise, the succes-

See Page 12 Col 7

snakes were kept in ordinary
glass cages which visibly bore
evidence of faulty planning.
The glass window frames rick-
etted with slight push, opening
up to an inch.

Although the windows were
locked, visitors constantly
tapped on the glass to wake the

ra or the ratsnake. At least
six windows were found cracked
and broken, with dangerous

snakes {pside.
ulggagcmﬂul?

-Dock workers
at Mongla
Port start

go-slow

From Staff Correspondent
- KHULNA, Nov 20: The dock
workers at Mongla Port have
began a go-slow programme
today in protest against non-

payment of tips by the
stevedores.
Loading and unloading of

cargo in the ships has slowed
down considerably. At present,
18 foreign vessels are anchored
at the jetties and the outer an-
chorage of the .

The president of Mongla
Port Stevedores' Association
Syed Mestahid Ali said the as-
sociation would remain firm on
its decision not to pay tips to
the dock workers.

"Rather, we demand aboli-
tion of Dock Workers Manage-
ment Board for the greater in-

terest of Mongla Port”, he said.

In cargo handling, two
tems — to aﬂgg 3hiftv.d:gs—'
are rﬁ:ud at sluE porf. The dock
workers' go-slow programme is
being applied in the shiftwise

stem, said a port official. Of

¢ 18 vessels, work on shift-
wise system are being done in
13 ships for loading jute and

jute goods.
Stalemate at Ctg

Port continues

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 20: Min-
ister for Ports and Shippin
Abdur Rab continued to Eu]
talks with leaders of the dock
workers union till late today, to
break the staf.lcmat: causet’l, by
suspension o handling at
Ealuttagong pumc Wednes-

y

The minister, accompanied
h¥| the Deputy Minister® for
Shipping Dhirendra Dewvnath
Shambhu, arrived here this af-
ternoon.

The talks were continuing at
the port rest house till the
writing of this report at 11:45

Earlier in the evening, the
minister held a meeting with
the leaders of Bangladesh Mas-
ter Stevedores Association
(BMSA). The stevedores ped
gang-booking of dock 1 ers

/ . See Page 12 Col 3

Zia murder
~case put up

In court

From Staff Correspondent

o CHUF}IAG{}NG. Nov 20: The
a m er case was t up in
the Court of Chief Mepl:lopoﬁtnn
Magistrate here today.

¢ investigation report on
this case, which was scheduled
to be in the court toda

., was not submitted,

court and sources said.

Police prayed to the court for
further three months' time to
complete the investigation.

ut the CMM's Court asked
three police officials including
the Commissioner of Chit-
L}ﬁnng metropolitan police and
officer in charge ol Kotwall
thana to show cause for 'failure’
to submit the report on Zia
murder case today.

The court also asked the OC
to be t in the court on the
next date, December 10, court
source said.

$150m ADB
loan for 2

projects
By Staff Correspondent

The Asian Development
Bank yesterday approved two
concessional loans amounting
to 150 million US dollars for
Bar h.

bri ADB's total lend-
ing to Bangladesh in 1997 to
420 million dollars, the record
level in a year. says a press re-
lease of the Bank.

The new loans are for the 80-
million dollar Capital Market
Development Project (CMDP)
and the 70-million dollar Third
Rural Infrastructure Develop-
ment Project (TRIDP).

The CMDP aims at develop-
ing a fair, trans t and efli-
cient capital market in
B adesh to foster investors'
confidence and facilitate sav-
ings and investments.

It contains two components,
The first is to implement a pol-
icy and institutional reform
programme to create nec

See Page 12 Col 6

3 Shibir activists
arrested 1n

Ctg remanded

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 20: De-
tective police started to interrd-
gate the three alleged Shibir
cadres arrested on Tuesday
from Chandanpura area after
two-hour long gunfight with a
Inrfounntlng:nt of police.

lice sources said a hunt is
continuing to arrest other
Shibir cadres who fled from
their hide-out by opening indis-
criminate brushfire sensing the
police raid.

The three activists arrested
with arms were Hamidullah,
Aktar Hossain and Bhokari
Nazim. They were placed on

See Page 12 Col 4
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Cabinet for im peachment of President

SC suspends new law, asks
Leghari not to sign bill

ISLAMABAD, Nov 20: Pak-
istan’'s Supreme Court today
suspended a new law enablin
Prime Minister Nawaz Shar
to defend himself against
charges of contempt arising out
of a trial of strength between
government and judiciary, re-

port agencies.

Meanwhile, Sharif's Cabinet
decided today to impeach the
President after he delayed sign-
ing the amendment. something
he is required by law to do, but
within 30 days. Sharif had
asked him to attach his signa-
ture within 24 hours of receiv-
ing the amendment.

It's not clear what grounds
Sharif's government can use to
justify its move to impeach the

President.
The resolution was expected
to be introduced in parliament,

late todaji;
In its’brief ruling, the three-

member Supreme Court bench
said the amendment was intro-
duced to benefit only one per-
son, the prime minister.

The Supreme Court also in-
structed President Farooq
Leghari not to approve the bill,
which the embattled Prime
Minister rushed through to de-
fend himself aﬁainst contempt
charges currently before court.

e court action put Leghari
at the centre of a crisis which
opposition legislators say could
paralyse government and

See Page 12 Col 7
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Nawaz Shﬂr"i

Letter served on Gujral
Congress threatens to
withdraw support
for UF govt

NEW DELHI, Nov 20: India's
Congress Party today formally
served notice on Prime Minis-
ter Inder Kumar Gujral that it
would withdraw support for his
government if a regional ally
was not ejected from the ruling
coalition, report agencies.

Congress lawmakers meet-
ing after a stormy morning ses-
sion of parliament approved a
resolution demanding the gov-
ernment take 'appropriate ac-
tion' a%ainat all those indicted
by an investigation into former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi's
1991 assassination by a suicide
bomber.

The report written by judge
Milap Chand Jain, has been
quoted in newspaper leaks as
naming the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) party for
;;ympathiaMg with Sri Lanka's

amil Tiger rebels who are
blamed by Indian authorities

for Gandhi's 1991 assassina-
tion.

The Jain Commission report
was placed before both houses
of parliament earlier today as
lawmakers gathered for their
winter session.

"The CPP (Congress Parlia-
mentary Party) executive would
like to make it clear that the
party cannot extend support to
a government of which the DMK
party indicted in the report is a
constituent.” the Congress reso-
lutioh said.

The CPP executive therefore
demands the immediate ouster
of (the)] DMK from the central
government and further follow-
up action on the basis of the

- findings of the Jain Commis-

sion. it added.

Earlier, in his findings pre-
sented to Parliament today,
Jain called Gandhi 'the most

See Page 12 Col 8

s negotiations on
block bidding fail

Star Report

Talks between oil giant
Shell and the negotiation
committee on the second round
block bidding for exploration
in the country, failed for the
third time Wednesday.

Shell is so far the only his
oil company invited by the
committee since the negotia-
tions began from October 22 on
a "one block, one com-

pany/group of companies” for-

mula.

" With only 24 days left for
completion of the negotiation
and signing of production shar-
ing contracts (PSC) with differ-
ent companies in 12 blocks, ne-
gotiations with only a handful

of companies have progressed

positively.

Twenty foreign companies
and Petrobangla's subsidiary
BAPEX are participating in the
bidding.

Sources said the negotiation
committee Wednesday offered
Shell Block-5 in the meeting.
But Shell, which had been in-
sisting on negotiation on the
basis of an evaluation of its
proposals for six blocks, said
that Block-5 was not its pri-
mag interest.

hell said it would consider
exploration in Block-5 only if it
had qualified to explore the ad-
jacent blocks, the sources said.

The negotiation committee

See Page 12 Col 2
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Nat’l Sports
Award ’96

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday assured all
possible help and patronage for
the development of sports, and
said the government has taken
the initiative in formulating a
sports policy, report agencies,

"The government is deter-
mined to raise the standard of
sports in the country to inter-
national level and has taken up
various programmes for its de-
velopment,” she said.

The Prime Minister was ad-
dressing the National Sports
Award '96 distribution cere-
l;{lﬂ;il}" at the Osmani Memorial

all.

"For the first time, an allo-
cation of Tk 2 crore has been
made in the budget for sports
and another Tk 20 crore ear-
marked as special allocation
for the development of sports.”
she told the function.

The Prime Minister handed
over the prestigious awards to

See Page 12 Col 6

Exploration for
oil, gas begins

in Bandarban

BANDARBAN. Nov 20: The

exploration for natural oil and
as began in Bandarban hill
istrict today, reports BSS.

According to official
sources, the United Meridian
Corporation (UMC) of USA and
Petrobangla jointly have
started seismic su in Ruma,
Chimbuk, Bathchara and
Kaikang areas. The survey work
would continue for about seven
months.

Meanwhile, the survey
teams have already identified
three prospective oil and gas
spots in the hill areas of Mat-
iranga, Dighinala and Baghai-
chhari thanas in Rangamati
district where the survey work
has started on November 1.

The s teams of the UMC
prepared to collect samples of
gas and oil from next year in
these areas.
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