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Prime Minister Sheikh
Hallml terday said the gov-
-bound to en-

A week-long film festival to mark the 50th anniversary of Cannes Film Festival was
inaugurated at the National Museum in the city yesterday. State Minister for Information
Prof Abu Sayeed (3rd from right) and State Minister for Cultural Affairs Obaidul Kader
(3rd from left) seen with French Ambassador Rene Veyret and film artistes at the

inaugural ceremony.

PCJSS liaison man leaves city
with letter from Abdullah

By Special Correspondent

An emissary of Hansadhaja
Chakma, who maintains liai-
son between the National
Committee on Chittagong Hill
Tracts (NCCHT) and the Par-
batya Chattagz\am Jana Sang-
hati Samity (PCJSS) left Dh
yesterday for Khagrachhan
with a letter from NCCHT con-
venor Abul Hasnat Abdullah.

Contents of the letter could
not be known immediately but
it suggested a date for the next
round of talks, expected later
this month or early next
month, sources said.

On Friday night, the PCJSS
had conveyed a message to Ab-
dullah through Hansadhaja
Chakma that their leader Jy-
otirindriyo Bodhipriyn Larma
was unable to attend the meet-
ing with NCCHT., earlier sched-
uled for November 16, and also
suggested November 25 as the
next date for the meeting.

The NCCHT message said
that it would not be possible for
the government to hold the
mee on November 25 due to
its ' preoccupation with ‘the
forthtoming three-nation
summit aii visit of Pakistani
premier Nawaj Sharif.

It also said that 13 border
outposts and camps of security
forces, which were neutralised

Bhasani
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gave separate messages.
The President, in his mes-
sage, recalled Maulana Bha-

shani's contribution in the
soeio-coonomic Adevelopment of
ihe down-iroadern, particularly

farmers and workers. .
In her message, Prime Min-

ister Sheikh Hasina has said
that Maulana Bhasani would be
ever remembered by the nation
for his contribution toward es-
tablishing the rights of peas-
ants, workers and other op-
pressed masses of the country.

To observe the day, main op-
position BNP has chalked out a
three-day ]imrugramme.

Party leaders will place
wreaths at the mazar of Maula-
na Bhasani at Santosh in T
gail today.

On Tuesday, a discussion
meeting will be held at Ramna
Green at 3 pm and a seminar on
Wednesday at the same time at
the VIP Lounge of Jatiya Press
Club.

Shaheed Asad Parishad will
hold a seminar, "Secularism in
Running the State”, at the TSC
iis.land of Dhaka UHi\FEI'SI.t}F to-

ay

Our Tangail Correspondent
adds: Santosh Islamic Univer-
sity and its affiliated institutes
have chalked out a 10-day pro-

ramme which began on

ovember 8. The programmes
include tafsir mahfil, work-
shop. juvenile art competition.
discussion and cultural func-
tion.

io facilitate arrival of PCJSS
leaders to Dudukchara would
remain “inactive” until the next
meeting as requested by the
PCJSS, the sources said.
Meanwhile, the Sarbodalivo
Oikyo Parishad, led by BNP,
held a rally and staged a
demonstration in the town
of Khagrachhari yesterda -
manding that details of the
draft agreement reached be-
tween the PCJSS by NCCHT

during its last meeting in
September be made public.

Reports from the hill town
said last night that some of the
militant demonstrators wore
shrouds. Police kept a vigil on
the demonstrators but did not
stop them.

Meanwhile, officials in the
capital dismissed reports that
Section 144 of CRPC has been

roclaimed in the town. It has

een clamped in and around
some educational institutions
where examinations are going
on, they said.

Betar artistes
threaten to go

on strike
By Staff Correspondent

The staff artistes of
desh Betar have warned

they will go for continuous
work-abstention amme
from November 19 ess the

government introduces provi-
sion for pension for the radio
performers by today.

The Betar artistes under the
banner of 'Nijaswa Shilpi San-
gram Parishad’' (NSSP) took the
decision at a general meeting
held in the city yesterday, said a
press release.

The work abstention will be
observed in all the-regional
centres and units of the Betar
and will continue until the de-
mand was fulfilled, the press re-
lease added.

US jets
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today on its way to the Red Sea
to join the American armada in
the Gulf.

The carrier exited the canal
into the Gulf of Suez about 11
am (0900 GMT), port officials
said on condition of
anonymity.

The vessel carries some 75
aircraft. It will take two days to
reach the Gulf. The carrier USS
Nimitz and 16 other Navy ves-
sels are already in the Gulf.

In Doha, US Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright called
on Arab countries today to
adopt a unified stand against
Saddam Hussein during the
present crisis over UN arms in-
spections.

Shun conspiracy: PM
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they wished to discuss on what-
ever. issue, we welcomed and
had the discussions in the
House".

'Despite non-cooperation
from the Opposition', Sheikh
Hasina said, "we kept the House
tﬁﬂatw: I don't understand

at why the Opposition is boy-
cotting parliament This is un-
fortunate”.

Rcfcrring to the 14 parlia-
men standing committees
formed yesterday, the Prime
Minister said "this is unfortu-
nate that we could not incorpo-
rate their names in these com-
mittees as both BNP and Ja-
maat did not give us the lists of
their nominees”.

Referring to lists of cases
against BNP MPs, leaders and
workers sent by the party to the
government, the Prime Minis-
ter said, 150 cases were lodged
during BNP rule while 64 more

were filed during the time of the
Erratum

The date on the mast-head of
yesterday's issue of The Daily
Star was inadvertently printed
as November 15 instead of
November 16. We regret the er-
ror.

caretaker government. "Yet, Lhe
Home Minister enquired about
their latest list of cases and we
offered withdrawal of 14 cases.
But they again came up with
new issues and conditions”.

Turning to the issue -of the

planned peace accord in the
Chitt Eun& Hill Tracts (CHT),
Sheik asina firmly dis-
carded BNFP's fear of selling the
independence and sovereignty
of the country. "A creator can-
not destroy his creation. Like-
wise, a party that led a country
to its freedom cannot sell its
sovereignty."

She asserted that the gru-
posed peace accord woul
reached within the purview of
the Constitution and nothin
would be done beyond that. "
course, we will table the accord
in the House once it is signed
and discuss it. But how can we
discuss an accord now when the
peace talks to reach an accord is
still on".

She wondered how the coun-
try's sovereignty could be put at
risk if "our people | a life
of refugee in India return to
their motherland. | don't un-
derstand what disturbance it
would cause to the opposition
leader if peace is restored in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts.”

— Star photo

Film festival
opens

"Le Festival de Cannes”, the
first ever week-long film festi-
val commemorating the 50th

anniversary of the prestigious
Cannes festival, began in the

CHE, yesterday evening, reports

Selected European and
Bangladeshi films, screened in
the Cannes, will be shown in
the festival which was jointly

sed by the Alliance Fran-

British Council, Geethe
lnltitut Royal Danish Em-
bassy, French Embassy. Em-
bassies of German Il.a.lBy
Netherlands, Swed‘::n ritish
high commission and the dele-
gation of the European Com-
mission.

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed and State
Minister for Cultural Affairs
Obaidul attended the in-
au as chief gucats
while the over hour-long cere
mony, held in the National Hu-
seum auditorium, was attended
by prominent film and cultural
personalities of the qr:n::m.n*m-ae

French ambassador ne
Veyret also spoke on.the -occa-
sion.

ﬂuhw -uuurhmhnh

the concerned European na-
tions also particip atcd in the
ina ral session in which
three leading film stars of the
country — Babita, Kabori Sar-
war and Subarna Mustafa —
were also invited to present
themselves as "darlings of the
festival.”

The award wi Euro-
and adesh to
screened in the festival are.
others, In Weiter Feme
So HEIEI. Rosa Luxembuirg, Fitz-
carraldo and Malou ol Ger-
many, Le Huitieme Jour, Un
Dimanche A La Cam e, Ma
Saison Preferee, La Haine, Un
Homme Et Une Femme, Serie
Noire, | and Argent of France,
C on, Secrets and Lies, A
e
Here of Uni
of Angels of Sweden, Pelle the
Conqueror of the Denmark,
S unﬁ a Cow-Modern Crimes
PO he Netherlands and Meher
Anek Rong, Kancher Deyal,
Nadir Nam Modhumati, Ekat-
torer Jishu and Dhire Bahe

Meghna.
Hasina
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tion is trying to create new is-
sues centering on the Union
Parishad polls. She the
people to remain vigilant
against such heinous designs.

Turning to Chittngwﬁnfﬂll
Tracts issue, the Prime
ter said the on-going peace
cess has been wﬂmmed by the
people of the hill region as well
as people from all parts of the
country and ab But a sec-

tion of leaders of the malncﬁ;
position is out to Jeopardise

€ process
feading atatements, she added.

The Prime Minister also di-
rected the MPs to be more de-
voted to the parliament
effective.

Presided over by Sheikh
Hasina, the meeting was at-
tended by Chief Whip Abul Has-
nat Abdullah, members of the
council of ministers, whips and
party MPs,

Dalmiya
From Page 1 .
Khaleda Zia tomorrow.

And if everything goes well,
the gala event involving the
nine Test-playing nations —
world champions Sri Lanka,
India, Pakistan, Australia,
South Africa, England, West In-
dies, New Zealand and Zim-
babwe — will be held at the

Dhaka Stadium sometime in
Dctgber next year.

o persistent persua-
sion by the adesh Cricket
Board (BCB) Dalmiya, the most

ul cricket n ser in
ndia, has decid to wvisit
Dhaka. Dhaka’'s chances to
huut Cup Igiﬁhtmad when Dh-—

fell t

wnrld crlcketl ruling body hu
decided to hold the carnival in a
bid to raise a development fund
for the game.
Dalmiya, who master-
minded two World Cul:u in the
sub-continent, will lea
November 18.

1 wan Farid Gazi,

is p
of the
-un: Euptr ﬂnﬂﬂl
l.lnn and tnh:tnl. rcpnnl UHB
“The t will do its
utmost the welfare of the

mentally retarded persons of
the country.” she said while in-
ting the week-long 13th
Asian Conference on Mental
Retardation at Hotel Sheraton
in the morning.
The Prime Minister called
all lnclﬁi% United
ations and t organ-
isations and NGOs working in
the country to assist in resolv-
ing the acute

Asian Fe cratlnn for the
Mental Retarded and Society
for the Care and Education of
th: Mentall Retarded.

Bangladesh (SCEMRB), jointly
organised the week-long con-
ference.

“Rights of Persons with Men-
tal Retardation: Role of Gov-
ernment and UN Agencies in
Asia.” is the theme of the con-
ference, being held for the first
time in the country with the

esentation of mentall
disabled . including 1
from different Asian countries.

According to the organisers,
Bangladesh has 1.2 million
mentally retarded persons, of

whh:h only 3,500 are g:tung in-
stitutd su

The Prime Hlnllttr said.
"the mentally retarded persons
are not a burden of the society
They can also contribute a lot
in the t activities if

they are provided with neces-
sary treatment, nursing. educa-
tion and training.”

Sharif
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session of both houses of
rliament tomorrow evening
deal with 21y eves: !
ari out ol the Sup:. .
Court ng in the moming.
The decision to summon

ament session attains
political significance as media
reports s that the cabinet
meeting discussed amend. g

the constitution to clip the
wings of the Chief Justice on
constituting Supreme Court
benches. .

This comes close in the heels
of the Chief Justice reconstitut-
ing the bench, which is going to
hear Sharif tomorrow. and in-
ducting into it three judges
whose elevation to the Supreme
Cmrt was strongly op by

the government recently
rs in

Tmublﬁnfg ace

stern actlon. CEC

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Mohammad Abu Hena
yesterday warned that stern ac-
tion will be taken against the
terrorists and law-breakers to
ensure free and fair union
panshad election, report agen-

"Thc troublemakers, what-
ever their political affiliations
are, will have to face dire con-
sequence for their misdeeds,”
the CEC said while exch i
views with newsmen at his of-
fice.

He mentioned with an-
guish that incidents of violence,
murder and lmung have oc-
curred in some places of the
country over the alro

The CEC urged hu:ludlnﬁ
the political parties, to
. their coo tion for holding
m uUpP on in a free, Jlai:

peaceful manner so that
democra can flourish at
t

He said as major political
parties, Awami e and BNP
should play a le role in
this regard in the greater inter-

est of the country's develop-
ment.

piadp for utnbﬂlhh'll equality
of s having mental re-

with other citizens as

in the ESCAP z
for the decade | 2002,

she said.
Hasina said the government
is consi with due -
tance the setting up of a Na-

tional Institute for the Men-
tally Retarded. Ten per cent job
guota in government service
has been reserved for the dis-
abled that includes the men-
tally retarded.

State Minister for Social
Welfare, Women and Children
Affairs Dr Mozammel Hossain,
AFMR founder member Father
Bredan O'Connel, SCEMRB
acting president Ashraf-ud-
Dowla and Conference Commit-
tee chairman Prof M Shamsul
Huq also addressed the func-
tion. AFMR president Shahar
Banu Salam presided.

DU BCL factions
reach

for co-existence
By DU Correspondent

Rival factions of the rulin
garly-hacktd Banglades
hhatra League (BCL) have
reached a "settlement” for co-
existence at the residential
halls of Dhaka University, ac-
cording to sources in the BCL.

The “settlement” was
reached at a meeting of leaders
of the factions on Saturday
night, held at the residence of
Hemaetullah Aouranga, a for-
mer Awami League MF.

The sources said that ac-
tivists of both the groups who
were ousted from the halls ear-
lier by their rivals returned to
their mpeﬂhm halls yesterday.

Rut sources on the campus
clauned some outsiders belong-

to BCL also returned to the
:.'Ilﬁli along with the student ac-
tivisls.

The rival groups clashed
twice last week lor gainin
“control” of the BCL-dominate
DU dnrmitories.

5 students hurt
1n attack at
CU rly station

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 16: At
least five students were injured
in an incident of violence at

and said

CaImpus SOUrces }
The injured were admitted to
Chittagong University health
complex.
Police said the violence
erupted when a group of stu-
dents equipped with lethal

wea s attacked some other
students waiting for train at 5
pm.

The attack was sequel to an
all assault of a student at
Sholoshahar station in city in
the o , police said.

Meanwhile, the All Party
Students Unity in a press re-
lease blamed Shibir activists
for the attack and condemned
it. The incident created tension
on the campus and police force
were deployed to prevent any
fresh outbreak of violence.

Gold seized
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~ able lights kept inside the bag-

gage. sources in the customs
said yesterday. Customs offi-
cials challenged the passenger
when he was passing through
the green channel.

A departmental case has
been lodged with the customs in

this regard.

—
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Meher Afroze, Prof Ethin
Rakhain and Sabita Be Y

2. Standing Co ttee on
Religious airs Ministry:
President — Shah Hadiuzza-
man. Members — Maulana Nu-
rul Islam, Hafez Ruhul Amin
Madani, Kalparanjan Chakma,
Panchanan Biswas and Lutfar
Rahman Chowdhury

Standi Cummittee on

::ulture Ministry: President
- Dr TIM Fazle . Members
— Mizanur Rahman Hanu. De-
Ahmed
Tafizuddin, Emdadul Haque
and Abdul Hakim.

4. Standing Committee on
Jute Ministry: President —
Shamsul Haq. Members — AK
Faezul Haque, Advocate
Mosharraf Hossain, Sharif
Khasruzzaman, Emdadul Haq
Bhuiyan, Jalal Uddin Talukder
and Sn::l;ibm Rahman.

5. Standing Committee on
LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
istry: President — Abdul Man-
nan. Members — Zillur Rah-
man, Advocate Rahmat Ali,
Rafiqul Islam, Talukder Abdul
Khaleque, Hnjihul Haq and Dr
Rustam Ali Farazi.

6. Standing Committee on
Communications Ministry:
President — Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Salim. Members — An-
war Hossain, Mostafa Rashidi
Suja, Mustafizur Rahman,
Khan Tipu Sultan, Alhaj Mok-
:;ljl Hossain and Makbul Hos-

n.

7. Standing Committee on
Youth Ministry: President —
Jaynal Abedin Hajari. Mem-
bers — Obaidul Quader, Bir Ba-
hadur, Saber Hossain Chowd-
hury, Shamim Osman, Harunar
Rashid and Abdur Rashid
Sarkar.

8. Standing Committee on
| Water Resources Ministry: Pres-

JS session prorogued

ident — Abdul Momen. Mem-
bers — Abdur Razzak, Anwarul
Islam, Kazi Sekander Ali, MA
Bari and Sharfuddin Ahmed.

9. Standing Committee on
Law, Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs Ministry: President —
Suranjit . Members —
Abdul Matin Khasru, Rahmat
Ali, Advocate Mohammad
Shahjahan, Sheikh Nurul
Haque and Barrister Rabiya
Bhul an.

. Standing Committee on

n% Ministry: President —
Cul ) Shawkat Ali. Mem-
bers — ASM Abdur Rab,
Dhirendra Debnath Shambhu,
ABM Abul Kashem, Mir
Sakhawat Ali Daru, Mahmuda
Saogat and Golam Faruk Ovee.

11. Standing Committee on
Food Ministry: President —
Saidul Haque. Members — Be-
ﬁ‘,; Matia Chowdhury, Abdul

der Siddiky, Mirza Azam,
Joynal Abedin Bhuiyan,
Bharati Nandy and Joynul
Abedin Sarker.

12. Standing Committee on
Finance Ministry: President —
Prof Ali Ashral. Members —

Abul Hossain, SM Akram,

tra Bhattacharya, Masud

Reza, AHM Mostafa Kamal and
Karim Uddin Bharsha.

13. Stlnd:llllf Committee on
Information Ministry: Presi-
dent — Abul Kalam Azad. Mem-

bers — Prof Abu , Mofaz-
zal Hossain Maya,
Sultan Mohammad Mansur

Ahmed, Mostafizur Rahman,
Shahin Monwara Haq and N K
Alam Chowdhury

14. Eunndi? Comnﬂttae on
Health and Family Welfare
Mini - Preﬂdent — Dr Kazi
Yusuf. bers — Salahuddin
Yusuf, Prof M Amanullah, Dr
HBM Igbal, Begum Afroze
and Alhaj Tijul Islam Chowd-

hury.

@he Zﬂmlg ﬁtm’ﬁ
Nat'l instt for the
retarded likely to
be set up: PM
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settlement’

PW-40 Syed Ahmed tells court

Quarter master issued slip to

Dismissed Hon Lt Syed
Ahmed, prosecution witness
(PW) no. 40 in Bangabandhu
Murder Case, yesterday told the
murl that martial law was not

omulgated following the Au-
guut ?19?5 killings, report

During the cross-examina-
tion by the defence counsels. the
witness said although the night

parade was scheduled to take

Iact till midnight on Au ust
Yﬂl 1975. it continued up 1o
on August 15 on the urdtru ut'
the commanding officer (CO) in
charge of First Bengal Lancer
Regiment, the then Major Syed
Farooqur Rahman.

The JCOs, NCOs and sepoys.
who were out of the Dhaka Can-
tonment since August 15, 1975,
were informed to draw their
nalnriu from the unit, Syed

Ahmed said.
He told the court that he used

to disburse salaries of the
members of his unit (Lancers).
The witness said he gave the
key of the armoury after seeing
the slip of the quarter master,
Capt Delwar. Responding to a
suggestion, he said he did not
think that he had committed
any crime by giving the key.
PW-40 said his responsibil-
ity was only to keep the key of
the armoury but he had no
to issue, nor take deposit
of any arms and ammunition.
Refuting another suggestion,
Syed Ahmed. who was dis-
missed from the army of August
2, 1976, said the members ol his
unit had not gone to the city un-
der an emergency to maintain
peace.
The witness said he himself

hand over key of armoury

gave the order to lock the gate
of his unit after hearing the ra-
dio announcement that Banga-
bandhu was killed.

"l didn't any order from
Major Farook to lock the gates,"
he said replying to a defence
counsel.

Syed Ahmed said he had
supplied breakfasts to four/five
places as asked by the on-duty
officer on August 15 morning.
the'IlE'I:IPw fd that a year after

ing Bq:ﬁ:bandhu. st
Bengal Lancer, which was said
to be involved with the August
15 incident, was disbanded in
1976.

Brig Shahjahan will makc
his deposition as the 41st pro
ecution witness in the Ban a—
bandhu Murder Case when t

trial resumes today (Monday) ai
9:30 am.

Tk six lakh in the US",
Azad.

toda

Baghabari plant

From Page |
sector power plant bidding pro-
cess,

Tractebel of Belgium with-
drew from the bidding last week
saying that certain terms and
conditions for investing in the
Bangladeshi power sector were
nnl in its favour.

l:: bid meeting for !':hi:
Hagha ri ?mver nt was held
8 whl.ﬂlﬂ he last date

fnr bi luhmlulnn was closed

alﬂwcm.lu[lhcmnmth
Five companies were

lcctcd to rtirl te in t chld
lﬁpu.ba.rl ant, which
rnugh cost 200 million

US dollars tu build. The short-
listed companies were: Unocal
Corp (U , Midland Power In-
ternational (USA), Tractebel
Elcctrlcig (Belgium)., Coastal
Power (USA) and Marubeni
(Japan). The government
opened the preliminary pro-
posals for this project in mid-

Julgél

urces said that the delays
in unplemcntinﬁ the 300 mw to
450 mw Meghnaghat Power
Plant and tht 350 mw Haripur
Plant under private participa-

m ﬁnﬂ ﬂmurw these two

from participatin
in the Baghabari project. Bot
the Meghnaghat and Haripur
Proj Er:ta have so far been de-

layed E around six months.

I;nfreqldent

by the cnurt

Meanwhile, traffic on the
Dhaka-Aricha highway was
disrupted for about an hour as
the activists of Awami Le
Jubo League and Chhatra
League demonstrated on the
highway, demanding immedi-
ate release of the arrested BCL
leader and workers.

Movement of vehicles on the
road returned to normal follow-
ing intervention of local AL
leaders and police administra—
tion.

Tribal refugees
From Page 1
camp of South Tri :

During last three phases,

repatriation was initiated

h point of Kha-

rachhari district from
on at of Tripura.

The Deg ag Cnmnﬂssiuner
said work been started to
build reception camps and
bridges over Feni river both at

abalchhari and Ramgarh
points. .

On November 21, about 500
tribal refugees belonging to 100
families will return to CHT
thro the Tabalchhari point
and from November 22, 150
families will return regularly,
the Deputy Commissioner said,
adding that out of 1,216 fami-
lies only 233 families would
come back through the Ram-
garh point.

After the repatriation pro-
cess resumes, another list will
be sent to him and repatriation
is expected to be completed by
December 31, he informed.

Officials said some 7,000
refugees of 1,248 families came
back to their homes in Kha-
grachhari and mati dur-
ing the third phase in March-
April this year.

The repatrlatiun started in
1994 when some 5,000 refugees

came back home in two phases,
they added.

Planetarium
From Page 1 _—

Alongwlththcmam

paratus, they built aj‘lsg-

tion a
feet cP iametre white 'umbrella’
wlth npﬂ:inl cloth to use as 'sky’

ﬂ?f niahman general

and Milon, a membcr

of Bangladcnh Astronomical
Association,
Star ttht thfi_ planetarium is
easy to move from one to
another and could be uul:i}?c:u a
good tool for

cational institutions.

told The Daily

in edu-

In a ceremonial launching
. BUET Vice Chancellor Dr
Mahgwud and former ad-
ser to the caretaker -

mnnt Dr Jamilur Reza
hu

Renowned science writer lnd
educationist Dr
Muti Sharfuddin will chair the
ceremony.

will be present as chief
special guests receptively.

Dr Abdullah Al

BNP rejec{:s JS bodies

From Page |
Criticising the Treasury
Bench for unilaterally forming
the parliamentary bodies,

Chowdhury said, "We're well
aware of our responsibilities as
the Opposition and we want to
return to a meaningful parlia-
ment."

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan said, "The

arlifamentary committees
Eavt no legitimacy. The par-
liamentary convention has not
been followed in the formation
of those having no representa-
tion from the Opposition. We
demand annulment of the
comiittees and reformation of
those by resolving the stale-
mate in parliament.”

He also demanded that Lh¢
government accept his party's
minimum demands to pave the
way for t:n:att an atmosphere
fur a dialog d > tgp% rul-

an the

?l s the responsibility of the

overnment tﬂ create a con-
ucive atmosphere to overcome
the crisis in the parliament,” he

s fth Oﬂ)mlum
ol the
sain

Chief Whip
Eh!ﬁﬂlllr

demanded cancellation of the
parliamentary bodies. The rul-
ing Awami League unilaterally
formed the committees with an

unfair motive to linger the par-
liamentary standoft, he said.

Earlier, B Chowdhury gave a
brief resume of the government-
Opposition negotiation on the

g demands lor withdrawal of
‘political cases' against the

arty lawmakers and other
eaders and workers, cancella-
tion of the decision banning
street rallies and permission to
hold rallies on at least two
streets — the Topkhana Road in
front of the Jatiya Press Club
and the Manik Mia Avenue.

"As a political party, we're
always ready to negotiate. They
agreed to withdraw cases
against all but one BNP MP and
14 of the 74 cases against oth-
ers... the atmosphere could have
been created if they would have
agreed to withdraw all the

cases,” he said.

B Chowdhury also protested
the Chief Whip Abul Hasnat
Abdullah's remark that the
formation of the JS committees
were delayed due to non-coop-
eration of the Opposition.

Khaleda

From Page 1
League supporters had resorted
to killing, looting and destruc-
tion of property after the death
of Yasmin in Dinajpur. "Now
many Yasmins are being raped
and killed everyday. but the
culprits, who belong to the rul-
ing party, are not being ar-
rested,” she alleged.

The Leader of the Opposition
said the government in its 17-
month rule could not bring any
foreign Inveutm:nt "I'hcy are

EEE g nﬁa agninst th ﬂut

government.”
Shc said the Dinajpur Medi-
cal College, tourism centre,
court building and circuit house

were built by the BNP govern-
ment and the ministers of tht

present fvu‘mmntm
rating those only by cutt ng
ribbons.

Presided over by Khurshid
Jahan Huq MP, the meeting was
addressed, among others, by Col
(Retd) Akbar Hossain, Mizanur
Rahman Minu, Shahjahan
Siraj, Alamgir Kabir MP, Fa-
zlur Rahman Patal MP and
Habibur Rahman Habib.

President assents

to two bills

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed yesterday assented to
two bills in the current
session ol the Jatiya Sangsad,
reports UNB.

The bills are : The Speaker
and Deputy Speaker
(Remuneration and Privileges)
(Amendment) Bill, 1997 and
The Bangladesh (Whips)
(Amendment) Bill, 1997,

release.
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