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The Bhorer Kaguj, a vernacular daily, organised a Roundtable discussion on the aducatmn

system at Hotel Sheraton vesterday.

Bhorer Kagoj Roundtable

16 major obstacles to
development of edn

By Staff Correspondent

The atmosphere of creativity
in education system has been
systematically destroyed. You
have to give the students an
opportunity for 'thinking' habits
for skil! development. Creative
thinking is completely absent
loday which is responsible for
the decline in standard of edu-
cation.” said Dr Zafar Igbal, a
teacher of Sylhet Shahjalal Uni-
versity at a roundtable discus-
sion organised by the Bengali
Daily Bhorer Kagoj at a city
tel yesterday.

he discussants at the
Roundtahble on What Direction
the Education System is Head-
ing. while identifying various
drawbacks in the existing edu-
cation system, also made a
number of recommendations to
improve the systemn,

The Bhorer Kagoj in a &
presented at the Roun
identified 16 inajor prubiems
which, it said, were the main
obstacles in the way of devel-

ﬂment of education systiem.
problems include lack of
proper management in educa-
tional institutions. corruption
and .poor vigilance in the
education system, deficiency in
teachers' training and teachers’
tendency of bunkin%: lack of
basic faciiities like furniture,
apparatus and text books, poor
allocatior: ol funds for the edu-
CHLOG Seoiur e Dudget, ex-
istence of diiterent methnds of
education system and lack of
coordination among various de-
partments of the education
ministry. -

"Teachers should do politics
for development of standard of
education and refrain from be-
ing involved in party politics,”

saild Dr Shahidul Islam of Ra-
jshahi University.

Making comments on female
education, a discussant said, "If
a student fails in SSC or HSC
examination the student has to
wait for a whole year before ap-
pearing at the same examina-
tion next year. There should be
a system, like in the West, in
which a student failing in a

particular subject can sit for |

examination nnly in that par-
ticular subject.”

She said, "Introduction of
such g system will help reduce
the growing rate of drap-out of
students”.

Dr Anisuzzaman a teacher of
Dhaka University, said teachers
should be trained properly. For
that. training facilities for vari-
ous disciplines should also be
developed, he said.

Dr Igbal Mabmud. Vice-
Chancellor of BUET, said. "Is
class room teaching really tak-
ing place properly? Today's ed-
ucation system has come down
to its lowest standard. Today's
education system is far below
than what it was in the 1950s.”

Milia Ali of World Bank ob-
served that the pgovernment
should give emphasis on skill-
based training, look for new
strategy and involve local gov-
ernments at village level about
overall for improvement of the
standard of education.

She also said "teachers
should not be transferred in at
least three years."

Speaking on the occasion
Education Minister ASHK Sad-
eque that the draft education
policy, recently submitted to the
f,uvemment will be made pub-

ic by November 19.
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League and being in the oppo-
sition now, it continued its ter-
rorism and killing.

Mentioning the tragic tales of
the family members of those
killed, Hasina said the newspa-
pers should project the true pic-
ture to stop terrorism and
bloodshed. "We want to build a
terrorism-free society."

Responding to the local
problem Hasina said the
Muhuri-Mohua flood embank-
ment project has been included
in the Fiith Five year Plan at a
cost of Tk 277 crore. The work
of the project will start next
year. .

The Prime Minister today
asked the law enforcing agen-
cies to take stringent actions
against the terrorists to ensure
HII'E safety and security of public

e

The terrorists, whoever they
may be, will have to be con-
trolled with strong hand,” she
said asking the law enforcers to
take the measures that they feel

Khaleda

From Page 1
ing UUnion Parisad election. She
said that terrorists let loose by
the ruling party started threat-
anin%l the popular candidates.
She further sounded a note
of caution to the government
that if the UP election is not
held in a free and fair manner,
her party would wage tougher
tation programme after the
e::unn to oust the government.
The meeting was addressed,
among others, by Lt Col (Retd)
Akbar Hossain, Mizanur Rah-
man Minu, Shahjahan Siraj,
Harunur Rashid MP, Sham:
suddin Ahmed MP, Alamgir
Kabir MP, Abdul Alim P,
Habibur Rahman Habib and
Mamdudur Rahman Chowd-
hury. District BNP convenor
Mojaher Ali Prodhan presided.

Hasma. Terrorism

are needed to ensure peace and

Securi dy

ressing a coordinating
meetlng at the local circuit
house on law and order situa-
tionn and the development activ-
ities, Hasina said. "the terror-
ists have no party.. they 'ill
have to be brought to book for
the interest of the nation."

For a long time, she said,
politics of capturing power was
practised in the country and
the youth forces were used by

the polilical as tools for
their political existence.

The Prime Minister said
firearms were given to the
youths and terrorist for political
interest. After that, terrorism
spread like a deadly decease in
the country.

The Prime Minister said po-
litical stability is an imperative
for the economic development of
the nation and maintaining law
and order is needed for political
stability.

Earlier, at the circuit house,
the Prime Minister met with the

family members of those who

¢ were killed by the political op-

Fonents during the movement
caretaker government and in
recent terrorist activities.

SAIC governing
board meet begins
In city today

A two-day long 12th meeting
of the governing board of the
SAARC Agricultural Informa-
tion Centre (SAIC) will begin in
the city today, said a press re-
lease, reports BSS.

Members of the SAIC gov-
erning board, including Bang-
ladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldi-
ves, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
and representative from the
SAARC will participate in the
meeting.
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Magurchhara

Passenger train
service may

resume in Dec

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Nov 15: Bangla-
desh Railway has been con-

tinuing trial operation of goods
train on the repaired tracks

passing throu the Magur-
chhara Gas Field area without
any trouble.

The trial operation on Sri-

Sylhet part of the Syl-
het g.khaura section began on

November 6.

However, the nuthurlty is yet
to take ﬂnfa] decision on re-
sumption of p trains, a
Railway official :ﬂ adding "we
are hopeful to resume thrt:-.;’r ule:l;‘
vice o ssenger train e
first w:::Tnf Illltgccmbcr if
thing goes well.” The BR ha.s
been incurring a loss of Taka 15
lakh everyday since the gas
field disaster on June 14, he in-
formed.

. The loss ca dam—
age of rail tra‘n::lzginmm

ﬂeld stood at Taka two crore

lakh and the railway authﬂrity

has repaired the tracks at a to-

tal cost of Taka one crore 42

lakh, he added.

ALPP meets
today

A meeting of the Awami

Llflague Parliamentary Part

P} will be held at
pm in the Sangsad Bhaban
meeting room of the ruling
party, reporis UNB.

Leader of the House and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
will preside over the meeting,
said a press release.

Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah has requested all Awami
League MPs to attend the meet-
ing.

Azizul Haq
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reports of 'several' irregularities
in allocating plots in the city

Moreover, another source
said Khadem's multi-million
dollar deal with Indus Valley to
develop Gulshan and Banani
lake areas landed him in a big
‘problem’'.

The government earlier
formed a committee to probe
into the Indus Valley deal fol-
lowing reports of massive irreg-
ularities in handlnﬁ over the
lake-side areas to Indus Valley,
a Singapore-based developer.

The report of the committee
was to the Prime Minister
on who immediately
asked the Works Minister to
take necessary steps against
those responsible.

CHT talks

From Page 1
iron out differences over cer-
tain issues that were proposed
as amendments to the draft of
an accord on which the two

sides had agreed in their last
meeting in Dhaka from
Eeptunber 14 to 17.

These amendments were
"imposed” by PCJSS hardliners
d its congress in
capital of Tripura, in early Oc-
tober, to wrest more conces-
sions.

Shantu Larma had told
newamgnh :{tam;]:he t?I:ath Mtc-l
ing in at he accepte
the draft ment.

The proposed amendments
include a regional council for
the three hill districts to _over-
see the administration, police
and land management. They
also demanded rehabilitation
of the armed cadres of the
PCJSS into the security forces;
including police.

To exert more pressure, Mri-
nal Chakma, an adviser of
PCJSS who o tes under the
banner of Humanity Protection
Forum in a went public
on BBC on November 10.

He made an a to the In-
dian Prime Minister Inder Ku-
mar Gujral to take up these de-
mands and winding up of a

strategic cantonment at -
nala his Gujral m

with Bangladesh me Minis-
.ter Sh Hasina at the three-

nation summit in Dhaka on
November 23.

—Star photo
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SEC wants institutional ‘

buyers to 'actively’ take |
part in share market

The Securities and Exchange
Commission has sent a lcttcr to
the authorities, urging them to
ask the institutional uyers to
‘actively” participate in the
market in order to salvage it
from a critical state, reports
UNB.

SEC officials said the letter
has been sent to the Finance
Ministry last week as the mar-
ket was cx,)crlenclng continu-
ous downslide with extremely
low turnovers in both volume
and value.

The letter requested the
ministry to take n mea-
sures so that the institutional
buyers can actively participate
in the capital market that re-
mained bearish for.weeks with

no sign of reco . they said.
However, the | Share
Price Index experienced a slight

upturn during
days' trading.
The Investment Corporation
of Bangladesh (ICB), Bangla—
desh Shilpa Bank (BSB), Bang
ladesh Shilpa Rin San utha
(BSRS) and Sadharan Bima
Corporation (SBC) can extend

. the last two

their institutional support to
the ailing market, the SEC
sources said.

Presently, only the ICB, is
operating in the share market.
but their support is extremely
inadequate compared to what
the market needs at the mo-
ment, according to the market
operators.

The three others - BSB.
BSRS, SBC - are the members
of the Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE), but they are not operat-
ing in the trading floor due to
various reasons, depriving the
market from much-needed in-
stitutional support.

The SEC is also s ing up
their efforts to give licences to
eight establishments to operate
as merchant banks in order to

help the market to recover as
early as possible, the SEC offi-
clals said.

‘If the merchant banks are
there, they would buy shares to
create their portfolios before
]aunching their own mutual
funds.” a senior official of the
SEC. the market watchdog, told
UNB yesterday.

Digital phone
exchange
opens in Feni

FENI. Nov 15: Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina today said her
government would soon declare
a natinnai telecommunication
[_)o cy incorporating provisions

health competition between
the public and the
tors reports BSS.

The Prime Minister was
speaking as the chief guest at a
function marking the lormal in-
auguration of the newly con-
structed Tk nine-crore 2000-
line digital telephone exchange
here.

Earlier she opened the ex-
change through talking over

hone to Telecommunication
Eﬁniﬂcr Mohammad Nasim.

The function was also ad-
dressed, among others local
MP Joinal in Hazari, T and
T Secretary Mahbub Kabir and
T and T Chairman M A Mannan
Chowdhury.

The Prime Minister directed
the Telecommunication Minister
to increase the capacity of the
new Feni exchange from 2000
to 4000 in phases. She also di-
rected she authority concerned
not to send the old analogue
exchange outside the district.
Rather, she suggested that this
exchange should be installed in
some upazilas of the district for
development of telephone facil-
ity there.

private sec-

Withdraw decision
to cut pension

money: DUTA

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University
Teachers' Association (DUTA)
has demanded withdrawal of
lhe overnment's decision to

O per cent of the pension
mnn of the teachers, officials
and employees of the universi-
ties in the country.

The government has taken
the decision following allega-
tions that the university author-
ities have been m undue

ts over the last

violating the rules r:ﬁarding
payment of salaries and other
allowances. The decision was
implemented in October 1996.

alking to The Daily Star,
DUTA President Prof Mostafa
Chowdhury said the DUTA had
meetings with the Education
Minister as well as the Finance
Minister and urged them to
cancel the decision.

DUTA also urged them to re-
turn the money that had al-
ready been deducted from the
pension of the teachers, officials
and employees. The ministers
assured the DUTA officials that
their demands would be prop-
erly considered, Prof Chowd-
hury said.

The officials of the Federa-
tion of the University Teachers'
Association of Bangladesh
would also meet the ministers
with the same demand some-
time next week, he said.

"If the demands are not met

. through negotiations, we will go

for a movement,” Prof Chowd-

hury said.
He said that the allegations
made by the Office of

Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral were baseless adding that
“the payments were made ac-
cording to the rules regarding
payments of the teachers, offi-
cials and employees."

Anisuzzaman
made envoy

to Canada
By Staff Correspondent

A M Anisuzzaman, a former
adviser in President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed's caretaker

vernment, has beer. tipped to

the country's High Commis-
sioner to Canada. according to
SOUTCEeSs.

Anisuzzaman, a formmer CSP
officer of the 1956 batch, retired
Frwiuu:iy as Agriculture Secre-

ary.
r{lc is currently serving as
Chairman of the Agriculture

Commission set up by the gov-
ernment.

Pak forces on
high alert for
visit of Albright

ISLAMABAD, Nov 15: Pak-
istani security forces are on
high alert for the visit of US
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright following Wednesday's
murder of four Americans in
Karachi, sources said today, re-
ports AFP.

Albright. the first US Secre-
tary of State of visit Pakistan
since George Shultz in 1983,
arrives here on Sunday and will
leave on Tuesday for trips to In-
dia and Bangladesh in er tnur
of South Asia. . -

Authorities heefed u
rity arrangements for US
diplomatic missions, cultural
centres and American residents
after four Houston-based audi-
tors of oil company Union Texas
were killed Wednesday in an
ambush in Karachi.

Iraq urges Arabs

to attack US,
British interests

BAGHDAD, Nov 15: Iraq
called on Arab nations today to
attack US and British interests
in the region te show their sup-
port for Baghdad in its continu-
ing stand-off with the United
Nations. reports AFP.

"All American and British
interests in the region, whether
embassies of the two countries
or their warships, must become
the target of armed attacks by
Arab nationalist forces,” said
the official newspaper Babel,
run by Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein's son Uday.

[talian PM

From Page 1

the trade and commerce minis-
ters and senior officials from
the PM's office, the Foreign
Ministry and Minisu?r of Foreign
Trade. Membars of Confi-In-
dustria, entrepreneurs and
businessmen will also be in-
cluded, along with members of
the press.

e in Dhaka, Prodi is ex-

ted to have talks with the
esh government on bi-
lateral issues as well as those
relating to Italian assistance to
Bangladesh through effective
cooperation in the field of trade
commerce.
The Italian PMs visit reflects
Italy’s growi nf]lnt:rcﬂt in Asia.

e visit should open g op-
pﬂrtunltics for oth
Bangladeshi entrepreneurs as
well as their Italian counter-
parts looking for a place to in-
vest in the emerging Asian
market.
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AL-BNP clash
in Ctg: 6 hurt

CHITTAGONG, Nov 15: Six
people, including party leaders
were injured in a clash between
ruling Awami ue and oppo-
sition BNP in the port city's
Noor Ahmed road today, re-

ports UNB.

Witnesses said the clash

erupted when an AL ]Pru-u:tssmr‘

was crossing the BNP city office
at Nauimnn Bhaban on way to
Laldighi Maidan at about 4:30
pm. Rival activists locked in
the clash soon after some
crackers blasted.

The Awami Leaguers were
going to attend their scheduled
rally at Laldighi Maidan as part
of its week-long programme
protesting killing, terrorism
and anarchism. State Minister
for Labour and Manpower Ab-
dul Mannan and City Mayor
Alhaj ABM Mahiuddin Ahmed,
among others, addressed there.

Also BNP had a scheduled
meeting in front of its city of-
fice.

The injured included Bag-
moniram ward AL president
Harun-ar-Rashid, general sec-
retary Rabjiul Huq and Mah-
mudul Huq. They were admitted
to a local clinic.

Jhalakati Poura

chairman held

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Nov 15: Police ar-
rested Jhalakati Pourasabha
Chairman Abdul Halim Gazi
from his home this morning.

A case was filed by two
boatmen Faruk Mirdha and
Rahim Khan with the Jhalakati
thana. He was accused of theft..
injury and attempt to murder.

Civil Surgeon of
Barisal made OSD

BARISAL. Nov 15: Civil Sur-
eon of Barisal, Dr Khairul '
am has been ordered stand

released following a message
sent by fax frem the Ministry of
Health through the DC of
Barisal today.

He was madc an OSD at the
Health Ministry following
some allegations of irregulari-
llﬁ a,galnst him.

¢ UNICEF ¢~ «

From Page*1

ties in cooperation with the pri-

vate bodies.

Bellamy, now on a brief visit
to Bangladesh, expressed her
satisfaction over the UNICEF
activities in Bangladesh having
its second largest prugrammi:
globally.

"Significant impruvﬁnent

- has been made here in the i
meantime, but a lot of workg. s

are to be done,” Bellamy tol
the press cnnfermce at the
UNICEF local office.

Praising the UNICEF-ILO |
initiated MOU on child labour
in the garment sector, she said
it had reduced the number of |
child workers and provided ¢d-
ucational opportunity to them.

Bellamy, who took over as
the fourth Executive Director of
UNICEF in May 1995, empha-
sised on more works in educa-
tion, nutritinn and sanitation

dpl ying tn a question on
chil trafficking from
Bangladesh, she called the is-
sue a “"subregional” one and
said "there is no way to ignore
the issue.”

Rolf C Carriere, the UNICEF
Resident Representative in
Ban adesh, told the newsmen

CEF was asseaain the
actual situation of ild
trafficking with the help nf ILO
and the government.

He said that the child
trafficking issue seriously, the
UNICEF was discussing with
the lawyers, police and BDR to
take further action in this re-

This is the first visit of
UNICEF executive director
Carol Bellamy to Bangladesh.
She met the Prime Minister, the

Finance Minister and hi ov-
ernment officials. She d
some field trips to aee the
UNICEF activities.

On behalf of UNICEF, Bel-

lamy thanked Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for her commit-
ment towards improving the
condition of child health, nutri-
tion and education.

Agartala,

ated with the nb?ggtiv: of forg-
a new economic bloc of the
littoral states of the Asia-Pacific
region to provide a common
platform to augment and diver-
ulfy trade among the member
states.
Bangladesh had always been
k:cn on entering the new
%inﬁl I‘nrmally unched in

A]thu th:rr.: are 47 coun-
tries in the Indian Ocean Rim,
Bangladesh, the third largest
country in the on, was ini-
tially never considered for being
included as a member. Besides
Bangladesh, two other SAARC
countries, Pakistan and the
Maldives who are also littoral
states, have not been included
in the (IORARC) which was
launched through a two-day
meeting of foreign ministers in
Mauritius on March 6 and 7.

During the formative stage of
the organisation, initially
known as Indian Ocean Rim
(IOR), the Indian government, in

1995, reportedly opposed the
inclusion of several countries
including Bangladesh. India re-

rtedly lifted its objection after

angladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina conferred with
former prime minister Deve
Gowda and former external af-
fairs minister IK Gujral earlier
this year.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad also sent letters to
his counterparts in 14 coun-
tries of the IOR alliance ur ng
that Bangladesh be accept
a member of the new bloc.

The idea of the Indian Ocean
Rim grouping was first mooted
during a visit of former foreign
minister of South Africa P
Botha to New Delhi in Novem-
ber, 1993. The first meeting
that floated the concept- of the
Indian Ocean Rim (JOR) was
held in Mauritius in May, 1995.
Those who were key movers
were India and South Africa
along with Australia, Oman,
Kenya, Singapore and Mauri-
tius. These seven countries

IORARC meet from November 24

formed the initial core group. In
the second phase, a consensus
was reached among the core
members and seven more coun-
tries were accepted as mem-
bers.

The countries who secured
their membership in the second
s were Sri Lanka, Malaysia,
Indonesia, Yemen, Tanzania,
Mozambique and Madagascar,
raisin the Association's
strength to the present level of
14 members.

"The application for
Bangladesh's admittance as a
full member of the .ﬁ.uauciatmn
is now almost certain,® said a
ranking ufﬂclll of the Foreign
Ministry.

Meanwhile Bangladesh along
with some countries have been
attending the Track-2' meetings
held under the aegis of the In-
dian Oce Rim Consultative
Business Network (IORCBN)
and Indian Ocean Rim Re-
search Network (IORRN) held in
New Delhi and Durban.
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From Staff Correspondent’ .
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‘setting up an EPZ in,Comill _
there would not be wlﬂn
in getting adequate there.

BNP 6 partles meet

tion” in Chi{ ng on '1"1.11:‘:&1#.‘!31,r
and said it is part of a govern
ment” dcsign to foil the oppost-
tion rallies”. It also protested
filing of cases against the 7-
party leaders after the Chit-
tagong tncidents, It demanded
withdrawal of the cases and ar-
rests and trial of the killers.

Earlier in the morning, BN-
P's National Standing Cemmit-
tee at a meeting reaffirmed the

party's position not tb return to
the Jatiya Sangsad unless the

government accepts its three- .

point demand which include
withdrawal of cases ;against
party lawmakers,
sources said.

The two other dmahds are
withdrawal of the ban oni street
rally in the city and.cases
against the partymen ‘in con-
nection with gNP‘s recent street
rallies. ' '

Held at the Minto Road offi-

cial residence of | Zia, the
meeting was chaired by BNP
Vice-Chairman Prof AQM

Badruddoza Choudhury.

Talking to newSmen later in
the evening, BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan
Bhul an said his-party de-

s fresh selection of meet-
ing venues in the city. The road
in front of the Jati]ra Press Club
and the Manik Mia Avenue
should be in the fresh list, he
said.

Replying . ta a4 question on
home mimstry's scrutiny of
the list of ‘political cases'
against the. BNP lawmakers.
leaders and workers, Mannan

Bhuiyan said pohlitical cases
were filéd against 22 to 24 party

AL conveys

) * Fromi Page }
sides, as the ban on street
ralfiés 18 goncerned, we wel-

conie @ny. proposal from the
ng jnore venues for
18 rallies in the city, but
‘the streets,” Nasim said.
, % 'He .aJso noted that if not all,
some. -parliamentary standin
committees would be forme
today, the scheduled day of pro-
mgatinn of the current session
of the Jatiya . He, how-
ever, added that posts for BNP
lawmakess -in the standing
committees would be kept va-
cant.
Ea!tlcr talking to The ﬂ:.lrg

W hII uun
that f 3%1
the uvcrmncnt uld cnm:

fnrward ip realiairll_f his party'u
three conditions

e expressed
the view that the formation of

the pa.rlmmen committees
will not .resolve the crisis
in any"

‘¥ Dacmts kill 2

‘- Pg'omPagel

! ice investi-
ﬁaéx that the gang
tilator and en-

'Erﬁi!!’ ‘
tered into the store,
{ about 200 yards ﬁ'l:un%pura
thana. Then they tied the man-
EIIldﬂLht aﬂ-BiBtﬂﬂt Whﬂ were

_[l_:k):nginsidc ;
took away Tk 2.50

lakh in and valuables in-

! eludlng gold ringawth about

Tk 25

Meanwhile, pollcl: ‘sent the
bodies to Narsingdi Sadar Hos-
pital for autopsy.

Shop owner Abul Fazal lod-
ged a case with Raipura thana
in this .regard. -

However, none waa
till filing of this rtpnr-tw

Gazipur EPZ
FromPagel . °°

a as

e noted that they had been
facing difficulties in acquiring
500 acres of land .at Mauna in

e money Whl(:h'_ _ _ﬁl'ﬁ': been
allocated for G T
would now be s for Comilla
EPZ. Initially, the- t
had allocated Tk 70 ‘¢rore for
development of 200
a total of 500 acres of land for

epartng industrial plots At

e main dﬂﬂcul'ty

price of the land. The inhabi-.
tants of the area were not will-
ing to give the land at govern-
ment-fixed ratt:a ‘Moazzem
Hossain said "we¢ cannot give
more money than: gummt
ml%alllm ‘;aad Camilla EPZ
e pro a
will be sét-up on 450 acres of
land, beside.Dhaka-Chit
highway about 60 miles
the capital. BEPZA officials
said the site is suifable for the
project because it is khas land
there would not be any ne-
cessity of eviction of le.
The site, how under the
Aviation Authority, will be
easily available to BEPZA, offi-
cials h
The BEPZA Board of Gover-
nors also decided to set up a cen-
L‘I!'ll treatment plant for indus-
trial waste at the Dhaka EPZ
and to accelerate land acquisi-
tion activities for another two

EPZs at A and ishwardi.
“We would start developmenit

work for M EPZ

as SOON as .H.u-

thority hands over gﬁl

land tu us,” Moazzem Hunﬂn
said. He hoped that the land
will be available in tweo

months. Besides, the process
acquiring about 309 acres of

land for Ishwardi EPZ is going

mcctmg

ted
in connection with the kll]lng'., -

- man

EPZ
out of

faced in -
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Commenting on the home
ministry finding that a good
number of cases ainst the
BNF men were filed BNP
rule, he said both his and
thé ‘Awarri League filed cases
against each.other after the

_ ?f:neral elections on February

5, 1996. The AL, after coming
to power., withdrew cases
inst i}s leaders and workers
while those against the BNP
remained.

When his attention was
drawn to press reports that the
Treasury Bench may form the
parliamentary standing com-
mittees on various ministries
today. he remarked, "If they do
it unilaterally, there are
chances for the crisis to

The standing committee
meeting in a resolution
strongly protested the govern-
ment's "planned and heinous
propaganda” against the Leader
of the Opposition to achieve
"vested political interests”.

Nirmal Sen
postpones
hunger strike

Former president of Bang-
ladesh Federal Union of Jour-
nalists (BFUJ) Nirmal Sen has
deferred his planned hunger
strike until Tuesday to facilitate
a negotiated settlement of the
Times-Bangla issue, reports
UNB.

Sen, an assistant editor of
recently closed Dainik
said in a press release that he
had taken this decision at the
request of State Minister for In-
formation Prof Abu Sayeed to
facilitate the negotiation.

He told a press conference at
the Jatiya Press Club earlier in
the day that he would go on a
hunger strike unto death from
l1l1am today for payment of all
dues of the journalists, employ-
ees and workers of the Times-
Bangla Trust.

The senior journalist leader
said their struggle is not merely

against "deprivation”, but also
m&h%‘wnt of rights of

press workers
Jthmugh the order for "compul-

sory” voluntary retirement for
those working under the Trust.

Myanmar’s SLORC
dissolved

YANGON, Nov 15: Myan-
mar's State Law and Order
Restoration Council (SLORC)
announced today it had decided
to dissolve itself but its key
leaders formed a new Iigg
body called the peace and
opment council, Reuter

Myanmar state media said
the new body was founded

SLORC Chairman Genera

Than Shwe.
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The customs team on suspi-
cion brought two suitcases to
customs hall at about 11:30 pm.
The suitcases were in the

e area close to the cus-

ey
 baggage and ascertained the ex-
"istence of gold and electronic

goods inside.

Customs oflicials said there
were no international S,
name of the owner or t
number attached with any of
the suitcases. But those suit-
cases had domestic tags of Bi-
desh Airlines.

* Customs officials were yet to

‘- trace the owner of the suitcases.
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with customs in this re;nrd.
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