DHAKA WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1997

RIGHTS OF THE GI

RL-CHILD

Who is Responsible for Safeguarding It?

by Shaheen Anam

In most South Asian countries, a young girl's first encounter with violence is on her wedding night. She is
sexually abused not only once but many times in the name of marriage

HE general perception is
that children are treated
with love and affection in
most homes. The of the
mother who cares for all
her children equall is
nnmethinﬁ of a folklore. At the
national level, we constantly
hear that children are the
Ll.;tul‘t of the :lo“t:ntr}' and mﬁ
provided protection
care for their healthy growth
mrdeevehum. L
owever, rosy ure
mostly true for the mkﬁ:-chﬂ
households. But for the major-
ity. this is something of a myth
as we know that millions of
children are deprived of their
basic rights ar:iullieedu. The
promise of care protection
exists in the Constitution and
has little relationship with the
real world. Children, of course,
from poor families bear a
heavier burden of abuse and ne-

Among the millions of de-
prived children, there exists a

ﬁroup. which on the surface
ves under the tion and
care of families. However,

human ts are violated ev-
eryday, all over Bangladesh.
This violation has society's
stamp of approval and sanc-
tion. are the thousands of
young giris, married off before
they reach physical or emo-
t:;:mnl maturity. Pnru:lnll claim
t are providing them secu-
ﬁt? but we all know how elu-
sive and mythical that security

sic rights when even their par-
enls&:omcapart}'tntheﬁ

lation? The tragedy is com-
pounded by the fact that mar-
., no matter what age or sit-
uation, once solemnised gets
the approval of . Never
mind t Islam dictates that a
girl cannot be married without
giving her consent. Her mar-
riage is solemnised by few ut-
terance of a mullah after which
hingkbemmﬂ legal. Does
anybody know or care what
hg}:pcns to these girls who are
still children by social and

biological definition?

meeting
thmandu, it
the participants
th Asian coun-
tries, a young I's first en-
counter with violence is on her
wedding night. She is sexually
abused not only once but many
times in the name of marriage
and the sanctity of the family.
The only difference is that she
has no one or nowhere to com-
plain or go to after such abuse.

Our eastern values of family,
marriage, children are eulo-
gised as the fabric of soci-
ety that s us . The
western values of individual-
ism, break up of marriage and
independence of children are
all condemned as decadent and
therefore not acceptable. East-
ern values upholds the duties of
a wife. and no matter how
young she it, once married, she
is expected to conform to all the
societal norms. Her submission
is considered to be a virtue. The

ter the pain inflicted upon,
er the more sympathy she
gains for tolerating it. By the
time she has crosses her teens,
she is a mother several times
over, physically drained of all
strength, ravaged by desease
and sickness.

This girl-child is forced to
tolerate every violation of her
human rights because she is

dcmilcnt and vulnera-
le. If her c right is violated,

A
In a recent
on violence in
was
that in most

such as her th to choose het;
then as no place
m seek redress. she is

raped by her husband at the
tender age of 13, 14 or even 16
which is still below the legal
marriagible age, she cannot go
anywhere to complain. No po-
lice station will entertain her
complain — leave alone getting
a conviction against her par-
ents or hus ;

However, few people want to
talk or discuss this problem.
There is inhibition and a taboo
against discussing such un-
pleasant and intimate details of
a young girl's married life. Our
so-called elite society members
are quick to protest when words
such as 'marital rape’ is men-
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| power and

Body to formulate
nat’l population

policy

The government has formed
a 28B-member committee 1o
formulate a national popula-
tion Eoiic}r as per the decision
of the National Population
Council, reports UNB.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister has been made chair-
man while State Minister for
Health Vice-chairman of the
comimittee. Health Secretary
will act as its member secre-
tary. said an official handout.

Obituary

Akhteruzzaman Chowdhury.
a former Zemindar of Belgachi
estate in Rajbari district. died
Monday night at the IPGMR in
the city of old age compli-

cations. He was 87, reporis BSS. |

He left behind five sons. . first

h of |
three daughters and a host | befiment of

relatives.

Chowdhury, a
widely respected philanthropisi
in the greater Faridpur district,
was associated with many edu-
cational and social organisa-
tions throughout his life.

pular and

tioned. We, supposedly, are not
ready for such concepts. It is
‘too western' and that we have
other problems to deal with
first. '

I would like to question the
entire assumption that sur-

rounds marriage and :

In a recent on Juve-
nile Law or by the
UNICEF and Law Ministry,
TR e peker ol
the C a 'S ,
sition was discussed. Pl.rtﬁl’:
pants brainstormed over issues
such as "the child's righ
nocence”. Yet ironically, this
innocense is violated. under the

e s m“‘“jé?‘ and
. The -C
is not tised or fami-

oy Al
as

has safely married off to
(a1 :Ihl:n ﬂlencm nf?r h-:ih:g
trauma

uprooted from her family at a
tender age and then forced to
submit to her wifely duties.

A grassroots NGO worker
ﬂarratin Ee? harrowing expe-
ence o as young
as 12, 13 rrm.rgg off said "most
of these marriages last from 2

to 3 years. According to her
parents start of mar
ﬂm as 10 or 11. Their
ra is it is too ri to
keep young girls at home.
risk being might be kid-

napped, raped or assaulted.
Th ma.r? off their daughters
in lieu of security. However,
this is a false sense of security.
Chances are, she will return
within two years time with a
child in her arms. Till her hus-
band divorces her, the girl's
parents are able to say that
their daughter is married and,
in so saying, believe their pres-
tige in society is still intact,

For many now, wom-
en's groups and organisations
have been protesting child

marriage. It was in the face of

- widespread demand that the

mmimum marriage age law was
enacted. However, as with most
laws, this has remained in pa-
per with little th t to its im-
ementation. cials ar
hat with few birth registra-
tions being done, it is impossi-
ble to impose this law .

Others argue that poverty is
reason, and unless we arrest

Bgv:rty. these violations are .

to occur.

While one cannot deny that
poverty is a s reason for
early marriage, yet it is not the
only reason. Too often,
is used H.!hﬂ;'l m'?leh to
responsibility. e govern-
ment, polluca{ parties, civil so-
clety — everyone tends to hide
behind it. Meanwhile, innocent
young girls are sacrificed in the

name of family, prestige and se-
curity.

It is time to strictly enforce
the minimum marriage law act.
Offenders need to be shed
and some scope be made
for rt%nt:rM&:nm of viola-
tions. of the ways this may
be enforced is local
bodies. A democratically
elected local t will be
accountable to the people. One
of the tasks of local bodies is
birth, marriage and death regis-

teration. Since women will

comprise 30 per cent of seats,
they will be able to act as a

fnrcemélommpwfm Sy

Issues of child has
roots and is embeded in

our culture and religion which
dictate that the er a girl is
married, the better. It has as
much to do with attitude and
perception as with poverty. A
massive campaign should be
taken up st this social
evil. First of all it should be
brought out in the and dis-
cussed. This should be treated
as an act of violence against
girls in the same way as rape,

assualt or murder. lives of
young and innocent Ggirls
should not longer be

in the name of sanctity of mar-
riage and family.

by Jim Davis

BCI team meets
Energy Minister

A 4]1-member delegation of

{ Bangladesh Chamber of Indus-

tries (BCl} held a meeting with
Energy and Mineral Resources
Minister Nooruddin Khan at

! the conference room of the min-

is sterda
™ O uwprcﬂ

: ris UNB.

t Sharif M Afzal
Hossain led the delegation.
They discussed with the minis-
ter overall situation in the
sector, pointed
out some problems in the sector
and suggested to privatise the

. sector, said a press release.

'BUET team wins
- ACM computing

contest

The International Collegiate

mlmme Contest (ICPC) was
at North South University

in the city yesterday, reports
The ICPC, heid here for the

. first time, was organised by the

Association of Com Ma
chinery (ACM), the body
of cnmEiu{er professionals in
the world.

A team of B
versity of Engineering and
Technology (BUET) secured the
position. while the team
ter Science De-

h Uni-

from the Com

came

The winning team will par-

. ticipate in the ICPC interna-
tional contest finals to be held

in Atlanta. USA on Feb 28,
1998

haka University
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N the past, most Baﬁlnduhl
Iummnmta were made purely

of metals such as silver, gold
elc., sometimes with a string of
pearls or a us stone here
and there. Recently, deshi
ewelry is seeing variety as

semi-precious stones,
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glﬂss bead" s, metals, -hellu: and

}n ated with
nt
metals and terra-cotta motif
have also found appreciation
over the last few years.
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gold and silver.
s on other

mother-of-pear] = are

cate design

These are the very styles in

ladesh in Bhuta_ﬁ

e s,

i

that were exhibited in
at the

jewelry
September last by Aarong
Food and Jewclr{ Festival held

in Thimpu, Bhutan. It was or-
anised by the Bangladesh Em-
assy at the residence of the
Ambassador Mrs. Mahmuda
Haque Choudhury.

e I]:Ii[!!: Stur 5

"It was a golden oFlpurtumty
to share Bangladeshi custom
with and expose a certain por-
tion of our culture to one of our
nciﬁbouﬂn countries”, said
zji!u aheen att} :ﬂl;g is 1111: de-

gn manager o ng. It was
the only | stall at the fair
and the exhibits did not only
earn a lot of appreciation but
also got all sold out.

The visitors to the show
largely comprised members
from the royal family and elite
of Bhutan and also Bangladeshi
expatriates, while HM the
Queen inaugurated the exhibi-
tion.

According to Mrs. Choud-
hury:. "The idea behind having
a jewelry exhibition was to
Bruj:cl a livelier picture of

angladesh rather than the
usual images of ‘cyclones,
floods and drought.'”” The
favourite of the exhibition were
the very traditional silver
hashulis. Each design was a
work of art in itsell; the 22
karat gold necklace with pearl
strings, the oxidised bands
adorned with black and white
little balls, hashulis in multi-
coloured strings etc. All the
items were specifically made l:g
Aarong for the exhibition and -
have not yet been on display at
any of its outlets in Bangladesh.

— Jessica Noval

BANGABANDHU MURDER CASE
Verbatim Text of Cross Examination of

41st Prosecution Witnes

Following are the

@ of PW-

from

41 Brig ahan by state de-
fence for Lt Col (retd)
Khandaker Abdur Rashid: '

£ 16 and 2
es.

46 Brigade.

Q: 2 Field Artillery had night
on August 14

A: the units, including 2
Bcnﬁal. 16 and 2 Field
Artillery under the 46 Brigade
had night training ;
16 East Bengal had its
night training till 10 pm on Au-
gust 14 as on the day time we
were in ambush demonstration.

Q: Night training pro-.
one.

: When did Col Shafat
Jamil gave the order to r:mB
tinue the night training till 1

pm.
A: Before the Magreb prayer
on August 14,

ﬁmmﬂﬁmqw

A: yes you can say that... he
was course mate.

Q: Is there any provision to
take punitive measure if asked
to take part in any job outside

programme?

A: Action should have to be
taken. But, | don't know
whether any action was taken
or not in this case. | informed
by Bri Commandar about
Rashid's request.

Q: Did Gen Zia. CGS and oth-
ers. who were there, came to
know about Rashid's request?

A: 1 informed my Brigade
Commandar and at that time
the CGS also came to know
about it. Both of them asked me
not to join the road march and
go to the New Airport.

Q: Action would have been
taken against him, if there was
any offence.

A: | don't know about that.
Q: You informed Col Jamil

A: Twice.
Q: Major Rashid didnt re-
quest m for road march.
A statement is not true.
: Your is due.
: Yes, it was, since 1995,
Q: For the sake of promotion
you have given false statement
involving Major Rashid as said

by the prosecution.

and

MOU on flood control and water
signed between the two countries in

Bangladesh Water Resources Mini |
is Chinese counterpart Niu Maosheng exchanging a

[

b
ster Abdur Razzak (L)

resources development

ijing on Nov 11.
e — PID photo

~ JMS concerned

at repression

on women
Jatiya Mohila Sangstha
(JMS) gan expressed its grave

concern over the gradual In-
crease of women on in
different parts of the country,
reports UNB.

In a statement, JMS Chair-
man Ivy Rahman today
(Tuesday) said, news of some re-
cent women repression b-

linh%tun ol have

noti m“l.nll-ltlm‘l.
She referred to the gangra

of an -wedded woman o

went to s Bazar for honey-

moon and fell victim of night-
WHFHIM{JEIHHEIHI‘-

Attack on BCU N

leader condemned

Hasan Hafijjur Rahman So-
hel and Manjur-E-Khuda Tarik,
president and general secr
rc‘:mlvcl of Banglades
C U (BCU) in a state-
ment yesterday condemned the
attack on its ltagongﬁllﬂﬂct
unit general secretary Shagata
Dhar Titu by “the terrorists of
Islami Chhatra Shibir."

They sald Jamaat-Shibir,
the defeated forces in the libera-
tion war, attacked Titu bein
afraid of the movement agains
them by Chhatra Union. The
leaders ex their concern
over the terrorist attacks b
Shibir on the Chittagong Uni-
versity campus. -

A: It is absolutely :
August confer-
ence?

A: As the acting CO.

Q: ‘When did Col Amin
Ahmed Chowdhury joined as
CO of your unit?

A: On August 15 morning.
but he left Joydevpur for Dhaka
immediately after joining.

The s from cross-ex-
amination of Brig Shahjahan
by Advocate Abdur

. the defence counsel for Lt
Col (retd) Sultan Shahriyar
Rashid Khan:

Q: When did you join the
army?

A: | was commissioned an
August 8, 1966 in the Pakistan ¢
Army.

: When r.;rou were promoted
o g

A bably in the month of
May in 1985. .

: Where does the personal
files of the army officgrs are
kept?

A: In the MS (Military Secre-
tary) branch of the Army HQ.

Q: Col Shahriyar (accused)
raised the 15, East -

iment of the Bangl Army.
A: | don't know. |
- In 1981 Shariyar was
hol the rank of Lt :
A: | don't know.

& F:Whmdldyuubecomeu
ol.

A: Probably in August, 1976.
Q: When were you posted in

J r?
OY::TE-IC in the 16 East

t in 1973.
: Whose permission is re-
uired to use the h ers of
the Armed Forces? |

A: As per the of the
requirement, - Forces
Division gives to ssion.

Q: Gen : August
15. visited #rmy instal-
lations by hel and cam-
paigned in favour of the new

government.
A: He did not come to my

unit and | can't say anything
about others.

4 was appointed as
E:%eofe-ﬁnmm to the Pres-
nt.

A: |1 don't know. .
: Did you have the ‘habit of

r nnngperu?
A: Very little.

Khoka visits
residences of
captive BNP

leaders .

Dhaka city BNFP convenor
Sadek Hossain Khoka, MI’. yes-
terday visited the residences of
some imprisoned P!)l.rty leaders
of Mirpur Ward No 4, reports
UNB.
He met with the famil
members of r thana B
leader Malek Hawlader, Haji
Rafiqul Islam and Khorshed
Alam, consoled them and re-
quested them to have patience.

Talking with the family
members, ka said this "fas-
cist Baksali" government has

arrested thousands of BNP

leaders and workers across the
country and resorted to torture
on them in jails.

The BNP | demanded
immediate re of all those
arrested. ;

First class first

Sabera Hasin
Tamanna has
stood first cla-
ss first in the
M Sc final exa-
mination, '93
(held in '97), fr-
om Govt Jagan-
F B nath College un-
- e PSS der Dhaka Uni-
versity in Zoology (Entomo-

logy). a press release.

She El the eldest daughter of
Md Abdul Goffur Miah, Assis-

tant Teacher of a Bazar
Govt Girls High Sc and Mrs
Hasina Jahanara Goffur.

Q: You attended the confer-
ence held on August 17. Did you
attend another conference at
Dhaka Cantonment on August
19?

A: No.

Q: After Au
¥ou visit Dh
or the first time?

A: In September, 1975, on
the occasion of my posting out-
side.

Q: How long had the conler-
ence on August 15 continued?

A: For about one hour from
11 am.

. Gen Shafiullah and Brig
Khaled Mosharraf were present
at the conference.

_ A: Only Col Shafat Jamil
was present.

Q: Where was the army audi-
torium in Dhaka Cantonment
in August, 19757

A: The Garrison Cinema
Hall was used to use as audito-

st 17, when did
Cantonment

rium.
Q: Gen addressed the
~ officers and 1s in August
1975 at the a um.

A: I can't recollect.

Q: When did you wake up on -

157

A: At about 7 to 7:15 am.

Q: Did anyone inform {’nu
about the killing incident be-
fore Lt Rouf came to you with
the chit?

A: No.

Q: Didn't you hear the radio
announcement? When did you
swicth on the knob of radio.

A: No. 1 did not have any ra-
dio set.

Q: How you used to commu-
nicate with your headquarters
in Dhaka?

A: Through magneto tele-
phone.

Q: Where the 16 East Bengal
was stationed?

A: At Joydevpur Rajbari
(palace).

Q: When you came to know
for the first time about the
promulgation of Martial Law in
the country?

A: | didn’t know. My unit was
not degnoytd in any place.

Q: August 17, when you
came to the Dhaka Canton-
ment, was it a topic of discus-
sion that ML had n promul-

-gated?

- A: No.
~ Q: Organisational matters
were in the agenda of the con-

The popular
ET campus recently.

Dry

band, MILES, performin

ﬁt;mud by Coca-Cola on the occasion o Rag '98 at the

S

ference.

A: Brigade Commandar dis-
cussed about the situation of the
country and said that army
should maintain proper disci-
pline.

‘?: After August 15, special
and summary martial law -
courts were set up across iuc:
country. B o

A: It was not known to me,

Q: The whole couniry was di-
vided into several zones.

A: Deployment of army be-
gan in Noveinber, 1975.

¢}: You lide the truth in the
court that radio announcement
on promulagation of martial
law was given on August 15 .
morning. -

A: It is not true. -

Q: Chiefs of the Armed .
Forces expressed their oath of
alligiance and that was broad-
cast on the radio on August 15
morning.

A: |1 probably heard about it
when [ came to the cantonment
to attend the conference on Au-

gust l;?wulr after tht?ll-
: Where was the deployment
of Rakkhi Bahini inpldnyd:-

vpur?

A: There was no deployment
of Rakkhi Bahini in Joydevpur.

Q: In August 1975, Ra |
Bahini used to stay in the Joy-
devpur thana.

: No.

Q: You did not have any con-
nection with thana in between
August 15-17. - |

A: No. =

Q: Name the places of the
army installations in 1975.

A: Dhaka. Comilla, Joyde-
vpur, Chittagong, Bogra, Rang-
pur. Jessore, Rajshahi, Rajen-
drapur, Syedpur and few other
places.

Q: Without any reason. you
have implicated the name ol
Shahriyar and told the court.
that you have heard about his
involvement with the August 15
incident.

A: 1t is not true.

Q: Axiz, CO of 2 Bengal Regi-
ment. did not say that troops of
Bengal regiment were not in-
volved with the August 15
killing incident.

A: He said.

— UNB

Further texts of cross exam:

ination will be published as and
rehen recetved. :

at a concerl

Temporary t rain or drizzle is likely at one or two places
over lhlhlmllm and the regions of Mymensingh during

the

12 hours till 6 pm today. reports UNB.
Met office said weather may remain mainly dry elsewhere

over the country with partly cloudy l? during the

The sun sets today at 5:11 pm and

ses lomorrow al b: 1"? am.

Minimum and maximum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town
in
Min
o 2t
ng
lelh.ﬁl 152
Khulna 16.2
Barisal 15.8
Sylhet 18.0

Temperature
Isius

Humidity in

Max Mornin veni
29.6 o8 &
28.2 g ! 79
276 60 81
30.4 a3 74
20.4 —_—
28.8 79 74



