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Expulsion of US arms inspectors: Situation reaches

Iraq prepares for war

BAGHDAD, Nov 15: Unfet-
tered by UN arms inspectors’
scrutiny for the first time in
years, Iraq has chun prepara-
tions for war, fearing an immi-
nent military strike by the
United States, reports AP.

Iraq pushed the crisis to the
brink Friday by expelling six
American experts from an in-
ternational UN weapons in-
spection team. The Americans
arrived in the Gulf state of
Bahrain on Saturday.

Hours earlier, Iraq an-
nounced nationwide gasoline
rationing, even as thousands of
people moved onto the grounds
of presidential palaces and fac-
tories to act as human shields
in case of American strikes.

Anti-aircraft batteries also
have been put on alert, and men
have been urged to join the elite
military unit Fiddayeen Sad-
dam, or Saddam's Commandos.

Iraq is approaching "a bright
new chapter in the great and
eternal mother of battles,” an
Iragi television announcer
said, referring to the term used
by President Saddam Hussein
to describe the 1991 Gulf War
with a US-led multinational
force.

Angered Wy the Americans'
expulsion, the United Nations
withdrew 68 other non-Ameri-
can experts alsd to Bahrain,
leaving behind a skeleton crew
of 19, mostly non-experts.

The UN inspectors had been
working in Iraq since the end of
the Gulf War — precipitated by
Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait
— to monitor the destruction of
Iraqg’'s weapons of mass destruc-
tion and long-range missiles.

Until the inspectors declare
their job finished, the UN will
not lift the severe economic
-

President Clinton passes by White House Chief of Staff Ersk-
ine Bowles after meeting reporters in the White House
briefing room Friday where he announced that he has
ordered the aircraft carrier USS George Washington to the
Persian Gulf to prepare American forces "for any

contingency."

sanctions over Iraq. Baghdad
says it is willing to live with

that rather than lose its
sovereignty.
With the inspectors gone,

Iraq is free for the first time in
seven years to do what it wants
at the several suspected
weapons sites across the coun-
try. But Iraq says its hands are
clean.

“There is nothing
that can %ruduce a prohibit
weapon,” Foreign Minister Mo-
hammed Saeed al-Sahhaf told a

in Ira

— AP/UNB photo

news conference Friday.

He said a military strike
from the United States could
Come any moment,

Yeltsin opposed to
military action

Meanwhile, with an eye to-
ward future oil deals with Iraq,
President Boris Yeltsin's gov-
ermment has been a leading op-
ponent of military strikes in
the latest United Nations
standoff with Saddam Hussein's
regime.

Crisis point

US President Bill Clinton
has left open the possibility of
renewed military raids on Iraq.
But Russia is virtually certain
to remain opposed to force for
two main reasons.

Still nostalgic about the loss

of their superpower status, the
Russians insist on makin
their voice heard in a post-Col
War world.

Russian political and’ mili-
[:3 leaders feel overwhelm-
ingly
too much clout on interna-
tional issues, and Moscow seeks
to counterbalance, or at least
moderate, that power.

PA warns US

AFP from Gaza reports: The
Palestinian cabinet warned the
United States Friday not to use
force against Iraq as it could
endanger the whole Middle
East.

“The Palestinian leadership
is worried about the crisis be-
tween the United Nations and
Iraq and calls for a peaceful
resolution, read a statement
from the cabinet after it met in
Gaza.” The use of force in this
difficult situation will nega-
tively effect security and peace
in the whole Middle East. " the
statement, carried the Pales-
tinian news agm('{ afa, said.

The cabinet also called on
the United Nation to lift sanc-
tions against Iraq.

Hundreds of Palestinians
protested Monday against US
p];:}h{:y ;ﬁwarda Iragq, some of
them calling on to fire
missiles aﬁurat?ag

Iraq has blamed the United
States for the prolonged em-
bargo it has been under since it
invaded Kuwait in 1990,

US court sentences Kasi to death

Over 100 Americans leave
Pakistan for fear of life

KARACHI, Nov 15: Criminal
mafias and extortion groups
thrive in the troubled port city
of Karachi, where four BOS exec-
utives were gunned down this
week, police officials and resi-
dents said, reports AFP,

More than 100 American
tourists, businessmen and their
families have already left Pak-
istan fearing for their lives
sirice the murder of the oil ex-
ecutives on Wednesday, immi-
gration officials said.

The shooting came just
hours after a US court found a
Pakistani, Aimal Kasi, guilty of
the 1993 murder of two CIA
employees.

Kasi was Friday sentenced to
death even though a group
called the Aimal Secret Action
Committee, which claimed
killing the Americans in
Karachi, threatened other at-
:tjacl:}? on alUS interests if the

eath penalty was imposed.

But even before the killings,
Karachi had a reputation for
serious sectarian strife and or-
ganised crime,

"There are all sorts of crimi-
nals who operate in mafias. We
are trying our best to control
themm with our limited re-
sources,” a senior police official
said.

Groups of armed youths of-
ten fight for control of extor-
tion rackets in poor neighbour-
hoods, according to residents.

Around 5,000 cars and miore
than 6,000 motorcycles have so
far been stolen or snatched at
gunpoint in the city this year,
compared to last year's figure of
3,700 cars and 4,000 motorcy-
cles.

"Car-snatching has been on
the rise as stolen vehicles are
used in crimes and later aban-
doned, as was the car used in the
killing of the Americans," Citi-
zens — Police Liaison Commit-
tee (CPLC) official Sharfuddin
Memon said.

The killings of the US execu-
tives came after three leading
Sunni Muslim scholars were
killed earlier this month by
unidentified assailants.
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More than 60 incidents of
terrorism blamed on sectarian
and ethnic friction have been
reported so far this year, but the
cases remain unsolved.

Those responsible for the
murder of two US diplomats in
the city in 1995 are also still at

lar%&ir

achi has seen more than
2,000 killings over the past
three years, including around
500 people during in thé current
year. ;. . .

Police say much of the vio-
lence stems from political and
ethnic groups operating from
the labyrinthine eastern dis-
tricts of Malir and Korangi and
Western Orangi district.

Rich Beﬂr, centre, whose sun-in_-'law waﬂ'l

"They eliminate anyone sus-

cled of being a police in-
ormer or abetting a rival group
lo keep people terrorised,” a res-
ident in Korangi said, adding
that grnup members lived in
abandoned houses and used
children as paid lookouts, he
said.

"The
and tea

rom US citizens.; W
have been paying them Zoie -
pees (about nine dollars)

ey

angsters take meals

month for the last four
and whenever we refuse
torture our children.” a house
wife said.

Last week, the Malir district
was paralysed as militants of
two ethnic groups fought fierce
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gunbattles over what police de-
ﬂcribfd as the "extortion busi-
ness.
Four people died and several
were inj before a semblance
of order was restored by heavy
mnulﬁmts of police using ar-
mou vehicles. :
A woman, who identified
herself as Aisha Bibi, said her

son was shot dead before her

JfiGies becayist e il fot pay
ars - "Mostly they demiard idney

from busihessmen by 'tele-
phone, between 10,000
rupees (2 lars) and 50,000
rupees (1,200 dollars), we have
received several complaints.”
he said.

Friday, after the jury decided that Mir Aimal Kasi should receive the death penalty for the

shooting. Standing

with Becker is Judy Becker Darling, left, wife of Frank Darling, one of the

two CIA employees killed, and Rosie Becker, right, Judy's mother. In the back row centre is
Nicholas Starr, who was wounded in the attack by Kasi.
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Int'l film festival opens in India:m.
Tenth International Film Festival
start Friday at Lalitha Kala Toranam in
yderabad with children depicting the country's rich culture
and heritage in the form of exquisite folklore, dramas, dances
and songs, PTI reports from H
nion Minister for Information and Broadcasting Jaipal
Reddy, the guest of honour at the inau
the need to produce “distinct and specific films" and other au-
diovisual programmes for children and young people.

Nigerian killed in Indonesia: roice
ead one Ni

gerian man and arrested about 45 others in
drug raid, police said Saturday, AP reports from Jakarta.

day's raid on a central Jakarta hotel followed a wave of ar-
rests of suspected narcotic smu
Wednesday police arrested a

r children and young people

erabad.

ral function, stressed

ers during recent weeks. On
yanmar citizen, Shwe Maung,

carrying six kilograms (13 pounds) of heroin
on arrival at Jakarta airport, the 'nﬂwspapcrp!?"ledia Indonesia

Age caves found in Pakistan:
back to the Stone Age .

area of Balochistan

Age and date from

BC, have been found in caves and rock-shél-
ters in Musakhail in Loralai district, northeastern Balochisan in
the Suleman mountainous range, PTV said. The discovery was
st Fazal Dad Kakar during an archaeologi-
stan province, it said.

— AP/UNB photo

that the United States has

Ranariddh to
1f
Hun Sen drops

criminal charges
PHNOM PENH, Nov 15: De-

' ﬁnscd First Prime Minister
orodom Ranariddh say she
| will give up his claim to office

and Cambodia's political lead-
ership if coup leader Hun Sen

him, reports AP.

‘T am pr ed to act against
the will of the Cambodian peo-

accept a compromise,” Ra-
nariddh said during an inter-
view broadcast Saturday by
Voice of American radio.

1 will not claim back my po-
sition as the first prime minis-
ter, however, all charges
against me must be dropped. "
Ranariddh said, adding "Hun

Sen must think twice about
this."

Lebanon says no
to land mine
ban treaty

BEIRUT, Nov 15: Lebanon
rebuffed Canada's invitation to
g:rin an international treaty to

an land mines, saying Friday
it will sign only if rival Israel
does, reports AP.

Canadian Foreign Affairs
Minister Lloyd Axworthy, on a
tour of the Middle East, has
been encouraging countries in
the region to participate in the
Convention to Ban Anti-Per-
sonnel Mines. The treaty will be
signed at a conference in Ottawa
in December.

"Lebanon is Interested in
this treaty but there is abso-
lutely no way that Lebanon Is
%gtn%rtu be drawn into signing
this treaty as long as Israel does
not acquiesce too,” Lebanese
Foreign Minister Faris Bweiz
said after a 70-minute meeting
with Axworthy,

drops criminal charges against

ple, against the law, in order to

A msqdel adisplays .purpls

cocktail dress; with a shaWl
around a neck designed by

Jun Ashida during the
Spring-Summer Tokyo
Collection '98 Friday.

— AP/UNB photo

Dum_a passes | _s??-ff-';' 25 5

anti-corruption
law

MOSCOW, Nov 15: Russia's
State Duma (lower house of
parliament) Friday passed
unanimously an anti-corrup-
tion law, according to the Inter-
fax news service, reports Xin-
hua.

Initiated by sccurit{' com-
mittee chairman iktor
Ilyukhin, the bill provides a de-
tailed description of corruption
as a government official's ac-
ceptance of remuneration in the
form of money, services or
other activities that provide a
benefit or profit.

The remuneration sources
were listed by the bill as gov-
ernment bodies as well as indi-
viduals.

Other kinds of corruption
mentioned by the law include
travel in Russia and abroad, the
use of premises, means of
transportation, computer
equipment, monetary funds or
government property by offi-
cials in cases "when this is not

ed for the law in the
receipt of credits, loans, pur-
chase of securities, real estate
and other forms of property by
officials."”

UN to press for women's equal

KABUL, Nov 15: The United
Nations said on Friday it will
press for women to be treated
as equals in Taliban-controlled
Afghanistan — which it sees as
the second-worst region in the
world Behind Sierra Leone for
observance of women's rights,
reports Reuter.

The Taliban deny women full
access to health facilities and
have closed girls' schools in the
two-thirds of the country they
control.

But UN gender adviser An-
gela King made clear to re-

rs the world body was not
ng immediate results.

"I think the UN has to wait

and see exactly what is going to
happen, but at the same e

ush towards the goal of the
N." she said.
King, Assistant Secretary-
Gener
ender issues to UN Chief Kofi
an, is on a two week tour of
Afghanistan to try to reconcile
the United Nations' commit-
ment to gender equality with
the traditional interpretation of
the role of women in the coun-

She told reporters the UN

" was in a difficult position and

and special adviser on

unable to implement a policy
advocated by Annan that puts
principles such as gender
equality at the centre of the or-

ganisation's planning,

We are at the moment in a
bit of a stalemate because we
have not been able to carry out
the principle-centred approach
due to the fact that women still
do not have complete and satis-
factory access to health," edu-
cation and other facilities that

Fresh fighting
erupts in Lanka

COLOMBO, Nov 15: Govern-
ment troops and Tamil Tiger
rebels traded mortar and ar-
tillery fire in fresh fighting in
Sri Lanka's north, the Defence
Ministry said today, reports

It said in a statement that
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) guerillas fired mor-
tars at troops manning defences
near Mankulam town in the
northern Wanni region, wound-
ing two soldiers.

right in Afghanistan

are absolute ," she said in
Kabul. ey

As part of their crusade to
create the world's purest Is-
lamic state. the Taliban have
closed girls’' schools and banned
women from working except in
the medical sector.

They say women should not
meet, or be seen by men who
are not relatives.

They have decreed that
women are only allowed to leave
their homes wearing the burqa.
a traditional Afghan veil that
covers women from head to toe,
with a small patch of gauze over
the eyes.

King said she was very dis-
appointed the Taliban had not
taken up an offer made six
month to provide resources
for the rehabilitation of schools
in Kabul, provided there were
equal numbers of places for
both boys and girls.

“The initial response was
that there would be an agree-
ment. But | was wnz disap-
pointed that not as hap-

d — we are still hopeful,”
she said.

King said Afghanistan
ranked second from bottom in

an index of gender equality.
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Aziz Haniffa writes from Washington

Kashmir would be on the
agenda of the talks that U.S
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright will have in Pakistan
and India next week. a senior
Clinton administration official
acknowledged.

The official, who is the ad-
ministration’'s point person for
South Asia, briefing correspon-
dents here on Albright's visit.
said, "In Pakistan and India.
she will discuss their mutual
tensions and proliferation is-
sues, and encourage their bilat-
eral dialogue. She will also be
advancing the visit of President
(Bill) Clinton to the region next
year."

The Secretary, he said, was
hoping to underscore that the
most important objective of her
trip is a "reengagement of the
United States with the South
Asian region” since former Sec-
retary ol State George Shultz
visited India in 1983.

Asked if the "mutual ten-
sions” between New Delhi and
Islamabad that Albright would
discuss include the Kashmir is-
sue, the official, though engag-
ing in diplospeak. conceded
that they would, albeit not nec-
essarily as the central issue.

“The central purpose of this
visit," the official explained,
‘will be to encourage the dia-
logue that is takln(.i( place be-
tween India and Pakistan and
to support the efforts of the two
prime ministers to move that
dialogue to more productive
discussions of the areas that
have been of concern to the two
countries. And clearly in that
context, Kashmir is an issue."

The official said, "We know
that both sides recognise that. It
is on the agenda of the two
countries in the joint state-

ments that was eed to. We
also know that maérc have been
difficulties in terms of agreeirig
to how that issue would be ad-
dressed by the two sides. We en-
courage that to go forward.”
The official said, "We ho
:hat beth countries will be able
O move as soon as possible be-
yond the procedural to the sub-
stantive and perhaps the issues
of such long standing can be, if
not resclved, perhaps amelio-
rated and we strongly support
them.”
__He said that this was what
“the Secretary will be aftempt-
ing to encourage” during her

visit and meeting with Prime.

Ministers [.LK. Gujral and Nawaz
Sharif and senior officials of
both countries. fhd

Earlier in the briefing, the
official acknowledged that Al-
bright had indeed expressed "a
desire” to visit Kashmir. partic-
ularly since her late father,
Josef Korbel, a Czech diplomat,
had written one of the highly

fomenting the insuggency in
Kashmir and supporting Jm .
border terrorism in general”
would also figure on the agenda,
the official said, “"We are, as you
all know, and as you read our
annual reports en human
rights and the statements that
we have made, remain con-
cerned about cross-border ter-
rorism as well as any human
"EniSo) Certainly

" erta those sub
will be addressed a;lg&g the ﬁ
with this trip," he 3
*  The official said that Al-
bright was also delighted that
- by sheer coincidence she would

" be in India "on the same date

that half way around the world,
at Cape Canaveral (in Florida),
the space shuttle Columbia will
be launched, which, as part of
its crew. will include the first
Indian American to be sent to
space on the shuttle.”

He said that Indian Ameri-

- rcan astronaut Kalpana Chawla

acclaimed books on Kashmir
(Danger in Kashmir), but that

she would not do so on this trip.
However, he emphasised that
"she has ressed a desire to
there in the future. wher it
would be appropriate ”

He said that Albright was
‘only, | guess, 10 or 11 years old.
when he (Korbel) was involved
in that work, (and) she did get
very interested in that, and in
ust India and Pakistan more

roadly.”

The official said he was
“fully hoping” for Albright to
‘'make another trip to the region
during her tenure. We'll have to
see if there may be more time
available then.”

Asked if New Delhi's alléga-
tions about Pakistan's role in

Rajiv murder

Ex-Indian PM doesn't see
DMXK's involvement

JAIPUR, Nov 15: Former
prime minister Chandrashekhar
;ﬂt:rday asserted the Jain
anel had based its interim
ﬂndln%s merely on statements
made by witnesses and not on
hard evidence and said he did
not see DMK's hand in Rajiv

Gandhi's assassination, reports

PTI

"'I do not see DMK or Tamil |

Nadu chief minister M
Karunanidhi's hand in Rajiv's
assassination." he told re-
porters here.
Chandrashekhar, who ,was

here to attend a book n:leahtj

{unction, said Karynanidhils

S.
He said there could have
been security lapses but the se-

curily cover was there for Rajiv

such a trag

papers, is not a ghost which gazine for
c‘ar " | were scurrilous an
901 Sredh ce sald |

Gandhi at Sriperambudur
where he was assassinated.
“There could be security
lapses but the security cover
was there for the former pre-
myier and that is why 17 secu-
rity personnel died along with
Rajtv Gandhi. |
"For the first time, a human
bomb was used and our secu-
rity might not be effective for
edy,” the former
prime minister said.
Chandrashekhar said "the
report, published in the news-

poljtical
m’ll r etk i

Let them prosecute me and
send me to jail. | have already

spent 18 wonths in jail during
emergency.”

| bi-weekly in a le

."has a remarkable background
and we are hoping to be able to
work with the assistance of
NASA (National Aeronautics
and Space Administration) to
link up with this event.”

The official said this event
'is not only a statement that
can underscore our message of
closer ties, but it's another vivid
demonstration of the impor-
tance of Indian Americans in
American society today, the
contributions they are :
and this is just the most recent
-and vivid example.”

The official said that this
also shows the importance of
science and technol Cooper-
gtj::in between the Uo.g Emcﬁ:l-

fa. -
India Abroad News Service

Tamil bi-weekly
demands Rs 50 lakh
as damages
from Jayalalitha

CHENNAI, Nov 15: A Tamil
notice toda

to former Tamil Nadu Chie

Minister Jayalalitha has de-
manded Rs lakh as damages
from her for her alleged defam-
atory remarks against the

#kl}r and its editor, reports

Jayalalitha's alleged re-
marks in the July 26 edition of
AIADMK mouthpiece "Namadu
Mgr" that Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Karunanidhi had vio-
of his office

by calling the ed tn%qnf a

lated the sanctit

low" ma

Gopal played a key role in the
release of nine Karnataka for-
est rangers from outlaw Veer-
appan'’s captivity.
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Britain's Queen Elizabeth II is escorted along the deck of the Royal Yacht Britannia by the
Commodore Royal Yachts, Tony Morrow, right, after being piped aboard Friday. The Royal
Yacht is in the Pool of London for the last time as part of a farewell tour of Great Britain before

it is decommissioned in December in Portsmouth southern England.

Former teacher Mary
LeTourneau, 35, who had
pleaded guilty to two counts
of second-degree child rape in
August for having sex with
a sixth-grade boy, becomes
emotional at her sentencing
hearing Friday, in a Kent,
Wash. LeTourneau received
sixth months in jail, including.
100 days already served,
and community-based
treatment.

— AP/UNB photo |

LONDON: Britain's

was suff
and needed a quieter home in
Prime Minister Tony

"We are

of customary anonymity.
“We have all mty

be better off being cared
thumpnt:i
t

the Eusv white hall, but
around 10 Downing Street.

Monkeys face extinctio
because ...

DAR ES SALAAM: Monkeys in Tanzania's southern high-
lands face extinction heclu; locals are cating them, the state
news agency Shihata reported Friday, sa .

ting Mbi game officer Pu.rlci thw the agency

thatrﬁmm( per cent of the area’s 200,00 residents had

now resorfed to eating monkey meat, and that the monkey
population “ld'h\dtkl_i:rrhnt. |

Shihata said only a monkeys could be spotted in Huli
the banks of lake Nyasa, which hnn:lu'nTIn

forest and along
zania and Malawi.

~ Humphrey gets fired
of political life .

political life is to loose one of its most
familiar features: Humphrey, the ¢at who hangs out at the
Kal;lme minister's Downing Street residence, is

A vet advised that Humphrey, thought fo be 11
from a kidney complaint. had gone

sorry that Humphrey is retiring and we wish
him ‘all the Er_',.~“Jr best," said the !|:n:tl!crl‘\:‘;"l:!tr!il.l.l‘_l,-~

fond of him but realise that he will
, in a quiet environment away from
the hustle and bustle of central London”. ;

1ol‘$nallyl'ut;1y,hldnhukﬂmdllm
oor of the bouring Cabinet Office
spent much of his time in and

— AP/UNB photo
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