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war hero Xien dies:

of Vietnam's now defunct Socialist
ero, Nguyen Xien, has died after a

Vietnam's

The former general secreta
Party and a decorated war

lengthy illness. He was 91. AP repo
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Baghdad hints compromise

Iraq may allow arms

monitors to return

BAGHDAD, Nov 17: An Iraqi
minister hinted at a compro-

The crisis erupted when
Saddam, claiming that they

President Boris Yeltsin and
French President Jacques

| Hungarians vote
massively to
join NATO

BUDAPEST. Nov 17 Hun-
arians voted massively in
avour of joining NATO on
Sunday. giving an unexpectedly
strong endorsement to the gov-
ernment’'s plan to enter the
Western military alliance, re-
ports Reuter.

With almost 75 per cent of

mise that could allow UN arms were spies, expelled Americans Chirac by telephone on Satur- the vote tallied, the National
inspection teams to retumn to working for inspection teams day in a personal diplomatic ef- Election Cenlre's Internet web
Iraq and resolve crisis that has  monitoring Baghdad's compli- fort.

raised the possibility of US mil-

itary strikes on Iraqi targets,
s Reuter.

US officials had no imme-

diate reaction to the idea put

forward Iraqi Deputy Prime

ance with UN resolutions bar-

ring it from possessing weapons
of mass destruction.

The United Nations re-
sponded by pulling out 68 other

arms inspectors, while the

The Security Council says
UN arms inspectors must cer-
tify that Iraq is clear of
weapons of mass destruction
before UN sanctions, imposed
for its 1990 invasion on Kuwait,

pa%e showed 2,403.914 million
in favour of joining NATO and

411,698 ﬂEpOﬂﬂi
More than 51 per cent of the

electorate participated in the
vote which the government
viewed as critical to its strategy

Minister Tareq Aziz in an in- United States rushed an addi- can be lifted. to reorient this formerly com-
terview with the French daily tional aircraft cani‘ er :nd its g}unilt country to the Western
Le Figaro. compliment of attack war- blames France oc.

They said earlier Washing- planes to the Gulf. Us o8 “This is a very. very good
ton hoped that Russia and Several Iraqi families, curs- Russia for standoff turnout for a referendum”. for-

France would help in the hunt
for a diplomatic solution. They
said they expected Moscow to
act soon to intervene but the re-
sponse from Paris was “less cer-
tain.”

ing the United States and
chanting slogans prai Sad-
dam, occupied a textile factory
and a power plant in Baghdad
as human shields against pos-
sible military attack.

Meanwhile, the US State De-
partment's third-ranking offi-
cial accused the presidents of
Russia and France on Sunday of
partial responsibility for the
current United Nations stand-

minister Lazlo Kovacs, one

of the chief architects of Hun-

ﬁlal:F'a pro-European and pro-

ATO strategy. told reporters at
the Election Centre.

"The 85 per cent vote in

Iragi media, reporting on a off with Iraq. favour can of course change
Cabinet meeting, said President magfmitﬂﬁﬁﬁt LA Thomas Pickering, the Un- | over time a little bit. but I can
Saddam H stressed Iraq Arab states to try to rebuild the der Secret of State, said Rus- | hardly believe that it is so good.

was not seeking a confronta-
tion with the United States and
hoped a solution could be found
that would "Lead to the imple-
mentation of the Security
Council's obligations to Iraq.”

- The s gave no

what Saddam had in mind, but
Aziz told Le Figaro that Iraq
would allow US arms monitors
to return to Iraq if the five per-

EB'EII Gulf "A;r]ar coalition Iflllt
raq while finding a peaceiu
way to make Saddam back
down.

“In our effort to build diplo-
matic pressure ... we look to the
Russians and the French, be-
cause of their unique ability to
communicate with Saddam
Hussein. to convince him that

sian President Boris Yeltsin
and French President Jacques
Chirac "bore some responsibil-
ity for this crisis” because their
policies may have emboldened
Iraqi President Saddam Hus-
sein.

"1 believe that they and the
other members of the Security
Council who abstained on a
critical resolution a couple of

| 'Myanmar junta
arrests ethnic
party leader

BANGKOK, Nov 17: Myan-
mar's military authorities have
arrested a leader of a banned
ethnic minority party. an exile

manent members of the Secu-  the only way out is by changing  weeks at least were a con-
rity Council had equal repre- m.ruh: sald in Kuwait. tﬂhuu:g‘}actnr_‘ Pickering said ﬂPP“;mg"I; group said Monday.
sentation on UN inspection An official lrnvcling‘ with  on the CNN programme late edi- rfpﬂDr aMm'Sueu —
leams. Albright reported that Russia  tion.~ : n, general sec-

e e

shields against any
— AP/UNB photo

rts from Haneti.

In a brief tribute to Xien, the official Vietnam News on Mon-

day said he

had served the country as a revolutionary, a gov-

»

Aziz later left Paris for Mo-
rocco to begin a five-nation
North African tour aimed at

Troops

LTTE, kill

COLOMBO., Nov 17: Sri

had said it was commgjtted to us-
ing its special relationship with
Iraq to help to find a solution,

"Our troops are fully pre-

He said their relatively soft
line toward Saddam then maz
have encouraged him to thin

launch assault on
20 rebels

capturing the peninsula last

of the Mon National
. was de-
in Mudon

retary
League for Democr
tained on November

Bangkok, said Min Soe Lin had
been detained under the Emer-
gency Provision Act for helping
organise a celebration on
February 23 of Mon National
Day after the government had
banned the event. It said it did
not know where he was being
held.

The statement said Min Soe
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Off the Record

Portugal's top-model Sofia Aparicio displays a light dress

by Venezuelan-born young designer Katty Xiomara
during the "Moda Lisboa" summer 98 fashion show
Sunday in Lisbon. The three-day-long, twice-a-year,
"Moda Lisboa" is Lisbon's main fashion event when
Portuguese top designers present their collections for

the next season.

— AP/UNB photo

ernment official and an ideologue through much of this century. o launched the fi-  pared to drive out the terrorists “the et hanhad to F
He died earlier this month in a hospital in Hanol. h and finish this war." id ] aldigatit v Lin was one of five successful
Xien served as the leader of the Socialist Party of Vietnam nal phase of their assault on o o candidates from the Mon Na- 'She does n0t know what

until it was dissolved and absorbed by the Communist Party

during the 1980s.

Australia will sign

Australia to sign

the Ottawa treaty outlawing anti-pe

Ottawa treaty:

rsonnel

key northern highwa nst
uﬁfl‘ resistance from mupﬁ
aratists, a military spokesman
said Monday, reports AP.
About 30,000 soldiers are
trying to capture the highwa

Brigadier Sarath Munasinghe,
the top military spokesman.
"We are advancing and the ter-
rorists will not be able to stop
l‘I

e current battle is gntng
on in Mankulam, a town 27
kilometers (170 miles) north of
Colombo, the capital.

The battle for the highwa
has killed 800 soldiers, accord-

tional League for Democracy In
the 1990 general election.

Clinton welcomes

family planning is'

KATHMANDU: A Ncga]cu: woman who got married 27 years

ago is going to give birt

to her 22nd child in a few months, The

. < stockpile of 60,000 mines, Prime The rebels are fighting to R . Kathmandu Post reported Monday, says Xinhua.
ﬁ?nc}sﬂirnjgh?g chggan:a:ds Sio a[::: AL . i Chtrerra: ltit:]:it::ﬁ J ns Peninsula wi create their“:;rwn homin]f:g.c it:ﬁy to ':;Tniﬂlﬂll #ﬂll’:]']-k?a mi- | Wel J lngShﬁﬂg S 1 rng'lr pregrant woman ggeu:g mot }:'m“i what family planning
“The treaty ... will mean that Australia will forswear the use "We cannot give vou the de- where they Tamils : . : B, L1E NCWSPRPEIR « & e family planning programme
of antj-persnlimel land mines and destroy its own stockpile of |} ta419 S the bt iaht nnw‘,: T rUe Ul the diactuningiion they rebels in the last six months. arl'lval in US have not reach her village in western Nepal.

The rebels dispute that claim.

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan sol-
diers killed 20 Tamil rebels and
wounded dozens as they

face in predominately Sin-
halese Sri Lanka. Tamils, who
make up about 18 per cent of the
l)opulatinn, have a different
ang

Her husband, a carpenter by profession, is also unaware of
family planning and temporary devices.

. "We must receive with open arms what god is willing to give,”
e B.aj.d.

those land mines,” he told Parliament.

Australia has around 60,000 anti-personnel mines, and all
but a handful, which the treaty allows for training purposes,
will now be destroyed.

we can say that the third phase
of our operation started Sun-
day.” said military spokesman
Kumara

MALIBU, California, Nov 17;
President Bill Clinton, who dis-
cussed the case of dissident Wei
Jingsheng during a summit

Y 3 Mal ca Strait. Nine soldiers were killed in ﬁ“m‘thgat' Dﬁlrhigmsmih“;.;u"“uﬁh the final phase of their assault | with China's president last grnIrih: %?I;?lliﬁl:;uuggﬂ‘;{]cﬂdf gléichra ntdu Stid L milliow: i
at capsizes 1n ac * | the early hours of the battle. | the government and the totakea northern highway, { month, on Sunday welcomed . T’l‘t:g Svernmedt ' i mdidieg 4 cfu* : LY TIPS,
Amppt carming inaoncsing workers home from Malaysia sank . The Tamil tiger yebels al#o suf-2 ! nila A .., a.military .spokgsmap said § Wei's artival in the Unfted ‘1dg e Selbompmaichn sidsiedirmeiatea il L1
in bad weather in the Malacca Strait, leaving 22 people missing, fered casualties. but details | m ry. rh oy pérh A e 75 g :,ondw_ C T ane Sale ¥ oeiapey Eiaesigl ™ e? rz*ttliiit pmﬂdnm e }.;l::r acep vtta as r::ge as pu?sb 5 Lo reduce
press reports said yesterday, AFP reports from Jakarta. were not immediately known. = Since May. government About 30,000 soldiers lau- White’ House Chief ‘of Staff | ¢ o/ ™ perienlinR e e e e
The boat was carrying 36 passengers and a crew of four, the Independent confirmation is troops have se half of the nched the last push Sunday to | Erskine Bowles said Clinton

Suara Karya Daily said. Eighteen people were rescued by
passing Indonesian fishing vessels some 10 hours after the boat
sank on Friday.

The overcrowded boat from Penang in Malaysia was over-
turned by a large wave near the maritime border with Indone-

Veterinarians give new

cornea to gorilla
BELJING: Veterinarians say they have performed China's

not possible because the gov-
ernment does not allow re-
porters into the area.

85-kilometer (55-mile) highway
from the rebels to gain land ac-
cess to Jaffna Peninsula. Since

e O, T § i - 8 sins o0 e h
L. Y o 2 L Lanlal" g Pl e . :
e " el e : b R

was pleased Wei, freed from a
14-year jail term, had come (o
the United States for medical
treatment.

"After he gets that treatment.

ci%ture the highway linking
Jaffna Peninsula with the
mainland.

sia, the daily said. 3 ;f St the president looks forward to first cornea transplant on a gorilla to restore the sight of a gi-
- 4 mee with him." Bowles said ant primate stricken by cataracts in a zoo in central Henan

Boy kills Earents, grandmother: ity Bl Wiy province, reports AP.

A 14-Year-old boy Killed his parents and his grandmother after Nikou, a 15-year-old gorilla at the Zhengzhou Zoo, received

Immediately on arrival in
Detroit from Beijing on Sun-
day, Wei was admitted to the
Henry Ford Hospital for evalua-

they forbade him to go to the local skating rink, Tanjug news
agency reported. quoting prosecutors at Subotiaca in northern
Serbia, AFF reports from Belgrade.

The unnamed youth took a

an artificial corriea in surgery Friday. the official Xinhua news
agency r%a)rtcd_

The 100-kilogram (220-pound) gorilla began losing his sight
several months ago because of cataracts, the

Ladislav Stangl, 50 and shot him in the hea

pistol be]mﬁingftu his fatl:ﬁr
. before doing the

same to his mother Eleonora, 46, and his grandmother Irma,

70.
He than took the famil

car and went off skating.

A family friend found the bodies later as well as the boy, who
had shut himself in his bedroom.

China softens Taiwan policy
for defining reunification

TAIPEI, Nov 17: China ap-
pears to have softened its de-
mand that Taiwan recognise
Beijing's sovereignty before
high-level talks can resume, a
pro-China organisation said
Monday, reports AP.

Wang Daochan, China’'s
leading official for negotiations
with Taiwan, reportedly said
the two sides can take a more
flexible approach to defining
reunification.

Wang's remarks were quoted
tﬂr the Taiwan-based Chinese

liance for Democratic Re-
form. It said Wang was speaking
in Shanghai on Sunday to al-
liance chairman, Hsu Li-nung.

Taiwan government olfi-
cials gave a guarded welcome to
the alliance report, but said
they wanted independent con-
firmation.

"If this is official, then it
shows the mainland is begin-
ning to face up to the reality of
separation between the sides,”

said Chang King-yu, head of the
cabinet's Mainland Affairs
Council. _
Wang's reported comments
were the latest signal that Bei-
jing wants to end the 2 and half
ear freeze in talks with island
;[‘aiwan, which it claims as
breakaway province.

Wang heads the Association
for Relations Across the Tai-
wan Strait, a semi-official body
set up by Beijing to negotiate
with its Taiwanese counterpart,
the Straits Exchange Founda-
tion. headed by Koo Chen-fu.

Wang and Koo held a break-
through meeting in Singapore
in 1993, but Beifing canceled a
second meeting in 1995 after
Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui
visited the United States. Bei-
jing saw Lee's visit as proof that

e was seeking formal indepen-
dence for Taiwan rather than
;'eugiﬁcaunn with the main-
and. -

UF,

Cong (I) meet to moi;r_e_

political turmoil

NEW DELHI, Nov 17: India’s
ruling coalition and the power-
ful Congress Party scheduled
meetings Monday amid news
reports that the government
RFIE;E on shaky ground, reports

The political turmoil
sparked by the results of a
judge's probe into the 1991 as-
sassination of Rajiv Gandhi
has confounded the stock mar-
ket and worried lawmakers ea-
ger to avoid another election in
two years.

Local newspapers said
Congress leaders will huddle
later in the day to discuss for-
mally asking Prime Minister IK
Gujral to sever ties with a re-

onal party that is part of his
4-member United Front. A
udge has reportedly found the

ravida Munnetra Kazhagam,
or Dravida Progressive Front,
supported Sri Lankan guerillas
suspected of killing Rajiv.

A battle over whether the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam

can stay could bring down the
government. The United Front
scheduled at separate meeting
Monday to discuss the crisis.
Politicians in both the
Congress and the Front fear
that tn;::fiing the government
will lead to new elections in
which the rightwing Bharatiya
Janata Party could triumph.
The Congress is not a member
of the Front, but lends it crucial

supggrt in Parliament to keep
the BJP out of power.

The BJP won the largest
number of seats in elections
last May, but fell short of the
majority required to govern.

The Rajiv assassination re-
port, given to the government in

August, has not been made Elh-
re-

lic, but a magazine last we

ported it had obtained a leaked
copy. Under pressure from
Congress, the government has
agreed to present it to parlia-
ment during the next sesgion,

which opens Wednesday.

An Israeli woman is fitted with a gas mask
Amid growing concern of a possible missile attack by Iragq,

distribution centres to receive their masks. '

at a Jerusalem distribution centre Sunday.
Israelis converged on gas mask

— AP/UNB Photo

Uzbek warriors uncover
Taliban's mass graves

KABUL, Nov 17: On the desert
plains of northern Afghanis-
tan, Uzbek warriors uncovered
several mass graves containi
the bodies of an estimated 2,
men believed to have been
Taliban fighters, reports AP.

In a telephone conversation
Monday from his headquarters
in northern Afghanistan,
Rashid Dostum, a powerful
Uzbek warlord, said he has

seen the remains of at least 700 -

men and he has rts of a fur-
ther 1,300 bodies buried at sev-
eral sites.

"The disc of these bod-

ies is a calamity for the entire

Afghan society,” said Dostum, a

former general in the deposed
Communist regime.”

Dostum joined Muslim in-
surgents in 1992 to help over-
throw the Communist govern-
ment, which eventually led the

way for the establishinent of Is-

lamic rule in Afghanistan.

The %raven contained the
bodies of men killed last Ma
when the Taliban was invi

into the northern stronghold of

Mazar-e-Sharif by his adver-
8 Malik Pahlawan, Dostum
told The Associated Press.

At that time the Taliban
tried to consolidate its hold on
northern Afghanistan.

But before they could,

Pahlawan and his Shi'ite Mus-
lim allies turned their guns on
the Taliban. At the end of a
fierce 18-hour battle hundreds
of Taliban fighters were killed,
trapped in a city they didn't
know by heavily armed ene-
mies with rocket launchers,
mortars and short-range mis-
siles.

International aid groups
said they collected more than
300:bodies from the streets of
Mazar-e-Sharif, some 300
kilometres (180 miles) north of
Kabul.

Thousands more Taliban
fighters were taken prisoner.

Dostum, who fled to Turkey
during Pahlawan's takeover of
the north, returned to his
homeland in September. There
have been reports of fightin
between ostum an
Pahlawan's fighters.

And lat:l%. stum has been
making fresh overtures to the
Taliban. Several weeks ago he
released 200 prisoners as a ges-
ture of good will, he said.

Dostum has offered to allow
Taliban aircraft to fly into his
8 old at Shebergan, about
60 kilometres west ol Mazar-e-
Sharif, to pick up the bodies.

There has been ne indepen-
dent confirmation of Dostum's
report about the mass graves.

The international community
evacuated Mazar-e-Sharif dur-
ing heavy fighting in Septem-
ber

So far the Taliban leader-
ship has not commented on the
discovery of the mass graves or
whether it would try to retrieve
the bodies.

Dostum said there were sev-
eral graves in the vast desert
area in his home province of
Jozjan in northern Afghan-’
istan, roughly 150 kilometres
east of Mazar-e-Sharif.

Scores of bodies also were
discovered stuffed into nine dif-
ferent wells in the area, he said.

"Myself, | have seen one site
with 300 bodies and another
with 400 bodies,” Dostum said.
“They were killed by Malik
without any trial. They were ex-

The Uzbek chief said he set
up a commission to search for
mass graves after recejving re-
ports from at least four people
who claimed to have witnessed
mass killlng[l during the Tal-
iban's brief foray into northern

Afghanistan. -

e Taliban, which controls
roughly 85-90 per cent of
Afghanistan, including the
capital of Kabul, is tl?'lng to
consolidate its hold on the en-
tire country.

tion and treatment,
spokeswoman Julie Baumkels
said.

Hun Sen promises
to visit Ranariddh

A in jail

PHNOM PENH. Nov 17: Coup
leader Hun Sen has promised to
visit deposed First Prime Min-
ister Norodom Ranariddh in
jail if he is found guilty by a
military court of weapons

smuggling and negotiating with
ﬁm&r Rouge guerillas, reports

"I will visit Ranariddh in
jail, if afiter the trial he has to
go to jail.” Hun Sen said in an
interview with Australia's
Channel-7 television, which
was aired on local radio Mon-
day.

Ranariddh has been in exile
since he was overthrown in a
coup d'etat by Second Prime
Minister Hun Sen on July 5-6.

Hun Sen has had a military
court file criminal charges
against Ranariddh, and is in-
sisting the former premier
stand trial if he comes back to
| Cambodia.
ﬂn;ljhe military court is in the

S s of pre g its case

agﬂns?ﬁnarﬂld and the trial
| is expected to begin next month
or in early 1998.

Abacha dissolves

parliament

ABUJA, Nigeria, Nov 17:
eria’s military ruler dis-
ved his cabinet Monday and
granted amnesty for some ;Lolit-
ical prisoners in a speech to
mark the fourth anniversary of
his seizure of power, reports AP.

Gen. Sani Abacha, speaki
in an early-morning radio an
television address, said his gov-
ernment had decided to iree
"those detained persons whose
release would constitute no fur-
ther impediment to the peace
and security of the country.”

But Abacha, whose govern-
ment has been accused of hold-
ing hundreds of political pris-
oners, did not say which de-
tainees — or how many —
be freed.

i He did not mention Hi%ena'u

best-known prisoner, busi-

nessman Moshood Abiola, the
resumed winner of aborted
993 elections.

Abacha said he was dissolv-
ing his cabinet because a num-
ber of officials had indicated
that they wanted to play larger
roles in Nigeria's political
transition.
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“It couldn't walk and climb as freely

report said.
as before, and even be-

came fairly depressed due to the illness," zoo keeper Han Huaien

was quoted as saying.
Twelve zoo keepers

Xinhua said.

have been aanl%ncd to watch Nikou
around the clock to keep him from pul

ing off his bandages,

Top US official says
Arab states boycotting Qatar
confce missing opportunity

DOHA. Nov 17: A senior US
official said Monday that the
Arab countries boycotting the
Middle East economic confer-
ence in Qatar are missing an
opportunity to tell the world

at the region is open for busi-
ness, reports AP.

"By boycotting ... they sent
precisely the opposite signal —
that again politics is going to
dominate” to the detriment of
investment, Undersecretary of
State Stuart Eizenstat told a
news conference.

"Those that are here are go-
ing to be the real beneficiaries,”
he said. "Those that are not, are
not going to aid themselves
economically.”

Just six Arab countries —
less than a third of the mem-
bers of the Arab League — sent
political delegations to the an-
nual gathering. Israel also is at-

Blair vows to tough

tending. America's closest allies
in the region, Egypt and Saudi
Arabia, stayed awagé

Most of the Arabs boycotted
to protest the near-collapse of
the Arab-lsraeli process,
which they blame on Israeli
Prime Minister Bl:ng".anﬂn Ne-
tanyahu. , they .
would reward Israel for its in-
Conference officials said
t Israel, whose delegation is
led by Trade Minister Natan
Sharanski, is objecting to
WO in the draft of the con-
ference's final statement that
calls on Israel to trade land ca
tured from Arab countries for

Israel also is lobbying for
the elimination of criticism of
its military closures, which
have prevented Palestinians
from getting to their jobs.

regulation on funding

LONDON, Nov 17: British
Prime Minister Tony Blair
promised today to introduce
stiff new regulations on politi-
cal funding, in the wake of an
embarrassing row over dona-
tions to his own Labour Party,
reports AFP.

"1 will be recommending the
toughest possible set of rules.”
he said in an article in The
Times, "if there is one lesson to
be learnt from this e?hudl: it is
that the current rules do not

work."
On Sunday Blair apologised

sonally for the “lmnme
Emprnpﬁtty in a ation to
Labour of one million pounds
(1.7 million dollars) party do-
nation by motor racing chief
Bermei Ecclestone.

The gift was followed by a

vernment decision to exempt

ormula one racing from a pro-
pmedhmnntuharmmﬂh-

in his article today. Blair

said "the questions are whether
there should be ceilings on the

overall amount t in na-
tional elections, ether there
should be top levels for individ-

ual donations, and whether the
name and amount of individual

and donors should be
published. |
"Each of these suggestions
would t a reform
in itself. Taken together they
would add up to a completely
new world of electoral finance.
making for greater openness
and fairness in our democracy.
*And it remains open to con-
sider whether there should be
business at all.”
But he added that he was “In-
stinctively cautious” about the
ibility of having public
for political parties.
Press comment on Blair's
apology was mixed lo;l}' T.;h
some newspapers sa
matter now seemed to hl.-r:inll.



